
WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

“[I]t is not possible to understand the social fabric 
properly until one has studied three or four of its 
component threads in detail.”

— Hippolyte Taine

EXODUS 22:18. Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.

Concord ... was not a bewitched town; it never took a
part in that horrible delusion.

READ THE FULL TEXT

Lemuel Shattuck, A History of the Town of Concord;..., 1835.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/35/1835_HistoryOfConcord/DrShattuck1835_CONTENTS.pdf
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Right now in American academia we are experiencing another outbreak 
of the sort of “spectral evidence” that plagued the American witch 
trials of the 17th Century. What has happened is that in our colleges 
and research universities, anonymous untrained and unskilled 
administrative officials have been hired as “Title IX Compliance 
Officers” to set up quasi-judicial administrative courts, bodies that 
operate by a substandard of “50%-plus-a-feather” and rely on the 
testimony of self-described trauma survivors in order to reject 
freedom of speech and freedom of inquiry. Amazing it is, but this was 
initiated by the administration of President Barack Obama, and 
originated as a way to secure equality of treatment for female 
athletes! –But then someone waved a magic wand, and what had been a 
program to ensure that female college students could compete on the 
playing fields was transformed into a Star Chamber program to deny the 
very purposes of college education. Suddenly anyone who could imagine 
a past grievance has become able to drive every process, by producing 
imaginative descriptions of the manner in which they are being re-
traumatized in the classroom. A student will come forward and demand 
that “trigger warnings” be provided whenever the professor is to lead 
a discussion into whatever it is that “might make them feel bad.” These 
administrative “Title IX Compliance Officers” step forward in order 
(allegedly) to ensure that their institution does not lose federal 
funding, and proceed to weigh the “he-said-she-said” evidence on the 
scale of “50%-plus-a-feather” — and remove said professor from the 
classroom for misconduct.

This sort of hysteria has happened before, has happened repeatedly 
during my own lifetime. First there was the McCarthy loyalty scare of 
the 1950s, during which closet queers were persecuted in the US 
Department of State on the basis of the supposition that they were 
subject to Soviet blackmail. Then there was the McMartin childcare 
scare of the 1980s, during which investigators would tendentiously 
suggest sex abuse to little children, and entice them to play-act with 
“anatomically correct” dolls in order to discover secret underground 
chambers beneath playgrounds, in which innocent little children were 
allegedly being stripped and sexually abused and chopped up and eaten.

If one restricts one’s horizon to the Danvers village near present-
day Salem town, one can be led to the belief that what went wrong in 
the “Salem witchcraft” frenzy of 1692 had to do with traumatized little 
girls, acting out their traumas, or had to do with an ergot poisoning 
of the stomachs, and consequently the minds, of these villagers, or 
had to do with a sudden upsurge of foolish supernaturalism, or whatever 
positive and enabling factor. However, if one looks at the hanging-
of-witches phenomenon across the scope of a century and across the 
breadth of New England –rather than focusing in myopically on this one 
year in this one village– one comes to appreciate the great generality 
of such a phenomenon, and these easy explanations in terms of mere 
enabling factors simply vanish.1

1. Professor Mary Beth Norton of Cornell University points out in her IN THE DEVIL’S SNARE: THE SALEM WITCHCRAFT CRISIS OF 
1692 (NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 2002) that the girls who were initially affected in Salem, Massachusetts were refugees from the wars 
with the natives of Maine. She points out that two little-known wars were fought, one between 1675 and 1678, coincident with King 
Phillip’s War farther to the south, and the other between 1688 and 1699, known as “King William’s War,” with the English residents 
suffered greatly at the hands of the Wabanaki and their French allies. She avers that in 1676 and again in 1690, the English 
settlements of Maine were virtually abandoned, and that that area would not again be settled for decades. With that as the context, 
she suggests, we do not need to resort to hypotheses about poisoning by ergot to explain the behavior of these refugee children.
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This is not a story of foolish superstition, this is a story of capital 
punishment — had these marginal types, after being found guilty of 
maliciousness and witchcraft, been treated with courtesy and attended 
to, there would have been no outrageous stories to be remembered in 
later years. 
Briefly, the controlling factor in the situation could not have been 
the foolish supernaturalism of the general population, because the 
evidence presented here is that there was always plenty of that among 
the uneducated white colonials everywhere in New England. Instead, the 
controlling factor in the situation was, in every year, every where, 
the sensibility of the educated colonials who were in charge of the 
processes of the courts — the privileged people, basically, who were 
the judges in these cases, the people who should have been exercising 
restraint. Everywhere always, if only these privileged educated people 
had used good common sense, the witchcraft frenzies would have been 
muted and contained and those accused of witchcraft simply would not 
have been hanged. For one fine example, Friend William Penn once sat 
as judge in a witchcraft trial. What did this Quaker do? He found the 
accused woman guilty of presenting the appearance of witchcraft — and 
then he sent her back to her own home in her own village with 
instructions to her neighbors and the local townspeople that her needs 
were to be attended to for so long as she lived.
So, when we ask what “caused” the worst spike of this witchcraft 
frenzy, the spike that occurred in Salem village in 1692 in which so 
many marginal people were turned in by their neighbors to be offed by 
the authorities, we need to look not at any excess of positive or 
enabling factors, such as traumatized little girls and their 
fantasies, but instead at a deficit of negative or limiting factors — 
such as ministers and judges with good sense. The real question we 
need to ask about Salem in 1692 is, why were the people who had actual 
control of the situation, people like the Reverends Increase and 
Cotton Mather and the Reverend Samuel Parris and Judge Samuel Sewall 
and Nathaniel Hawthorne’s ancestor Magistrate John Hathorne and Deputy 
Governor Thomas Danforth and Lieutenant Governor William Stoughton –
who should have been on top of this situation– such blithering idiots 
completely lacking in any street smarts?
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Regino of Prüm’s EPISCOPI, according to which, although witchcraft was mere superstition without any real 
occult power or authority, “The Bishops and assistants [of the Roman Catholic church] must work with all their 
might to eradicate entirely from their dioceses the corrupting arts of soothsaying and sorcery invented by the 
devil.”

“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” EXODUS 22:18.

“And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits
and after wizards ... I will even set my face against that soul
and will cut him off from among his people.” DEUTERONOMY 18:10-11.

“There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son
or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth
divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a
consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.”
DEUTERONOMY 18:10-11.

“Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the
wizards out of the land.” SAMUEL 1:3.

“Now Saul the king of the Hebrews, had cast out of the country
the fortune tellers, and the necromancers, and all such as
exercised the like arts, excepting the prophets.... Yet did he
bid his servants to inquire out for him some woman that was a
necromancer, and called up the souls of the dead, that so he
might know whether his affairs would succeed to his mind; for
this sort of necromantic women that bring up the souls of the
dead, do by them foretell future events.” JOSEPHUS, Book 6,
Chapter 14.

“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.” SAMUEL 1:15-23.

“And I will cut off witchcraft out of the land.” MICAH 5:12.

“Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books
together and burned them.” ACTS 19:19.

“But there was a certain man called Simon which beforetime in
the same city used sorcery and bewitched the people of Samaria.”
ACTS 8:9.

“If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered, and men gather them and cast them into the fire, and
they are burned.” JOHN 15:6.

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
witchcraft....” GALATIANS 5:19

906 CE
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 In about this year Bishop Burchard of Wörms wrote, on the basis of Regino of Prüm’s EPISCOPI of 906CE, 
a BEICHTSPIEGEL according to which each person suspected of witchcraft was to be asked the same list of 
questions.

1025 CE
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The bull of Pope John XXII relating to witchcraft.

1330
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At about this point Jean Froissart of Valenciennes, Hainaut was born.

The German Dominican Johannes Nider’s FORMICARIUS OR ANT HILL.

1337
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The Inquisitor General Eymeric’s TRACTATUS CONTRA DÆMONUM.

1359
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Arundel, sponsored DE HÆRETICO COMBURENDO, the 1st act of the 
English Parliament specifically against witchcraft. Sorcery and divination were constructed as species of 
heresy, an ecclesiastical offence rather than a felony at common law, and therefore suspects were to be 
examined before an ecclesiastical tribunal, precisely as in the Inquisition on the continent of Europe. The act 
directed that an accused person who refused to abjure belief in such sortilegium was to be burnt at the stake. 
Burning at the stake was the mode of execution of choice not in order to inflict the greatest torture but simply 
in order to obey Biblical injunctions against the shedding of blood:

“Whosoever sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood
be shed....” GENESIS 9:6

while obeying the Biblical injunction against allowing a witch to remain alive:

“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” EXODUS 22:18.

15TH CENTURY

1401
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May 30, Wednesday (Old Style): The common story is that at Rouen on this day, Joan of Arc was burned at the stake 
as a witch by the English, since they were morally certain that God wouldn’t actually, couldn’t be, against their 
cause (it was necessary to burn her not in order to torture or torment her, but simply because the BIBLE contains 
an injunction forbidding the shedding of blood, which is to say, bleeding out, and such a method of execution 
can be transacted in a manner that avoids this forbidden blood shedding). This requires some adjustment: while 
this woman was guarded by English soldiers, actually she had not been tried by anyone English. She had been 
tried and condemned, actually, by a Catholic court of the Inquisition, and all the judges of this church office 
happened to be representatives not of the English church but of the French one. (These clergymen weren’t 
playing with a full deck of cards: 25 years after this execution, the case would have to be re-heard and the 
defendant would have to be, postmortem, acquitted.)

At some point (probably not on this particular day), a supporter of Joan, Etienne de Vignolles, came up with 
the set of symbols we now use to distinguish the four suites of a deck of playing cards. What we term the spade 
he originated as the symbol representing the aristocracy, the head of a lance. What we term the club he 
originated as a cloverleaf representing the peasantry. His  diamondwas a paving stone, representative of the 
city-dwelling bourgeoisie, and the heart, of course, was representative of this French clergy so full of love.

1431
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Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
 the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
 understanding with a convincing evidence, that
 they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
 but solid substantial truth.”

— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
 DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest 
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor 
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their 
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious 
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign    Dwell as near 
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.” 

—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

399 BCE Socrates drinking the hemlock “Crito, I owe a cock to Æsclepius.”

27 CE Jesus being crucified “It is finished.” [John 19:30]

1415 John Huss being burned at the stake “O, holy simplicity!”

May 30, 1431 Joan of Arc being burned at the stake “Hold the cross high so I may see it through the flames.”

May 4, 1534 Father John Houghton as he was being disemboweled “And what wilt thou do with my heart, O Christ?”

July 6, 1535 Sir Thomas More being beheaded “The King’s good servant, but God’s First.”

1536 Anne Boleyn being beheaded “Oh God, have pity on my soul.”

February 18, 1546 Martin Luther found on his chamber table “We are beggars: this is true.”

July 16, 1546 Anne Askew being burned at the stake “There he misseth, and speaketh without the book”

... other famous last words ...
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The earliest record of a witch burning in England.2

Giles de Retz (AKA de Rais) and his associates were hanged at Nantes, for “sorcery.” There’s been some 
speculation as to whether he was guilty of anything other than a dissolute lifestyle. His trial was held in camera 
so we don’t know. In addition, it is likely that he and some of the other witnesses were tortured, and it is 
plausible that he would have confessed to any charges leveled against him whether they were true or not, 
because under French law at that time, if an accused noble confessed and was executed, his family could inherit 
the family estate, whereas if he refused to confess, and was found guilty (which was pretty much a foregone 
conclusion), the family estate would be forfeit to the crown. The fact is that Giles had rapidly risen to become 
the richest and most powerful noble in France, second only to the King, and it has been argued that the charges 
against him, based upon his known interest in alchemy and astrology, were politically motivated.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

1440

2. Emerson to the contrary notwithstanding (“the fiery souls of the Puritans, bent on...burning the witch...”), we have no record of 
any witch burnings in New England, anytime anywhere. The only record we have of any executions by fire is, instead, in regard to 
the death tortures of errant slaves.

WITCHCRAFT
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The inquisitor Nicolaus Jacquerius’s DE CALCATIONE DÆMONUM.

Leon Battista Alberti began to reformulate Marcus Vitruvius Pollio’s M. VITRVVII POLLIONIS DE ARCHITECTVRA 
LIBRI DECEM as DE RE AEDIFICATORIA (TEN BOOKS OF ARCHITECTURE).

1452
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The French Inquisitor Jaquier’s FLAGELLUM HÆRETICORUM FASCINARIORUM.

1458
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The Spanish Franciscan Alonso de Spina’s FORTALITIUM FIDEI.

1459
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June 16, Monday (Old Style): Lord Protector Richard, Duke of Gloucester, persuaded the Queen Mother to send 
Prince Richard, Duke of York, to stay with his brother Prince Edward V at the royal residence in the Tower of 
London — and for awhile the young brothers would be observed safely at play in the gardens within the wall.

June 22, Sunday (Old Style): This was the day on which it had been planned for the coronation of the elder of King 
Edward IV’s sons as King Edward V. Outside Old St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, however, a sermon was 
preached in which all the previous king’s children by Queen Consort Elizabeth Woodville were denounced as 
bastards — plus, the dead king’s brother Richard Plantagenet of the House of York was proclaimed as 
England’s rightful monarch. An assembly of the citizens of London both noble and common would 
immediately be called, that would acclaim a petition that Richard seat himself on the throne of England.

June 25, Wednesday (Old Style): In London, an assembly of lords and commoners created an “Act of Parliament” to 
be known as Titulus Regius, according to which King Edward IV’s marriage to Queen Consort Elizabeth 
Woodville had been invalid due to its violation of a “precontract” of marriage with Lady Eleanor Butler, that 
the offspring of the invalid marriage were therefore illegitimate, and that their 12-year-old son Edward was 
therefore ineligible for the throne of England (this document explains that Elizabeth Woodville had used 
witchcraft to induce the monarch to wed her).

1483
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June 26, Thursday (Old Style): The final days of Prince Richard, Duke of York and his brother Prince Edward V at the 
Tower of London would be described by Sir Thomas More, his account being of two assassins despatched to 
the Garden Tower by Sir James Tyrell –a friend of Richard, Duke of Gloucester, the Lord Protector (Richard 
Plantagenet of the House of York) – to smother the lads in their beds. (Their bodies apparently were concealed 
in the precincts, since in 1674, while workmen were demolishing a stone staircase on the south side of the 
White Tower, a chest would be discovered and two childsize skeletons would be removed from the chest. 

King Charles II would order that the skeletons be interred in Innocents’ Corner in Westminster Abbey. 
Garden Tower, where the princes had played, would come to be known as Bloody Tower.)

On this day, therefore, Richard, Duke of Gloucester was able to claim the throne as King Richard III of 
England.
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Well, but — the above account by Sir Thomas More may very well be a lie, and a damned self-serving one.
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July 6, Sunday (Old Style): On this day in London Richard, Duke of Gloucester (Richard Plantagenet) and his wife 
Anne were formally coronated as King Richard III and Queen Anne (respectively) of England.

August: Princes Edward and Richard were last seen in London (this would give rise to the legend of the Princes in the 
Tower, as duly reported to you above by Sir Thomas More — a putative crime for the occurrence of which 
there really is not compelling physical evidence which, if it did happen, was we should duly note in no way 
unusual among the various royalty candidates in the England of that period).

October: There was an initial unsuccessful rebellion against King Richard III, the deformed monarch of England.

Deformitas vincit omnia

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princes_in_the_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princes_in_the_Tower


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Giovanni Battista Cibo of Genoa became Pope Innocent VIII (until 1492). On the basis of a Papal bull 
“Summis desiderantes affectibus” issued in this year, the German Inquisitors Heinrich Krämer and Johann 
Sprenger (AKA Henry Institoris and James Sprenger) would shortly be creating a manual of arguments and 
rules of procedure for the detection and punishment of witches, MALLEUS MALEFICARUM (THE WITCH 
HAMMER), with on its title page the motto “To disbelieve in witchcraft is the greatest of heresies.”

1484
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May 19, Saturday (Old Style): The German Inquisitors Heinrich Krämer’s and Johann Sprenger’s MALLEUS 
MALEFICARUM (THE WITCH HAMMER), the Inquisition’s guide to the detection, trial, and punishment of 
witches (which had just been printed, before April 14th), was endorsed by the Faculty of Theology at the 
University of Cologne. 

“Not to believe in witchcraft is the greatest of heresies.”

1487

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

This MALLEUS MALEFICARUM would prove such an outstanding guide for the gruesome correction of persons 
with deviant behaviors that in the next couple of centuries it would appear in some 19 editions.

PSYCHOLOGY
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An army led by King Charles VIII of France descended through the Italian peninsula. 
He entered Firenze, deposing the Medici. He entered Rome, whereupon Pope Alexander VI sought refuge in 
Castel Sant’Angelo.

Pope Alexander VI issued a bull relating to witchcraft.

1494
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Pope Leo X issued a bull relating to witchcraft. He granted, a bit prematurely it might seem at least in 
retrospect, to King Henry VIII the title “fidei defensor.”

16TH CENTURY

1521
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Adrian of Utrech, Regent of Spain, was elected as Pope Adrian VI (-1523). This would be the last non-Italian 
pope until the 20th Century. The new pope issued a bull relating to witchcraft.

In the Treaty of Brussels, Holy Roman Emperor Charles V granted his brother Ferdinand of Austria Hapsburg 
possessions in southwestern Germany and the Tirol.

Herr Professor Martin Luther returned to Wittenberg, condemning fanatics and iconoclasts. He finished his 
translation of the NEW TESTAMENT into German (his OLD TESTAMENT would not be finished until 1534). 
Wittenberg printer Hans Luft would produce 10,000 copies of this translation during the following four 
decades.

1522

HISTORY OF 
THE BIBLE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_V,_Holy_Roman_Emperor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_V,_Holy_Roman_Emperor


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Holy Roman Emperor Charles V got married with Isabella of Portugal.

It is to be noted that the historical witch mania to which we pay a lot of attention, with mass hysteria and mass 
executions, would not begin until the generation after Martin Luther’s death. Although four persons would be 
killed in Wittenberg, Germany on June 29, 1540 (I do not know of evidence that they were female or that they 
were burned), Luther would not be in the city at that time and he is therefore not to be confused with such a 
personage as the Reverend John Calvin (34 females would be burned or quartered as witches in Calvin’s 
Geneva, Switzerland in 1545). The Reverend Luther cannot be granted a free pass, for in this year in 
Wittenberg he did sermonize against witches, again and again urging his parishioners to heed their Old 
Testament: “Thou shall not suffer a witch to live,” plus, subsequently, he would aver that he approved of their 
having been killed.
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The Reverend Doctor Martin Luther helped reform the theology faculty at the University of Wittenberg in 
Germany. He believed that there were witches and they needed to be killed just as he believed that there were 
Jews and they needed to be killed:

Doctor Martinus said a great deal about witchcraft, about asthma
and hobgoblins, how once his mother was pestered so terribly by
her neighbor, a witch, that she had to be exceedingly friendly
and kind to her in order to appease her. The witch had cast a
spell over the children so that they screamed as if they were
close to death. And when a preacher merely admonished his
neighbor in general words [without mentioning her by name], she
bewitched him so as to make him die; there was no medicine that
could help him. She had taken the soil on which he had walked,
thrown it into the water, and bewitched him in this way, for
without that soil he could not regain his health.

“I should have no compassion on these witches. I would
burn all of them.... Witchcraft is the Devil’s own
proper work.”

1533
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Conrad Gesner studied at Basel.

The Reverend John Calvin of Geneva, Switzerland was pretty much an establishment type of guy:

In this year he wrote CHRISTAINAE RELIGIONIS INSTITUTIO.

Martin Luther’s TABLE TALK was interesting, considering that once upon a time while he happened to be away, 
four people would happen to be slowly smoked to death as witches in the cathedral square of his German town, 
Wittenberg:

“I should have no compassion on these witches. I would
burn all of them.... Witchcraft is the Devil’s own
proper work.”

1536

It is impossible to resist the magistrate without,
at the same time, resisting God himself.
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The Puritan-Church policy began now in Geneva.
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June: Four persons were executed for witchcraft in Wittenberg. Lucas Cranach the Younger would prepare a 
woodcut depicting the scene. The victims were a 50-year-old woman, her son, and two others, and they had 
been fastened to oak posts atop crossmembers before the cathedral, to be slowly smoked. In the woodcut one 
can make out skin was flaking from the legs, intestines protruding from abdomens, and dessicated arms 
stiffened into macabre gestures:

1540
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Under King Henry VIII a statute provided the death penalty for “invoking or conjuring an evil spirit” 
(King Edward VI, his son and heir, being of sounder mind, would repeal the father’s statute).

In a related bit of news from this year, the English Parliament banned crossbows because “malicious and evil-
minded people carried them ready bent and charged with bolts, to the great annoyance and risk of passengers 
on the highways.” They also banned “little short handguns” as too many yeomen were loading them with “hail 
shot” and then slaughtering the King’s game birds. While double and triple guns were made, they would not 
become popular until Lefauchaux’s breechloading shotguns of 1851, probably because hard-drinking shooters 
could forget that their other barrel was still loaded and at full cock (oops, there went my right foot).3

In Switzerland, the Reverend John Calvin established a Protestant theocracy at Geneva (his attitudes would 
take some time to catch on, as communal bathing would not be banned in Bern until 1658 and in Zurich until 
1688).

The Jesuits introduced Goa to Roman Catholicism — many, perhaps most, of their converts would be among 
the Jews there.

The citizens of Hildesheim in Saxony determined to accept the German teachings of Herr Professor Martin 
Luther, leaving only their cathedral and a few other buildings, and a few neighboring villages, still in the hands 
of the local Catholic hierarchy.

1542

3. As recently as the early 19th Century, shooters suffering from fear of recoil were advised to drink “a glass of brandy; after which 
stand as still as possible for five minutes, and then proceed.” The results of such a procedure can be imagined and, by 1861, British 
sportsmen would be being urged not to walk “or even to remain in the company with another who is in the least degree the worse 
for liquor, and yet has a loaded gun in his hands.”
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The word “occult” began to be used, indicating that which “is hidden or is beyond the range of ordinary 
apprehension and understanding.”

1545
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The Archbishop of Mainz conducted tests to discover why it might be, that rifling was making muskets more 
accurate, and discovered the reason to be that — the bullets were whirling because they were being guided by 
demons. Bzzzzzz. Most Roman Catholic countries would ban against either the manufacture or the possession 
of such a device as a “rifle.” When Edward VI, who was at this point all of ten years of age, would come to 
the throne of England, the Duke of Somerset would be appointed to act as his Protector and one of the first acts 
of this new government would be to repeal daddy’s statute that had provided the death penalty for “invoking 
or conjuring an evil spirit” (so, did this mean that Protestants would be able to use demon-guided whirling 
bullets to kill Catholics but Catholics not be able to use demon-guided whirling bullets to kill Protestants? —
Stay tuned, folks).

Orders were sent from the mainland of England to the channel island of Jersey near the French coast, that any 
remaining vestiges of Catholicism on the island were to be quite erased.

1547

WITCHCRAFT

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

November 17, Thursday (Old Style): “Bloody” Mary Tudor was succeeded by the Princess Elizabeth Tudor, daughter 
of King Henry VIII with Queen Consort Ann Bolyn, who became the Queen regnant Elizabeth of England and 
Ireland. Since Elizabeth was Church of England, the courtier John Heywood, who as a Roman Catholic and 
poet and musician had been in great favor during the reign of Queen Mary, would lose favor.

At about 7PM, almost 12 hours after the death of Queen Mary, Cardinal Reginald Pole died in London during 
an epidemic of influenza (he had been the final male of the House of Plantagenet). The body would be placed 
on the north side of the Corona, at Canterbury Cathedral.

After the accession of the Lady Elizabeth, the gaunt William Hunnis would suddenly one day toward the end 
of the month be released from the Tower of London and provided with clothing against the cold weather. 

1558

FINAL EXECUTIONS

August 29, 1533 Atahualpa, last Inca of Peru garroted on orders of Francisco Pizarro

November 17, 1558 Cardinal Reginald Pole final male of Plantagenet line of British monarchs

December 30, 1648
Jo. Wilkinson of Sowerby and 

Anthony Mitchell

final beheadings on the famous Halifax Gibbet
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Queen Mary dyed.

Elizabeth Queen of England began to Raign 
November the Seventeenth.
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He stepped back into his old office as choirmaster in “the Queene’s Chappell” with an appearance considerably 
altered by his experiences. The conspiracies that during the regime of Mary had made him seem the traitor, 
during the ascendancy of Elizabeth would make him seem the patriot.

Martin Luther had held that witches should be burnt for making a pact with the Devil even if they harmed no 
one, and then at Wittenburg in his absence four persons had indeed been executed as witches (I do not know 
that they were female, or that they were burned). The Reverend John Calvin was instructing Protestants that 
“The BIBLE teaches us that there are witches and that they must be slain. This law of God is a universal law.” 
Bishop John Jewell, who was living in exile in Geneva, would bring witchhunting with him on his return to 
England in 1559 and would preach before the new Queen that:

It may please your Grace to understand that witches and
sorcerers within these last few years are marvelously increased
within your Grace’s realm, Your Grace’s subjects pine away even
unto the death, their colour fadeth, their flesh rotteth, their
speech is benumbed, their senses are bereft.
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In France, Anne du Bourg said, in the presence of King Henry II of France, in regard to his execution of a 
primitive Christian, that it was no small thing to condemn those who, amidst the flames, invoked the name of 
Jesus Christ. Here is a drawing of Anne du Bourg being suspended over a fire by a rope and dipped in and out 
of the flames until death, for having dared thus to attempt to disturb the conscience of the monarch.

Meanwhile, Bishop John Jewell, who had been living in exile in Geneva, had been able to return to England, 
and had brought the Protestant witchhunting craze with him. He preached before the new Protestant Queen of 
England, Elizabeth I, that:

It may please your Grace to understand that witches and
sorcerers within these last few years are marvelously increased
within your Grace’s realm, Your Grace’s subjects pine away even
unto the death, their colour fadeth, their flesh rotteth, their
speech is benumbed, their senses are bereft.

1559

HUGUENOTS

WALDENSES
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The witch Anne, a native of St. Brelade’s on the island of Jersey in the English Channel, was burnt at St. 
Helier’s. The witch Michelle La Blanche, due to a “gallows-right” by which the goods and lands of criminals 
on the Fief Haubert de St. Ouen were forfeit to the Seigneur of that fief, was hanged at the Hurets in the parish 
of St. Ouen on that island.

October 13, Wednesday (Old Style): Abigail Dane (Faulkner) was born in Andover, Massachusetts, daughter of the 
Reverend Francis Dane and Elizabeth Ingalls Dane. In 1692 when the witchcraft frenzy hit Salem, the 
Reverend Dane, who had served the community of Andover for more than four decades, would express 
reservations in regard to these witchcraft proceedings, and as a result he and a number of the members of his 
family would themselves be suspected of witchcraft. Even his own deacons, as he expressed doubts about the 
nature of this witchcraft frenzy, would come to doubt his judgment.
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In this year, by act of its parliament, Scotland set its seal on witchcraft as a crime (this act would be amended 
in 1649).

Under Queen Elizabeth I, England’s most notorious witchcraft act came into being, an act “agaynst 
Conjuracions Inchauntmentes and Witchecraftes.” Anyone who should “use, practise, or exercise any 
Witchcraft, Enchantment, Charm, or Sorcery, whereby any person shall happen to be killed or destroyed,” was 
guilty of a felony at common law (a criminal, rather than an ecclesiastical offense) and might be put to death 
“without benefit of clergy” (this simply meant, whether or not they were able to read and write), by hanging 
rather than by burning at the stake (except in cases of witchcraft that were also petty treason), or might at 
discretion be subjected to a lesser punishment. Since executed witches were felons rather than ecclesiastical 
offenders, all their property and goods escheated to the Crown rather than to the Church, which of course 
would provide local civil authorities with a financial incentive to ferret out witches to convict. There would be 
247 trials of females and 23 of males. In the 1st of the trials at Chelmsford in Essex, the decrepit Elizabeth 
Frances was induced to confess that she had used a familiar cat named Sathan to cause harm to various people, 
and had then given the cat to Agnes Waterhouse (Elizabeth Frances was imprisoned for a year, Agnes 
Waterhouse was hanged, and a daughter Joan Waterhouse was found not guilty; in a later trial on an unrelated 
incident of witchcraft, Elizabeth Frances would be hanged). This activity would broaden under Elizabeth’s 
successor, King James I.

November 19, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Gracyene Gousset, 
Catherine Prays, and Collette Salmon, wife of Collas Dupont, were condemned to death and the Royal pardon 
was refused.

December 17, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Françoise Regnouff 
and Martin Tulouff were condemned to death and the Royal pardon was refused.

December 22, Wednesday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Collette Gascoing 
was found guilty, and the Royal pardon being refused, she was whipped, had one of her ears cut off, and was 
permanently banished from the island.
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June 30, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Jeannette Du Mareesc was 
banished for 7 years.

October 27, Friday (Old Style): The witch Michelle Tourtell was permanently banished from the Island of Guernsey 
in the English Channel.

November 3, Friday (Old Style): The witches Coliche Tourtell and James de la Rue were permanently banished from 
the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel. 

November 10, Friday (Old Style): The witch Lorenche Faleze, wife of Henry Johan was permanently banished from 
the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel. 

November 17, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Thomasse Salmon 
and Marie Gauvein, wife of Ozouet, were whipped, had each an ear cut off, and were permanently banished 
from the island. 

1570
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The witch Alice Chaundler of Maldon in England was hanged for causing the deaths of Francis Cowper and 
his daughter Mary, age 8, and of Robert Briscoe and his son, age 2, and his daughter, age 5.

1572
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Five years after Alice Chaundler of Maldon in England had been hanged as a witch, her daughter Ellen Smythe 
was accused at the assizes of having bewitched a 4-year-old who had fallen ill and died, Susan Webbe. Like 
her mother Alice, Ellen was found guilty and hanged.
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In a 2d round of witch trials at Chelmsford in Essex, the decrepit Elizabeth Frances went on trial again, along 
with several other women. They were all found guilty and hanged.

1579
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Jean Bodin’s DE LA DEMONMANIE DES SORCIERS.
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On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, although the witch Collas de la Rue underwent examination, 
the result of this trial is uncertain in the record.

February 15, Friday (1582, Old Style): At St. Helier on the island of Jersey in the English Channel a point of law came 
forcefully to attention when Marion Corbel, in a cell at the Castle awaiting trial as a witch, on this day died. 
Since she had not yet been convicted, her relatives were presuming that they could claim her goods and 
chattels. Queen Elizabeth’s “Procureur” would, however, maintain to the contrary, that although death had 
rendered punishment moot it had done nothing to remove this case from the schedule of the Court. The trial 
could still therefore be held, the evidence could still therefore be heard, and the defunct woman could be found 
to have been guilty as charged — since it seemed that would be what it would take for the crown to glom onto 
her goods and chattels.
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Reginald Scot’s DISCOVERIE OF WITCHCRAFT.
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George Gifford’s DISCOURSE OF THE SUBTLE PRACTICES OF DEVILLES.
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As the result of a 3d round of witchcraft trials at Chelmsford in Essex, Joan Prentice, Joan Upney, and Joan 
Cunny were hanged for having made use of familiars.

In the dominions of the Elector-Archbishop of Trier (Trèves) in western Germany, the culmination of a 
witchcraft frenzy. Translating from the Latin of Linden’s GESTA TREVIRORUM:

Inasmuch as it was popularly believed that the continued
sterility of many years was caused by witches through the malice
of the Devil, the whole country rose to exterminate the witches.
This movement was promoted by many in office, who hoped wealth
from the persecution. And so, from court to court throughout the
towns and villages of all the diocese, scurried special
accusers, inquisitors, notaries, jurors, judges, constables,
dragging to trial and torture human beings of both sexes and
burning them in great numbers. Scarcely any of those who were
accused escaped punishment or were there spared even the leading
men in the city of Trier. For the Judge, 2 with two Burgomasters,
several Councilors and Associate Judges, canons of sundry
collegiate churches, parish-priests, rural deans, were swept
away in this ruin. So far, at length, did the madness of the
furious populace and of the courts go in this thirst for blood
and booty that there was scarcely anybody who was not smirched
by some suspicion of this crime.
Meanwhile notaries, copyists, and innkeepers grew rich. The
executioner rode a blooded horse, like a noble of the court, and
went clad in gold and silver; his wife vied with noble dames in
the richness of her array. The children of those convicted and
punished were sent into exile; their goods were confiscated;
plowman and vintner failed — hence came sterility. A direr
pestilence or a more ruthless invader could hardly have ravaged
the territory of Trier than this inquisition and persecution
without bounds: many were the reasons for doubting that all were
really guilty. This persecution lasted for several years; and
some of those who presided over the administration of justice
gloried in the multitude of the stakes, at each of which a human
being had been given to the flames.
At last, though the flames were still unsated, the people grew
impoverished, rules were made and enforced restricting the fees
and costs of examinations and examiners, and suddenly, as when
in war funds fail, the zeal of the persecutors died out.
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December 23, Thursday (Old Style): On the island of Jersey in the English Channel, the Royal Court declared against 
witchcraft:

Forasmuch as many persons have hitherto committed and
perpetrated great and grievous faults, as well against the
honour and express commandment of God as to the great scandal
of the Christian faith, and of those who are charged with the
administration of justice, by seeking assistance from Witches
and Diviners in their ills and afflictions; and seeing that
ignorance is no excuse for sin, and that no one can tell what
vice and danger may ensue from such practices: This Act declares
that for the time to come everyone shall turn away from such
iniquitous and diabolical practices, against which the law of
God decrees the same punishments as against Witches and
Enchanters themselves; and also in order that the Divine
Vengeance may be averted, which on account of the impunity with
which these crimes have been committed, now threatens those who
have the repression of them in their hands. It is, therefore,
strictly forbidden to all the inhabitants of this island to
receive any counsel or assistance in their adversities from any
Witches or Diviners, or anyone suspected of practicing Sorcery,
under pain of one month’s imprisonment in the Castle, on bread
and water; and on their liberation they shall declare to the
Court the cause of such presumption, and according as this shall
appear reasonable, shall be dealt with as the law of God directs.
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George Gifford’s DIALOGUES OF WITCHES AND WITCHCRAFT.
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Nicolas Remi’s DAEMONLATREIAE.
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Written by King James VI of Scotland (who would become King James I of England), “the wisest fool in 
Christendom,” the strange beast DÆMONOLOGIE was a treatise about witchcraft, necromancy, possession, 
demons, were-wolves, fairies, and ghosts — penned in the form of Socratic dialogue.

The infernal world, although under the dominion of God, contains malicious spirits that can be invoked by 
people who lust for pelf or for vengeance. In discovering who might be indulging in such contacts with the 
infernal world, indulging that is in witchcraft, even evidence offered by fellow criminals who are bargaining 
for their own lives may be attended to, and evidence obtained from children. Those who come under suspicion 
of such may be subjected to proof procedures such as the water test, and inspection for the presence of a mark 
of the devil on their bodies. Better safe than sorry.
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17TH CENTURY
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... Narragansets-Bay, within which Bay is Rhode-
Island a Harbour for the Shunamitish Brethren, 
as the Saints-Errant, the Quakers who are rather 
to be esteemed Vagabonds than religious persons, 
&c.
... Quakers they whip, banish, and hang if they 
return again. Anabaptists they imprison, fine and 
weary out.
... There are none that beg in the Countrey, but 
there be Witches too many, bottle-bellied Witches 
amongst the Quakers, and others that produce 
many strange apparations if you will believe 
report, of a Shallop at Sea man’d with women....

NARRAGANSETT BAY

RHODE ISLAND

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

BAPTISTS

WITCHES

JOHN JOSSELYN’S
TWO VOYAGES

JOHN JOSSELYN’S
CHRONOLOGY
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Henri Boguet’s DISCOURS DES SORCIERS.
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In the first year of the reign of James I, King of England, the witchcraft act of 1563 of Queen Elizabeth I was 
extended to bring the penalty of death to anyone who invoked evil spirits or communed with familiar spirits. 
This statute would be exploited by a “Witch-Finder Generall,” Matthew Hopkins. It was noted that a 
characteristic of all witches was that they were loathe to confess, without torture, so in cases in which no 
confession was forthcoming regardless of the severity of the torture, one could be certain that the suspect was 
concealing her or his guilt of the offense.

1604

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

In this year or the next William Hathorne was born in England. He would in 1630 arrive at Salem as a Puritan 
Pilgrim. We have his holograph signature upon a warrant for the whipping out of town of Friend Anne 
Coleman for being a Quaker. His son John Hathorne (1641-1717) would not actually judge at any witchcraft 
trial, but would conduct some of the preliminary hearings for that series of trials.
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William Perkins’s DISCOVERIE OF THE DAMNED ART OF WITCH CRAFT. King James was right about the 
techniques followed by Satan, in helping humans to achieve improper knowledge and illicit power. Therefore, 
those who seek the help of Satan must be put to death. Perkins, however, urges that the circumstantial 
evidences of such activities need to be carefully sifted in order to avoid false positives; in particular we ought 
not resort to such traditional techniques for obtaining admissions from a person suspected of witchcraft as 
torture by hot iron, torture by water, or torture by scratching.
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In France during this year there were some 600 executions for witchcraft.
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Pierre de Lancre’s TABLEAU DE I’INCONSTANCE DES MAUVAIS ANGES.
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June 11, Friday (Old Style): The witches Oliver Omont, Cecille Vaultier, wife of Omont, and Guillemine, their 
daughter were permanently banished from the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel.

July 17, Thursday (Old Style): The witch Laurence Leustace, wife of Thomas Le Compte was permanently banished 
from the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel.
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In Italy, Galileo Galilei faced the Inquisition for the initial time. Meanwhile, in Weil, Germany, the mother 
Katharina Kepler was being denounced as a witch. Hers would turn out to be the longest witchcraft trial in 
German history — her own sons Heinrich and Christopher would be offering testimony against her. Her son 
Johannes would manage to save her from the stake only to find himself accused as an accomplice in her 
witchcraft (between 1615 and 1629, in Weil, a town of not more than 1,000, a total of 38 women would burn).
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Cotta’s TRIALL OF WITCHCRAFT.
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July 4, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, a sentence of death was executed by 
Amice de Carteret, Esq., Bailiff, and the Jurats in the case of Collette du Mont, widow of Jean Becquet, Marie, 
her daughter, wife of Pierre Massy, and Isabel Becquet, wife of Jean Le Moygne who had all been found guilty 
of witchcraft and had afterward been tortured. Under torture they had confessed — so on this day they were 
hanged and burnt. Here are the records, in English translation and in the original:

Collette du Mont, widow of Jean Becquet; Marie, her daughter,
wife of Pierre Massy; and Isabel Becquet, wife of Jean Le Moygne,
being by common rumour and report for a long time past addicted
to the damnable art of Witchcraft, and the same being thereupon
seized and apprehended by the Officers of His Majesty [King
James I], after voluntarily submitting themselves, both upon the
general inquest of the country, and after having been several
times brought up before the Court, heard, examined, and
confronted, upon a great number of depositions made and produced
before the Court by the said Officers; from which it is clear
and evident that for many years past the aforesaid women have
practiced the diabolical art of Witchcraft, by having not only
cast their spells upon inanimate objects, but also by having
retained in languor through strange diseases, many persons and
beasts; and also cruelly hurt a great number of men, women, and
children, and caused the death of many animals, as recorded in
the informations thereupon laid, it follows that they are
clearly convicted and proved to be Witches. In expiation of
which crime it has been ordered by the Court that the said women
shall be presently conducted, with halters about their necks,
to the usual place of punishment, and shall there be fastened
by the Executioner to a gallows, and be hanged, strangled,
killed, and burnt, until their flesh and bones are reduced to
ashes, and the ashes shall be scattered; and all their goods,
chattels, and estates, if any such exist, shall be forfeited to
His Majesty. In order to make them disclose their accomplices,
they shall be put to the question before the Court, previous to
being executed.

[Collette Du Mont, veuve de Jean Becquet, Marie, sa fille, femme
de Pierre Massy, Isbel Bequet, femme de Jean Le Moygne, etant
par la coutume renommée et bruit des gens de longue main du bruit
de damnable art de Sorcellerie, et icelles sur ce saisies et
apprehendées par les Officiers de Sa Majesté, apres s’etre
volontairement sumis et sur l’enquete generale du pays, et apres
avoir été plusieurs fois conduites en Justice, ouïes, examinées
et confrontées sur un grand nombre de depositions faites et
produites à l’encontre d’elles par les dits Officiers, par
lesquels est clair et evident qu’auraient, par longeur d’années,
le susdit diabolique art de Sorcellerie, par avoir non seulement
jété leur sort sur des choses insensible, mais aussi tenu en
langueur par maladies etranges plusieurs personnes et betes, et
aussi cruellement meurti grand nombre d’hommes, femmes, et
enfans, et fait mourir plusieurs animaux, recordés aux
informations sur ce faites, s’ensuit qu’elles sont plainement
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convaincues et atteintes d’etre Sorcieres. Pour reparation
duquel crime a eté dit par la Cour que lesdites femmes seront
presentement conduites la halte au col au lieu de supplice
accoutumé, et par l’Officier criminel attachées à un poteau,
pendues, etranglées, osciées, et brulées, jusqu’à ce que leur
chairs et ossements soient reduits en cendres, et leurs cendres
eparcées; et sont tous les biens, meubles, et heritages, si
aucun en ont acquit, à Sa Majesté. Pour leur faire confesser
leurs complices, qu’elles seront mises à la question en Justice
avant que d’etre executées.]

Sentence of Death having been pronounced against Collette Du
Mont, widow of Jean Becquet; Marie, her daughter, wife of Pierre
Massy; and Isabel Becquet, wife of Jean Le Moygne; the same have
confessed as follows:—

CONFESSION OF COLLETTE DU MONT.
First, the said Collette immediately after the said sentence was
pronounced, and before leaving the Court, freely admitted that
she was a Witch; at the same time, not wishing to specify the
crimes which she had committed, she was taken, along with the
others, to the Torture Chamber, and the said question being
applied to her, she confessed that she was quite young when the
Devil, in the form of a cat: appeared to her: in the Parish of
Torteval: as she was returning from her cattle, it being still
daylight, and that he took occasion to lead her astray by
inciting her to avenge herself on one of her neighbours, with
whom she was then at enmity, on account of some damage which she
had suffered through the cattle of the latter; that since then
when she had a quarrel with anyone, he appeared to her in the
aforesaid form: and sometimes in the form of a dog: inducing her
to take vengence upon those who had angered her: persuading her
to cause the death of persons and cattle.
That the Devil having come to fetch her that she might go to the
Sabbath, called for her without anyone perceiving it: and gave
her a certain black ointment with which (after having stripped
herself), she rubbed her back, belly and stomach: and then
having again put on her clothes, she went out of her door, when
she was immediately carried through the air at a great speed:
and she found herself in an instant at the place of the Sabbath,
which was sometimes near the parochial burial-ground: and at
other times near the seashore in the neighbourhood of Rocquaine
Castle: where, upon arrival, she met often fifteen or sixteen
Wizards and Witches with the Devils who were there in the form
of dogs, cats, and hares: which Wizards and Witches she was
unable to recognise, because they were all blackened and
disfigured: it was true, however, that she had heard the Devil
summon them by their names, and she remembered among others
those of Fallaise and Hardie; confessed that on entering the
Sabbath: the Devil wishing to summon them commenced with her
sometimes. Admitted that her daughter Marie, wife of Massy, now
condemned for a similar crime, was a Witch: and that she took
her twice to the Sabbath with her: at the Sabbath, after having
worshipped the Devil, who used to stand up on his hind legs,
they had connection with him under the form of a dog; then they
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danced back to back. And after having danced, they drank wine
(she did not know what colour it was), which the Devil poured
out of a jug into a silver or pewter goblet; which wine did not
seem to her so good as that which was usually drunk; they also
ate white bread which he presented to them—she had never seen
any salt at the Sabbath.
Confessed that the Devil had charged her to call, as she passed,
for Isabel le Moygne: when she came to the Sabbath, which she
had done several times. On leaving the Sabbath the Devil incited
her to commit various evil deeds: and to that effect he gave her
certain black powders, which he ordered her to throw upon such
persons and cattle as she wished; with this powder she
perpetrated several wicked acts which she did not remember:
among others she threw some upon Mr Dolbell, parish minister:
and was the occasion of his death by these means. With this same
powder she bewitched the wife of Jean Maugues: but denied that
the woman’s death was caused by it: she also touched on the side,
and threw some of this powder over the deceased wife of Mr
Perchard, the minister who succeeded the said Dolbell in the
parish, she being enceinte at the time, and so caused the death
of her and her infant—she did not know that the deceased woman
had given her any cause for doing so.
Upon the refusal of the wife of Collas Tottevin to give her some
milk: she caused her cow to dry up, by throwing upon it some of
this powder: which cow she afterwards cured again by making it
eat some bran, and some terrestrial herb that the Devil gave her.

[Sentence de mort ayant esté prononcée à l’encontre de Collette
Du Mont, veuve de Jean Becquet, Marie, sa fille, femme de Pierre
Massy, et Isbel Becquet, femme de Jean Le Moygne, auroyent
icelles confessé comme suit:—

CONFESSION DE COLLETTE DU MONT.
Premier, la diste Collette immediatement appres la dyte sentence
donnée, et avant que de sortir de l’auditoire, a librement
recognu qu’elle estoit Sorciere; toutesfois ne voulant
particularizer les crimes qu’auroit commis a esté conduite avec
les autres en la Maison de la Question, et la dite question luy
estant applicquée, a confessé qu’elle estoit encore jeune lors
que le Diable en forme de chat: s’aparut à elle: en la Paroisse
de Torteval: lors qu’elle retournoit de son bestiall, estant
encore jour, et qu’il print occasion de la seduire, par
l’inciter à se venger d’un de ses voisins avec lequell elle
estoit pour lors en querelle pour quelque domage qu’elle auroit
receu par les bestes d’yceluy; que depuis lors qu’elle avoit eu
querelle avec quelcun, ill se representoit à elle en la susdite
forme: et quelquefois en forme de chien: l’induisant à se venger
de ceux contre lesquels elle estoit faschée: la persuadant de
faire mourir des personnes et bestes.
Que le Diable l’estant venue querir pour aller au Sabat,
l’appelloit sans qu’on s’en apperceust: et luy bailloit ung
certain onguent noir, duquel (appres s’etre despouillée) elle
se frotoit le dos, ventre et estomac: et s’estant revestuë,
sortoit hors son huis, lors estoit incontinent emportée par
l’air d’une grande vitesse: et se trouvoit a l’instant au lieu
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du Sabat, qui estoit quelquefois pres le cimetiere de la
paroisse: et quelques autres fois pres le rivage de la mer, aux
environs du Chateau de Rocquaine: là où estant arivée s’y
rencontroit souvent quinze ou saize Sorciers et Sorcieres avec
les Diables, qu’y estoient là en forme de chiens, chats, et
lievres: lesquels Sorciers et Sorcieres elle n’a peu
recognoistre, parce qu’ils estoyent tous noircis et deffigurés:
bien est vray avoir ouy le Diable les evocquer par leur noms,
et se souvaient entre autres de la Fallaise, et de la Hardie;
dit confesse qu’a l’entrée du Sabath: le Diable les voulant
esvosquer commencoit par elle quelquefois. Que sa fille Marie,
femme de Massy, à present condamnée pour pareill crime, est
Sorciere: et qu’elle la menée par deux fois au Sabath avec elle:
ne scait par où le Diable la merchée: qu’au Sabath appres avoir
adoré le Diable, lequell se tenoit debout sur ses pieds de
derriere, ils avoient copulation avec luy en forme de chien;
puis dansoyent dos a dos. Et appres avoir dansé, beuvoyent du
vin (ne scait de quelle couleur), que le Diable versoit hors
d’un pot en ung gobelet d’argent ou d’estrain; lequell vin ne
luy sembloit sy bon que celuy qu’on boit ordinarement; mangeoist
aussy du pain blanc quj leur presentoit—n’a jamais veu de sell
au Sabath.
Confesse que le Diable luy avoit donné charge d’appeler en
passant Isebell le Moygne: lors quelle viendroit au Sabath, ce
qu’elle a fait diverses fois. Qu’au partir du Sabath le Diable
l’incitoit à perpetrer plusieurs maux: et pour cest effect luy
bailloit certaines pouldres noires, qu’il lui commandoit de
ietter sur telles personnes et bestes qu’elle voudroit; avec
laquelle pouldre elle a perpetré plusieurs maux desquels ne se
souvient: entres autres en ietta sur Mes. Dolbell, ministre de
la paroisse: et fut occasion de sa mort par ce moyen. Par ceste
mesme pouldre ensorcela la femme de Jean Maugues: toutesfois nie
qu’elle soit morte par son sort: qu’elle toucha par le costé,
et ietta de ceste pouldre sur la femme defuncte de Mr Perchard,
successeur ministre du dit Dolbell, en ycelle paroisse, ycelle
estant pour lors enceinte, tellement qu’elle la fist mourir et
son fruit—ne scait quelle occasion luy fut donnée par la dite
femme.
Que sur le refus que la femme de Collas Tottevin luy fist de luy
donner du laict: elle fist assecher sa vache, en iettant sur
ycelle de ceste pouldre: laquelle vache elle regarit par appres
en luy faisant manger du son, et de l’herbe terrestre que le
Diable lui bailla.]

CONFESSION OF MARIE BECQUET.
Marie, wife of Pierre Massy, after sentence of death had been
pronounced against her, having been put to the question,
confessed that she was a Witch; and that at the persuasion of
the Devil, who appeared to her in the form of a dog: she gave
herself to him: that when she gave herself to him he took her
by the hand with his paw: that she used to anoint herself with
the same ointment as her mother used: and had been to the Sabbath
upon the bank near Rocquaine Castle with her, where there was
no one but the Devil and her as it seemed: in the aforesaid form
in which she had seen him several times: She was also at the
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Sabbath on one occasion among others in the road near Collas
Tottevin’s; every time that she went to the Sabbath, the Devil
came to her, and it seemed as though he transformed her into a
female dog; she said that upon the shore, near the said
Rocquaine: the Devil, in the form of a dog, having had connection
with her, gave her bread and wine, which she ate and drank.
The Devil gave her certain powders: which powders he put into
her hand, for her to throw upon those whom he ordered her: she
threw some of them by his orders upon persons and cattle: notably
upon the child of Pierre Brehaut. Item, upon the wife of Jean
Bourgaize, while she was enceinte. Item, upon the child of
Leonard le Messurier.

[Marie, femme de Pierre Massy, appres sentence de mort prononcée
a l’encontre d’elle, ayant esté mise a la question, a confessé
qu’elle est Sorciere; et qu’à la persuation du Diable, quj
s’aparut à elle en forme de chien: elle se donna à luy: que lors
que se donna à luy ill la print de sa patte par la main: qu’elle
s’est oint du mesme onguent que sa mere s’oignoit: et a esté au
Sabath sur la banque pres du Chateau de Rocquaine, avec luy, où
n’y avoit que le Diable et elle, se luy sembloit: en la susdite
forme en laquelle elle la veu plusieurs fois. A été aussi au
Sabath une fois entre autres en la ruë, Collas Tottevin; que
toutes les fois qu’elle alloit au Sabath le Diable la venant
querir luy sembloit qu’il la transformait en chienne; dit que
sur le rivage, pres du dit Rocquaine: le Diable, en forme de
chien, ayant eu copulation avec elle, luy donnoit du pain et du
vin, qu’elle mangeoit et beuvoit.
Que le Diable luy bailloit certaines pouldres: lesquelles
pouldres ill luy mettoit dans la main, pour ietter sur ceux qu’il
luy commanderoit: qu’elle en a ietté par son commandement sur
des personnes et bestes: notament sur l’enfant Pierre Brehaut.
Item, sur la femme Jean Bourgaize lors qu’estoit enciente. Item,
sur l’enfant Leonard le Messurier.]

 CONFESSION OF ISABEL BECQUET.
Isabel, wife of Jean le Moygne, having been put to the question,
at once confessed that she was a Witch: and that upon her getting
into a quarrel with the woman Girarde, who was her sister-in-
law: the Devil, in the form of a hare, took occasion to tempt
her: appearing to her in broad daylight in a road near her house:
and persuading and inciting her to give herself to him: and that
he would help her to avenge herself on the said Girarde, and
everybody else: to which persuasion she would not at the moment
condescend to yield: so he at once disappeared: but very soon
he came again to her in the same road, and pursuing his previous
argument: exhorted her in the same terms as above: that done,
he left her and went away, after having previously put her a
sackful of parsnips; she then took a certain black powder
wrapped in a cloth which he placed; which powder she kept by
her. He appeared to her another time under the same form in the
town district, inciting her anew to give herself to him, but she
not wishing to comply, he next made a request to her to give him
some living animal: whereupon she returned to her dwelling and
fetched a chicken, which she carried to him to the same place
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where she had left him, and he took it: and after having thanked
her he made an appointment for her to be present the next morning
before daylight at the Sabbath, promising that he would send for
her: according to which promise, during the ensuing night, the
old woman Collette du Mont, came to fetch her, and gave her some
black ointment, which she had had from the Devil; with this
(after having stripped herself) she anointed her back and belly,
then having dressed herself again she went out of her house door:
when she was instantly caught up: and carried across hedges and
bushes to the bank on the sea shore, in the neighbourhood of
Rocquaine Castle, the usual place where the Devil kept his
Sabbath; no sooner had she arrived there than the Devil came to
her in the form of a dog, with two great horns sticking up: and
with one of his paws (which seemed to her like hands) took her
by the hand: and calling her by her name told her that she was
welcome: then immediately the Devil made her kneel down: while
he himself stood up on his hind legs; he then made her express
detestation of the Eternal in these words: I renounce God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost; and then caused her
to worship and invoke himself in these terms: Our Great Master,
help us! with a special compact to be faithful to him; and when
this was done he had connection with her in the aforesaid form
of a dog, but a little larger: then she and the others danced
with him back to back: after having danced, the Devil poured out
of a jug some black wine, which he presented to them in a wooden
bowl, from which she drank, but it did not seem to her so good
as the wine which is usually drunk: there was also bread—but she
did not eat any: confessed that she gave herself to him for a
month: they returned from the Sabbath in the same manner that
they went there.
The second time she was at the Sabbath was after the old woman
Collette had been to fetch her, and she anointed herself with
the ointment as above stated;—declared, that on entering the
Sabbath, she again had connection with the Devil and danced with
him; after having danced, and upon his solicitation to prolong
the time, she gave herself to him for three years; at the Sabbath
the Devil used to summon the Wizards and Witches in regular order
(she remembered very well having heard him call the old woman
Collette the first, in these terms: Madame the Old Woman
Becquette): then the woman Fallaise; and afterwards the woman
Hardie. Item, he also called Marie, wife of Massy, and daughter
of the said Collette. Said that after them, she herself was
called by the Devil: in these terms: The Little Becquette: she
also heard him call there Collas Becquet, son of the said old
woman (who [Collas] held her by the hand in dancing, and someone
[a woman] whom she did not know, held her by the other hand):
there were about six others there she did not know: the said old
woman was always the nearest to the Devil: occasionally while
some were dancing, others were having connection with the Devils
in the form of dogs; they remained at the Sabbath about three
or four hours, not more.
While at the Sabbath the Devil marked her at the upper part of
the thigh: which mark having been examined by the midwives, they
reported that they had stuck a small pin deeply into it, and
that she had not felt it, and that no blood had issued: she did
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not know in what part the Devil had marked the others: those who
came first to the place of the Sabbath, waited for the others;
and all the Wizards and Witches appeared in their proper forms:
but blackened and disfigured so that they could not be
recognised.
The Devil appeared sometimes in the form of a goat at the
Sabbath; never saw him in other forms: on their departure he
made them kiss him behind, and asked them when they would come
again: he exhorted them always to be true to him: and to do evil
deeds, and to this end he gave them certain black powders,
wrapped in a cloth, for them to throw upon those whom they wished
to bewitch: on leaving the Sabbath, the Devil went away in one
direction and they in the other: after he had taken them all by
the hand: At the instigation of the Devil she threw some of the
powder over several persons and cattle: notably over Jean Jehan,
when he came to her house to look for a pig. Item, over the child
of James Gallienne, and over others. Item, over the cattle of
Brouart, and of others.
It was the Devil that was seen at the said Gallienne’s house in
the form of a rat and a weazle, she herself being then in the
neighbourhood of Gallienne’s house, and he [the Devil] came to
her in the form of a man, and struck her several blows on the
face and head: by which she was bruised and torn in the way that
she was seen the next day by Thomas Sohier. And she believed
that the cause of this maltreatment was because she would not
go with the Devil to the house of the said Gallienne.
She never went to the Sabbath except when her husband remained
all night fishing at sea.
Whenever she wanted to bewitch anyone and her powder happened
to have been all used up, the Devil appeared to her and told her
to go to such a place, which he named, for some more, and when
she did so, she never failed to find it there.

[Isebelle, femme de Jean de Moygne, ayant esté mise a la
question, a tout aussytost confessé qu’elle est Sorciere: et que
sur ce qu’elle tomba en querelle avec la Girarde, sa belle-
soeur: le Diable en forme de lievre print occasion de la seduire:
se representant à elle en plain jour dans une ruë pres de sa
maison: et la persuadant et incitant de se donner à luy: et que
l’aideroit à se venger de la dite Girarde et de tous aultres: à
laquelle persuation n’ayant icelle à l’instant voulu
condescendre: aussy tout disparut: mais incontinent luy vint
derechef au devant en la mesme ruë, et poursuyvant sa premiere
pointe: l’exhortoit aux mesmes fins que dessus: cela fait, ill
la laissa et se retira, apres luy avoir, au prealable, mis une
pochée de pasnés; qu’elle portoit pour lors, une certaine
pouldre noire envelopée dans ung linge qu’il mist: laquelle
pouldre elle retint par devers soy. S’aparut à elle une autre
fois en mesme forme au territoire de la ville, l’incitant
dereschef à se donner à luy, à quoy ne voulant icelle
condescendre luy fist adonc requeste de luy donner une beste
vive: lors de ce pas revint ches elle querir ung poullet, qu’elle
luy apporta au mesme lieu où l’avoit laissé, lequell ill print:
et appres l’avoir remerecie luy donna assignation de se trouver
le lendemain avant jour au Sabath, avec promesse qu’il
l’enverroit querir: suivant laquelle promesse, estant la nuittée
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ensuivant, la vielle Collette du Mont venant la querir, lui
bailla de l’onguent noir qu’elle avoit eu du Diable; duquell
(apprès s’estre despouillée) s’oignit le dos, et le ventre, puis
s’estant revestuë, sortit l’huis de sa maison: lors fut à
l’instant enlevée: et transportée au travers hayes et buissons,
pres la banque sur le bord de la mer, aux environs du Chasteau
de Rocquaine, lieu ordinaire où le Diable gardoit son Sabath;
là où ne fut sytost arivée, que le Diable ne vint la trouver en
forme de chien avec deux grandes cornes dressées en hault: et
de l’une de ses pattes (qui lui sembloyent comme mains), la print
par la main: et l’appellant par son nom, luy dist qu’estoit la
bien venuë: lors aussytost le Diable la fist mettre sur ses
genoux: luy se tenant debout sur ses pieds de derrière; luy ayant
fait detester l’Esternelle en ses mots: Je renie Dieu le Pere,
Dieu le Fils et Dieu le St. Esprit; se fist adorer et invocquer
en ses termes: Nostre Grand Maistre aide nous! avec paction
expresse d’adherer à luy; que cela fait, ill ont copulation avec
elle en la susdite forme de chien, ung peu plus grand: puis elle
et les aultres danserent avec luy dos à dos: qu’apres avoir
dansé, le Diable versoit hors d’un pot du vin noir, qu’il leur
presentoit dans une escuelle de bois, duquell elle beut,
toutesfois ne luy sembloit sy bon que le vin quj se boit
ordinairement: qu’il y avoit du pain—mais n’en mangea point:
confesse qu’elle se donna lors à luy pour ung mois: ainsy
retournerent du Sabath comme y estoyent allés.
Que seconde fois fut au Sabath, apres que la vielle Collette
l’eut esté querir et qu’elle se fist oindre d’onguent cy
dessus;—declare qu’à l’entree du Sabath eut dereschef copulation
avec le Diable, et dansa avec luy; appres avoir dansé, à sa
solicitation de prolonger le temps, se donna à luy pour trois
ans; qu’au Sabath le Diable faisoit evocation des Sorciers et
Sorcieres par ordre (se souvient tresbien y avoir ouy le Diable
appeller la vielle Collette, la premiere, en ces termes: Madame
la Vielle Becquette); puis la Fallaise; appres la Hardie. Item,
Marie, femme de Massy, fille de la dite Collette. Dit appres
eux, elle mesme estoit evosquée par le Diable, en ses termes:
La Petite Becquette; qu’elle y a ouy aussy evosquer Collas
Becquet, fils de la dit vielle (lequell la tenoit par la main
en dansant, et une que ne cognoist la tenoit par l’autre main):
qu’il y en avoit viron six autres que ne cognoissoit: que la
dite vielle estoit tousjours proche du Diable: que quelque fois
tandis que les uns dansoyent les autres avoyent copulation avec
les Diables en forme de chien: et estoyent au Sabath viron trois
ou quatre heures, non plus.
Qu’estant au Sabath le Diable la mercha en haut de la cuisse:
laquelle merche ayant esté reuisitée par les sage femmes, ont
raporté avoir mis dedans une petite espingue bien avant, qu’elle
n’a point senty, et n’en est sorty aulcuns sang; ne scait par
ou le Diable a merche les autres: que les premiers venues au
lieu du Sabath attendoyent les autres; et apparoissoyent tous
les Sorciers et Sorcieres en leur propre formes: toutesfois
noircis et defficgurés, et ne les pouvoit en cognoistre.
Que le Diable apparoissoit quelque fois en forme de boucq au
Sabath; ne la veu en autres formes; qu’au departir, ill se
faisoit baiser la derriere, leur demandant quant reviendroyent:
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les exhortoit qu’eussent à adherer tousiours a luy: et faire des
maux, et pour cest effet leur bailloit certaines pouldres noires
envelopées dans ung drapeau, pour en ietter sur ceux qu’ils
vouloyent ensorcerer: qu’au departir du Sabath le Diable s’en
alloit d’un coste et eux de l’autre: appres les avoir toutes
prinses par la main: Qu’à l’instigation du Diable elle en a jetté
sur plusieurs personnes et bestes: notament sur Jean Jehan, lors
qu’il vint chez elle querir ung pourceau. Item, sur l’enfant
James Gallienne, et sur aultres: Item, sur les bestes de Brouart
et aultres.
Que c’estoit le Diable qui fut veu ches le susdit Gallienne, en
forme de rat et bellette, ycelle estant pour lors aux environs
de la maison du dit Gallienne, et s’estant venu rendre à elle
en resemblance d’homme, la frapa de plusieurs coups par le
visage et teste: dont estoit ainsy meurdie et deschirée lors que
fut veüe le lendemain par Thomas Sohier. Et croit que la cause
de ce maltraitement fut pour ce que ne voulut aller avec le
Diable chez le dit Gallienne.
Qu’elle n’alloit point au Sabath sinon lors que son mary estoit
demeuré la nuict en pescherie à la mer.
Que lors qu’elle vouloit ensorceler quelcun, sa poudre estant
faillie, le Diable s’aparoissoit à elle, luy disant qu’allast
en querir en tell endroit qu’il luy nommoit, ce qu’elle faisoit,
et ne falloit d’y en trouver.]

 DEPOSITIONS AGAINST COLLAS BECQUET.
MAY 17, 1617.
Susanne Le Tellier, widow of Pierre Rougier, deposed that after
her husband was dead she found witches’ spells in his bed; and
that while he was upon his said deathbed he complained of being
bewitched by Collas Becquet, with whom he had had a quarrel, and
who during the quarrel told him he would repent of it; whereupon
he was taken with ...[this is illegible in the record], whereof
he was ill for twelve days; they also found forty-four witches’
spells in her child’s pillow, some of which were made like
hedgehogs, others round like apples, and others again flat like
the palm of the hand; and they were of hempen thread twisted
with feathers.
Susanne, wife of Jean Le Messurier, deposed that her husband and
Collas Becquet had angry words together one day; they had an
infant about six weeks old, and as she was undressing it in the
evening to put it to bed, there fell upon the stomach of the
said infant, a black beast which melted away as soon as it fell,
so that although she carefully sought for it, she could never
discover what had become of it; immediately afterwards the
infant was taken ill and would not suck, but was much tormented;
being advised to look into the said infant’s pillow, she found
there several witches’ spells sewn with thread; these she took
out and carefully dressed all the feathers in the pillow; yet
when she examined it again a week afterwards, she found there a
black bean with a hole in it; of which, the said Becquet hearing
that he was suspected, his wife came to witness’s house while
the said Becquet was at sea, and told her that on account of the
rumour which witness had raised about her husband, he the said
Becquet would thrash the said Messurier, her husband, and
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herself, and would kill them; after that, witness went to their
house to say they were not afraid either of him or her, or of
their threats to kill her husband and her; witness had six big
chickens which ran after their mother, going out of the house
in the morning and returning at night; and one by one they began
to jump up against the chimney and eat the soot, so that they
all died one after the other, ...[this is illegible in the
record] as they jumped, until the last one which remained alive
up to one hour of daybreak, when it died; after they had told
this to Mr. de Lisle, and he had threatened the people, her
infant recovered and remained well.
Collas Rougier deposed that his brother Pierre Rougier when
dying charged Collas Becquet with causing his death.
Collas Hugues reported that being at a wedding, Collas Becquet
arrived there, and began to toy with his daughter-in-law, who
repelled his advances; the very same evening she was taken ill
in such a manner that they thought she would have died from one
hour to another; besides which she remained under the charm, and
they found one of the witches’ spells in her bed, which was shown
to the Members of the Court, who were making an inspection at
St. Peter’s; the said girl sometimes fell to the ground quite
blinded.
The wife of the said Hugues deposed to exactly the same as her
husband.
Jean de Garis, son of William, deposed that about two or three
years ago, having lent some money on pledge to Collas Becquet,
he asked him for the money, or else for a verification of his
security; when the said Becquet replied that he would let him
know what his security was; the said de Garis having then
returned home, found his daughter sick and afflicted; they found
witches’ spells and other conjurations several times in their
child’s pillow; but the mother of the said Becquet having come
to the said de Garis’s house, he gave her a drink of water and
half-a-loaf of bread, as he had been advised to do; since which
time they had found nothing more in the child’s pillow; however
to avoid all risk of the said witches’ spells they had always
since then let their child sleep upon straw; he fully believed
that this evil had come upon them by their means.
Mr. Thomas de Lisle deposed that Thomas Brouart, who resided in
his house, having called the son of Collas Becquet a wizard, it
happened that there was one day found in the said Thomas’s bed
a great number of maggots, which the said Sieur de Lisle saw,
and compared to an ant-hill, so lively and thick were they, and
they could hardly clear the said child of them, although they
put it in different places; afterwards the said child gathered
lice in such a manner that although its shirts and clothes were
changed every day they could not free it; the said Thomas Brouart
also had a brand new vest, which was so covered with lice that
it was impossible to see the cloth, and he was compelled to have
it thrown among the cabbages; upon which he went and threatened
Massi’s wife that he would beat her if she did not abstain from
thus treating his child; and on returning he found the said vest
among the cabbages clear of lice, which had also since then
quitted the said Brouart.
Jacques le Mesurier deposed that about two or three years ago
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he met Collas Becquet and Perot Massi, who had some fish and who
moreover owed him money; he wished to take some of their fish
at a reduced price, but they would not agree to it, and they
quarrelled; whereupon one of the two, either Becquet or Massi,
threatened him that he would repent of it; and at the end of two
or three days, he was seized with a sickness in which he first
burnt like fire and then was benumbed with cold so that nothing
would warm him, and this without any cessation; he suffered in
this way for nearly a month. Collas Becquet heard that witness
charged him with being the cause of his sickness, and he
threatened that he would kill witness; but very soon afterwards
the said witness was cured; and he affirms and believes that the
said Becquet and Massy, or one of them, was the cause of his
attack.

[Le xvij Mai 1617.
Susanne Le Tellier, veufve de Pierre Rougier, depose que son
mary estant decedé, trouva des sorcerots en son lict; et qu’en
son djt lict mortuaire, il se plaignoit esté ensorcelé par
Collas Becquet, avec lequel avoit eu dispute, sur laquelle
dispute luy dyt que s’en repentiroit; et la dessus fut prins de
m...[this is illegible in the record] duquel fut douze jours
malade; qu’ils trouverent quarante-quatre sorcerots en
l’oreiller de son enfant, que les uns estoyent fait comme
herissons, les autres comme pommes, et les autres plats comme
la rouelle de la main; et du fill de chanvre entortillé avec de
plumes.
Susanne, femme de Jean Le Messurier, depose que son mary et
Collas Becquet plaiderent à jour passé ensemble; qu’allors ils
avoyent ung enfant ayant de viron six semaines, et comme elle
le despouilloit au soir, pour le coucher, il tomba sur l’estomac
du djt enfant une beste noire laquelle fondit si tost que fut
tombée, d’aultant qu’elle fist debvoir de la rechercher et ne
peut jamais apercevoir qu’elle devint; incontinent l’enfant fut
prins de mal et ne voulu teter, mais fut fort tormenté; que
s’estant avisée de regarder dans l’oreiller du djt enfant y
trouverent des sorcerots cousus de fil, et les ayant tirés et
bien espluché la plume de l’oreiller, y regarda sept jours
appres et y entrouva derechef avec une febve noire percée;
dequoy, ayant le djt Becquet ouy qu’il en estoit suspecté, sa
femme vint ches la deposante comme le djt Becquet estoit à la
mer, et luy djt qu’à raison du bruit que la deposante avoit
sucité sur son mary, iceluy Becquet fuetteroit le djt Mesurier,
son mary, et elle, et les tueroit; qu’apres cela la deposante
fut ches eux leur dire que ne les craignoit, ny luy ny elle, de
ce qu’ils la menacoyent de tuer son mary et elle; qu’ayant la
deposante un jour six grands poulets qui couroyent appres leur
mere, ils sortirent de leur maison et revinent au soir; et un à
un se mirent a saulter en hault contre la cheminée et manget la
scie, qu’ils moururent tous un à un, à voy ...[this is illegible
in the record] comme ils sautoyent, jusques au dernier qui dura
en vie jusqu’à une heure devant le jour qu’il mourut; que depuis
que l’eurent declare à Mr Deljsle et les eut menacés, il a amendé
à son enfant et se porte bien.
Collas Rougier depose que son frere Piere Rougier en mourant
chargeoit Collas Becquet de sa mort.
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Collas Hugues raport qu’estant en une nopsce y survint Collas
Becquet jouet avec sa belle-fille, laquelle le rebouta; et des
le mesme soir elle fut frapée de telle facon qu’on pensoit
qu’elle mourust à chacune heure; qu’elle est demeurée mechaignée
de coste, et trouva un des sorcerots en son lict, qui pour lors
furent monstrés à Messrs de Justice qui estoyent à tenir des
veues à St. Pierre; que la djte fille tomboit quelque fois y
terre toute aveuglée.
La femme du djt Hugues depose tout de mesme que son mary.
Jean De Garis, fils Guillaume, depose qu’il y a viron deux ou
trois ans qu’ayant presté quelque argent sur un gage à Collas
Becquet, luy demandant son argent, ou qu’il feroit ventiller son
gage; luy repartit le djt Becquet à feray donc ventiller autre
chose; qu’estant le djt de Garis arivé en sa maison, trouva la
fille malade et affligée; qu’ils trouverent des sorcerots et
aultres brouilleries par plusieurs fois à l’oreiller de leur
enfant; mais que la mere du djt Becquet estant venue en la maison
du djt de Garis, luy donna à boire de l’eau et la moitié d’un
pain comme avoit esté conseillé de faire; depuis ne trouverent
plus rien à l’oreiller du djt enfant; toutesfois pour eviter les
djts sorcerots, ont toujours depuis couché leur enfant sur la
paille; croit que ce mal leur ariva par leur moyen.
Mr Thomas de Ljsle depose que Thomas Brouart, qui demeure en sa
maison, ayant appellé le fils de Collas Becquet, sorcier, il
arriva qu’il fut un jour trouvé au lict du djt Thomas grand
nombre de vers, et les ayant le djt Sieur de Ljsle veus, les
jugea comme une formioniere, tant estoyent mouvans et espais,
et à peine en peuvent vuider le dit enfant, l’ayant mis en
plusieurs endroits; qu’appres fut le djt enfant accueillis de
poulx de telle maniere que quoyque luy changeassent des chemises
et habits tous les jours ne l’en pouvoyent franchir; et qu’ayant
le djt Thomas Brouart un corset tout neuf, fut tellement couvert
de poulx qu’on n’auroit peu cognoistre le drap, et fut contraint
le faire jetter parmy les choux; surquoy fait menacer aultre
Massi de la batre si elle ne s’abstenoit d’ainsy traiter son
enfant; qu’estant revenu trouva le djt corset parmis les choux
denue de poulx, lesquels du depuis ont quitté le djt Brouart.
Jacques le Mesurier depose qu’il y a viron deux ou trois ans
qu’il rencontra Collas Becquet et Perot Massi, quj avoyent du
poisson, et d’aultant qu’ils lui debvoyent de l’argent, il
voulut prendre de leur poisson à rabatre, mais ne luy en voulant
bailler, eurent quelque dispute; sur quoy l’un des djts Becquet
ou Massi le menacerent qu’il s’en repentiroit; qu’au bout de
deux ou trois jours il fut saisi d’un mal que le brusloit, et
quelques fois devenoit tout morfondu, sans qu’on le peust
eschauffer, et sans aulcune relache; qu’il fut en ces tourments
pres d’un mois. Collas Becquet entendit que le deposant le
chargeoit d’estre causte de son mal, et menacoit qu’il tueroit
le djt deposant; mais bientost appres fut le djt deposant guery;
dit de cuider et de croire les djts Becquet et Massy, ou un
d’iceux, fut cause de son mal.]
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August 8, day: On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Michelle Jervaise, widow Salmon, 
Jeanne Guignon, wife of J. de Callais, and two of her children, in all four persons, were hanged and burnt after 
being put to the question.

October 17, day: On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Marie de Callais4 and Philipine le 
Parmentier, widow of Nicolle, of Sark, were hanged and burnt, after being put to the question.

November 25, day: The witch Christine Hamon, wife of Etienne Gobetell was permanently banished from the Island 
of Guernsey in the English Channel. (She would return on May 6, 1626, be again arrested, and would hang on 
July 21, 1626.) Likewise banished was the witch Thomasse de Calais, wife of Isaac le Patourel.

4. Note that this is not the same person as Thoreau’s ancestor Marie Le Galais Thoreau of the Isle of Jersey, who would not be born 
for another century.
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August 1, Saturday (Old Style): Jean de Callais, with his son, and their servants, were all charged with the practice of 
witchcraft, and were permanently banished from the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel.

December: On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Jean Nicolle, of Sark, being found guilty, was 
whipped, had an ear cut off, and was permanently banished from the island.

1618
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DALTON’S COUNTRY JUSTICE was first published in England (its last edition would be in 1746). It included 
instructions in how to conduct a search of the body of one accused of witchcraft, by a court official known as 
the “searcher,” for physical evidence in the form of concealed “witch marks,” in particular on and about the 
accused’s genitalia:

These witches have ordinarily a familiar, or spirit which
appeareth to them, sometimes in one shape and sometimes in
another; as in the shape of a man, woman, boy, dog, cat, foal,
hare, rat, toad, etc. And to these their spirits, they give
names, and they meet together to christen them (as they
speak).... And besides their sucking the Devil leaveth other
marks upon their body, sometimes like a blue or red spot, like
a flea-biting, sometimes the flesh sunk in and hollow. And these
Devil’s marks be insensible, and being pricked will not bleed,
and be often in their secretest parts, and therefore require
diligent and careful search. These first two are main points to
discover and convict those witches.

May 1, Saturday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Pierre Massi was 
condemned to be hanged. (He would contrive to get out of prison and would drown himself.)

August 7, Saturday (Old Style): The witch Jeanne Behot was permanently banished from the Island of Guernsey in the 
English Channel.

1619
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April 22, Saturday (Old Style): The witches Girete Parmentier and Jeanne Le Cornu, widow of Collas le Vallois were 
permanently banished from the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel.

September 16, Saturday (September 6, Wednesday, Old Style): After a couple of false starts, 149 white settlers again 
set forth from Plymouth, under Captain Christopher Jones, toward the distant “Northern Virginia” 
coast aboard the Mayflower:

Those passengers who had belonged to the church in Leyden were not Puritans but Separatists. Their pastor, 
the Reverend John Robinson, had put forth his beliefs on the separation movement in his book, THE 
JUSTIFICATION FOR THE SEPARATION FROM THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND in 1610. This distinction, between 
Separatists and Puritans, has been summarized in Thomas H. Johnson’s THE PURITANS and Eugene Aubrey 
Stratton’s PLYMOUTH COLONY: ITS HISTORY AND ITS PEOPLE, 1620-1691 and has been elaborated in Perry 
Miller’s ORTHODOXY IN MASSACHUSETTS, 1630-1650: The Puritan agenda was that the Church of England 
was redeemable and ought to be purified, while the Separatist agenda was that the Church of England was 
irredeemable and they ought to separate themselves entirely from such a baleful influence. However, both 
Puritanism and the Separatist movement of the Pilgrims, as well as Presbyterianism in general, did 
equivalently trace their origins to the Reverend John Calvin and to the Calvinism of the mid-1500s. Puritans 
would only begin arriving in America starting in about 1629, and would be settling in the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony under the leadership of Governor John Winthrop. It would not be until after the English civil war that 
the Puritan and the Pilgrim/Separatist movements would become indistinguishable, though their descendants 
would tend to keep to separate Colonies even into the 1690s due to differing views on the proper relationship 
of Church and State. Even the most religious among the passengers did not shun color, and did not restrict 
themselves to only black and white clothes, nor did they use big buckles on their clothing, shoes, or hats — 
such buckles would not come into fashion until the late 1600s. Wearing only colorless clothing would be 
occasionally a Puritan extreme but was never typical of Separatists. Although black, white, grey, and brown 
were the most common colors worn because they were the least expensive, they were definitely not the only 
colors. Children wore a lot of blues and yellows and both men and women wore lots of reds and earthy greens. 
The only color that was “taboo” in this group was the dark purple which would have indicated royalty, or at 
least wealth.5

The average age was 32. The oldest of the passengers was 57. Only five of the 104 were over 50 and only 
fourteen were over 40. About 60 were between 20 and 40 years old. At least 30 were under the age of 17. 
There were about 51 men, 22 boys, 20 women, and 11 girls. The oldest passenger to survive to partake in the 
1st Thanksgiving would be William Brewster, age 54.

1620

5. When a passenger died, an inventory of the person’s estate was taken by the Court for purposes of probate. From these inventories 
we know that John Howland had two red waistcoats, William Bradford had a green gown, violet cloak, lead colored suit with silver 
buttons, and a red waistcoat, and William Brewster had green drawers, a red cap, and a violet coat.
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Of the hundred-odd passengers stuffed into the Mayflower at least 30 were under the age of 17. There were 22 
boys and 11 girls. Special notice should be taken of four of these children, named More, who had at the last 
moment been put aboard under the most peculiar circumstances. The Mores of Shipton in Shropshire, England 
prided themselves that they were directly descended from King Malcolm III of Scotland (1058-1093), King 
Edward I of England, and King Henry II of England (died 1189). 

As early as the 12th Century, the family had been of recognized local importance on a moor near the Welsh 
border. By the 13th Century, the family had four manor houses on this moor and the head of the family was a 
constable of the crown of England pledged to provide 200 soldiers and “carry in his own two hands” the 
English banner against the Welsh. By the 15th Century the timber-and-plaster family home near Shipton was 
being referred to as Larden Hall. One of the members of the family came to be designated Lord of Linley, about 
20 miles away. In 1607 Jasper More, Lord of Larden, had a son as well as a daughter, and was rebuilding part 
of Larden Hall in stone, when his inheriting son was killed in a pistol duel over a woman. There arose the 
inevitable problem in regard to inheritance of lands and properties by primogeniture, according to which such 
lands and properties might not be split, or inherited by a female offspring. In the normal course of events, rather 
than allow female offspring to inherit, the law would have awarded all these lands and properties in one bundle 
to a cousin, Richard More, Lord of Linley. The Lord of Larden and the Lord of Linley therefore arranged a 
marriage of convenience between Jasper More’s 23-year-old Katherine More, and her relative, Richard More’s 
16-year-old Samuell More (the two were related, but not within England’s proscribed terms of consanguinity). 
The signing of the marriage contract took place on February 9, 1610 and the actual ceremony took place on 
February 11, 1610 in the tiny chapel of Shipton, Shropshire, an Anglican ceremony. Their inventive marriage 
contract, instead of “tabling” them together in the usual manner, had specified that their family arrangement 
was to be “without tabling,” which is to say, this particular newlywed couple was to have the option of not 
residing together. Instead of a single allowance, in the care of the husband, the document awards the bride and 
the groom entirely separate allowances of £20 annually. Six years later, in 1616 when Samuell More finally 
turned 21 and became of age and thus gained control over the combined estates of Linley and Larden, and over 
the three children who had been produced so far by his wife (whether or not he was their biological father), he 
began to “forbear,” which is to say, to avoid, his wife, and implemented this decision by taking up the position 
of personal secretary to Edward, Lord Zouch, who presided over the Council of the Marches of Wales (he 
would remain in this position until His Lordship’s death in 1625). His Lordship’s estates were at Bramshill, 
just outside London. After the birth of four children Ellen, Jasper, Richard, and Mary More, on April 20, 1616, 
four days after the birth of Mary, the husband would accuse the wife of infidelity, naming “a fellow of meane 
parantage and condicon” as obviously their biological father. He averred that “most of the children” had a 
greater resemblance to this local person Jacob Blakeway than to him “in their viseages and lineaments.” The 
husband’s chief concern seems to have been that rumors as to the shameful activities of his wife in Shropshire 
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had been resulting in his loss of “preferrment” at court, in and around London. Samuell More filed for a 
“cutting of the entail,” which effectively would disinherit these children. He then went back to London. The 
elder Richard More signed a document, that he would maintain “the grandchildren of the said J.M. for the 21 
years,” referring not to whatever father had produced the four but instead to the only solid rock of their 
paternity, Jasper More — their maternal grandfather. At first Katherine More responded by alleging that her 
husband and his father, having at 21, the age of his maturity, acquired total control over her Larden lands and 
title, were merely seizing upon an opportunity to throw her out. The husband gave care of the four children to 
a tenant farmer and removed to London. He explained that there was a reason why his parents were not able 
to take the four children into their own home: this was out of fear that “if it should have pleased God to visit 
any of them with death,” they would find themselves accused by the mother of murder. The mother apparently 
at this point went to reside with her Jacob Blakeway, averring that since he and she had contracted marriage 
before the marriage of convenience and inheritance had been arranged, therefore she and he were “one before 
God,” and the formal marriage that had been forced upon her could only be a fiction. What she was alleging 
was that there had been a “precontract” between herself and this Jacob Blakeway. Such a precontract would in 
fact have been recognized as valid under the law — had she been able to obtain the testimony of two witnesses. 
No evidence of any wedding ceremony would have been required. However, whatever “precontract” she had 
had with her beloved must have been a very private matter, entirely between themselves, because upon need 
Katherine More was entirely unable to produce the requisite two witnesses who would certify to such a 
“precontract” with her Jacob. The mother, according to the testimony of the cuckolded husband, “often 
repayred” during April to June 1616 to the tenant farm where her four children were residing “and there used 
divers exclamcons and slaunders and did teare the cloathes from their backes.” (The given interpretation for 
this conduct was that she was struggling to take physical possession of her children, to the point at which the 
cloth of their apparel was torn, but I wonder — might it not have been that the children had been given ragged 
dirty peasant costumes to wear, and she stripped them because she considered such attire to be an insult, as 
vicious punishment, as beneath their accustomed station?) The mother went before the diocesan court 
requesting a divorce, and permission to formalize her actual marriage, while Blakeway himself confessed to 
adultery — and was granted the pardon of the king. (We need not presume that the King of England knew of 
this adultery, or that he sanctioned or forgave it, for such royal pardons were for sale for a fee. We need only 
presume that either Jacob Blakeway or, more likely, Katherine More had been able to come up with sufficient 
cash money to purchase said pardon document from the official who had them for sale. The pardon document 
is signed by Henry Marten, a judge of the High Court of the Admiralty who normally dealt with cases arising 
aboard England’s ships on the high seas and in England’s overseas colonies.) After securing his pardon, Jacob 
Blakeway had come to reside at the Larden estate. As the husband Samuell More would put the matter, Jacob 
Blakeway had been “about the howses & about the grounds of the sd Samuel.” In early 1619 Jacob Blakeway 
was charged with trespass, breaking and entering, and “enormities” which clearly went far beyond the minor 
trespassing involved in “treadinge his grasse,” and the complainant asked for damages in the amount of 
£1,000. A jury awarded £400, such a sum as neither Jacob nor his loving Katherine would be able to produce 
no matter what they did, and after an appeal of this judgment had failed, Jacob of necessity “fledd” to prevent 
“execucon” of this fine, as that would have involved an entirely indefinite stay in the debtors’ prison. No more 
will be heard of him (perhaps he fled to the colonies, changing his name). At first Samuell More had offered 
to support Katherine More to the extent of 20 “marks” per year on condition that she “absteine from the 
company of Blakeway,” but then after three years of this feud, Katherine being unwilling to do without her 
Jacob, at the end of June 1619 he counterfiled to be divorced at the Court of Audience, alleging his wife to be 
“impenitent and incorrigible.” When the husband’s divorce case succeeded during June or July 1619, the 
divorced woman appealed the decision to the High Court of Delegates. A panel of four knights was appointed 
by the bishops of Rochester and Ely, and after a lengthy delay and much consideration from December 1619 
to July 8, 1620 (there were at least a dozen court appearances) they dismissed Katherine More’s case and 
confirmed the husband’s divorce decree. Samuell More was required to pay the court costs for both sides of 
the dispute. In July 1620 a servant of the More family was assigned the task of conducting the children to 
London and handing them off, by way of Philemon Powell, to John Carver and Robert Cushman of the 
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Brownists who were embarking for the New World. For a considerable sum (which in fact they never would 
receive, since it would be eaten up by the middlemen) the Brownists were willing to enter into a bond “to 
transport them to Virginia and to see that they should be sufficiently kept and mainteined with meate, drinks, 
apparrell, lodginge, and other necessaries and at the end of seaven yeers they should have 50 acres of land a 
peece in the country of Virginia” (with their bond money having been eaten up by these middlemen, obviously 
there would never be for any of them this “50 acres of land a peece in the country” in and around Plymouth, 
Massachusetts). Although there was some talk of what fine religious people these new custodians were, it is 
obvious that the primary consideration was to dispose of the embarrassing products of this illicit union on the 
next available boat elsewhere. The 8-year-old Elinor or Ellen More (she had been born on May 12, 1612 and 
baptized on May 24, 1612) would be assigned to the family of Edward Winslow, 7-year-old Jasper More (he 
had been born or baptized on August 8, 1613) to the family of Governor John Carver, and 5-year-old Richard 

More (he had been born or baptized on November 13, 1614) and 4-year-old Mary More (she had been born or 
baptized in Shipton, Shropshire on April 16, 1616) to the family of Reverend Elder William Brewster. When, 
after the Mayflower had sailed in September, Katherine More appeared before Sir James Lee, Lord Chief 
Justice of England, to find out what was happening to her four children, the mother was informed that:

The said Samuell upon good and deliberate advise thought fitt
to settle his estate upon a more hopeful issue and to provide
for the educacon and maintenance of these children in a place
remote from these partes where these great blotts and blemishes
may fall upon them and therefore took the opportunity of
sendinge them when such yonge ones as they went over with honest
and religeous people.

The passengers aboard the Mayflower were divided among the “Saints,” as the congregation of separatist 
Brownists imagined themselves, and “Strangers” who did not share their religious convictions. It is an 
interesting question, whether these First Comers would have regarded these bastards on board the Mayflower 
as of the Strangers, because they had not originated with their emigrating congregation, or as of the Saints, 
because they were attached to reputable families among the Saints. These four traumatized children had a 
tough time during the first winter at Plymouth. On December 6, 1620, the 7-year-old boy died in Provincetown 
Harbor while still aboard the Mayflower, and then in January or February 1621 8-year-old and 4-year-old girls 
also died — in Plymouth colony, the 5-year-old Richard More would be growing up not only without any 
parents but also without any siblings. He would stay with the Brewster family until he returned to England at 
the age of about 13, shortly after 1627. Richard would arrive back in the New World on the ship Blessing in 
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July 1635, bringing with him a young woman, Christian Hunter. The couple would be wed at Plymouth on 
October 20, 1636. Shortly after the wedding, Richard and Christian More would sell their land in the Plymouth 
Colony and relocate to Salem in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, where Richard would become a mariner and 
then captain of a ship. In 1643 Richard More became a freeman of Salem and joined the First Church there. 
Captain More sailed to Nova Scotia, Virginia, West Indies, and England at various times during the 1650s and 
1660s. He carried cargos of tobacco east and manufactured goods west, and engaged in some routine 
smuggling. On October 23, 1645 Richard More apparently became a bigamist by marrying with Elizabeth 
Woolno at St. Duncan’s, Stepney, Middlesex, England, while he already had a wife on the far side of the 
Atlantic (bigamy was being punished by execution, but this bigamy would not be brought to light until the 20th 
Century). 

In 1627 in England, Samuell More remarried, and the More family would continue in its holdings absent this 
particular clutch of questionable children. During the Civil War, the Puritan Samuell More would arm 30 men 
and hold nearby Hopton Castle in the name of Lord Protector Cromwell and the Republic for a month against 
a siege by 500 soldiers of the monarchy. When they surrendered the Puritan soldiers were put to the sword, 
only Lord More himself being spared to be packed off to prison for the duration. At the end of the Civil War, 
of course, he would be set free by Lord Protector Cromwell, and eventually he would become a Puritan 
Member of Parliament. In his will there is no mention of the four children who had been disposed of. Larden 
Hall no longer pertains to the More family — in 1968 it was dismantled by a contracting firm which sold off 
its antiqued materials as decorator items and the present Lord of Linley and Larden, Jasper More, a barrister 
and magistrate, now resides at a rebuilt Linley Hall.

In America:

• Samuel (!) and Thomas More would be born on March 6, 1641/1642 in Salem.
• Caleb More would be born on March 31, 1643/1644 in Salem, would not marry, and would die on 

January 4, 1678/1679 in Salem.
• Joshua More would be born on May 3, 1646 in Salem.
• Richard More would be born on January 2, 1647/1648, Salem, would marry with Sarah (---) before 

1673, and would die after May 1, 1696.
• Susanna More would be born on May 12, 1650 in Salem, would marry with Samuel Dutch in about 

1675, and would die after October 30, 1728, probably in Salem.
• Christian More would be born on September 5, 1652 in Salem, would marry with Joshua Conant on 

August 31, 1676 in Salem, and would die on May 30, 1680 in Salem.

Having wives in different ports clearly was not enough for this master mariner, Captain Richard More, for 
according to the Salem Church Records of 1688,

Old Captain More having been for many years under suspicion and
common fame of lasciviousness, and some degree at least of
incontency ... but for want of proof we could go no further.
He was at last left to himself so farr as that he was convicted
before justices of peace by three witnesses of gross unchastity
with another mans wife and was censured by them.
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After the deaths of his wife in Salem and his wife in England, the sea captain took a third wife, Jane. He died 
in Salem sometime between March 19, 1693/1694 and April 20, 1696 in Salem, after having been witness to 
the 1692 witchcraft hysteria. More’s gravestone survives, the only known original gravestone of a Mayflower 
passenger still in existence which was erected at the time of burial:

Around 1919, an unknown person has carved an inauthentic “DIED 1692” into Richard More’s stone.6 
The inscriptions now read:

HERE

LYETH BURIED

YE BODY OF CAPT

RICHARD MORE

AGED 84 YEARS

DIED 1692

MAYFLOWER

PILGRIM 

JANE SECOND 

WIFE TO CAPT

RICHARD MORE

SENR AGED 55

6. Refer to David Lindsay’s MAYFLOWER BASTARD: A STRANGER AMONG THE PILGRIMS (NY: St. Martin’s Press, 2002).

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

YEARS DEPARTED

THIS LIFE Ye

8 OF OCTOBER

1686
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May 8, Wednesday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Collette de l’Estac, 
wife of Thomas Tourgis, Collette Robin, and Catherine Hallouris, widow Heaulme, 3 women in all, were put 
to the question and then hanged and burnt.

October 17, Thursday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Thomas Tourgis of 
the Forest, his daughter Jeanne Tourgis, and Michelle Chivret, wife of Pierre Omont, were all three burnt alive.

October 19, Saturday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, Jean Le Moigne and Guillemine 
la Bousse, although accused of witchcraft, were set at liberty.

November 30, Saturday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Perine Marest was 
permanently banished, together with her husband Pierre Gauvin and their children.

1622
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Marie Filleul of the parish of St. Clement’s on the island of Jersey in the English Channel, 60-year-old daughter 
of Thomas Filleul, was tried before 24-man jury, found guilty of sorcery, and hanged and burnt. The goods and 
chattels of this witch were of course forfeit to King James I and the Seigneurs of her district.

October 3, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Etienne Le Compte was 
hanged and burnt.

1623
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May 28, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, Marguerite Tardif, wife of P. Ozanne, 
although she had been accused of witchcraft, was set at liberty.

June 4, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Ester Henry, wife of Jean de 
France was burnt alive. According to the sentence, the ashes of the burning, unworthy of any sepulcher, were 
scattered to the winds.

July 16, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Collette la Gelée was hanged 
and burnt.

October 22, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Jean Quaripel was hanged 
and burnt.

1624
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July 23, Saturday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Elizabeth, wife of Pierre 
Duquemin, was banished for 7 years. 

1625
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May 6, Saturday (Old Style): The convicted witch Christine Hamon, wife of Etienne Gobetell, who had in 1617 been 
permanently banished, returned to the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel. (She would be again 
arrested, and would be hanged on July 21, 1626.)

July 21, Friday (Old Style): The convicted witch Christine Hamon, who had been permanently banished but had 
recently returned to the Island of Guernsey, was hanged.

August 11, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Jeanne de Bertran, wife of 
Jean Thomas, was hanged and burnt.

August 12, Saturday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Marie Sohier, wife of J. 
de Garis, was hanged and burnt.

November 10, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Judith Alexander, of 
Jersey, wife of Pierre Jehan, was hanged and burnt.

1626
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August 25, Saturday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Job Nicolle, of Sark, 
was condemned to perpetual banishment.

1627
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January 16, Friday (1628, Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Thomas Heaulme 
of the Forest and his wife Anne Blampied were banished for 7 years.

May 1, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Marguerite Picot (l’Aubaine) 
was hanged and burnt.

Five ships of the Massachusetts Bay Company set sail, with a group of 300 settlers led by the Reverend Francis 
Higginson.

• The Talbot
• The George Bonaventure
• The Lyon’s Whelp, carrying only provisions
• The Four Sisters
• The Mayflower (not the same Mayflower as that of the Pilgrims who had disembarked at Plymouth)

August 7, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witch Susanne Prudhome, wife 
of Guilbert of the Castel, was put to the question, hanged, and burnt.

1629
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Nathaniel Hawthorne’s great-great-great-grandfather William Hathorne (1606/07-1681) sailed on the Arbella, 
settling in Dorchester in New England and then moving to Salem. He would serve as a Major in wars against 
the Americans and become a Magistrate and Judge of the Puritans, and we have his holograph signature upon 
a warrant for the whipping out of town of Friend Anne Coleman for being a Quaker:

This man’s son John Hathorne (1641-1717) would not actually judge at any witchcraft trial, but would conduct 
some of the preliminary hearings for that series of trials.

June 12, Saturday (Old Style; June 25, Tuesday on the modern Gregorian calendar): The Arbella bearing Simon 
Bradstreet and Anne Bradstreet entered Salem harbor. Old records fix this family as being initially in Salem, 
Charlestown, Boston, and Cambridge, then in Ipswich in 1636, and finally in North Andover in 1640.

The Massachusetts Bay Company, a group headed up by Governor John Winthrop, which initially had 
attempted to set up on the northern bank of the Charles River but had been unable to locate a good supply of 
water there, landed on what was then being referred to as “Blaxton’s Peninsula” due to the Reverend William 
Blaxton’s (Blackstone’s) hermit cottage and orchard there, with its good water supply. During this their 1st 
year in their new “Boston” settlement they would annex Pullen Point, the mainland peninsula across Pudding 
Gut from Deer Island that eventually would become Chelsea.7

It was important that these guys had something to drink. When they had set sail for the New World, they had 
taken care to carry with them 42 tons of beer, 14 tons of water, and 10,000 gallons of wine. They were 
accustomed to a Europe in which it was not safe to drink ground water, due to extensive contamination — and 
expected without thinking much about it that the same conditions of contamination would of course prevail at 

1630

7. Folk etymology says that the point was “Pullen” and the gut was “Pudding” because the tide used to run so strong there that 
mariners, sailing against that tide, would have to leap out onto the beach with a line and pull their boats along. –That is, that “Pullen” 
and “Pudding” are degraded forms of “pulling” or “pull ’em.” Whatever. This point would be renamed Point Shirley by real estate 
speculators in 1753 in honor of Governor William Shirley’s going along with it being given to them to develop into a locale for their 
fancy summer beach cottages.

naked from the waist upward, and bound to the tail of
a cart, is dragged through the Main-street at the pace
of a brisk walk, while the constable follows with a
whip of knotted cords. A strong-armed fellow is that
constable; and each time that he flourishes his lash
in the air, you see a frown wrinkling and twisting his
brow, and, at the same instant, a smile upon his lips.
He loves his business, faithful officer that he is, and
puts his soul into every stroke, zealous to fulfill the
injunction of Major Hawthorne’s warrant, in the spirit
and to the letter. There came down a stroke that has
drawn blood! Ten such stripes are to be given in Salem,
ten in Boston, and ten in Dedham; and, with those
thirty stripes of blood upon her, she is to be driven
into the forest.... Heaven grant that, as the rain of
so many years has wept upon it, time after time, and
washed it all away, so there may have been a dew of
mercy, to cleanse this cruel blood-stain out of the
record of the persecutor’s life!
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their destination.

The Governor in place in Salem, John Endecott, found himself automatically superseded by this newly arrived 
Governor John Winthrop, who had already been elected governor before departure of that group from England.

It appears that this newly arrived governor had brought with him in the Arbella a new eating tool, the “forke” 
(at least, at the point of his death in 1649 a fork would be listed in the inventory of his estate, although it is also 
possible that he had not received this implement until 1633 in a case sent to him by E. Howes “containing an 
Irish skeayne or knife, a bodekyn & a forke for the useful applycation of which I leave to your discretion”).

In a later timeframe, the Reverend William Hubbard would have his own imitable comments on this 
“lustre of years” in the history of New England.

MASSACHUSETTS BAY

CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE

READ HUBBARD TEXT
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Chapter XXI. Of the affairs of religion in the Massachusetts Colony, in New 
England, during the first lustre of years after the first attempt for 
the planting thereof; from the year 1625 to the year 1630.

Chapter XXII. Transactions of the Patentees at London after the Patent was 
obtained; debates about carrying it over; transportation of the 
Patentees and many others, in the year 1630.

Chapter XXIII. The proceedings of the Patentees at South-Hampton, when they 
took their leave of England; the solemn manner thereof.

Chapter XXIV. The fleet set forth to sea for New England; their passage, and 
safe arrival there.

Chapter XXV. The first planting the Massachusetts Bay with towns, after the 
arrival of the Governor and company that came along with him; 
and other occurrents that then fell out. 1630, 1631, 1632.

Chapter XXVI. The first Courts kept in the Massachusetts, after the coming 
over of the Governor. The carrying on of their civil affairs, from 
the year 1630 to 1636, with the accusations against them before 
the King and Council.
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Winthrop was quick to figure out that “Salem, where we landed, pleased us not.” They would attempt in the 
following six weeks or so to settle at what is now Charlestown, with some of them going on to start seven other 
townsites in the bay area. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s great-great-great-grandfather William Hathorne (1607-1681) 
had arrived on the Arbella, settling first in Dorchester in New England and then moving to Salem. He would 
serve as a Major in wars against the Americans and become a Magistrate and Judge of the Puritans, and would 
have Friend Anne Coleman whipped out of the town for being a Quaker:

The Covenant of Salem:

To oversimplify perhaps, the town meeting solved the 
problem of enforcement by evading it. The meeting gave 
institutional expression to the imperatives of peace. 
In the meetings consensus was reached, and individual 
consent and group opinion were placed in the service of 
social conformity.

— Michael W. Zuckerman, ALMOST CHOSEN PEOPLE:
OBLIQUE BIOGRAPHIES IN THE AMERICAN GRAIN,

1993, page 59

naked from the waist upward, and bound to the tail of
a cart, is dragged through the Main-street at the pace
of a brisk walk, while the constable follows with a
whip of knotted cords. A strong-armed fellow is that
constable; and each time that he flourishes his lash
in the air, you see a frown wrinkling and twisting his
brow, and, at the same instant, a smile upon his lips.
He loves his business, faithful officer that he is, and
puts his soul into every stroke, zealous to fulfill the
injunction of Major Hawthorne’s warrant, in the spirit
and to the letter. There came down a stroke that has
drawn blood! Ten such stripes are to be given in Salem,
ten in Boston, and ten in Dedham; and, with those
thirty stripes of blood upon her, she is to be driven
into the forest.... Heaven grant that, as the rain of
so many years has wept upon it, time after time, and
washed it all away, so there may have been a dew of
mercy, to cleanse this cruel blood-stain out of the
record of the persecutor’s life!

We, whose names are here underwritten, being by [God’s]
most wise and good providence brought together into
this part of America, in the Bay of Massachusetts; and
desirous to unite into one congregation or church,
under the Lord Jesus Christ, our head, in such sort as
becometh all those whom he hath redeemed, and
sanctified unto himself, do hereby solemnly and
religiously, as in his most holy presence, promise and
bind ourselves to walk in all our ways according to the
rule of the Gospel, and in all sincere conformity to
his holy ordinances, and in mutual love and respect to
each other, so near as God shall give us grace.
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Now cometh the hard part.
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Governor John Winthrop wrote his son John Winthrop, Jr. in England for ordinary suet or tallow, a material 
not available locally which he would presumably have needed for the making of candles. (One can see in his 
picture here, just how badly the governor was in need of those candles. :-)

For most nations, wars are about power and self-interest, but for Americans, they have always been about 
righteousness. American look at war as an epic struggle between good and evil. As Dubya recently put the 
matter, it is up to our nation “to defend the hopes of all mankind.” This sort of attitude began long before we 
were a nation, for in this year Governor Winthrop planted a great Biblical aspiration on American soil: 
“We shall be as a city upon a hill, the eyes of all people are upon us.” (His colonists would soon launch a war 
against Indian “devil worshippers.” In the decisive battle, a Puritan militia would set fire to the Pequot village 
at Fort Mystic and kill hundreds of men and women as they ran out of the flames. The bodies of so many 
“frying in the fire,” according to William Bradford, would seem “a sweet sacrifice to God.” The anxieties of 
the Indian conflicts would led the society straight into internal hunts for “witches.”)

“There is only one way to accept America and that is in
hate; one must be close to one’s land, passionately
close in some way or other, and the only way to be close
to America is to hate it; it is the only way to love
America.”

— Lionel Trilling

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION, 
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY
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Simon Bradstreet and Thomas Dudley (Anne Bradstreet’s father) founded Cambridge in the Bay Colony. 
The family’s first home, in 1631, was located in Cambridge, or “Watertown,” in a cabin at what is now Harvard 
Square. Per Anne’s poetry, she and Simon were happy in their marriage. “If ever two were one than surely we, 
If ever man were loved by wife, than thee. If ever wife was happy in a man, compare with me ye women, if 
you can.” They would produce eight children: Samuel I, Dorothy, Sarah, Reverend Simon II, Hannah, Mercy, 
Colonel Dudley, and John. Although those convicted of witchcraft in England tended to be poor, those accused 
in Salem were frequently relatively wealthy or powerful; for instance, in addition to the wives of selectmen 
and some wealthy widows, two sons of former Governor Simon Bradstreet were accused but not tried, as was 
Captain John Alden, son of the legendary John and Priscilla Alden of Plymouth Colony.

Simon Bradstreet became Secretary of the United Colonies of New England, a position he would occupy until 
1673.

July 1, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, Jehan Nicolle of Sark, although accused 
of witchcraft, was set at liberty.

July 15, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, the witches Marie Mabile, wife of 
Pierre de Vauriouf, and Thomas Civret, were put to the question, hanged, and burnt.

July 23, Saturday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, Susanne Rouane, wife of Etienne Le 
Compte, and her four daughters Judith Le Compte, Bertrane Le Compte, Ester Le Compte, and Rachel Le 
Compte were found guilty of witchcraft. The mother was permanently banished, but the daughters were 
banished for only 15 years.

October 1, Saturday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, Marie Mortimer, wife of François 
Chirret, and her son, and Vincente Canu, wife of André Odouère, and Marie de Callais,8 four persons, although 
they had been accused of witchcraft, were set at liberty.

1631

8. Note that this is not the same person as Thoreau’s ancestor Marie Le Galais Thoreau of the Isle of Jersey, who would not be born 
for another century.
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December 10, Saturday (Old Style): The witches Jehan Canivet, Renette de Garis, wife of Martin Maugeur, Elizabeth 
le Hardy, wife of Collas Deslandes, Simeone Mollett, and Marie Clouet, wife of Pierre Beneste were 
permanently banished from the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel.
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In England, trial of the Lancashire witches as William “We have ways to make you believe” Laud became 
Archbishop of Canterbury and began rigorously to enforce High Church worship. The Puritan ministers John 
Cotton and Thomas Hooker arrived in Boston.

1633
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Grandiere, a priest of Loudun, was burnt for having bewitched an entire convent of nuns. Shame on him. 
Tookie tookie. Don’t try that again.9

January 28, Tuesday (1633, Old Style): The witch Jacob Gaudion of Alderney was permanently banished from the 
Island of Guernsey in the English Channel. 

May 16, Friday (Old Style): On the Island of Guernsey in the English Channel, Marie Guillemotte, wife of Samuel 
Roland (known as Dugorne) and her daughter Marie Rolland were convicted of witchcraft. The mother was 
hanged and burnt and the daughter permanently banished.

1634

9. The incident has been made into a fairly incoherent movie.
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In the Plymouth colony, the codification of laws included 8 death-penalty offenses, offenses such as treason, 
murder, witchcraft, etc.

In the Massachusetts Bay colony, the Reverend John Cotton proposed 16 death-penalty offenses, one being 
sodomy. The colony, however, rejected his proposal.

1636
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The Council of the Narragansett of the bay of Rhode Island decided to ally with the Puritans of Massachusetts 
Bay and Connecticut in its war against the Mohegan tribe known locally as the “Pequot” or “Mankillers” (they 
knew themselves not as mankillers but as “the fox people”). Because of their location outside the boundaries 
of the United Puritan Colonies, their political and military autonomy, and the peculiar religious views of the 
most prominent white minister in their midst, the Reverend Roger Williams, Narragansett tribespeople were 
at that time able to discourage a flock of other ministers who were attempting to dissuade them from their 
religion.

1637
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The Massachusetts militia massacred a Pequot village at Mystic. They killed about 600; taking 30 males 
offshore, they drowned them in the sort of event that is described as a “noyage”; their women and children 
were sold or handed around as slaves.10

(For most nations, wars are about power and self-interest, but for Americans, they have always been about 
righteousness. American look at war as an epic struggle between good and evil. As Wubya put the matter, it is 
up to our nation “to defend the hopes of all mankind.” This sort of attitude began long before we were a nation, 
for in 1630 Governor John Winthrop had planted a great Biblical aspiration on American soil: “We shall be as 
a city upon a hill, the eyes of all people are upon us.” It is no accident that soon afterward his colonists had 
launched this war against Indian “devil worshippers.” The bodies of so many “frying in the fire,” according to 
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William Bradford, seemed “a sweet sacrifice to God.” The anxieties of the Indian conflicts would next lead 
the society straight into internal hunts for “witches.” American Exceptionalism means, it seems, never needing 
to say that you are sorry.)

The Reverend Roger Williams wrote to Governor John Winthrop about the successful expedition against the 
“Pequot” or “Fox People”: “It having again pleased the Most High to put into our hands another miserable 
drove of Adam’s degenerate seed, and our brethren by nature, I am bold (if I may not offend in it) to request 
the keeping and bringing up of one of the children.”

The Pequot slaves were transported to the West Indies aboard the 1st American slave ship, the Desire.11 
On its return voyage, the ship transported a cargo of African slaves to Connecticut. (Refer to A WONDERFUL 
VICTORY OVER THE ENEMIES OF GOD and MASSACRE AT FORT MYSTIC.)

Hugh Peter wrote to John Winthrop, Jr. that he had heard of a “dividend” of women and children from the 
Pequod captives and that he would appreciate being sent his own share, “a young woman or girl and a boy if 
you think good.”

10. A few Pequot warriors would elude capture and obtain refuge with other New England Algonquin groups. Most of those 
captured were executed but the Reverend Williams proposed that as a humanitarian measure, instead, they should be sold for a 
profit, and so about 1,400 persons would be exported. The peace treaty would systematically dismember what remained of the tribe 
in a manner designed to ensure that the Pequot could no longer function as a cohesive grouping. Some women and children would 
be distributed as “servants” to white households. The Narragansett and Eastern Niantic would accept some of the Pequot women 
and children, and one band was exiled to Long Island and became subject to the Metoac. For the most part, these Pequot would be 
absorbed by their “hosts” within a few years and would disappear. The remainder were placed under the Mohegan, and it is from 
this group that the two current Pequot tribes have evolved. The Mohegans would treat their Pequot guests so badly that by 1655 the 
English would be forced to remove them. Two reservations would be established for the Pequots in 1666 and 1683. By 1762 there 
would be only 140 Pequots and the decline would continue until a low point of 66 was reached as of the 1910 census. At present, 
the State of Connecticut recognizes two Pequot tribes: the Mashantucket and the Paucatuck. The 600 Paucatuck (Eastern Pequot) 
have retained the Lantern Hill Reservation (226 acres) at North Stonington but are not federally recognized. The Mashantucket 
(Western Pequot) received federal recognition in 1983.
11. The slave ship Desire, 120 tons, was constructed at Marblehead, Massachusetts and was one of the 1st ships, if not the very 1st, 
built in the colonies.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT EITHER THE REALITY OF TIME OVER THAT OF 
CHANGE, OR CHANGE OVER TIME — IT’S PARMENIDES, OR 

HERACLITUS. I HAVE GONE WITH HERACLITUS.

Witchcraft and the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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A complaint of witchcraft was made against Jane Hawkins in Boston, Massachusetts. There was an indictment 
or presentment in which the accused appeared before the courts preliminary to trial, but we know of nothing 
further.

In Boston, Dorothy Talbe killed her child, because of its misery she said, and so she was hanged (it was 
considered that the devil made her do it, and that hanging her would amount to a punishment of him — the 
ministers in attendance at Dorothy’s execution remarked, however, that they “could do her no good”).

In Aquiday, Rhode Island, a male with the family name of Collins, a male with the family name of Hales, and 
Mistress Anne Hutchinson were accused of witchcraft. We have no record of further action.12

1638

12. “Aquiday” was Aquidneck Island, now containing the towns of Portsmouth, Middletown, and Newport.
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It’s not just a good idea, in the Massachusetts Bay Colony it was the law:

Witchcraft which is fellowship by covenant with a familiar
spirit to be punished with death.13

In a later timeframe, the Reverend William Hubbard would have his own imitable comments on this “lustre of 
years” in the history of New England.

CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE

Chapter XXXII. The general affairs of the Massachusetts, from the year 1636 to 
the year 1641.

Chapter XXXIII. Various occurrences in the Massachusetts, from the year 1636 
to 1641.

Chapter XLV. The general affairs of New England, from 1641 to 1646.

Chapter XLVI. Various occurrents in New England, from 1641 to 1646.

Chapter XLVII. Troubles occasioned to the Massachusetts inhabitants by one 
Samuel Gorton, and his company, all of them notorious 
Familists.

Chapter XLVIII. Ecclesiastical affairs in New England, from the year 1641 to 
1646.

Chapter XLIX. Memorable accidents in New England, from 1641 to 1646.

Chapter L. The Colonies of Connecticut and New Haven disturbed by the 
Dutch at Manhatoes, and the Swedes at Delaware Bay, during 
this lustre, from 1641 to 1645.

Chapter LI. Conspiracies of the Indians against the English in New England 
discovered and prevented; from the year 1641 to 1646.

Chapter LII. The Confederation of the United Colonies of New England; the 
grounds and reasons leading thereunto, with the Articles 
agreed upon for that end.

Chapter LIII. Ships seized in the harbors of the Massachusetts, by pretended 
commissions of the Admiralty in England, in the year 1644.

Chapter LIV. Transactions between the Massachusetts and some of the 
Governors of the French Plantations in Acady, from the year 
1641 to 1646.

1641

13. This would be always by hanging, never by burning. Emerson to the contrary notwithstanding (“the fiery souls of the Puritans, 
bent on...burning the witch...”), we have zero record of any witch burnings, ever, in New England. The only record we have of any 
executions by fire is, instead, in regard to the punishment of errant slaves.

READ HUBBARD TEXT
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According to the COLONIAL RECORDS OF CONNECTICUT in this year (Volume I, page 77) it was the law of the 
colony that:

If any man or woman be a witch —that is, hath or consulteth with
a familiar spirit— they shall be put to death. EXODUS xxii, 18;
LEVITICUS xx, 27; DEUTERONOMY xviii, 10, 11.

Connecticut also included sodomy among its 12 capital crimes.

In Ipswich, whoever left carrion for 24 hours so as to draw wolves in or annoy people, would be fined 5s.

The fine for failure to comply would be 1s. per month until compliance was demonstrated. The General Court 
of the Bay colony also ordered that if one of these dogs killed a sheep it would immediately be hung and its 
owner would need to pay double damages to the owner of the sheep. (We may take note that in 1693 in this 
same cultural context, dogs would be being hung — on charges of witchcraft.)

1642

HOMOSEXUALITY

Whosoever kills a wolf is to have — and the skin, if he nail the
head up at the meeting-house and give notice to the constables.
Also, for the better destroying or fraying away wolves from the
town, it is ordered, that by the 1st day of 7th mo., every
householder, whose estate is rated £500 and upward, shall keep a
sufficient mastive dog; or £100 to £500, shall provide a
sufficient hound or beagle, to the intent that they be in
readiness to hunt and be employed for the ends aforesaid.
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In the English Civil War, King Charles I surrendered to the Scots and the WESTMINSTER CONFESSION defined 
the basic Calvinist beliefs of the Puritans.

Sir William Davenant was sent by Queen Henrietta Maria on a mission to King Charles I, then at Newcastle, 
to advise him to “part with the church for his peace and security.” The king, however, dismissed him with some 
sharpness, and Davenant returned to Paris where he would become the guest of Lord Jermyn. 

The “Witch-finder-General” Matthew Hopkins, under the sanction of the courts, had been “pricking,” 
“waking,” “watching,” and “testing” persons suspected or accused of witchcraft, and as a result of confession 
under extended torture, there had been many burnings in Lancashire, Suffolk, Essex, and Huntingdonshire. 
James Howell commented in his FAMILIAR LETTERS:

We have multitudes of witches among us; for in Essex and Suffolk
there were above two hundred indicted within these two years,
and above the half of them executed.

Within the compass of two years (1645-1647), near upon three
hundred witches were arraigned, and the major part of them
executed in Essex and Suffolk only. Scotland swarms with them
more and more, and persons of good quality are executed daily.

August 21, Friday (Old Style): At a session of the Particular Court held in Hartford, Connecticut, Mary Johnson of 
Wethersfield was found guilty of thievery and sentenced to be whipped, and to be brought forth a month hence 
at Wethersfield and whipped again. (In 1648 she would hang as a witch.)

1646
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In Rhode Island, John Coggeshall was in charge.14 The legislature voted to make sodomy a capital offense, 
although lesbianism seems to have been OK.

The legislature also enacted that:

Witchcraft is forbidden by this present assembly to be used in
this colony; and the penalty imposed by the authority that we
are subject to is death.

“Don’t think you are going to conceal faults by
concealing evidence that they ever existed.”

— Dwight David Eisenhower

1647

14. What relationship did he have with Friend Joshua Coggeshall? Once, while Friend Joshua was visiting Plymouth from Rhode 
Island, the authorities there confiscated his horse — it seems they had made it against the law for any “strange Quaker” to ride within 
their colony.
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In about this year an accusation of witchcraft was made against Elizabeth Kendall in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She would be tried, convicted, and hanged. 

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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Was a Mary Johnson of Windsor, Connecticut hanged in Hartford in this year as a witch? The only hard 
evidence we have is an unsupported entry in Governor Winthrop’s JOURNAL, “One —— of Windsor arraigned 
and executed at Hartford for a witch.” Dr. Savage considered this to be “the first instance of the delusion in 
New England,” but we have doubts about the accuracy of the record, as the governor may have merely been 
making a notation as to some gossip he had overheard. Here is the Reverend Cotton Mather in MAGNALIA 
CHRISTI AMERICANA:

There was one Mary Johnson tryd at Hartford in this
countrey, upon an indictment of “familiarity with the
devil,” and was found guilty thereof, chiefly upon her
own confession
And she dyd in a frame extreamly to the satisfaction of
them that were spectators of it.

May 26, Wednesday (Old Style): We presume that Alse (Alice, sometimes referred to as Achsah) Young was the wife 
of the John Young who had purchased a small parcel of land in Windsor, Connecticut in 1641, and would sell 
it in 1649 and disappeared from the town records. The property, shown on old maps of ancient Windsor, sat 
across the Farmington, beyond the Palisado or fort, higher than the plantations of the 1st settlers along the 
banks of the Connecticut. The property seems modest in comparison with some of the larger farms. Alse was 
the mother of a daughter, Alice Young Beamon, but had produced no son to inherit this smallish Young estate.  
This Alse would have the honor of being the 1st person executed for witchcraft in America. There may have 
just been some sort of epidemic in Windor, that had frightened people, or perhaps it was merely that she not 
produced a male heir –like Mary Johnson, Margaret Jones, Joan Carrington, and Mary Parsons, all of whom 
would also be hanged as witches in the late 1640s and early 1650s– which meant that were they to go 
unhanged, each of these women would have obtained control over their husband’s estate. No evidence of the 
suspicions levied against Alse has survived. Two persons, however, John Winthrop, the colonial governor of 
Massachusetts, and the 2d town clerk of Windor, Matthew Grant, recorded the event in their private journals. 
Winthrop noted in an undated entry evidently from late May 1647 that “One —— of Windsor arraigned and 
executed at Hartford for a witch.” Grant scrawled on the inside of the cover of his book that on “May 26. 47 
Alse Young was hanged.” The Reverend Thomas Hooker in all likelihood witnessed this hanging in Hartford, 
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for he delivered a sermon in late May from the pulpit of the Windor church because its pastor “Mr. Warham 
was absent in the Bay.” The text Hooker chose was Romans 1:18, “For the wrath of God is revealed from 
Heaven against all unrighteousness.” He urged the congregation to “Wonder therefore at the goodness of God 
to man fallen, that he hath not left him wholly in darkness, without any means to help him, but hath left some 
of his recoilings of the heart to recover him. So long as a prince leaves his ambassador in another country, it 
is a sign he maintains peace with them, but if he calls him home, they must expect war.” (The Reverend Hooker 
would die a little before sunset on July 7, 1647. 

Some three decades later, Alse Young’s daughter, Alice Young Beamon, would find herself accused of 
witchcraft in nearby Springfield, Massachusetts.)

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/65/1865_NewEnglandsRARITIES.pdf#nameddest=1643
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

At Concord, despite opposition from their powwaws or indigenous religious leaders, the native Americans 
“assembled to hear the word of God” out of the mouths of the supremely powerful white intrusives:

I have not been able to find, after a careful examination of the
Colony Records, that land was then definitely granted, either
to the Concord Indians or to those at Newton; and I have been
led to doubt whether any grants were made, as has been mentioned
by many writers. The first order was passed May 26, 1647, four
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months after the Concord Indians had adopted their code of laws,
and seven months after Eliot first preached at Waban; and this
did not relate to grants of land, but to the civil regulations
of the Indians generally; “where they assembled to hear the word
of God.” It is probable they lived by sufferance on lands claimed
by the English, prior to their gathering at Natick.15

As has been already intimated, these benevolent efforts were
opposed by some of the natives. This opposition arose
principally from the powwaws or priests. The Indians universally
believed in “the existence and agency” of invisible spirits.
“They worshipped Kitan, their good god, or Hobbamocco, their
evil god.”
Johnson speaks of them generally, as being “in very great
subjection to the Divel,” and of the powwaws, as “more
conversant with him than any other.” As his agents they
pretended to perform cures by enchantment and witchcraft. So
long as the peculiar sanctity of their office was recognised by
their brethren, their influence was very great; and, to say the
least, they were “back friends to religion.” Whenever
civilization and Christianity were introduced, these erroneous
notions were corrected, and their power ceased. Of this they
seemed to be aware.
In the discussions produced by the occurrences that have been
described, Wibbacowitts, already mentioned, took an active part.
He asked the English, why some of them had been twenty-seven
years in the land, and never taught them to know God till then.
“Had you done it sooner,” he said, “wee might have known much
of God by this time, and much sin might have been prevented; but
now some of us are grown old in sin, etc.”
To whom the English answered, “We doe repent that we did not
long agoe, as now we doe. Yet withal,” they added, “we told them
that they were never willing to hear till now, and that seeing
God hath turned their hearts to be willing to hear, we are
desirous to take all pains we can to teach them.”
This opposition prevented their immediate settlement in civil
order, and was considered, says Shephard, “a special finger of
Satan resisting these budding beginnings,” thought it did not
prevent the gradual progress of Christianity. The influence of
Rev. Mr. Bulkeley and other citizens of Concord, as well as of
the native Indians, hereafter to be noticed, was great in this
Christian enterprise.16

A SECRET LONG KEPT MADE KNOWN — WINTHROP’S JOURNAL ENTRY PROBABLY CORRECT —
TRADITION AND SURMISE MAKE PLACE FOR HISTORICAL CERTAINTY — THE EVIDENCE OF

15. Historians speak rather indefinitely, as appears to me, on this subject. Mention is frequently made of the Natick Indians as a 
distinct tribe, whereas none were known by that name til a place was settled in 1650, and then named Natick, granted like other 
tracts of land in which to form a civil community. The Christian Indians, gathered there from various tribes, were afterwards called 
Natick Indians, as the inhabitants of a town are called by the name of the town. And in regard to Indian titles, when the claims of 
Mason were asserted, and the charter forfeited in 1684, the settlers in various placed endeavoured to get confirmatory deeds and 
titles to their land; and obtained such deeds from the Christian Indians, not because they were in all cases legal heirs, but probably 
because they could give as good titles as any in their power to obtain.
16. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 

Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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AN EYEWITNESS — A NOTABLE SERVICE.

“May 26. 47 Alse Young was hanged.” MATTHEW GRANT’S
DIARY.

“The first entry (the executions of Carrington and his
wife being next mentioned) supplies the name of the ‘One
(blank) of Windsor arraigned and executed at Hartford
for a witch’ — the first known execution for witchcraft
in New England. I have found no mention elsewhere of
this Alse Young.” J. HAMMOND TRUMBULL’S OBSERVATION ON
GRANT’S ENTRY.

“Who then was the ‘witch’ with whose execution
Connecticut stepped into the dark shadow of
persecution? She has been called Mary Johnson, but no
Mary Johnson has been identified as this earliest
victim. Whose is that pathetic figure shrinking in the
twilight of that early record? We could think of her
with no less kindly compassion could we give a name to
the unhappy victim of the misread Word of God, who was
led forth to a death stripped of dignity as of
consolation: who to an ignorance and credulity, brought
from an old world and not yet sifted out by the
enlightenment and experience of a new, yielded up her
perhaps miserable but unforfeited life. Here is the note
which in all probability establishes the identity of the
One of Windsor arraigned and executed as a witch — ’May
26, 47 Alse Young was hanged.’” ”ONE BLANK” OF WINDSOR
(Courant Literary Section, 12, 3, 1904), ANNIE ELIOT
TRUMBULL.

Matthew Grant came over with the Dorchester men from the Bay
Colony in 1635, and settled in Windsor, Connecticut, where he
lived until his death there in 1683.

He was a land surveyor, and the town clerk, a close observer of
men and their public and private affairs, and kept a careful
record of current events in a “crabbed, eccentric but by no means
entirely illegible hand” during the long years of his sojourn
in the “Lord’s Waste.”

It has been surmised for several years — but without
confirmation — and credited by the highest authorities in
Connecticut colonial history, and known only to one of them,
that Grant’s manuscript diary contained the significant
historical note as to the fate of Alse Young. It waited two
centuries and more for its true interpreter, as did Wolcott’s
cipher notes of Hooker’s famous sermon, and there it is, “not
made on the decorous pages which memorize the saints,” Brookes,
Hooker, Warham, Reyner, Hanford, and Huit, “but scrawled on the
inside of the cover, where it might be the sinner might escape
detection.”

In the publication of Grant’s note Miss Trumbull has rendered a
great service in the settlement of a disputed question, in the
correction of errors, in fixing the priority of the outbreak
between Massachusetts and Connecticut; and in the new light
shining through this revelation stands Alse, glorified with the
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qualities of youth, of gentleness, of innocence; and the story
of her going to the unholy sacrifice on that fateful May morning
more than two and a half centuries ago is told with exquisite
tenderness and pathos.

Confirmation of the truth of Grant’s entry is given by the
scholarly historian of Windsor, Dr. Stiles, who says in his
history of that ancient town:

“We know that a John Youngs, [?] bought land in Windsor
of William Hubbard in 1641 — which he sold in 1649 — and
thereafter disappears from record. He may have been the
husband or father of ‘Achsah’[?] the witch; if so, it
would be most natural that he and his family should
leave Windsor.” STILES’ HISTORY OF WINDSOR (pp. 444-450).

JOHN and JOAN CARRINGTON. Wethersfield, 1651.

They were indicted at a court held February 20, 1651, Governor
John Haynes and Edward Hopkins being present, with other
magistrates; and they were found guilty on March 6, 1651. Both
were executed. RECORDS PARTICULAR COURT (2: 17). [Dr. Hoadley’s note
in this case: “Mr. Trumbull (Dr. J. Hammond Trumbull) told me
he had a record of execution in these cases. I suppose he
referred to the diary of Matthew Grant.”] The entry of the
execution appears in Grant’s DIARY, after the note as to Alse
Young. ONE BLANK OF WINDSOR, TRUMBULL.

LYDIA GILBERT. Windsor, 1654.

October 3, 1651, Henry Stiles of Windsor was killed by the
accidental discharge of a gun in the hands of Thomas Allyn, also
of Windsor. An inquest was held, and Thomas was indicted in the
following December. He plead guilty, and at the trial the jury
found the fact to be “homicide by misadventure.” Thomas was
fined £20 for his “sinful neglect and careless carriage,” and
put under a bond of £10, for good behavior for a year. RECORDS
PARTICULAR COURT (2: 29-57).

But witchcraft was abroad, and its tools and emissaries more
than two years afterwards fastened suspicion of this death by
clear accident, on Lydia Gilbert, it being charged that “thou
hast of late years, or still dost give entertainment to Sathan
... and by his helpe hast killed the body of Henry Styles,
besides other witchcrafts.”

She was indicted and tried in September or November, 1654, and
“Ye party above mentioned is found guilty of witchcraft by ye
jury.” Her fate is not written in any known record, but the late
Honorable S.O. Griswold, a recognized authority on early
colonial history in Windsor, says that as the result of a close
examination of the record, “I think the reasonable probability
is that she was hanged.” RECORDS PARTICULAR COURT (2: 51); STILE’S
HISTORY OF WINDSOR (pp. 169, 444-450).

GOODY BASSETT. Stratford, 1651. Executed.

“The Gouernor, Mr. Cullick, and Mr. Clarke are desired
to goe downe to Stratford to keepe courte uppon the
tryall of Goody Bassett for her life” — May, 1651.
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“Because goodwife Bassett when she was condemned”
(probably on her own confession, as in the Greensmith
case). COLONIAL RECORDS OF CONNECTICUT (1: 220); NEW HAVEN
COLONIAL RECORDS (2: 77-88).

GOODWIFE KNAPP. Fairfield, 1653. Executed.

“After goodwife Knapp was executed, as soon as she was
cut downe.” NEW HAVEN COLONIAL RECORDS (1: 81).

Full account in previous chapter.

ELIZABETH GODMAN. New Haven, 1655. Acquitted.

Elizabeth was released from prison September 4, 1655, with a
reprimand and warning by the court. NEW HAVEN TOWN RECORDS (2: 174,
179); NEW HAVEN COLONIAL RECORDS (2: 29, 151).

Account in previous chapter.

NICHOLAS BAYLEY and WIFE. New Haven, 1655. Acquitted.

Nicholas and his wife, after several appearances in court on
account of a suspicion of witchcraft, and for various other
offenses — among them, lying and filthy speeches by the wife —
were advised to remove from the colony. They took the advice.

WILLIAM MEAKER. New Haven, 1657. Accused acquitted.

Thomas Mullener was always in trouble. He was a chronic
litigant. His many contentions are noted at length in the court
records. Among other things he made up his mind that his pigs
were bewitched, so “he did cut of the tayle and eare of one and
threw into the fire,” “said it was a meanes used in England by
some people to finde out witches,” and in the light of this
porcine sacrifice he charged his neighbor William Meaker with
the bewitching. Meaker promptly brought an action of defamation,
but Mullener became involved in other controversies and
“miscarriages,” to the degree that he was advised to remove out
of the place, and put under bonds for good behavior; and Meaker,
probably feeling himself vindicated, dropped his suit. NEW HAVEN
COLONIAL RECORDS (2: 224).

ELIZABETH GARLICK. Easthampton, 1658. Acquitted.

RECORDS PARTICULAR COURT (2 :113); COLONIAL RECORDS OF CONNECTICUT (1:
573); STILES’ HISTORY OF WINDSOR (p. 735).

Account in previous chapter.

NICHOLAS and MARGARET JENNINGS. Saybrook, 1661.

Jury disagreed.

The major part of the jury found Nicholas guilty, but the rest
only strongly suspected him, and as to Margaret, some found her
guilty, and the others suspected her to be guilty. It is probable
that the Jennings were under inquiry when, at a session of the
General Court at Hartford, June 15, 1659, it was recorded that
“Mr. Willis is requested to goe downe to Sea Brook, to assist
ye Maior in examininge the suspitions about witchery, and to act
therin as may be requisite.” RECORDS PARTICULAR COURT (2: 160-3);
COLONIAL RECORDS OF CONNECTICUT (1: 338).
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1662-63 was a notable year in the history of witchcraft in
Connecticut. It marked the last execution for the crime within
the commonwealth, and thirty years before the outbreak at Salem.

NATHANIEL GREENSMITH and REBECCA his WIFE. Hartford, 1662. Both
executed.

Account in previous chapter. RECORDS PARTICULAR COURT (2: 182);
MEMORIAL HISTORY HARTFORD COUNTY (1: 274); Connecticut Magazine
(November 1899, pp. 557-561).

MARY SANFORD. Hartford, 1662. Convicted June 13, 1662. Executed.

RECORDS PARTICULAR COURT (2: 174-175); HOADLEY’S RECORD WITCHCRAFT
TRIALS.

ANDREW SANFORD. Hartford, 1662. No indictment.

RECORDS PARTICULAR COURT (2: 174-175); HOADLEY’S RECORD WITCHCRAFT
TRIALS.

JUDITH VARLETT (VARLETH). Hartford, 1662. Arrested; released.

It will be recalled that Rebecca Greensmith in her confession,
among other things, said that Mrs. Judith Varlett told her that
she (Varlett) “was much troubled wth ye Marshall Jonath: Gilbert
& cried, & she sayd if it lay in her power she would doe him a
mischief, or what hurt shee could.”

Judith must have indulged in other indiscretions of association
or of speech, since she soon fell under suspicion of witchcraft,
and was put under arrest and imprisoned. But she had a powerful
friend at court (who, despite his many contentions and
intrigues, commanded the attention of the Connecticut
authorities), in the person of her brother-in-law Peter
Stuyvesant, then bearing the title and office of “Captain
General and Commander-in-Chief of Amsterdam In New Netherland,
now called New York, and the Dutch West India Islands.” It was
doubtless due to his intercession in a letter of October 13,
1662, that she was released.

The letter:

“To the Honorable Deputy Governour & Court of
“Magistracy att Harafort. (Oct. 1662)

“Honoured and Worthy Srs. — 

“By this occasion of me Brother in Lawe (beinge
necessitated to make a Second Voyage for ayde his
distressed sister Judith Varleth jmprisoned as we are
jmformed, uppon pretend accusation of wicherye we Realy
Beleeve and out her wel known education Life
Conversation & profession of faith, wee dear assure that
shee is jnnocent of Such a horrible Crimen, & wherefor
j doubt not hee will now, as formerly finde jour
dhonnours favour and ayde for the jnnocent). Ye Ld
Stephesons Letter (C.B. 2: doc. 1).

MARY BARNES. Farmington, 1662. Convicted January 6. Probably
executed. RECORDS PARTICULAR COURT (2: 184).

WILLIAM AYRES and GOODY AYRES his Wife. Hartford, 1662.
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Arrested. Fled from the colony.

ELIZABETH SEAGER. Hartford, 1662. Convicted; discharged.

Goody Seager probably deserved all that came to her in trials
and punishment. She was one of the typical characters in the
early communities upon whom distrust and dislike and suspicion
inevitably fell. Exercising witch powers was one of her more
reputable qualities. She was indicted for blasphemy, adultery,
and witchcraft at various times, was convicted of adultery, and
found guilty of witchcraft in June, 1665. She owed her escape
from hanging to a finding of the Court of Assistants that the
jury’s verdict did not legally answer to the indictment, and she
was set “free from further suffering or imprisonment.” RECORDS
COUNTY COURT (3: 5: 52); COLONIAL RECORDS OF CONNECTICUT (2: 531); RHODE
ISLAND COLONIAL RECORDS (2: 388).

JAMES WALKLEY. Hartford, 1662. Arrested. Fled to Rhode Island.

KATHERINE HARRISON. Wethersfield, 1669. Convicted; discharged.

See account in previous chapter. RECORDS COURT OF ASSISTANTS (I, 1-
7); COLONIAL RECORDS OF CONNECTICUT (2: 118, 132); DOC. HISTORY NEW YORK
(4th ed., 4: 87).

NICHOLAS DESBOROUGH. Hartford, 1683. Suspicioned.

Desborough was a landowner in Hartford, having received a grant
of fifty acres for his services in the Pequot war. He owes his
enrollment in the hall of fame to Cotton Mather, who was so self-
satisfied with his efforts in “Relating the wonders of the
invisible world in preternatural occurrences” that in his
pedantic exuberance he put in a learned sub-title: “Miranda
cano, sed sunt credenda” (The themes I sing are marvelous, yet
true).

Fourteen examples were chosen for the “Thaumatographia
Pneumatica,” as “remarkable histories” of molestations from evil
spirits, and Mather said of them, “that no reasonable man in
this whole country ever did question them.”

Desborough stands in place as the “fourth example.” No case more
clearly illustrates the credulity that neutralized common sense
in strong men. It was a case of abstraction, or theft, or
mistaken thrift. A “chest of cloaths” was missing. The owner,
instead of going to law, found his remedy “in things beyond the
course of nature,” and he and his friends with “nimble hands”
pelted Desborough’s house, and himself when abroad, with stones,
turves, and corncobs, and finally some of his property was
burned by a fire “in an unknown way kindled.” Is it not enough
to note that Mather closes this wondrous tale of the spiritual
molestations with the very human explanation that “upon the
restoring of the cloaths, the trouble ceased”?

ELIZABETH CLAWSON. Fairfield, 1692. Acquitted. Account in
previous chapter.

MARY and HANNAH HARVEY. Fairfield, 1692. Jury found no bill.

GOODY MILLER. Fairfield, 1692. Acquitted.

MARY STAPLIES. Fairfield, 1692. Jury found no bill. Account in
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previous chapter.

MERCY DISBOROUGH. Fairfield, 1692. Convicted; reprieved.
Account in previous chapter. HUGH CROTIA. Stratford, 1693. Jury
found no bill. Account in previous chapter. C. & D. (Vol. I,185).

WINIFRED BENHAM SENIOR and JUNIOR. Wallingford, 1697. Acquitted.

They were mother and daughter (twelve or thirteen years old),
tried at Hartford and acquitted in August, 1697; indicted on new
complaints in October, 1697, but the jury returned on the bill,
“Ignoramus.” RECORDS COURT OF ASSISTANTS (1: 74, 77).

SARAH SPENCER. Colchester, 1724. Accused. Damages 1s.

Even a certificate of the minister as to her religion and virtue,
could not free Sarah from a reputation as a witch. And when
Elizabeth (and how many Connecticut witches bore that name)
Ackley accused her of “riding and pinching,” and James Ackley,
her husband, made threats, Sarah sued them for a fortune in those
days, £500 damages, and got judgment for £5, with costs. The
Ackleys appealed, and at the trial the jury awarded Sarah
damages of ls., and also stated that they found the Ackleys not
insane — a clear demonstration that the mental condition of
witchcraft accusers was taken account of in the later and saner
times.

NORTON. Bristol, 1768. Suspicioned. No record.

“On the mountain,” probably Fall mountain in Bristol, the antics
of a young woman named Norton, who accused her aunt of putting
a bridle on her and driving her through the air to witch meetings
in Albany, caused a commotion among the virtuous people. Deacon
Dutton’s ox was torn apart by an invisible agent, and unseen
hands brought new ailments to the residents there, pinched them
and stuck red hot pins into them. Elder Wildman set out to
exorcise the evil spirit, but became so terrorized that he
called for help, and one of his posse of assistants was scared
into convulsions. This case may be counted among the last,
perhaps the last traditions of the strange delusion which
aforetime filled the hills and valleys of Quohnectacut with its
baleful light. MEMORIAL HISTORY HARTFORD COUNTY (2: 51).

Roll of Names

Alse Young 1647

Mary Johnson 1648

John Carrington 1650-1651

Joan Carrington 1650-1671

Goody Bassett 1651

Goodwife Knapp 1653

Lydia Gilbert 1654
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Elizabeth Godman 1655

Nicholas Bayly 1655

Goodwife Bayly 1655

William Meaker 1657

Elizabeth Garlick 1658

Nicholas Jennings 1661

Margaret Jennings 1661

Nathaniel Greensmith 1662

Rebecca Greensmith 1662

Mary Sanford 1662

Andrew Sanford 1662

Goody Ayres 1662

Katherine Palmer 1662

Judith Varlett 1662

James Walkley 1662

Mary Barnes 1662-1663

Elizabeth Seager 1666

Katherine Harrison 1669

Nicholas Disborough 1683

Mary Staplies 1692

Mercy Disborough 1692

Elizabeth Clawson 1692

Mary Harvey 1692

Hannah Harvey 1692

Goody Miller 1692

Hugh Crotia 1693

Roll of Names
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What of those men and women to whom justice in their time was
meted out, in this age of reason, of religious enlightenment,
liberty, and catholicity, when witchcraft has lost its mystery
and power, when intelligence reigns, and the Devil works his
will in other devious ways and in a more attractive guise?

They were the victims of delusion, not of dishonor, of a
perverted theology fed by moral aberrations, of a fanaticism
which never stopped to reason, and halted at no sacrifice to do
God’s service; and they were all done to death, or harried into
exile, disgrace, or social ostracism, through a mistaken sense
of religious duty: but they stand innocent of deep offense and
only guilty in the eye of the law written in the Word of God,
as interpreted and enforced by the forefathers who wrought their
condemnation, and whose religion made witchcraft a heinous sin,
and whose law made it a heinous crime.

Is the contrast in human experience, between the servitude to
credulity and superstition in 1647-97 and the deliverance from
it of this day, any wider than between the ironclad theology of
that and of later times, and the challenge to it, and its
diabolical logic, of yesterday, which marks a new era in
denominational creeds, in religious beliefs, and their
expression?

Jonathan Edwards, in his famous sermon at Enfield in 1741, on
“Sinners in the hands of an Angry God,” was inspired to say to
the impenitent: “The God that holds you over the pit of hell,
much as one holds a spider or some loathsome insect over the
fire, abhors you and is dreadfully provoked; His wrath toward
you burns like fire; He looks upon you as worthy of nothing else
but to be cast into the fire; He is of purer eyes than to bear
to have you in His sight; you are 10,000 times so abominable in
His eyes as the most hateful and venomous serpent is in ours....
Instead of one how many is it likely will remember this discourse
in hell! And it would be a wonder if some that are now present
should not be in hell in a very short time — before this year
is out. And it would be no wonder if some persons, that now sit
here in some seats of this meeting-house, in health and quiet,
and secure, should be there before to-morrow morning.” One
hundred and sixty-three years later, Rev. Dr. Samuel T. Carter,
a godly minister of the same faith, “a heretic who is no
heretic,” stood before the presbytery of Nassau, was invited to
remain in the Presbyterian communion, and yet said this of the
doctrine of Edwards, as written in the WESTMINSTER CONFESSION: “In
God’s name and Christ’s name it is not true. There is no such

Winifred Benham, Senr. 1697

Winifred Benham, Junr. 1697

Sarah Spencer 1724

 —— Norton 1768

Roll of Names
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God as the God of the confession. There is no such world as the
world of the confession. There is no such eternity as the
eternity of the confession.... This world so full of flowers and
sunshine and the laughter of children is not a cursed lost world,
and the ‘endless torment’ of the confession is not God’s, nor
Christ’s, nor the Bible’s idea of future punishment.”

What should constitute the true faith of a Christian, and set
him apart from his fellowmen in duties and observances, was one
of the crucial questions in the everyday life of the early New
England colonists, and the hanging and discipline of witches was
one of its necessary incidents.

It was the same spirit of intolerance and of religious animosity
that was written in the treatment of the Quakers and Baptists
at Boston; in the experience of Roger Williams and Anne
Hutchinson; and of “The Rogerenes” in Connecticut, for
“profanation of the Sabbath,” told in a chapter of forgotten
history.

In the sunlight of the later revelation, is not the present
judgment of the men and women of those far off times, “when the
wheel of prayer was in perpetual motion,” when fear and
superstition and the wrath of an angry God ruled the strongest
minds, truly interpreted in the solemn afterthoughts which the
poet ascribes to the magistrate and minister at the grave of
Giles Corey?

HATHORNE

“This is the Potter’s Field. Behold the fate
Of those who deal in witchcrafts, and when questioned,
Refuse to plead their guilt or innocence,
And stubbornly drag death upon themselves.
MATHER

“Those who lie buried in the Potter’s Field
Will rise again as surely as ourselves
That sleep in honored graves with epitaphs;
And this poor man whom we have made a victim,
Hereafter will be counted as a martyr.”
THE NEW ENGLAND TRAGEDIES.

Historical Note

Roger Ludlow
The Connecticut historians to a very recent date, in ignorance
of the facts, and despite his notable services of twenty-four
years to the colonies, left Ludlow to die in obscurity in
Virginia or elsewhere, and some of the traditions, based on no
record or other evidence, have been recently repeated. It is
therefore proper to state here in few words who Ludlow was, what
he did both in Massachusetts and Connecticut, and after his
“return into England” in 1654.

Ludlow came of an ancient English family, which gave to history
in his own time and generation such illustrious kinsmen as Sir
Henry Ludlow, a member of the Long Parliament and one of the
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Puritan leaders, and Sir Edmund Ludlow, member of Parliament,
Lieutenant-General under Cromwell, member of the court at King
Charles’ trial, and whom Macaulay named “the most illustrious
saviour of a mighty race of men, the judges of a king, the
founders of a republic.”

In May, 1630, Ludlow came to Massachusetts, as one of the
Assistants under the charter of “The Governor and company of
Massachusetts Bay in New England.”

His services in the Bay Colony from 1630-35 ranged from the
duties of a magistrate in the Great Charter Court to those of
the high office of Deputy Governor. The quality of that service
is written in a bare statement of his various offices — surveyor,
negotiator of the Pequot treaty, colonel ex officio, auditor of
Governor Winthrop’s accounts, superintendent of fortifications,
military commissioner, member of the General Court, Deputy
Governor when Thomas Dudley was Governor; and he was always one
of the foremost men in civil, political, and social affairs, to
the day of his departure to “the valley of the long river,” — a
day of good fortune for Connecticut.

When Massachusetts established church membership as the
condition of suffrage, — and radical differences of opinion on
other matters arose, — it marked the culmination of a set purpose
of some of her ablest men to remove from her jurisdiction, among
whom Hooker, Ludlow, and Haynes were the most notable. The
General Court created a commission to govern Connecticut for a
year, and made Ludlow its chief. He came to the new land of
promise with the Dorchester men, and settled in Windsor in 1635-
36.

What he did in the nineteen years of his residence at Windsor
and Fairfield is epitomized in a brief summary of the duties and
honors to which he was called by his fellowmen:

Chief of the Massachusetts commission and the first Governor,
de facto; organizer and chief magistrate of the first court;
writer of the earliest laws; president of the court which
declared war against the Pequots; framer of the Fundamental
Orders — the Constitution of 1639 — which embodied the great
principles of government by the people propounded and elucidated
by the illustrious Thomas Hooker, in his letter to Governor
Winthrop, and in his famous sermon; compiler, at the request of
the General Court, of the BODY OF LAWES, the CODE OF 1650;
commissioner on important state matters; commissioner for the
United Colonies; founder and defender of Fairfield; patriot,
jurist, statesman.

Ludlow left Connecticut in 1654, not to die in obscurity as the
earlier writers imagined, but to serve abroad for several years
in positions of honor and distinction.

Cromwell invited him to return, as he did many of the leading
Puritans in New England, and appointed him a commissioner for
the administration of justice in Dublin; also to serve with the
chief justice of the upper bench and other distinguished
lawyers, to determine all the claims to the forfeited Irish
lands, and at last as a Master in Chancery.
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Ten years Ludlow served in these important stations; and at his
death, probably in 1664, he was buried in St. Michael’s
churchyard in Dublin, with his wife — a sister of Governor John
Endicott — and other members of his family.17

Bibliographical Note
Some of the authorities and records in witchcraft literature
consulted in the writing of this essay are here cited for
reference and information:

Connecticut Archives: WYLLYS PAPERS, ORIGINAL WITCHCRAFT
DEPOSITIONS

Records: GENERAL COURT, PARTICULAR COURT, COURT OF ASSISTANTS,
COUNTY COURT, COLONIAL BOUNDARIES, CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS,
CONNECTICUT COLONIAL, NEW HAVEN COLONIAL, HARTFORD PROBATE, NEW
HAVEN TOWN

MAGNOLIA CHRISTI AMERICANA (MATHER)

MATTHEW GRANT’S DIARY (TRUMBULL’S OBSERVATIONS) Courant
Literary Section, 12-3-1904

HOADLEY’S Witchcraft Trials and Notes (Manuscript)

WINTHROP’S HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND

STILES’ HISTORY OF WINDSOR

BLUE LAWS, TRUE AND FALSE (TRUMBULL)

PERKINS’ DISCOURSE

THE LITERATURE OF WITCHCRAFT (BURR)

HAMMURABI’S CODE

Cent. Mag., June, 1903

BLACKSTONE’S COMMENTARIES

A TALE OF THE WITCHES (STONE)

LECKY’S RATIONALISM IN EUROPE

THE WITCH PERSECUTIONS (BURR)

Encyc. Articles (“Witchcraft”): BRITANNICA, AMERICANA,

17. ROGER LUDLOW — THE COLONIAL LAWMAKER — TAYLOR.
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INTERNATIONAL, CHAMBERS’, JOHNSON’S

CONNECTICUT: ORIGIN OF HER COURTS AND LAWS (HAMERSLEY)

BARBER’S CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS

SCHENCK’S FAIRFIELD

CONNECTICUT AS A COLONY AND STATE (MORGAN et al.)

THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES (HAWTHORNE)

LATIMER’S SALEM

JOHNSTON’S NATHAN HALE

CONNECTICUT HISTORY (TRUMBULL)

UPHAM’S SALEM WITCHCRAFT

Conn. Mag., Nov., 1899

Dalton’s JUSTICE

MEM. HIST, OF BOSTON

MEM. HIST, OF HARTFORD COUNTY

Palfrey’s NEW ENGLAND

HISTORIC TOWNS OF NEW ENGLAND (Latimer)

GILES COREY OF THE SALEM FARMS (Longfellow)

NEW FRANCE AND NEW ENGLAND (Fiske)

Scott’s DEMONOLOGY AND WITCHCRAFT

Lowell’s “Witchcraft” (AMONG MY BOOKS)

Whitmore’s COLONIAL LAWS

Drake’s WITCHCRAFT DELUSION IN NEW ENGLAND

Fowler’s SALEM WITCHCRAFT

Hutchinson’s HIST, OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY

Larned’s HIST, OF READY REFERENCE (Mass.)

Howe’s PURITAN REPUBLIC

Goodwin’s PILGRIM REPUBLIC

Merejkowski’s ROMANCE OF LEONARDO DA VINCI

Bulwer’s LAST DAYS OF POMPEII

Weyman’s THE LONG NIGHT

Crockett’s THE BLACK DOUGLAS

Lea’s HIST, OF THE INQUISITION

SCARLET LETTER (Hawthorne)

A CASE OF WITCHCRAFT IN CONNECTICUT (Hoadley)

WITCHES IN CONNECTICUT (Bliss)

HISTORICAL DISCOURSES (Bacon)

HISTORY OF WETHERSFIELD (Stiles)

HISTORY OF LONG ISLAND (Thompson), WITCHCRAFT IN BOSTON
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(Poole)

LITERATURE OF WITCHCRAFT IN NEW ENGLAND (Winsor)

WITCHCRAFT AND SECOND SIGHT IN THE SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS (Campbell)

WITCH-HUNTER IN THE BOOKSHOPS (Burr)

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS (Carpenter)
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THE WITCHCRAFT TRIALS IN SALEM: A COMMENTARY 

by Douglas Linder
From June through September of 1692, nineteen men and women, all
having been convicted of witchcraft, were carted to Gallows
Hill, a barren slope near Salem Village, for hanging. Another
man of over eighty years was pressed to death under heavy stones
for refusing to submit to a trial on witchcraft charges.
Hundreds of others faced accusations of witchcraft. Dozens
languished in jail for months without trials. Then, almost as
soon as it had begun, the hysteria that swept through Puritan
Massachusetts ended. 
Why did this travesty of justice occur? Why did it occur in
Salem? Nothing about this tragedy was inevitable. Only an
unfortunate combination of an ongoing frontier war, economic
conditions, congregational strife, teenage boredom, and
personal jealousies can account for the spiraling accusations,
trials, and executions that occurred in the spring and summer
of 1692.
In 1688, John Putnam, one of the most influential elders of Salem
Village, invited Samuel Parris, formerly a marginally successful
planter and merchant in Barbados, to preach in the Village
church. A year later, after negotiations over salary, inflation
adjustments, and free firewood, Parris accepted the job as
Village minister. He moved to Salem Village with his wife
Elizabeth, his six-year-old daughter Betty, niece Abagail
Williams, and his Indian slave Tituba, acquired by Parris in
Barbados. The Salem that became the new home of Parris was in
the midst of change: a mercantile elite was beginning to
develop, prominent people were becoming less willing to assume
positions as town leaders, two clans (the Putnams and the
Porters) were competing for control of the village and its
pulpit, and a debate was raging over how independent Salem
Village, tied more to the interior agricultural regions, should
be from Salem, a center of sea trade. Sometime during February
of the exceptionally cold winter of 1692, young Betty Parris
became strangely ill. She dashed about, dove under furniture,
contorted in pain, and complained of fever. The cause of her
symptoms may have been some combination of stress, asthma,
guilt, child abuse, epilepsy, and delusional psychosis, but
there were other theories. Cotton Mather had recently published
a popular book, “Memorable Providences,” describing the
suspected witchcraft of an Irish washerwoman in Boston, and
Betty’s behavior in some ways mirrored that of the afflicted
person described in Mather’s widely read and discussed book. It
was easy to believe in 1692 in Salem, with an Indian war raging
less than seventy miles away (and many refugees from the war in
the area) that the devil was close at hand. Sudden and violent
death occupied minds. Talk of witchcraft increased when other
playmates of Betty, including eleven-year-old Ann Putnam,
seventeen-year-old Mercy Lewis, and Mary Walcott, began to
exhibit similar unusual behavior. When his own nostrums failed

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

to effect a cure, William Griggs, a doctor called to examine the
girls, suggested that the girls’ problems might have a
supernatural origin. The widespread belief that witches targeted
children made the doctor’s diagnosis seem increasing likely. A
neighbor, Mary Sibley, proposed a form of counter magic. She
told Tituba to bake a rye cake with the urine of the afflicted
victim and feed the cake to a dog. ( Dogs were believed to be
used by witches as agents to carry out their devilish commands.)
By this time, suspicion had already begun to focus on Tituba,
who had been known to tell the girls tales of omens, voodoo, and
witchcraft from her native folklore. Her participation in the
urine cake episode made her an even more obvious scapegoat for
the inexplicable. Meanwhile, the number of girls afflicted
continued to grow, rising to seven with the addition of Ann
Putnam, Elizabeth Hubbard, Susannah Sheldon, and Mary Warren.
According to historian Peter Hoffer, the girls “turned
themselves from a circle of friends into a gang of juvenile
delinquents.” ( Many people of the period complained that young
people lacked the piety and sense of purpose of the founders’
generation.) The girls contorted into grotesque poses, fell down
into frozen postures, and complained of biting and pinching
sensations. In a village where everyone believed that the devil
was real, close at hand, and acted in the real world, the
suspected affliction of the girls became an obsession. Sometime
after February 25, when Tituba baked the witch cake, and
February 29, when arrest warrants were issued against Tituba and
two other women, Betty Parris and Abigail Williams named their
afflictors and the witchhunt began. The consistency of the two
girls’ accusations suggests strongly that the girls worked out
their stories together. Soon Ann Putnam and Mercy Lewis were
also reporting seeing “witches flying through the winter mist.”
The prominent Putnam family supported the girls’ accusations,
putting considerable impetus behind the prosecutions. The first
three to be accused of witchcraft were Tituba, Sarah Good, and
Sarah Osborn. Tituba was an obvious choice (LINK TO TITUBA’S
EXAMINATION). Good was a beggar and social misfit who lived
wherever someone would house her (LINK TO GOOD’S EXAMINATION)
(LINK TO GOOD’S TRIAL), and Osborn was old, quarrelsome, and had
not attended church for over a year. The Putnams brought their
complaint against the three women to county magistrates Jonathan
Corwin and John Hathorne, who scheduled examinations for the
suspected witches for March 1, 1692 in Ingersoll’s tavern. When
hundreds showed up, the examinations were moved to the meeting
house. At the examinations, the girls described attacks by the
specters of the three women, and fell into their by then
perfected pattern of contortions when in the presence of one of
the suspects. Other villagers came forward to offer stories of
cheese and butter mysteriously gone bad or animals born with
deformities after visits by one of the suspects.The magistrates,
in the common practice of the time, asked the same questions of
each suspect over and over: Were they witches? Had they seen
Satan? How, if they are were not witches, did they explain the
contortions seemingly caused by their presence? The style and
form of the questions indicates that the magistrates thought the
women guilty. The matter might have ended with admonishments
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were it not for Tituba. After first adamantly denying any guilt,
afraid perhaps of being made a scapegoat, Tituba claimed that
she was approached by a tall man from Boston--obviously Satan-
-who sometimes appeared as a dog or a hog and who asked her to
sign in his book and to do his work. Yes, Tituba declared, she
was a witch, and moreover she and four other witches, including
Good and Osborn, had flown through the air on their poles. She
had tried to run to Reverend Parris for counsel, she said, but
the devil had blocked her path. Tituba’s confession succeeded
in transforming her from a possible scapegoat to a central
figure in the expanding prosecutions. Her confession also served
to silence most skeptics, and Parris and other local ministers
began witch hunting with zeal. Soon, according to their own
reports, the spectral forms of other women began attacking the
afflicted girls. Martha Corey, Rebecca Nurse, Sarah Cloyce, and
Mary Easty (LINK TO EASTY’S EXAMINATION) (LINK TO EASTY’S
PETITION FOR MERCY) were accused of witchcraft. During a March
20 church service, Ann Putnam suddenly shouted, “Look where
Goodwife Cloyce sits on the beam suckling her yellow bird
between her fingers!” Soon Ann’s mother, Ann Putnam, Sr., would
join the accusers. Dorcas Good, four-year-old daughter of Sarah
Good, became the first child to be accused of witchcraft when
three of the girls complained that they were bitten by the
specter of Dorcas. (The four-year-old was arrested, kept in jail
for eight months, watched her mother get carried off to the
gallows, and would “cry her heart out, and go insane.”) The girls
accusations and their ever more polished performances, including
the new act of being struck dumb, played to large and believing
audiences.
Stuck in jail with the damning testimony of the afflicted girls
widely accepted, suspects began to see confession as a way to
avoid the gallows. Deliverance Hobbs became the second witch to
confess, admitting to pinching three of the girls at the Devil’s
command and flying on a pole to attend a witches’ Sabbath in an
open field. Jails approached capacity and the colony “teetered
on the brink of chaos” when Governor Phips returned from
England. Fast action, he decided, was required.
Phips created a new court, the “court of oyer and terminer,” to
hear the witchcraft cases. Five judges, including three close
friends of Cotton Mather, were appointed to the court. Chief
Justice, and most influential member of the court, was a gung-
ho witch hunter named William Stoughton. Mather urged Stoughton
and the other judges to credit confessions and admit “spectral
evidence” (testimony by afflicted persons that they had been
visited by a suspect’s specter). Ministers were looked to for
guidance by the judges, who were generally without legal
training, on matters pertaining to witchcraft. Mather’s advice
was heeded. the judges also decided to allow the so-called
“touching test” (defendants were asked to touch afflicted
persons to see if their touch, as was generally assumed of the
touch of witches, would stop their contortions) and examination
of the bodies of accused for evidence of “witches’ marks” (moles
or the like upon which a witch’s familiar might suck) (SCENE
DEPICTING EXAMINATION FOR MARKS). Evidence that would be
excluded from modern courtrooms-- hearsay, gossip, stories,
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unsupported assertions, surmises-- was also generally admitted.
Many protections that modern defendants take for granted were
lacking in Salem: accused witches had no legal counsel, could
not have witnesses testify under oath on their behalf, and had
no formal avenues of appeal. Defendants could, however, speak
for themselves, produce evidence, and cross-examine their
accusers. The degree to which defendants in Salem were able to
take advantage of their modest protections varied considerably,
depending on their own acuteness and their influence in the
community.
The first accused witch to be brought to trial was Bridget
Bishop. Almost sixty years old, owner of a tavern where patrons
could drink cider ale and play shuffleboard (even on the
Sabbath), critical of her neighbors, and reluctant to pay her
her bills, Bishop was a likely candidate for an accusation of
witchcraft (LINK TO EXAMINATION OF BISHOP). The fact that Thomas
Newton, special prosecutor, selected Bishop for his first
prosecution suggests that he believed the stronger case could
be made against her than any of the other suspect witches. At
Bishop’s trial on June 2, 1692, a field hand testified that he
saw Bishop’s image stealing eggs and then saw her transform
herself into a cat. Deliverance Hobbs, by then probably insane,
and Mary Warren, both confessed witches, testified that Bishop
was one of them. A villager named Samuel Grey told the court
that Bishop visited his bed at night and tormented him. A jury
of matrons assigned to examine Bishop’s body reported that they
found an “excrescence of flesh.” Several of the afflicted girls
testified that Bishop’s specter afflicted them. Numerous other
villagers described why they thought Bishop was responsible for
various bits of bad luck that had befallen them. There was even
testimony that while being transported under guard past the
Salem meeting house, she looked at the building and caused a
part of it to fall to the ground. Bishop’s jury returned a
verdict of guilty . One of the judges, Nathaniel Saltonstall,
aghast at the conduct of the trial, resigned from the court.
Chief Justice Stoughton signed Bishop’s death warrant, and on
June 10, 1692, Bishop was carted to Gallows Hill and hanged (LINK
TO IMAGE OF BISHOP’S HANGING).
As the summer of 1692 warmed, the pace of trials picked up. Not
all defendants were as disreputable as Bridget Bishop. Rebecca
Nurse was a pious, respected woman whose specter, according to
Ann Putnam, Jr. and Abagail Williams, attacked them in mid March
of 1692 (LINK TO EXAMINATION OF NURSE). Ann Putnam, Sr. added
her complaint that Nurse demanded that she sign the Devil’s
book, then pinched her. Nurse was one of three Towne sisters ,
all identified as witches, who were members of a Topsfield
family that had a long-standing quarrel with the Putnam family.
Apart from the evidence of Putnam family members, the major
piece of evidence against Nurse appeared to be testimony
indicating that soon after Nurse lectured Benjamin Houlton for
allowing his pig to root in her garden, Houlton died. The Nurse
jury returned a verdict of not guilty, much to the displeasure
of Chief Justice Stoughton, who told the jury to go back and
consider again a statement of Nurse’s that might be considered
an admission of guilt (but more likely an indication of
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confusion about the question, as Nurse was old and nearly deaf).
The jury reconvened, this time coming back with a verdict of
guilty(LINK TO NURSE TRIAL). On July 19, 1692, Nurse rode with
four other convicted witches to Gallows Hill.
Persons who scoffed at accusations of witchcraft risked becoming
targets of accusations themselves. One man who was openly
critical of the trials paid for his skepticism with his life.
John Proctor, a central figure in Arthur Miller’s fictionalized
account of the Salem witchhunt, The Crucible, was an opinionated
tavern owner who openly denounced the witchhunt. Testifying
against Proctor were Ann Putnam, Abagail Williams, Indian John
(a slave of Samuel Parris who worked in a competing tavern), and
eighteen-year-old Elizabeth Booth, who testified that ghosts had
come to her and accused Proctor of serial murder. Proctor fought
back, accusing confessed witches of lying, complaining of
torture, and demanding that his trial be moved to Boston. The
efforts proved futile. Proctor was hanged. His wife Elizabeth,
who was also convicted of witchcraft, was spared execution
because of her pregnancy (reprieved “for the belly”).
No execution caused more unease in Salem than that of the
village’s ex-minister, George Burroughs. Burroughs, who was
living in Maine in 1692, was identified by several of his
accusers as the ringleader of the witches. Ann Putnam claimed
that Burroughs bewitched soldiers during a failed military
campaign against Wabanakis in 1688-89, the first of a string of
military disasters that could be blamed on an Indian-Devil
alliance. In her interesting book, In the Devil’s Snare,
historian Mary Beth Norton argues that the large number of
accusations against Burroughs, and his linkage to the frontier
war, is the key to understanding the Salem trials. Norton
contends that the enthusiasm of the Salem court in prosecuting
the witchcraft cases owed in no small measure to the judges’
desire to shift the “blame for their own inadequate defense of
the frontier.” Many of the judges, Norton points out, played
lead roles in a war effort that had been markedly unsuccessful.
Among the thirty accusers of Burroughs was nineteen-year-old
Mercy Lewis, a refugee of the frontier wars. Lewis, the most
imaginative and forceful of the young accusers, offered
unusually vivid testimony against Burroughs. Lewis told the
court that Burroughs flew her to the top of a mountain and,
pointing toward the surrounding land, promised her all the
kingdoms if only she would sign in his book (a story very similar
to that found in Matthew 4:8). Lewis said, “I would not writ if
he had throwed me down on one hundred pitchforks.” At an
execution, a defendant in the Puritan colonies was expected to
confess, and thus to save his soul. When Burroughs on Gallows
Hill continued to insist on his innocence and then recited the
Lord’s Prayer perfectly (something witches were thought
incapable of doing), the crowd reportedly was “greatly moved.”
The agitation of the crowd caused Cotton Mather to intervene and
remind the crowd that Burroughs had had his day in court and
lost.
One victim of the Salem witchhunt was not hanged, but rather
pressed under heavy stones until his death. Such was the fate
of octogenarian Giles Corey who, after spending five months in
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chains in a Salem jail with his also accused wife, had nothing
but contempt for the proceedings. Seeing the futility of a trial
and hoping that by avoiding a conviction his farm, that would
otherwise go the state, might go to his two sons-in-law, Corey
refused to stand for trial. The penalty for such a refusal was
peine et fort, or pressing. Three days after Corey’s death, on
September 22, 1692, eight more convicted witches, including
Giles’ wife Martha, were hanged. They were the last victims of
the witchhunt.
By early autumn of 1692, Salem’s lust for blood was ebbing.
Doubts were developing as to how so many respectable people
could be guilty. Reverend John Hale said, “ It cannot be imagined
that in a place of so much knowledge, so many in so small compass
of land should abominably leap into the Devil’s lap at once.”
The educated elite of the colony began efforts to end the witch-
hunting hysteria that had enveloped Salem. Increase Mather, the
father of Cotton, published what has been called “America’s
first tract on evidence,” a work entitled Cases of Conscience,
which argued that it “were better that ten suspected witches
should escape than one innocent person should be condemned.”
Increase Mather urged the court to exclude spectral evidence.
Samuel Willard, a highly regarded Boston minister, circulated
Some Miscellany Observations, which suggested that the Devil
might create the specter of an innocent person. Mather’s and
Willard’s works were given to Governor Phips. The writings most
likely influenced the decision of Phips to order the court to
exclude spectral evidence and touching tests and to require
proof of guilt by clear and convincing evidence. With spectral
evidence not admitted, twenty-eight of the last thirty-three
witchcraft trials ended in acquittals. The three convicted
witches were later pardoned. In May of 1693, Phips released from
prison all remaining accused or convicted witches.
By the time the witchhunt ended, nineteen convicted witches were
executed, at least four accused witches had died in prison, and
one man, Giles Corey, had been pressed to death. About one to
two hundred other persons were arrested and imprisoned on
witchcraft charges. Two dogs were executed as suspected
accomplices of witches.
A period of atonement began in the colony. Samuel Sewall, one
of the judges, issued a public confession of guilt and an
apology. Several jurors came forward to say that they were
“sadly deluded and mistaken” in their judgments. Reverend Samuel
Parris conceded errors of judgment, but mostly shifted blame to
others. Parris was replaced as minister of Salem village by
Thomas Green, who devoted his career to putting his torn
congregation back together. Governor Phips blamed the entire
affair on William Stoughton. Stoughton, clearly more to blame
than anyone for the tragic episode, refused to apologize or
explain himself. He criticized Phips for interfering just when
he was about to “clear the land” of witches. Stoughton became
the next governor of Massachusetts.
The witches disappeared, but witchhunting in America did not.
Each generation must learn the lessons of history or risk
repeating its mistakes. Salem should warn us to think hard about
how to best safeguard and improve our system of justice.
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A Massachusetts court proposed that a special “witch finder” be appointed, to monitor persons suspected of 
witchcraft.

A William Bulkley settled in Ipswich. I don’t know whether he was any relation to the Bulkeleys of Concord. 
His wife Sarah, who had come over in 1643, would bear a son William who would die in 1660. They would 
remove to Salem where Sarah would in 1692 be indicted for witchcraft but acquitted. He would die on June 2, 
1702, at the age of 80.

1648
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June 15, Thursday (Old Style): A little child was seen by a Boston official to run away from Margaret Jones of 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, “and when followed ... it vanished.” She needed to be hanged from the branches 
of the Great Elm (Ulmus americana) on the Boston Common. In all likelihood before this witch was escorted 
to the tree she had been allowed to attend public worship to hear a sermon on the subject of eternal damnation. 
In close succession, three more such hangings would occur.Thomas Jones of Charlestown, Margaret Jones’s 

husband, was detained by the town authorities as he attempted to escape aboard a vessel bound for Barbados. 
A complaint was made and some formal step such as petition or deposition was taken towards prosecution. 
There was an indictment or presentment in which the accused appeared before the courts preliminary to trial. 
In his case there is not a record of anything beyond this.
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“The major British outposts in the Antilles –Barbados 
in the seventeenth century, Jamaica in the eighteenth– 
were always more valuable by far to the mother country 
than the mainland colonies that would one day declare 
their independence.”
    — Michael W. Zuckerman, ALMOST CHOSEN PEOPLE:

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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OBLIQUE BIOGRAPHIES IN THE AMERICAN GRAIN,
1993, page 177

December 7, Thursday: A jury in Hartford, Connecticut found a bill of indictment against Mary Johnson, who by her 
own confession had been familiar with the devil. Here is the Reverend Cotton Mather in MAGNALIA CHRISTI 
AMERICANA:

There was one Mary Johnson tryd at Hartford in this
countrey, upon an indictment of “familiarity with the
devil,” and was found guilty thereof, chiefly upon her
own confession
And she dyd in a frame extreamly to the satisfaction of
them that were spectators of it.
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While in prison she would give birth and the infant would be bound out until he became 21 years of age to 
Nathaniel Rescew, he having engaged himself “to meinteine and well educate her sonne.” According to the 
mother’s promise to him, he would receive £15 out of her forfeited estate after she was hanged as a witch.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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In Scotland, any British subjects acquired the right to capture any vagrant, that is, any homeless person, and 
to sell him or her, or reduce him or her to personal servitude of unlimited duration. The sole obligation placed 
upon such a slavemaster was that all such slaves were to be provided with food and apparel. In the Edinburgh 
Review, the comment was made that “It is impossible to read this law in any other sense than as establishing 
a slave trade in Scotch vagrants, and throwing it open to the male inhabitants of the empire.”

Scotland amended its 1563 act on witchcraft as a crime.

A woman of the Marshfield family of Springfield, Massachusetts was accused of witchcraft, and filed a legal 
action for slander.

1649
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When Alice Stratton of Watertown and Jane James of Marblehead, Massachusetts came under suspicion of 
witchcraft, each initiated a legal action against her accusers for slander — and that put an end to that.

At about this point an English witch-hunter admitted to having used sleight-of-hand and retractable pricking 
pins in order to collect witch-finding fees from government officials (these fees were ranging from 20 shillings 
to three pounds per detected witch).

May 21, Tuesday (Old Style): At a session of the General Court of Connecticut, the prison-keeper’s charges for 
imprisonment of Mary Johnson were allowed and ordered paid “out of her estate.” Clearly, by this point she 
had been hanged as a witch and her estate had forfeited to the government.
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At this point having more reason to be in fear of French clergymen than of English revolutionaries, having 
fallen out of favor with the English court in exile, Thomas Hobbes made his submission 
to the Commonwealth, and his PHILOSOPHICAL RUDIMENTS CONCERNING GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY and 
his LEVIATHAN were published in London. After a period in London he would reside in the home of his former 
pupil the Earl of Devonshire, who had preceded him in such a temporary submission to the Commonwealth.

The burden of Hobbes’s argument was that were it not for the guidance of social convention, every action we 
would take, no matter how charitable or benevolent, we would be taking for reasons which could ultimately 
be seen as self-preoccupied. Why, even when one donates to charity, one is reluctant to do so anonymously 
because that would interfere with one’s delight in demonstrating one’s powers!

Hobbes was very charitable pro suo modulo to those that were
true objects of his bounty. One time, I remember, going into the
Strand, a poor and infirm old man craved his alms. He beholding
him with eyes of pity and compassion, put his hands in his
pocket, and gave him 6d. Said a divine (that is Dr. Jasper Mayne)
that stood by — “Would you have done this, if it had not been
Christ’s command?” “Yes,” said Hobbes. “Why?” said the other.
“Because,” said he, “I was in pain to consider the miserable
condition of the old man; and now my alms, giving him some
relief, doth also ease me.”

Since even the weakest person can sometimes kill the strongest by deception or good luck or by ganging up 
on him, since we are all always just totally vulnerable, at a first approximation we’re all about equal. Our 
immense vulnerability causes us to distrust the intentions of others and causes us to attempt to magnify 
ourselves so as to present a greater perceived threat to others — to render them more inclined to behave 
themselves in regard to us. With material possessions always in limited supply, we are all always involved in 
disputations. Without social convention, the natural condition for humans would be not the ease and comfort 
we find in morality, but a state of perpetual war of all against all, with everyone always forced to live out their 
lives in nothing but fear. In such a fearful condition, with all our attentions directed only toward our own self-
preservation, our lives would be unsatisfactorily solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short. It is to avoid being 
forced to lead such unsatisfactory lives, that we set up systems of morality and attempt to secure general 
compliance with them.

Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of war, where every
man is Enemy to every man, the same consequent to the time
wherein men live without other security than what their own
strength and their own invention shall furnish them withal. In
such condition there is no place for industry, because the fruit
thereof is uncertain: and consequently no Culture of the Earth;
no Navigation, nor use of the commodities that may be imported
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by Sea; no commodious Building; no Instruments of moving and
removing such things as require much force; no Knowledge of the
face of the Earth; no account of Time; no Arts; no Letters; no
Society; and which is worst of all, continual fear, and danger
of violent death; and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish, and short.

Well, but the state is analogous to one immense person! It is a leviathan. 

The functions of the various parts of the state do seem to resemble the functions of the various parts of the 
human body — therefore everything that could be said about the individual situation, as above, seems to apply 
equally to our government and society as a whole. For the general good, we need to find ways to trick ourselves 
into behaving ourselves in the hope that these tricks will work for just about everyone. (Then of course we 
need to kill off any who refuse to get the message, as they make themselves manifest in their status as 
criminals.)

Hobbes argued that although the powers of witchcraft were imaginary, persons who purported to practice them 
purposed to do mischief, and therefore were to be suppressed.18

Jane James of Marblehead, Massachusetts, who had in the previous year come under suspicion of witchcraft, 
but had initiated a legal action against her accusers for slander, again came under suspicion, and again she 
accused her accusers of slander and thus brought the proceedings to a halt.

A witchcraft complaint was filed against Sarah Merrick of Springfield, Massachusetts, but there is no record 

18. Be assured that this was no idle figment of Tommy’s perfervid imagination — for we have the following execution order from 
this timeframe, made out in the New World colony of Connecticut:

John Carrington thou art indited by the name of John Carrington
of Wethersfield — carpenter — , that not hauing the feare of God
before thine eyes thou hast interteined ffamilliarity with
Sattan the great enemye of God and mankinde and by his helpe
hast done workes aboue the course of nature for wch both
according to the lawe of God and the established lawe of this
Commonwealth thou deseruest to dye.

Record Particular Court, 2: 17, 1650-1651.
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of a court action.

A witchcraft complaint was filed against Bessie Sewell of Springfield, Massachusetts. A complaint was made 
and some formal step such as petition or deposition was taken towards prosecution, but there is no record of 
anything further. 

In about this year Mrs. Alice Lake, wife of Henry Lake, mother of five, was accused of witchcraft in 
Dorchester, Massachusetts. When her infant died, she imagined she saw it, and reported that she had seen it. 
She was accused and convicted of being a witch, and hanged in that the devil had come to her in the form of 
her infant. Records indicate that she was offered an opportunity to recant her story on the day of her execution 
but, instead of recanting, asserted that she knew why God was punishing her. She confessed to a secret in her 
past: prior to marriage she had engaged in sexual activity, and had attempted a self-abortion. 

John Hale, a young boy at this point, would go on to become a Harvard-educated minister. He would support 
the witch trials until the point at which the witch hunters would accuse his pregnant wife Mistress Sarah 
Noyes Hale, the last woman to be accused of witchcraft in Salem in November 1692. In 1697 the Reverend 
Hale would write:

Another that suffered on that account some time after was a
Dorchester Woman. And upon the day of her Execution Mr. Thompson
Minister at Brantry, and J.P. her former Master took pains with
her to bring her to repentance And she utterly denyed her guilt
of Witchcraft; yet justifyed God for bringing her to that
punishment: For she had when a single woman played the harlot,
and being with Child used means to destroy the fruit of her body
to conceal her sin & shame, and although she did not effect it,
yet she was a Murderer in the sight of God for her endeavours,
and showed great penitency for that sin; but owned nothing of
the crime laid to her charge.
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Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal of Cambridge was hanged as a witch in Boston.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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February 20, Thursday (1650, Old Style): John Carrington and Joan Carrington of Wethersfield, Connecticut were 
indicted on charges of witchcraft, Governor John Haynes and Edward Hopkins being present, with other 
magistrates. They would be found guilty on March 6th and in 1652 would be hanged.
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March 6, Thursday (1650, Old Style): John Carrington and Joan Carrington of Wethersfield, Connecticut were found 
guilty of witchcraft. In the following year they would be hanged.

May: “Goody” (Mary) Bassett of Stratford, Connecticut was accused of witchcraft. There was a trial in Fairfield, she 
confessed and was convicted, and was hanged.

The Gouernor, Mr. Cullick, and Mr. Clarke are desired to goe
downe to Stratford to keepe courte uppon the tryall of Goody
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Bassett for her life.

Because goodwife Bassett when she was condemned.

Major American Witchcraft Cases
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May 29, Thursday (Old Style): Mary Parsons and Hugh Parsons of Springfield, Massachusetts had been accused of 
witchcraft, and on this day Mary was hanged in Hartford, Connecticut. The conviction of Hugh would be 
reversed.

Major American Witchcraft Cases
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October 3, Friday (Old Style): Henry Stiles of Windsor, Connecticut was killed by the accidental discharge of a 
firearm in the hands of his neighbor Thomas Allyn. An inquest would be held, and in December Thomas Allyn 
would be indicted for having caused the death of Henry Stiles. He would plead guilty, of course, and at the trial 
the jury would find the offence to be “homicide by misadventure.” He would be fined £20 for “sinful neglect 
and careless carriage,” and would submit a bond of £10 for his good behavior during the following year. 
Several years later, however, suspicion of giving “entertainment to Sathan” would fall on Lydia Gilbert of 
Windsor, and it would be charged in Hartford that she “by his helpe hast killed the body of Henry Styles, 
besides other witchcrafts.”
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An additional complaint of witchcraft was lodged in this year against Alice Stratton of Watertown, 
Massachusetts. The accused would be examined and would appear before the court but we do not have a record 
of action being taken. A complaint was also lodged against John Bradstreet of Rowley, Massachusetts, but at 
his trial he would be acquitted.

September 28, Tuesday (Old Style): A man was sentenced at Ipswich court to pay 20s. or be whipped for 
“having familiarity with the devil.”

October 13, Wednesday (Old Style): Abigail Dane (Faulkner) was born in Andover, Massachusetts, daughter of the 
Reverend Francis Dane and Elizabeth Ingalls Dane. In 1692 when the witchcraft frenzy hit Salem, the 
Reverend Dane, who had served the community of Andover for more than four decades, would express 
reservations in regard to these witchcraft proceedings, and as a result he and a number of the members of his 
family would themselves be suspected of witchcraft. Even his own deacons, as he expressed doubts about the 
nature of this witchcraft frenzy, would come to doubt his judgment.

1652
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In about this year Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp of Fairfield, Connecticut was first being “suspicioned” of 
witchcraft. She would be tried, and then hanged in Try’s field beyond the Indian field, in view of the villagers.

Just before taking her from the lockup to the gallows a self-appointed committee, Mistress Thomas Sherwood, 
Goodwife Odell, Mistress Pell with her two daughters Goody Lockwood and Goodwife Purdy, etc., would visit 
with her to induce her to name other witches in the town. The accused woman still retained the presence of 
mind to warn them to “take heed the devile have not you.” She attempted to explain that as Christians, she and 
they “must not render evil for evil.” She explained that “I have sins enough allready, and I will not add this 
[accusing another falsely] to my condemnation.” At last she cried out, “Neuer, neuer poore creature was 
tempted as I am tempted, pray, pray for me.”

However, at the gallows, in the midst of her enemies, her strength failed her, and she came down from the 
ladder, and asking to speak alone with Roger Ludlow, Deputy Governor of Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
and informed him that Goodwife Staplies was a witch.

When they took down Goody Knapp’s still body from the gallows, they stripped it and diligently searched her 
skin for witch marks.

After goodwife Knapp was executed, as soon as she was cut downe.

Another witchcraft case of this year was that of Jane Collins in Lynn, Massachusetts. 
This one got only as far as an indictment or presentment in which the accused woman was forced to appear 
before a court preliminary to trial. 

Another witchcraft case of this year was that of Agnes Evans in Gloucester, Massachusetts, who successfully 
fought back by filing a legal action for slander against those who were spreading these rumors about her.

Another witchcraft case of this year was that of Grace Dutch in Gloucester, Massachusetts, who successfully 
fought back by filing a legal action for slander against those who were spreading these rumors about her.

Another witchcraft case of this year was that of Elizabeth Perkins in Gloucester, who successfully fought back 
by filing a legal action for slander against those who were spreading these rumors about her.
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Another witchcraft case of this year was that of Sarah Vinson in Gloucester, Massachusetts, who successfully 
fought back by filing a legal action for slander against those who were spreading these rumors about her.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

August 4, Thursday (Old Style): When the Reverend John Davenport had sermonized that “a froward discontented 
frame of spirit was a subject fitt for ye Devill,” Goodwife Larremore and others had in May filed a writ 
accusing Elizabeth Godman, of the household of the Deputy Governor in New Haven, Connecticut, of being 
in “such a frame of spirit” and practicing the black arts, which is to indicate, witchcraft. Elizabeth brought suit 
for slander and appeared before a court of magistrates in the presence of Governor Theophilus Eaton and 
Deputy Governor Stephen Goodyear.

The examination of Elizabeth Godman, May 12th, 1653.
Elizabeth Godman made complainte of Mr. Goodyeare, Mris.
Goodyeare, Mr. Hooke, Mris. Hooke, Mris. Bishop, Mris. Atwater,
Hanah & Elizabeth Lamberton, and Mary Miles, Mris. Atwaters
maide, that they haue suspected her for a witch; she was now
asked what she had against Mr. Hooke and Mris. Hooke; she said
she heard they had something against her aboute their soone. Mr.
Hooke said hee was not wthout feares, and hee had reasons for
it; first he said it wrought suspition in his minde because shee
was shut out at Mr. Atwaters vpon suspition, and hee was troubled
in his sleepe aboute witches when his boye, was sicke, wch was
in a verey strang manner, and hee looked vpon her as a mallitious
one, and prepared to that mischiefe, and she would be often
speaking aboute witches and rather justifye them then condemne
them; she said why doe they provoake them, why doe they not let
them come into the church. Another time she was speaking of
witches wthout any occasion giuen her, and said if they accused
her for a witch she would haue them to the gouernor, she would
trounce them. Another time she was saying she had some thoughts,
what if the Devill should come to sucke her, and she resolued
he should not sucke her.... Time, Mr. Hookes Indian, said in
church meeting time she would goe out and come in againe and
tell them what was done at meeting. Time asking her who told,
she answered plainly she would not tell, then Time said did not
ye Devill tell you.... Time said she heard her one time talking
to herselfe, and she said to her, who talke you too, she said,
to you; Time said you talke to ye Devill, but she made nothing
of it. Mr. Hooke further said, that he hath heard that they that
are adicted that way would hardly be kept away from ye houses
where they doe mischiefe, and so it was wth her when his boy was
sicke, she would not be kept away from him, nor gott away when
she was there, and one time Mris. Hooke bid her goe away, and
thrust her from ye boye, but she turned againe and said she would
looke on him. Mris. Goodyeare said that one time she questioned
wth Elizabeth Godmand aboute ye boyes sickness, and said what
thinke you of him, is he not strangly handled, she replyed, what,
doe you thinke hee is bewitched; Mris. Goodyeare said nay I will
keepe my thoughts to myselfe, but in time God will discouer....
Mr. Hooke further said, that when Mr. Bishop was married, Mris.
Godman came to his house much troubled, so as he thought it might
be from some affection to him, and he asked her, she said yes;
now it is suspitious that so soone as they were contracted Mris.
Byshop fell into verey strang fitts wch hath continewed at times
euer since, and much suspition there is that she hath bine the
cause of the loss of Mris. Byshops chilldren, for she could tell
when Mris. Bishop was to be brought to bedd, and hath giuen out
that she kills her chilldren wth longing, because she longs for
every thing she sees, wch Mris. Bishop denies.... Another thing
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suspitious is, that she could tell Mris. Atwater had figgs in
her pocket when she saw none of them; to that she answered she
smelt them, and could smell figgs if she came in the roome, nere
them that had them; yet at this time Mris. Atwater had figgs in
her pocket and came neere her, yet she smelt them not; also Mris.
Atwater said that Mris. Godman could tell that they one time had
pease porridge, when they could none of them tell how she came
to know, and beeing asked she saith she see ym on the table, and
another time she saith she was there in ye morning when the maide
set them on. Further Mris. Atwater saith, that that night the
figgs was spoken of they had strangers to supper, and Mris.
Godman was at their house, she cutt a sopp and put in pann; Betty
Brewster called the maide to tell her & said she was aboute her
workes of darkness, and was suspitious of Mris. Godman, and
spake to her of it, and that night Betty Brewster was in a most
misserable case, heareing a most dreadfull noise wch put her in
great feare and trembling, wch put her into such a sweate as she
was all on a water when Mary Miles came to goe to bed, who had
fallen into a sleepe by the fire wch vsed not to doe, and in ye
morning she looked as one yt had bine allmost dead....
Mris. Godman accused Mr. Goodyeare for calling her downe when
Mris. Bishop was in a sore fitt, to looke vpon her, and said he
doubted all was not well wth her, and that hee feared she was a
witch, but Mr. Goodyeare denyed that; vpon this Mris. Godman was
exceeding angrie and would haue the servants called to witnes,
and bid George the Scochman goe aske his master who bewitched
her for she was not well, and vpon this presently Hanah Lamberton
(being in ye roome) fell into a verey sore fitt in a verey strang
maner....
Another time Mris. Goodyeare said to her, Mris. Elzebeth what
thinke you of my daughters case; she replyed what, doe you thinke
I haue bewitched her; Mris. Goodyeare said if you be the ptie
looke to it, for they intend to haue such as is suspected before
the magistrate.
Mris. Godman charged Hanah Lamberton that she said she lay for
somewhat to sucke her, when she came in hott one day and put of
some cloathes and lay vpon the bed in her chamber. Hanah said
she and her sister Elizabeth went vp into the garet aboue her
roome, and looked downe & said, looke how she lies, she lyes as
if som bodey was sucking her, & vpon that she arose and said,
yes, yes, so there is; after said Hanah, she hath something
there, for so there seemed as if something was vnder the
cloathes; Elizabeth said what haue you there, she said nothing
but the cloathes, and both Hanah & Eliza. say that Mris. Godman
threatened Hanah, and said let her looke to it for God will bring
it vpon her owne head, and about two dayes after, Hanahs fitts
began, and one night especially had a dreadfull fitt, and was
pinched, and heard a hedious noise, and was in a strang manner
sweating and burning, and some time cold and full of paine yt
she shriked out.
Elizabeth Lamberton saith that one time ye chilldren came downe
& said Mris. Godman was talking to herselfe and they were
afraide, then she went vp softly and heard her talke, what, will
you fetch me some beare, will you goe, will you goe, and ye like,
and one morning aboute breake of day Henry Boutele said he heard
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her talke to herselfe, as if some body had laine wth her....
Mris. Goodyeare said when Mr. Atwaters kinswoman was married
Mris. Bishop was there, and the roome being hott she was
something fainte, vpon that Mris. Godman said she would haue
many of these fainting fitts after she was married, but she saith
she remembers it not....
Goodwife Thorp complained that Mris. Godman came to her house
and asked to buy some chickens, she said she had none to sell,
Mris. Godman said will you giue them all, so she went away, and
she thought then that if this woman was naught as folkes suspect,
may be she will smite my chickens, and quickly after one chicken
dyed, and she remembred she had heard if they were bewitched
they would consume wthin, and she opened it and it was consumed
in ye gisard to water & wormes, and divers others of them droped,
and now they are missing and it is likely dead, and she neuer
saw either hen or chicken that was so consumed wthin wth wormes.
Mris. Godman said goodwife Tichenor had a whole brood so, and
Mris. Hooke had some so, but for Mris. Hookes it was contradicted
presently. This goodwife Thorp thought good to declare that it
may be considered wth other things.”

The examination of Elizabeth Godman, May 12th, 1653.
Elizabeth Godman made complainte of Mr. Goodyeare, Mris.
Goodyeare, Mr. Hooke, Mris. Hooke, Mris. Bishop, Mris. Atwater,
Hanah & Elizabeth Lamberton, and Mary Miles, Mris. Atwaters
maide, that they haue suspected her for a witch; she was now
asked what she had against Mr. Hooke and Mris. Hooke; she said
she heard they had something against her aboute their soone. Mr.
Hooke said hee was not wthout feares, and hee had reasons for
it; first he said it wrought suspition in his minde because shee
was shut out at Mr. Atwaters vpon suspition, and hee was troubled
in his sleepe aboute witches when his boye, was sicke, wch was
in a verey strang manner, and hee looked vpon her as a mallitious
one, and prepared to that mischiefe, and she would be often
speaking aboute witches and rather justifye them then condemne
them; she said why doe they provoake them, why doe they not let
them come into the church. Another time she was speaking of
witches wthout any occasion giuen her, and said if they accused
her for a witch she would haue them to the gouernor, she would
trounce them. Another time she was saying she had some thoughts,
what if the Devill should come to sucke her, and she resolued
he should not sucke her.... Time, Mr. Hookes Indian, said in
church meeting time she would goe out and come in againe and
tell them what was done at meeting. Time asking her who told,
she answered plainly she would not tell, then Time said did not
ye Devill tell you.... Time said she heard her one time talking
to herselfe, and she said to her, who talke you too, she said,
to you; Time said you talke to ye Devill, but she made nothing
of it. Mr. Hooke further said, that he hath heard that they that
are adicted that way would hardly be kept away from ye houses
where they doe mischiefe, and so it was wth her when his boy was
sicke, she would not be kept away from him, nor gott away when
she was there, and one time Mris. Hooke bid her goe away, and
thrust her from ye boye, but she turned againe and said she would
looke on him. Mris. Goodyeare said that one time she questioned
wth Elizabeth Godmand aboute ye boyes sickness, and said what
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thinke you of him, is he not strangly handled, she replyed, what,
doe you thinke hee is bewitched; Mris. Goodyeare said nay I will
keepe my thoughts to myselfe, but in time God will discouer....
Mr. Hooke further said, that when Mr. Bishop was married, Mris.
Godman came to his house much troubled, so as he thought it might
be from some affection to him, and he asked her, she said yes;
now it is suspitious that so soone as they were contracted Mris.
Byshop fell into verey strang fitts wch hath continewed at times
euer since, and much suspition there is that she hath bine the
cause of the loss of Mris. Byshops chilldren, for she could tell
when Mris. Bishop was to be brought to bedd, and hath giuen out
that she kills her chilldren wth longing, because she longs for
every thing she sees, wch Mris. Bishop denies.... Another thing
suspitious is, that she could tell Mris. Atwater had figgs in
her pocket when she saw none of them; to that she answered she
smelt them, and could smell figgs if she came in the roome, nere
them that had them; yet at this time Mris. Atwater had figgs in
her pocket and came neere her, yet she smelt them not; also Mris.
Atwater said that Mris. Godman could tell that they one time had
pease porridge, when they could none of them tell how she came
to know, and beeing asked she saith she see ym on the table, and
another time she saith she was there in ye morning when the maide
set them on. Further Mris. Atwater saith, that that night the
figgs was spoken of they had strangers to supper, and Mris.
Godman was at their house, she cutt a sopp and put in pann; Betty
Brewster called the maide to tell her & said she was aboute her
workes of darkness, and was suspitious of Mris. Godman, and
spake to her of it, and that night Betty Brewster was in a most
misserable case, heareing a most dreadfull noise wch put her in
great feare and trembling, wch put her into such a sweate as she
was all on a water when Mary Miles came to goe to bed, who had
fallen into a sleepe by the fire wch vsed not to doe, and in ye
morning she looked as one yt had bine allmost dead....
Mris. Godman accused Mr. Goodyeare for calling her downe when
Mris. Bishop was in a sore fitt, to looke vpon her, and said he
doubted all was not well wth her, and that hee feared she was a
witch, but Mr. Goodyeare denyed that; vpon this Mris. Godman was
exceeding angrie and would haue the servants called to witnes,
and bid George the Scochman goe aske his master who bewitched
her for she was not well, and vpon this presently Hanah Lamberton
(being in ye roome) fell into a verey sore fitt in a verey strang
maner....
Another time Mris. Goodyeare said to her, Mris. Elzebeth what
thinke you of my daughters case; she replyed what, doe you thinke
I haue bewitched her; Mris. Goodyeare said if you be the ptie
looke to it, for they intend to haue such as is suspected before
the magistrate.
Mris. Godman charged Hanah Lamberton that she said she lay for
somewhat to sucke her, when she came in hott one day and put of
some cloathes and lay vpon the bed in her chamber. Hanah said
she and her sister Elizabeth went vp into the garet aboue her
roome, and looked downe & said, looke how she lies, she lyes as
if som bodey was sucking her, & vpon that she arose and said,
yes, yes, so there is; after said Hanah, she hath something
there, for so there seemed as if something was vnder the
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cloathes; Elizabeth said what haue you there, she said nothing
but the cloathes, and both Hanah & Eliza. say that Mris. Godman
threatened Hanah, and said let her looke to it for God will bring
it vpon her owne head, and about two dayes after, Hanahs fitts
began, and one night especially had a dreadfull fitt, and was
pinched, and heard a hedious noise, and was in a strang manner
sweating and burning, and some time cold and full of paine yt
she shriked out.
Elizabeth Lamberton saith that one time ye chilldren came downe
& said Mris. Godman was talking to herselfe and they were
afraide, then she went vp softly and heard her talke, what, will
you fetch me some beare, will you goe, will you goe, and ye like,
and one morning aboute breake of day Henry Boutele said he heard
her talke to herselfe, as if some body had laine wth her....
Mris. Goodyeare said when Mr. Atwaters kinswoman was married
Mris. Bishop was there, and the roome being hott she was
something fainte, vpon that Mris. Godman said she would haue
many of these fainting fitts after she was married, but she saith
she remembers it not....
Goodwife Thorp complained that Mris. Godman came to her house
and asked to buy some chickens, she said she had none to sell,
Mris. Godman said will you giue them all, so she went away, and
she thought then that if this woman was naught as folkes suspect,
may be she will smite my chickens, and quickly after one chicken
dyed, and she remembred she had heard if they were bewitched
they would consume wthin, and she opened it and it was consumed
in ye gisard to water & wormes, and divers others of them droped,
and now they are missing and it is likely dead, and she neuer
saw either hen or chicken that was so consumed wthin wth wormes.
Mris. Godman said goodwife Tichenor had a whole brood so, and
Mris. Hooke had some so, but for Mris. Hookes it was contradicted
presently. This goodwife Thorp thought good to declare that it
may be considered wth other things.”

The decision of the court was that Elizabeth Godman’s comportment of herself, and her statements, did indeed 
make them suspect her of being a witch, and warned her that “if further proofe come these passages will not 
be forgotten.”19

19. Elizabeth Godman would indeed be brought again before the court, when there was “the doing of strange things” in August 
1655.
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In Bretagne, 20 women were executed as witches.

1654
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Kath Grady of Jamestown, Virginia was hanged at sea as a witch.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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May 29, Monday (Old Style): In the previous year Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp of Fairfield, Connecticut had been 
“suspicioned” of witchcraft. She had been tried, and then hanged in Try’s field beyond the Indian field, in view 
of the villagers.

Just before taking her from the lockup to the gallows a self-appointed committee, Mistress Thomas Sherwood, 
Goodwife Odell, Mistress Pell with her two daughters Goody Lockwood and Goodwife Purdy, etc., had visited 
with her to induce her to name other witches in the town. The accused woman had still retained the presence 
of mind to warn them to “take heed the devile have not you.” She had attempted to explain that as Christians, 
she and they “must not render evil for evil.” She had explained that “I have sins enough allready, and I will not 
add this [accusing another falsely] to my condemnation.” At last she cried out, “Neuer, neuer poore creature 
was tempted as I am tempted, pray, pray for me.”

However, at the gallows, in the midst of her enemies, her strength had failed her, and she had come down from 
the ladder, and asking to speak alone with Roger Ludlow, Deputy Governor of Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
and had informed him that Goodwife Staplies was a witch.

When they took down Goody Knapp’s still body from the gallows, they stripped it and diligently searched her 
skin for witch marks.

Deputy Governor Roger Ludlow had carried this tale to the Reverend John Davenport and Mistress Davenport, 
one of the founding families of New Haven, in strictest secrecy, and from them the story had spread until it 
had become generally known. The information reached Fairfield and, on this day, Thomas Staplies of Fairfield 
struck back in defense of the life of his wife, Goodwife Staplies, who had been thus accused of being also a 
witch, in the form of a lawsuit in New Haven against the Deputy Governor alleging slander and asking money 
damages. For having accused Goodwife Staplies of “a tract of lying,” the court would order the Deputy 
Governor to pay damages to the husband Thomas Staplies “in reparation of his wife’s name.”

At a magistrate’s court held at New Haven the 29th of May, 1654.
Present.
Theophilus Eaton Esqr, Gouernor.
Mr. Stephen Goodyeare, Dept, Gouernor.
Francis Newman     \
Mr. William Fowler  } Magistrats
Mr. William Leete  /
a suit was heard entitled — 
Thomas Staplies of Fairfield, plant’.
Mr Rogger Ludlow late of Fairfield, defendt.

John Bankes, atturny for Thomas Staplies, declared, that Mr.
Ludlow had defamed Thomas Staplies wife, in reporting to Mr.
Dauenport and Mris. Dauenport that she had laid herselfe vnder
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a new suspition of being a witch, that she had caused Knapps
wife to be new searched after she was hanged, and when she saw
the teates, said if they were the markes of a witch, then she
was one, or she had such markes; secondly, Mr. Ludlow said Knapps
wife told him that goodwife Staplies was a witch; thirdly, that
Mr. Ludlow hath slandered goodwife Staplies in saying that she
made a trade of lying, or went on in a tract of lying, &c.
Ensigne Bryan, atturny for Mr. Ludlow, desired the charge might
bee proued, wch accordingly the plant’ did, and first an
attestation vnder Master Dauenports hand, conteyning the
testimony of Master and Mistris Dauenport, was presented and
read; but the defendant desired what was testified and accepted
for proofe might be vpon oath, vpon wch Mr. Dauenport gaue in
as followeth, That he hoped the former attestation hee wrott and
sent to the court, being compared wth Mr. Ludlowes letter, and
Mr. Dauenports answer, would haue satisfyed concerning the truth
of the pticulars wthout his oath, but seeing Mr. Ludlowes
atturny will not be so satisfyed, and therefore the court
requires his oath, and yt he lookes at an oath, in a case of
necessitie, for confirmation of truth, to end strife among men,
as an ordinance of God, according to Heb: 6,16, hee therevpon
declares as followeth,
That Mr. Ludlow, sitting wth him & his wife alone, and
discoursing of the passages concerning Knapps wife the witch,
and her execution, said that she came downe from the ladder, (as
he vnderstood it,) and desired to speake wth him alone, and told
him who was the witch spoken of; and so fair as he remembers,
he or his wife asked him who it was; he said she named goodwife
Stapleies; Mr. Dauenport replyed that hee beleeued it was
vtterly vntrue and spoken out of malice, or to that purpose; Mr.
Ludlow answered that he hoped better of her, but said she was a
foolish woman, and then told them a further storey, how she
tumbled the corpes of the witch vp & downe after her death,
before sundrie women, and spake to this effect, if these be the
markes of a witch I am one, or I haue such markes. Mr. Dauenport
vtterly disliked the speech, not haueing heard anything from
others in that pticular, either for her or against her, and
supposing Mr. Ludlow spake it vpon such intelligenc as satisfyed
him; and whereas Mr. Ludlow saith he required and they promised
secrecy, he doth not remember that either he required or they
pmised it, and he doth rather beleeue the contrary, both because
he told them that some did ouerheare what the witch said to him,
and either had or would spread it abroad, and because he is
carefull not to make vnlawfull promises, and when he hath made
a lawfull promise he is, through the help of Christ, carefull
to keepe it.
Mris. Dauenport saith, that Mr. Ludlow being at their house, and
speakeing aboute the execution of Knapps wife, (he being free
in his speech,) was telling seuerall passages of her, and to the
best of her remembrance said that Knapps wife came downe from
the ladder to speake wth him, and told him that goodwife Staplyes
was a witch, and that Mr. Daueport replyed something on behalfe
of goodwife Staplies, but the words she remembers not; and
something Mr. Ludlow spake, as some did or might ouer-heare what
she said to him, or words to that effect, and that she tumbled
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the dead body of Knapps wife vp & downe and spake words to this
purpose, that if these be the markes of a witch she was one, or
had such markes; and concerning any promise of secrecy she
remembers not.
Mr. Dauenport and Mris. Dauenport affirmed ypon oath, that the
testimonies before written, as they properly belong to each, is
the truth, according to their best knowledg & memory.
Mr. Dauenport desired that in takeing his oath to be thus
vnderstood, that as he takes his oath to giue satisfaction to
the court and Mr. Ludlowes atturny, in the matters attested
betwixt M’ Ludlow & Thomas Staplies, so he lymits his oath onely
to that pt and not to ye preface or conclusion, they being no
pt of the attestation and so his oath not required in them.
To the latter pt of the declaration, the plant’ pduced ye proofe
following,
Goodwif Sherwood of Fairfeild affirmeth vpon oath, that vpon
some debate betwixt Mr. Ludlow and goodwife Staplies, she heard
M’ Ludlow charge goodwif Staplies wth a tract of lying, and that
in discourse she had heard him so charge her seuerall times.
John Tompson of Fairfeild testifyeth vpon oath, that in
discourse he hath heard Mr. Ludlow express himselfe more then
once that goodwife Staplies went on in a tract of lying, and
when goodwife Staplyes hath desired Mr. Ludlow to convince her
of telling one lye, he said she need not say so, for she went
on in a tract of lying.
Goodwife Gould of Fairefeild testifyeth vpon oath, that in a
debate in ye church wth Mr. Ludlow, goodwife Staplyes desired
him to show her wherein she had told one lye, but Mr. Ludlow
said she need not mention ptculars, for she had gon on in a tract
of lying.
Ensigne Bryan was told, he sees how the plantife hath proued his
charge, to wch he might now answer; wherevpon he presented
seuerall testimonies in wrighting vpon oath, taken before Mr.
Wells and Mr. Ludlow.
May the thirteenth, 1654.
Hester Ward, wife of Andrew Ward, being sworne deposeth, that
aboute a day after that goodwife Knapp was condemned for a witch,
she goeing to ye prison house where the said Knapp was kept,
she, ye said Knapp, voluntarily, wthout any occasion giuen her,
said that goodwife Staplyes told her, the said Knapp, that an
Indian brought vnto her, the said Staplyes, two litle things
brighter then the light of the day, and told the said goodwife
Staplyes they were Indian gods, as the Indian called ym; and the
Indian wthall told her, the said Staplyes, if she would keepe
them, she would be so big rich, all one god, and that the said
Staplyes told the said Knapp, she gaue them again to the said
Indian, but she could not tell whether she did so or no.
Luce Pell, the wife of Thomas Pell, being sworne deposeth as
followeth, that aboute a day after goodwife Knapp was condemned
for a witch, Mris. Jones earnestly intreated her to goe to ye
said Knapp, who had sent for her, and then this deponent called
the said Hester Ward, and they went together; then the said Knapp
voluntarily, of her owne accord, spake as the said Hester Ward
hath testifyed, word by word; and the said Mris. Pell further
saith, that she being one of ye women that was required by the

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

court to search the said Knapp before she was condemned, & then
Mris. Jones presed her, the said Knapp, to confess whether ther
were any other that were witches, because goodwife goodwife
Basset, when she was condemned, said there was another witch in
Fairefeild that held her head full high, and then the said
goodwife Knapp stepped a litle aside, and told her, this
deponent, goodwife Basset ment not her; she asked her whom she
ment, and she named goodwife Staplyes, and then vttered the same
speeches as formerly conerning ye Indian gods, and that goodwife
Staplyes her sister Martha told the said goodwife Knapp, that
her sister Staplyes stood by her, by the fire in there house,
and she called to her, sister, sister, and she would not answer,
but she, the said Martha, strucke at her and then she went away,
and ye next day she asked her sister, and she said she was not
there; and Mris. Ward doth also testify wth Mris. Pell, that the
said Knapp said the same to her; and the said Mris. Pell saith,
that aboute two dayes after the search afforesaid, she went to
ye said Knapp in prison house, and the said Knapp said to her,
I told you a thing the other day, and goodman Staplies had bine
wth her and threatened her, that she had told some thing of his
wife that would bring his wiues name in question, and this
deponent she told no body of it but her husband, & she was much
moued at it.
Elizabeth Brewster being sworne, deposeth and saith, that after
goodwife Knap was executed, as soone as she was cut downe, she,
the said Knapp, being caried to the graue side, goodwife
Staplyes wth some other women went to search the said Knapp,
concerning findeing out teats, and goodwife Staplyes handled her
verey much, and called to goodwife Lockwood, and said, these
were no witches teates, but such as she herselfe had, and other
women might haue the same, wringing her hands and takeing ye
Lords name in her mouth, and said, will you say these were
witches teates, they were not, and called vpon goodwife Lockwood
to come & see them; then this deponent desired goodwife Odell
to come & see, for she had bine vpon her oath when she found the
teates, and she, this depont, desired the said Odill to come and
clere it to goodwife Staplies; goodwife Odill would not come;
then the said Staplies still called vpon goodwife Lockwood to
come, will you say these are witches teates, I, sayes the said
Staplies, haue such myselfe, and so haue you if you search
yorselfe; goodwife Lockwood replyed, if I had such, she would
be hanged; would you, sayes Staplies, yes, saith Lockwood, and
deserve it; and the said Staplies handeled the said teates very
much, and pulled them wth her fingers, and then goodwife Odill
came neere, and she, the said Staplies, still questioning, the
said Odill told her no honest woman had such, and then all the
women rebuking her and said they were witches teates, and the
said Staplies yeilded it.
Mary Brewster being sworn & deposed, saith as followeth, that
she was present after the execution of ye said Knapp, and she
being brought to the graue side, she saw goodwife Staplyes pull
the teates that were found aboute goodwife Knapp, and was verey
earnest to know whether those were witches teates wch were found
aboute her, the said Knapp, wn the women searched her, and the
said Staplyes pulled them as though she would haue pulled them
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of, and prsently she, ths depont, went away, as hauing no desire
to looke vpon them.
Susan Lockwood, wife of Robert Lockwood, being sworne & examined
saith as foll, that she was at the execution of goodwife Knapp
that was hanged for a witch, and after the said Knapp was cut
downe and brought to the graue, goodwife Staplyes, wth other
women, looked after the teates that the women spake of appointed
by the magistrats, and the said goodwife Staplies was handling
of her where the teates were, and the said Staplies stood vp and
called three or foure times and bid me come looke of them, &
asked her whether she would say they were teates, and she made
this answer, no matter whether there were teates or no, she had
teates and confessed she was a witch, that was sufficient; if
these be teates, here are no more teates then I myselfe haue,
or any other women, or you either if you would search yor body;
this depont saith she said, I know not what you haue, but for
herselfe, if any finde any such things aboute me, I deserved to
be hanged as she was, and yet afterward she, the said Staplyes,
stooped downe againe and handled her, ye said Knapp, verey much,
about ye place where the teates were, and seuerall of ye women
cryed her downe, and said they were teates, and then she, the
said Staplyes, yeilded, & said verey like they might be teates.
Thomas Sheruington & Christopher Combstocke & goodwife Baldwine
were all together at the prison house where goodwife Knapp was,
and ye said goodwife Baldwin asked her whether she, the said
Knapp, knew of any other, and she said there were some, or one,
that had receiued Indian gods that were very bright; the said
Baldwin asked her how she could tell, if she were not a witch
herselfe, and she said the party told her so, and her husband
was witnes to it; and to this they were all sworne & doe depose.
Rebecka Hull, wife of Cornelius Hull, being sworne & examined,
deposeth & saith as followeth, that when goodwife Knapp was
goeing to execution, Mr. Ludlow, and her father Mr. Jones,
pressing the said Knapp to confess that she was a witch, vpon
wch goodwife Staplies said, why should she, the said Knapp,
confess that wch she was not, and after she, the said goodwife
Staplyes, had said so, on that stood by, why should she say so,
she the said Staplyes replyed, she made no doubt if she the said
Knapp were one, she would confess it.
Deborah Lockwood, of the age of 17 or thereaboute, sworne &
examined, saith as followeth, that she being present when
goodwife Knapp was goeing to execution, betweene Tryes & the
mill, she heard goodwife Staplyes say to goodwife Gould, she was
pswaded goodwife Knapp was no witch; goodwife Gould said, sister
Staplyes, she is a witch, & hath confessed had had familiarity
wth the Deuill. Staplies replyed, I was wth her yesterday, or
last night, and she said no such thing as she heard.
Aprill 26th, 1654.
Bethia Brundish, of the age of sixteene or thereaboutes, maketh
oath, as they were goeing to execution of goodwife Knapp, who
was condemned for a witch by the court & jury at Fairfeild, there
being present herselfe & Deborah Lockwood and Sarah Cable, she
heard goodwife Staplyes say, that she thought the said goodwife
Knapp was no witch, and goodwife Gould presently reproued her
for it.
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Witnes
Andrew Warde,
Jurat’ die & anno prdicto,
Coram me, Ro Ludlowe.
The plant’ replyed that he had seuerall other witnesses wch he
thought would cleere the matters in question, if the court
please to heare them, wch being granted, he first presented a
testimony of goodwife Whitlocke of Fairfeild, vpon oath taken
before Mr. Fowler at Millford, the 27th of May, 1654, wherein
she saith, that concerning goodwife Staplyes speeches at the
execution of goodwife Knapp, she being present & next to goody
Staplyes when they were goeing to put the dead corpes of goodwife
Knapp into the graue, seuerall women were looking for the markes
of a witch vpon the dead body, and seuerall of the women said
they could finde none, & this depont said, nor I; and she heard
goodwife Staplyes say, nor I; then came one that had searched
the said witch, & shewed them the markes that were vpon her, and
said what are these; and then this depont heard goodwife
Staplyes say she never saw such in all her life, and that she
was pswaded that no honest woman had such things as those were;
and the dead corps being then prsently put into the graue,
goodwife Staplyes & myselfe came imediately away together vnto
the towne, from the place of execution.
Goodwife Barlow of Fairfeild before the court did now testify
vpon oath, that when Knapps wife was hanged and ready to be
buried, she desired to see the markes of a witch and spake to
one of her neighbours to goe wth her, and they looked but found
them not; then goodwife Staplyes came to them, and one or two
more, goodwife Stapyleyes kneeled downe by them, and they all
looked but found ym not, & said they saw nothing but what is
comon to other women, but after they found them they all
wondered, and goodwife Staplyes in pticular, and said they neuer
saw such things in their life before, so they went away.
The wife of John Tompson of Fairefeild testifyeth vpon oath,
that goodwife Whitlock, goodwife Staplyes and herselfe, were at
the graue and desired to see ye markes of the witch that was
hanged, they looked but found them not at first, then the midwife
came & shewed them, goodwife Staplyes said she neuer saw such,
and she beleeved no honest woman had such.
Goodwife Sherwood of Fairefeild testifyeth vpon oath, that that
day Knapps wife was condemned for a witch, she was there to see
her, all being gone forth but goodwife Odill and her selfe, then
their came in Mris. Pell and her two daughters, Elizabeth & Mary,
goody Lockwood and goodwife Purdy; Mris. Pell told Knapps wife
she was sent to speake to her, to haue her confess that for wch
she was condemned, and if she knew any other to be a witch to
discover them, and told her, before she was condemned she might
thinke it would be a meanes to take away her life, but now she
must dye, and therefore she should discouer all, for though she
and her family by the providence of God had brought in nothing
against her, yet ther was many witnesses came in against her,
and she was cast by the jury & godly magistrats hauing found her
guilty, and that the last evidence cast the cause. So the next
day she went in againe to see the witch wth other neighbours,
there was Mr. Jones, Mris. Pell & her two daughters, Mris. Ward
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and goodwife Lockwood, where she heard Mris. Pell desire Knapps
wife to lay open herselfe, and make way for the minister to doe
her good; her daughter Elizabeth bid her doe as the witch at the
other towne did, that is, discouer all she knew to be witches.
Goodwife Knapp said she must not say anything wch is not true,
she must not wrong any body, and what had bine said to her in
private, before she went out of the world, when she was vpon the
ladder, she would reveale to Mr. Ludlow or ye minister.
Elizabeth Bruster said, if you keepe it a litle longer till you
come to the ladder, the diuill will haue you quick, if you
reveale it not till then. Good: Knapp replyed, take heed the
devile haue not you, for she could not tell how soone she might
be her companyon, and added, the truth is you would haue me say
that goodwife Staplyes is a witch, but I haue sinns enough to
answer for allready, and I hope I shall not add to my
condemnation; I know nothing by goodwife Staplyes, and I hope
she is an honest woman. Then goodwife Lockwood said, goodwife
Knapp what ayle you; goodman Lyon, I pray speake, did you heare
vs name goodwif Staplyes name since we came here; Lyon wished
her to haue a care what she said and not breed difference betwixt
neighbours after she was gone; Knapp replyed, goodman Lyon hold
yor tongue, you know not what I know, I haue ground for what I
say, I haue bine fished wthall in private more then you are aware
of; I apprehend goodwife Staples hath done me some wrong in her
testimony, but I must not render euill for euill. Then this
depont spake to goody Knapp, wishing her to speake wth the jury,
for she apprehended goodwife Staplyes witnessed nothing contrary
to other witnesses, and she supposed they would informe her that
the last evidence did not cast ye cause; she replyed that she
had bine told so wthin this halfe houre, & desired Mr. Jones and
herselfe to stay and the rest to depart, that she might speake
wth vs in private, and desired me to declare to Mr. Jones what
they said against goodwife Staplyes the day before, but she told
her she heard not goodwife Staplyes named, but she knew nothing
of that nature; she desired her to declare her minde fully to
M’ Jones, so she went away.
Further this depont saith, that comeing into the house where the
witch was kept, she found onely the wardsman and goodwife
Baldwine, there goodwife Baldwin whispered her in the eare and
said to her that goodwife Knapp told her that a woman in ye towne
was a witch and would be hanged wthin a twelue moneth, and would
confess herselfe a witch and cleere her that she was none, and
that she asked her how she knew she was a witch, and she told
her she had reeived Indian gods of an Indian, wch are shining
things, wch shine lighter then the day. Then this depont asked
goodwife Knapp if she had said so, and she denyed it; goodwife
Baldwin affirmed she did, but Knapps wife againe denyed it and
said she knowes no woman in the towne that is a witch, nor any
woman that hath received Indian gods, but she said there was an
Indian at a womans house and offerred her a coople of shining
things, but she woman neuer told her she tooke them, but was
afraide and ran away, and she knowes not that the woman euer
tooke them. Goodwife desired this depont to goe out and speake
wth the wardsmen; Thomas Shervington, who was one of them, said
hee remembred not that Knapps wife said a woman in the towne was
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a witch and would be hanged, but spake something of shining
things, but Kester, Mr. Pells man, being by said, but I remember;
and as they were goeing to the graue, goodwife Staplyes said,
it was long before she could beleeve this poore woman was a
witch, or that their were any witches, till the word of God
convinced her, wch saith, thou shalt not suffer a witch to liue.
Thomas Lyon of Fairfeild testifyeth vpon oath, taken before Mr.
Fowler, the 27th May, 1654, that he being set by authority to
watch wth Knapps wife, there came in Mris. Pell, Mrs. Ward,
goodwife Lockwood, and Mris. Pells two daughters; the fell into
some discourse, that goodwife Knapp should say to them in
private wch goodwife Knapp would not owne, but did seeme to be
much troubled at them and said, the truth is you would haue me
to say that goodwife Staplyes is a witch; I haue sinnes enough
allready, I will not add this to my condemnation, I know no such
thing by her, I hope she is an honest woman; then goodwife
Lockwood caled to mee and asked whether they had named goodwife
Staplyes, so I spake to goodwife Knapp to haue a care what she
said, that she did not make differrence amongst her neighbours
when she was gon, and I told her that I hoped they were her
frends and desired her soules good, and not to accuse any out
of envy, or to that effect; Knapps wife said, goodman Lyon hold
yor tongue, you know not so much as I doe, you know not what
hath bine said to me in private; and after they was gon, of her
owne accord, betweene she & I, goody Knapp said she knew nothing
against goodwife Staplyes of being a witch.
Goodwife Gould of Fairfeild testifyeth vpon oath, that goodwife
Sherwood & herselfe came in to see the witch, there was one
before had bine speaking aboute some suspicious words of one in
the towne, this depont wished her if she knew anything vpon good
ground she would declare it, if not, that she would take heede
that the deuill pswaded her not to sow malicious seed to doe
hurt when she was dead, yet wished her to speake the truth if
she knew anything by any pson; she said she knew nothing but
vpon suspicion by the rumours she heares; this depont told her
she was now to dye, and therefore she should deale truly; she
burst forth ito weeping and desired me to pray for her, and said
I knew not how she was tempted; neuer, neuer poore creature was
tempted as I am tempted, pray, pray for me. Further this depont
saith, as they were goeing to ye graue, Mr. Buckly, goodwife
Sherwood, goodwife Staplye and myselfe, goodwife Staplyes was
next me, she said it was a good while before she could beleeue
this woman was a witch, and that she could not beleue a good
while that there were any witches, till she went to ye word of
God, and then she was convinced, and as she remembers, goodwife
Stapleyes went along wth her all the way till they came at ye
gallowes. Further this deponent saith, that Mr. Jones some time
since that Knapps wife was condemned, did tell her, and that wth
a very cherefull countenance & blessing God for it, that Knapps
wife had cleered one in ye towne, & said you know who I meane
sister Staplyes, blessed be God for it.
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June 23, Friday (Old Style): Mary Lee of Maryland was hanged at sea as a witch.

In the Plymouth colony, “happy tidings came of a long desired peace betwixt the two nations of England and 
Holland” and the local militia dropped its preparations for a contest with the Dutch of Nieuw-Amsterdam.

September or November: Lydia Gilbert of Windsor, Connecticut was indicted in Hartford on charges that in general 
she gave “entertainment to Sathan” and that in particular, back in 1651 she “by his helpe hast killed the body 
of Henry Styles, besides other witchcrafts.”

Ye party above mentioned is found guilty of witchcraft by ye
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jury.
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Since witches were known for their insensitivity to pain, their inability to shed tears, and their not bleeding 
when pricked, it was a common practice in England and Scotland to prick those suspected of witchcraft to see 
whether or not they said “Ouch!” and whether or not they would bleed. One notorious “pricker” or practitioner 
of this fine art was a fee professional name of Matthew Hopkins: Have prick will travel, I suppose. In this year 
Ralph Gardner’s ENGLAND’S GRIEVANCE DISCOVERED told of two prickers, Thomas Shovel and Cuthbert 
Nicholson, who, during 1649/1650, had been sent by the magistrates of Newcastle-on-Tyne into Scotland to 
entice another very capable pricker to return with them to Newcastle. The deal was that these two men would 
receive twenty shillings, and the Scotsman would receive three pounds, for each witch convicted through their 
efforts, plus free transportation as they traveled about. As this delegation arrived at a town –they visited the 
district’s chief market-towns– the crier would go round with his bell, desiring “all people that would bring in 
any complaint against any woman for a witch, they should be sent for and tried by the person appointed.” Of 
30 women brought into the Newcastle town-hall and stripped and pricked, 27 failed the exam. Gardner 
continues:—

The said witch-finder acquainted Lieutenant-Colonel Hobson that
he knew women whether they were witches or no by their looks;
and when the said person was searching of a personable and good-
like woman, the said colonel replied and said, “Surely this
woman is none, and need not be tried”; but the Scotchman said
she was, for the town said she was, and therefore he would try
her; and presently, in sight of all the people, laid her body
naked to the waist, with her clothes over her head, by which
fright and shame all her blood contracted into one part of her
body, and then he ran a pin into her thigh, and then suddenly
let her coats fall, and then demanded whether she had nothing
of his in her body, but did not bleed? But she, being amazed,
replied little. Then he put his hands up her coats and pulled
out the pin, and set her aside as a guilty person and child of
the devil, and fell to try others, whom he made guilty.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hobson, perceiving the alteration of the
aforesaid woman by her blood settling in her right parts, caused
that woman to be brought again, and her clothes pulled up to her
thigh, and required the Scot to run the pin into the same place,
and then it gushed out of blood, and the said Scot cleared her,
and said she was not a child of the devil.

If this Scots prick had had his way, half the women in the north country would have been declared to be 
witches, but before he could get that far his art came to be suspected, and he was tried and condemned to be 
hanged. At the gallows in Scotland he made a last-minute confession that, merely for the 20s he had been 
receiving as his usual fee, he had caused 220 deaths in England and Scotland. 

1655
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When Nicholas Bayley and his wife were accused of witchcraft and other offenses (such as lying and filthy 
speech by the wife) in New Haven, Connecticut, after several court hearings they was acquitted. They were 
advised to remove themselves from the colony, and did so.

A woman of the family name Batchelor was accused of witchcraft in Ipswich, Massachusetts and some formal 
step such as petition or deposition was taken towards a prosecution — but then nothing further seems to have 
happened. 

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Mistress Ann Hibbins, well-situated widow of a Boston merchant, was examined and determined to be a witch, 
but then the magistrates were disinclined to accept the jury’s verdict. The matter would be referred to the 
Grand Court. 
(Contrary to the story which Nathaniel Hawthorne would build, she was not a sister of Governor Richard 
Bellingham — but she was, indeed, well connected in society.)

“Consulters with witches not to be tolerated, but either to be

cut off by death or banishment or other suitable punishment.”
(ABSTRACT NEW ENGLAND LAWS, 1655.)

According to the NEW HAVEN COLONIAL RECORDS in this year (Volume II, page 576) it was the law in 
Connecticut that:

If any person be a witch, he or she shall be put to death
according to EXODUS xxii, 18; LEVITICUS xx, 27; DEUTERONOMY xviii,
10, 11.

August 7, Tuesday (Old Style): When Elizabeth Godman was again accused of witchcraft in New Haven, Connecticut, 
she was again warned and acquitted:

At a court held at Newhaven the 7th of August 1655.
Elizabeth Godman was again called before the Court, and told
that she lies under suspition for witchcraft, as she knowes, the
grounds of which were examined in a former court, and by herselfe
confessed to be just grounds of suspition, wch passages were now
read, and to these some more are since added, wch are now to be
declared.
Mr. Goodyeare said that the last winter, upon occasion of Gods
afflicting hand upon the plantation by sickness, the private
meeting whereof he is had appointed to set a day apart to seeke
God: Elizabeth Godman desired she might be there; he told her
she was under suspition, and it would be offensive; she said she
had great need of it, for she was exercised wth many temptations,
and saw strange appearitions, and lights aboute her bed, and
strange sights wch affrighted her; some of his family said if
she was affraide they would worke wth her in the day and lye
with her in the night, but she refused and was angry and said
she would haue none to be wth her for she had her spirituall
armour aboute her. She was asked the reason of this; she
answered, she said so to Mr. Goodyeare, but it was her fancy

THE SCARLET LETTER: The affair being so satisfactorily concluded,
Hester Prynne, with Pearl, departed from the house. As they
descended the steps, it is averred that the lattice of a chamber-
window was thrown open, and forth into the sunny day was thrust
the face of Mistress Hibbins, Governor Bellingham’s bitter-
tempered sister, and the same who, a few years later, was executed
as a witch.

THE SCARLET LETTER
CHRONOLOGY
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troubled her, and she would haue none lye wth her because her
bed was weake; she was told that might haue been mended; then
she said she was not willing to haue any of them wth her, for
if any thing had fallen ill wth them they would haue said that
she had bine the cause.

THE GOVERNOR’S QUANDARY — ELIZABETH’S “SPIRITUALL ARMOUR” — ”THE
JUMBLING AT THE CHAMBER DORE” — THE LOST GRAPES — THE TETHERED
CALFE — ”HOTT BEARE”

Mr. Goodyeare further declared that aboute three weekes agoe he
had a verey great disturbance in his family in the night (Eliza:
Godman hauing bine the day before much discontented because Mr.
Goodyeare warned her to provide another place to live in) his
daughter Sellevant, Hanah Goodyeare, and Desire Lamberton lying
together in the chamber under Eliza: Godman; after they were in
bed they heard her walke up and downe and talk aloude; but could
not tell what she said; then they heard her go downe the staires
and come up againe; they fell asleep, but were after awakened
wth a great jumbling at the chamber dore, and something came
into the chamber wch jumbled at the other end of the roome and
aboute the trunke and amonge the shooes and at the beds head;
it came nearer the bed and Hanah was affraid and called father,
but he heard not, wch made her more affraide; then cloathes were
pulled of their bed by something, two or three times; they held
and something pulled, wch frighted them so that Hanah Goodyeare
called her father so loude as was thought might be heard to the
meetinghouse, but the noise was heard to Mr. Samuell Eatons by
them that watched wth her; so after a while Mr. Goodyeare came
and found them in a great fright; they lighted a candell and he
went to Eliza: Godmans chamber and asked her why she disturbed
the family; she said no, she was scared also and thought the
house had bine on fire, yet the next day she said in the family
that she knew nothing till Mr. Goodyeare came up, wch she said
is true she heard the noise but knew not the cause till Mr.
Goodyeare came; and being asked why she went downe staires after
she was gon up to bed, she said to light a candell to looke for
two grapes she had lost in the flore and feared the mice would
play wth them in the night and disturbe ye family, wch reason
in the Courts apprehension renders her more suspitious.
Allen Ball informed the Court. Another time she came into his
yard; his wife asked what she came for; she said to see her
calfe; now they had a sucking calfe, wch they tyed in the lott
to a great post that lay on ye ground, and the calfe ran away
wth that post as if it had bine a fether and ran amonge Indian
corne and pulled up two hills and stood still; after he tyed the
calfe to a long heauy raile, as much as he could well lift, and
one time she came into ye yard and looked on ye calfe and it set
a running and drew the raile after it till it came to a fence
and gaue a great cry in a lowing way and stood still; and in ye
winter the calfe dyed, doe what he could, yet eate its meale
well enough.
Some other passages were spoken of aboute Mris. Yale, that one
time there being some words betwixt them, wth wch Eliza: Godman
was unsatisfyed, the night following Mris. Yales things were
throwne aboute the house in a strange manner; and one time being
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at Goodman Thorpes, aboute weauing some cloth, in wch something
discontented her, and that night they had a great noise in the
house, wch much affrighted them, but they know not what it was.
These things being declared the Court told Elizabeth Godman that
they haue considered them, wth her former miscarriages, and see
cause to order that she be comitted to prison, ther to abide the
Courts pleasure, but because the matter is of weight, and the
crime whereof she is suspected capitall, therefore she is to
answer it at the Court of Magistrates in October next.

September 4, Tuesday (Old Style): Elizabeth Godman was released from prison with a reprimand and warning by the 
Connecticut court. Go thou and do witchcraft no more.

October: Elizabeth Godman was again brought before the court on suspicions of witchcraft in New Haven, 
Connecticut. She was advised “that upon grounds formerly declared wch stand upon record, she by her owne 
confession remains under suspition for witchcraft, and one more is now added, and that is, that one time this 
last summer, comeing to Mr. Hookes to beg some beare, was at first denyed, but after, she was offered some 
by his daughter which stood ready drawne, wch she had, yet went away in a muttering discontented manner, 
and after this, that night, though the beare was good and fresh, yet the next morning was hott, soure and ill 
tasted, yea so hott as the barrell was warme wthout side, and when they opened the bung it steemed forth; they 
brewed againe and it was so also, and so continewed foure or fiue times, one after another.” According to 
Volume II of the NEW HAVEN TOWN RECORDS, pages 174, 179:

She brought diuers psons to the court that they might
say something to cleere her, and much time was spent in
hearing ym, but to little purpose, the grounds of
suspition remaining full as strong as before and she
found full of lying, wherfore the court declared vnto
her that though the euidenc is not sufficient as yet to
take away her life, yet the suspitions are cleere and
many, wch she cannot by all the meanes she hath vsed,
free herselfe from, therfore she must forbeare from
goeing from house to house to give offenc, and cary it
orderly in the family where she is, wch if she doe not,
she will cause the court to comitt her to prison againe,
& that she doe now presently vpon her freedom giue
securitie for her good behauiour; and she did now before
the court ingage fifty pound of her estate that is in
Mr. Goodyeers hand, for her good behauior, wch is
further to be cleered next court, when Mr. Goodyeare is
at home.
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(The upshot of all this was that the suspected witch Elizabeth Godman would be “suffered to dwell in the 
family of Thomas Johnson,” and would continue there until her natural death on October 9, 1660.)
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There was a witchcraft trial in Northampton, Massachusetts.

 When Mary Parsons was accused of witchcraft in Springfield, Massachusetts, she filed a countercharge of 
slander.

 Jane Walford and a female of the family name of Evans were accused of witchcraft in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. We have no record of any proceedings, however, other than against Jane Walford, who was tried. 
The trial may have resulted in an acquittal, for we have no record of any further action.

 Eunice Cole was accused of witchcraft in Hampton, New Hampshire. The trial resulted in an acquittal.

Early June: The first two English Quakers arrived in Boston harbor aboard the Swallow out of Barbados — Friend 
Mary Fisher from Yorkshire, then a single woman in her early 30s (yes, the one who then went to the Near East 
and was granted an audience with the Sultan; and the one who eventually settled in South Carolina with her 
2nd husband), and Friend Anne Austin of London, an older woman with five children. They had been on 
Barbados since 1655, and had already convinced a wealthy sugar planter and his son there. They were 
discovered to have with them some books: “a few harmless Books, which like their Masters neither fight, 
strike, nor quarrel.”  At first they were confined to the ship, while these books and all their papers were being 
burned in the marketplace by the official executioner of the Commonwealth. Then they were brought ashore 
to the jail and placed in a cell without writing materials. To make it utterly impossible to read or write, and to 
ensure that these women had no opportunity to molest the decent citizens of Boston, the windows of the jail 
were boarded up. They were stripped and their bodies were inspected for any signs of witchcraft. While 
imprisoned for these five weeks they were not permitted to have any food and a notice was posted that any 
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Bostonian who attempted to have intercourse with them would be fined £5. However, there was one “aged 
inhabitant” of Boston, very likely the innkeeper Nicholas Upsall who later was recognized as the colony’s first 
convert to the Religious Society of Friends (1595?-1666), who had offered to purchase their books before they 
were burned, and who attempted to pay the £5 fine in order to talk to the women and bring them food, who 
bribed the jailer five shillings per week to be allowed to bring food and drink for them.

To understand the severity of this reaction to a woman who would have the indecency to speak in public, 
perhaps we ought to take into consideration an anti-Quaker painting made by Egbert van Heemskerk (1645-
1704), called “Woman Preaching on a Tub.” You will note that this speaker is appropriately attired in a witch’s 
hat:
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June 19, Thursday (Old Style): John Skelton, who had entered Queen’s College as “batler” in the 9th week of the 
Christmas quarter of 1652/1653, and had matriclated as “servitor” on June 24, 1653, and presumably had been 
nominated as Dudley Exhibitioner at the end of that year, was at this point elected “tabarder” of Queens 
College.

Another alleged witch was hanged from the branches of the Great Elm  (Ulmus americana) on the Boston 
Common. Her name was Mistress Ann Hibbins and she was the socially well situated widow of a Boston 
merchant. (Contrary to the story which Nathaniel Hawthorne would build, she was not the sister of Governor 
Richard Bellingham.) If local custom was followed, before she was hanged she had been condemned to attend 
public worship and hear a sermon on eternal damnation, but why was it that she was not hanged on the Boston 
gallows, on that “next knole of land” out the Neck leading to Roxbury, as had been ordered on March 16th?

THE SCARLET LETTER: The affair being so satisfactorily concluded,
Hester Prynne, with Pearl, departed from the house. As they
descended the steps, it is averred that the lattice of a chamber-
window was thrown open, and forth into the sunny day was thrust
the face of Mistress Hibbins, Governor Bellingham’s bitter-
tempered sister, and the same who, a few years later, was executed
as a witch.
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William Brown was accused of witchcraft in Gloucester, Massachusetts and some sort of court action, such as 
indictment, followed, but we have no record of anything further.

We observe in preserved court records that Thomas Mullener was a chronic litigant. In this year he determined 
that his pigs had been bewitched, and “cut of the tayle and eare of one and threw into the fire” because he 
believed that this was “a meanes used in England by some people to finde out witches.” His conclusion from 
examining the burnt remains of the “tayle and eare” was that the bewitching had been done by his neighbor 
William Meaker. When Meaker was tried for witchcraft in New Haven, Connecticut, however, he was 
acquitted. Meaker brought an action against his neighbor for defamation but Mullener had meanwhile become 
so entangled in “miscarriages” that the authorities had put him under bond for his good behavior, and advised 
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him to remove himself from the colony, and he had heeded this advice.
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At some point during this year, I have been given to understand in the pages of David Lindsay’s MAYFLOWER 
BASTARD: A STRANGER AMONG THE PILGRIMS, the Sarah Artch was on its way from England to Maryland and had 
reached the Hebrides, when the crew began to suspect that one of the passenger, Friend Elizabeth Richardson, 
was not only a Quaker but also a witch. They hanged her from the yardarm.20
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(In an unrelated incident, the same fate, of being hanged at sea as a witch, would befall another woman in this 
year: Katherine Grade of  Jamestown, Virginia.)

In 1657, while Easthampton on Long Island had still been within the jurisdiction of the colony of New York, 
before it had been made instead a part of Connecticut, two servants of Lion Gardiner on Gardiner’s Island, 
Joshua Garlick and Elizabeth his wife, had resettled there. In Easthampton, Elizabeth Garlick soon came under 
suspicion of witchcraft. A special town meeting was held and a committee was  appointed to deliver the 
suspect across Long Island Sound to the authorities in Connecticut for capital trial. Goody Howell was deposed 
to the effect that, during an illness, she had “tuned a psalm and screked out several times together very 
grievously,” crying “a witch! a witch! now are you come to torter me because I spoke two or three words 
against you.” She claimed to have seen a black thing at the foot of her bed, claimed that Garlick had two 
tongues, that she had pinched her with pins, and that she had stood by her bed ready to tear her in pieces. 
William Russell was deposed to the effect that he had been startled from his sleep before daybreak by “a very 
doleful noyse on ye backside of ye fire, like ye noyse of a great stone thrown down among a heap of stones.” 
Goody Birdsall was deposed to the effect that “she was in the house of Goody Simons when Goody Bishop 
came into the house with ye dockweed and between Goody Davis and Goody Simons they burned the herbs. 
Farther, she said y’t formerly dressing flax at Goody Davis’s house, Goody Davis saith y’t she had dressed her 
children in clean linen at the island, and Goody Garlick came in and said, ‘How pretty the child doth look,’ 
and so soon as she had spoken Goody Garlick said, ‘the child is not well, for it groaneth,’ and Goody Davis 
said her heart did rise, and Goody Davis said, when she took the child from Goody Garlick, she said she saw 
death in the face of it, & her child sickened presently upon it, and lay five daies and 5 nights and never opened 
the eyes nor dried till it died. Also she saith as she dothe remember Goody Davis told her upon some difference 
between Mr. Gardiner or some of his family, Goodman Garlick gave out some threateningse speeches, & 
suddenly after Mr. Gardiner had an ox legge broke upon Ram Island. Moreover Goody Davis said that Goody 
Garlick was a naughtie woman.” Goody Edwards was deposed to the effect that “Y’t as Goody Garlick owned, 

20. Few of these details are to be found in William Hand Brown, ed. ARCHIVES OF MARYLAND: PROCEEDINGS OF THE PROVINCIAL 
COURT, 1658-1662 (Baltimore: Maryland Historical Society, 1883, Volume 41, pages 327-29), evidently because the primary 
witness failed to show up in court.
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she sent to her daughter for a little best milk and she had some and presently after, her daughters milk went 
away as she thought and as she remembers the child sickened about y’t time.” Goody Hand was deposed to 
the effect that “she had heard Goody Davis say that she hoped Goody Garlick would not come to Eastharapton, 
because, she said, Goody Garlick was naughty, and there had many sad things befallen y’m at the Island, as 
about ye child, and ye ox, as Goody Birdsall have declared, as also the negro child she said was taken away, 
as I understood by her words, in a strange manner, and also of a ram y’t was dead, and this fell out quickly one 
after another, and also of a sow y’t was fat and lustie and died. She said they did burn some of the sow’s tale 
and presently Goody Garlick did come in.” The General Court of Connecticut took jurisdiction of the case, 
duly considered all these various depositions by the island neighbors, acquitted Goody Elizabeth Garlick, and 
sent her home to Easthampton.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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February: In Maidstone in the New York colony, Lion Gardiner’s daughter Elizabeth Gardiner Howell fell ill, accused 
Joshua Garlicke’s wife of being a witch, and cursed her. When Elizabeth died an investigation was necessary.

February 19, Monday (1657, Old Style): The court at Maidstone in the New York colony heard testimony against 
Goody Garlicke from Samuel Pasons, William Russell, and Elizabeth’s husband Arthur.

February 23, Tuesday (1657, Old Style): In the New York colony, the father Lion Gardiner came to an agreement with 
the husband Arthur Howell that the husband will become legal guardian for Elizabeth Gardiner Howell’s infant 
daughter, including portions of Elizabeth’s state received from the Gardiners.

February 24, Wednesday (1657, Old Style): In the New York colony, Elizabeth’s nurse Goody Howell, and her mother, 
both make depositions before John Mulford, John Hand, and Thomas Baker. Both women testify that Elizabeth 
told them Goody Garlicke was tormenting her.

February 27, Saturday (1657, Old Style): In the New York colony, testimony continued. Goody Brookes testified that 
Mrs. Gardiner had informed her that Elizabeth had been bewitched by a woman. Goody Burdsill testified that 
she had heard that Goody Davis’s infant had died because she had been cursed by Goody Garlicke. Goodman 
Vaile and his wife refuted this, claiming that Davis had given her child to an Indian woman to nurse and that 
it had died of starvation.

March 11, Thursday (1657, Old Style): Goody Burdsill offered further testimony, saying that she had heard Mrs. 
Howell accuse Goody Garlike of ’jear’ing her.

March 19, Friday (1657, Old Style): The Maidstone council assigned Thomas Baker and John Hand to travel to 
Connecticut on government matters, escorting Goody Garlicke there for trial.

May 3, Monday (Old Style): Maidstone placed itself under the Connecticut government.

WITCHCRAFT

WITCHCRAFT

WITCHCRAFT

WITCHCRAFT

NEW-YORK

WITCHCRAFT

NEW-YORK

WITCHCRAFT

NEW-YORK
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May 20, Thursday (Old Style): The Connecticut Court exonerated Goody Garlicke, but commended Maidstone 
authorities for their diligence.

NEW-YORK

WITCHCRAFT
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Connecticut became the 2d of our colonies to recognize human enslavement as a legal institution. (The 1st 
colony to grant a legal status to slavery had been Massachusetts, in 1641.)21

In this year we know that a person was accused of witchcraft in Saybrook, Connecticut and that there was some 
sort of indictment or presentment in which the accused appeared before the courts preliminary to trial. We 
don’t know any more than that.

John Godfrey was accused of witchcraft in Andover, Massachusetts. A complaint was made and some formal 
step such as petition or deposition was taken towards prosecution. There was an indictment or presentment in 
which the accused appeared before the courts preliminary to trial. There was a formal trial. The accused was 
acquitted. When he was again charged, he filed a countercharge of slander.

1659

21. Note well, that we were institutionalizing human enslavement along racial lines because we were racists. This may not seem at 
all strange, but if one reflects deeply, one may become able to see it as strange when one bears in mind that when we would finally 
get around to abolishing this legal institution of human enslavement, a number of generations later during our civil war, we would 
not be abolishing it because we had become non-racist, but because we had remained racist. 
The proof of the above startling assertion is as follows:

1.) Had American whites not been racist, they would not have been denying equality of opportunity to free black Americans.
2.) Had American whites not been denying equality of opportunity to free black Americans, and had these free black Americans 

not been able to identify along race lines across class lines, then free black Americans would not have become abolitionists. Like 
the immigrant Irish in their quest to become white people, and in their head-on competition for jobs and incomes, these free blacks 
Americans would have become pro-slavery. Only racial identification as white people, which is to say, racism, created the rabid 
anti-abolitionism of the Irish immigrants and its alliance with more centrally situated groups of white Americans, and only racial 
identification as people of color, which is to say, racism, created the insistent abolitionism of the free black Americans and its 
alliance with more centrally situated groups of white Americans.

3.) Had free blacks Americans been pro-slavery, the phenomenon of white abolitionism is a phenomenon which simply could 
not have arisen. Black attitudes of pro-slavery would have been a most effective damper to any such white enthusiasm.

4.) Had abolitionism not arisen, had only slaves wanted for slaves to be freed, since the enslaved have effectively no political 
voice slavery could never have become a problematic of our democratic culture.

5.) Had human enslavement not been rendered problematic, it would never have been abolished.
6.) We practiced human enslavement along racial lines, and this demonstrates that we were racists; we abolished human 

enslavement along racial lines, and this demonstrates that we had remained racists.

Since human enslavement in the United States of America was abolished not because we became non-racists but because we 
remained racists, we need not search further for an explanation for the failure of Reconstruction and the beginning of our 
“Jim Crow,” “Ku Klux Klan” period of racial segregation.
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Winifred Holman was accused of witchcraft in Cambridge, Massachusetts. A complaint was made and some 
formal step such as petition or deposition was taken towards prosecution. There was an indictment or 
presentment in which the accused appeared before the courts preliminary to trial. There was a formal trial. 
Was there an acquittal? 

Mary Holman was accused of witchcraft in Cambridge, Massachusetts. A complaint was made and some 
formal step such as petition or deposition was taken towards prosecution. There was an indictment or 
presentment in which the accused appeared before the courts preliminary to trial. There was a formal trial. 
Was there an acquittal? 

Elizabeth Bailey was accused of witchcraft in York, Maine. A complaint was made and some formal step such 
as petition or deposition was taken towards prosecution. There was an indictment or presentment in which the 
accused appeared before the courts preliminary to trial. There was a formal trial. The accused was acquitted.
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‘BEWITCHED!’22

‘When ye do judge of matters, or when ye do judge of words, or
when ye do judge of persons, all these are distinct things.
A wise man will not give both his ears to one party but reserve
one for the other party, and will hear both, and then judge.’—
G. FOX.

‘And after I came to one Captain Sands, which he and his wife
if they could have had the world and truth they would have
received it. But they was hypocrites and he a very light chaffy
man, and the way was too strait for him.’—G. FOX.

‘James the First was crazed beyond his English subjects with the
witch mania of Scotland and the Continent. No sooner had his
first parliament enacted new death laws than the judges and the
magistrates, the constable and the mob began to hunt up the
oldest and ugliest spinster who lived with her geese on the
common, or tottered about the village street. Many pleaded
guilty, and described the covenants they had formed with black
dogs and “goblins called Tibb”; others were beaten or terrified
into fictitious confessions, or perished, denying their guilt
to the last. The black business culminated during the Civil Wars
when scores of women were put to death.’—G.M. TREVELYAN.

22. Hodgkin, Lucy Violet. A BOOK OF QUAKER SAINTS. Illustrated by F. Cayley-Robinson. 1917. 
Variously reprinted.

QUAKER SAINTS
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‘BEWITCHED!’

Saint Swithin’s feast was passed. It was a sultry, thundery
afternoon of mid July, when three horsemen were to be seen
carefully picking their way across the wide wet estuary of the
River Leven that goes by the name of ‘the Sands.’ The foremost
rider was evidently the most important person of the three. He
was an oldish man with a careworn face, and deepset eyes
occasionally lighted by a smile, as he urged his weary horse
across the sand. This was no less a person than Judge Fell
himself, the master of Swarthmoor Hall, attended by his clerk
and his groom, and returning to his home after a lengthy absence
on circuit. A man of wide learning, of sound knowledge of
affairs, and gifted with an excellent judgment was Thomas Fell.
He was as popular now, in the autumn of his days among his
country neighbours, as he had been in former times in
Parliament, and among the Puritan leaders. Thrice had he
represented his native county in the House of Commons, and had
been a trusted friend of Oliver Cromwell himself. It was only
latterly, men said, since Oliver showed a disposition to grasp
more and ever more power for himself that the good Judge, unable
to prevent that of which he disapproved, had retired from the
intricate problems and difficulties of the Capital. He now
filled the office of Judge on the Welsh Circuit and later on
that of Vice-Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. But whether
he dwelt in the country or in London town it was all one.
Wherever he came, men thought highly of him.23 The good thirsted
for his approval. The bad trembled to meet his eye. Yet, it was
noted, that even when he was obliged to sentence some poor
wretch, he seemed to commiserate him, and he ever sought to throw
the weight of his influence on the side of mercy, although no
man could be sterner at times, especially when he dealt with a
case of treachery or cold-blooded cruelty.
The lines of his countenance were rugged, yet underneath there
was always an expression of goodwill, and a kindly light in his
eyes that seemed to come from some still quiet fount of happiness
within. It was said of the Judge, and truly, that he had the
happiest home, the fairest and wisest wife, and the goodliest
young family, of any man in the county. That had been a joyful
day, indeed, for him, twenty years before, when he brought the
golden-haired Margaret Askew, the heiress of Marsh Grange, as
his bride to the old grey Hall of Swarthmoor. Sixteen full years
younger than her husband was she, yet a wondrous wise-hearted
woman, and his companion in all things.
Now that a son and six fair daughters filled the old Hall with
music and gay laughter all day long, the Judge might well be no
less proud of his ‘great family’ than even of having been Oliver
Cromwell’s friend.
He was ever loath to leave that cherished home for his long
absences on the Chester and North Welsh Circuit, and ever joyful
when the day came that he might return thither. Even the heavy
sand that clogged his horse’s feet could hardly make him check

23. ‘Being beloved,’ the historian says, ‘for his justice, wisdom, moderation, and mercy.’
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his pace. The sands of Morecambe Bay are perilous at times,
especially to strangers, for the tide flows in with such
swiftness that even a galloping horse may not escape it. But the
Judge and his companions knew the dangers well enough to avoid
them. Their trained eyes instinctively marked the slight
depressions in the sand and the line of brogs, or half-hidden
trees, that guide travellers across by what is really the safest
route, although it may seem to take unnecessary loops and
curves.24 At a little distance lay the lonely Chapel Island,
surrounded by the sea even at low tide, where in olden days lived
a community of monks, who tolled a bell to guide pilgrims across
the shifting sands, or said masses for the souls of those who
perished.
As his horse picked its way carefully, the Judge raised his eyes
often towards the high plateau on the horizon to which he was
steadily drawing nearer with every tedious step. Beloved
Swarthmoor! The house itself was hidden, but he could plainly
discern the belt of trees in which it stood. He thought of each
of the inmates of that hidden home. George, his only son, how
straight and tall he was growing, how gallant a rider, and how
skilful a sportsman even now, though hasty in temper and over
apt to take offence. His gay maidens, were they at this moment
singing over some new madrigal prepared to greet him on his
return? In an hour or two he should see them all running down
the garden path to welcome him, from stately ‘young Margrett’
to little toddling Susanna. His wife, his own Margaret, well he
knew where she would be! watching for him from the lattice of
their chamber, where she was ever the first to catch sight of
him on his return, as she had been the last to bid him farewell
on his departure.
At this point the good Judge’s meditations were suddenly
interrupted by his groom, who, spurring his horse on a level
with his Master’s, pointed respectfully, with upraised whip,
towards several moving specks that were hastening across the
estuary.
The softest bit of sand was over now, the travellers were
reaching firmer ground, where it was possible to go at a quicker
pace. Setting spurs to his horse the Judge hastened forward, his
face flushing with an anxiety he took no pains to conceal.
In those days, when posts were rare and letters difficult to get
or to send, an absence of many weeks always meant the possibility
of finding bad news at home on the return from a journey.
‘Heaven send they bring me no ill tidings!’ Judge Fell said to
himself as he cantered anxiously forward. Before long, it was
possible to make out that the moving specks were a little company
of horsemen galloping towards them over the sands. A few minutes
later the Judge was surrounded by a group of breathless riders
and panting horses, with bits and bridles flecked with foam.
The Judge’s fears increased as he recognised all his most
important neighbours. Their excited faces also struck him with
dread. ‘You bring me bad news?’ he had called out, as soon as
the cavalcade came within earshot. At the answering shout, ‘Aye,

24. ‘The sands are left uncovered at low water to a great extent; and travellers between Lancaster and Furness had formerly to cross 
from Hest Bank to Ulverston by the route brogged out by the guides; the brogs being branches of trees stuck in the sand to mark 
where the treacherous way was safest; a dreary distance of about 14 miles.’—Richardson, FURNESS, i. 14.
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the worst,’ his heart had sunk like lead. And now here he was
actually in their midst, and not one of them could speak. ‘Out
with it, friends,’ he commanded, ‘let me know the worst. To whom
hath evil happened? To my wife? My son? My daughters?’
But even he was hardly prepared for the answer, low-breathed and
muttering like a roll of thunder: ‘To all.’
‘To all!’ cried the agonised father. ‘Impossible! They cannot
all be dead!’ Again came the ominous rejoinder, ‘Worse, far
worse,’ and then, in a shout from half-a-dozen throats at once,
‘Far, far worse. They are all bewitched!’ Bewitched! that was
indeed a word of ill-omen in those days, a word at which no man,
be his position ever so exalted, could afford to smile. Ever
since the days of the first Parliament of the first Stuart king,
the penalties for the sin of witchcraft had been made
increasingly severe. Although the country was now settling down
into an uneasy peace, after the turmoil of the Civil Wars, still
its witch hunts were even yet too recent a memory for a devoted
husband and father to hear the fatal accusation breathed against
his family without dismay. Not all a woman’s youth and beauty
might always save her, if the hunt were keen. The Judge’s lips
were tightly pressed together, but his unmoved countenance
showed little of his inward alarm as he gazed on the faces round
him. His courteous neighbours, who had ridden in such haste with
the ‘ill news’ that ‘travels fast,’ which of them all should
enlighten him? His neighbour Captain Sands? a jovial good-
humoured man truly;—no, not he, he could not enter into a husband
and father’s deep anxiety, seeing that he was ever of a mocking
disposition inwardly for all that he looked sober and scared
enough now. His brother Justice, John Sawrey? Instinctively
Judge Fell recoiled from the thought. Sawrey’s countenance might
be sober enough in good sooth, seeing he was a leader among
professing Puritans, but somehow Judge Fell had always
mistrusted the pompous little man. Even bad news would be
worsened if he had to hear it from those lips. Therefore it was
with considerable relief that the good Judge caught sight of a
well-known figure riding up more slowly than the others, and now
hovering on the outskirts of the group. ‘The very man! My
honoured neighbour Priest Lampitt! You, the Priest of Ulverston,
will surely tell me what has befallen the members of my
household, who are likewise members of your flock?’
But the Priest’s face was even gloomier than that of the other
gentlemen. In the fewest possible words, but with stinging
emphasis, he told the Judge that the news was indeed too true;
his wife and young family, yea, and even the household servants
had, one and all, been bewitched.
At this the Judge thought his wisest course was to laugh. ‘Nay,
nay, good friends,’ he said, ‘that is too much! I know my wife.
I trust her good sense utterly. Still it is possible for even
the wisest of women to lose her judgment at times. But as for
my trusty steward Thomas Salthouse, the steadiest man I have
ever had in my employ, if even old Nick himself has managed to
bewitch him, he must be a cleverer devil than I thought.’
Then drawing himself up proudly he added, ‘So now, Gentlemen, I
will thank you to submit to me your evidence for these incredible
and baseless allegations.’ Priest Lampitt hastened to explain.
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He spoke with due respect of Mistress Fell, his ‘honoured
neighbour,’ as he called her. ‘’Tis her well-known kindness of
heart that hath led her astray. She hath warmed a snake in her
bosom, a wandering Quaker Preacher, who hath beguiled and
corrupted both herself and her household.’
‘A wandering, Ranting Quaker entertained in my house, during my
absence!’ Judge Fell had an even temper, but the rising flush
on his forehead betokened the effort with which he kept his anger
under control. ‘I thank ye, gentles, for your news. My wife and
I have ever right gladly given food and lodging to all true
servants of the Lord, but I will not have any Quakers or Ranters
creeping into my house during my absence and nesting there, to
set abroad such tales as ye have hastened to spread before me
this day. Even the wisest woman is but a woman still, and the
sooner I reach home the better.’ So saying he raised his hat,
and set spurs to his horse. But little Mr. Justice Sawrey, edging
out of the group officiously, set spurs to his own horse and
trotted after him. Laying a restraining hand on his fellow
Justice’s bridle, ‘One moment more!’ he entreated. ‘’Tis best
you should know all ere you return. Not only at Swarthmoor, at
Ulverston church also, hath this pestilential fellow caused a
disturbance. It was on the Saturday that he arrived at
Swarthmoor Hall, and violently brawled with our good Friend
Lampitt during Mistress Fell’s absence from home.’
A shade of relief crossed the Judge’s face, ‘My wife absent! I
might have sworn to it. The maidens are too young to have sober
judgment.’ ‘Nay, but listen,’ continued Sawrey, ‘the day after
he came to the Hall was not only the Sabbath but also a day of
public humiliation. Our good Priest Lampitt, seeing Mistress
Fell surrounded by her family in the pew at church, trusted, as
did we all, that she had sent the fellow packing speedily about
his business. Alack! no such thing, he was but prowling outside.
No sooner did the congregation sing a hymn than in he came, and
boldly standing on a form, asked leave to speak. Our worthy
Priest, the soul of courtesy, consented. Then, oh! the tedious
discourse that fell on our ears, how that the hymn we had sung
was entirely unsuited to our condition, with much talk of Moses
and of John, and I know not what besides, ending up in no less
a place than the Paradise of God! Naturally, none of us, gentles,
paid much attention. I crossed my legs and tried to sleep until
the wearisome business should be ended. When, to my dismay, I
was aroused by our honoured neighbour Mistress Fell standing
upright on the seat of her pew, shrieking with a loud voice: “We
are all thieves, we are all thieves!” This was after the Ranter
had finished. While he was yet speaking, she continued to gaze
on him, so says my wife, as if she were drinking in every word.
But afterwards, having loosed this exclamation about thieves
(and she a Justice’s wife, forsooth!) she sat down in her pew
once more and began to weep bitterly.’
‘Yes,’ interrupted Lampitt, who had also come alongside by this
time, ‘and he continued to pour forth foul speeches, how that
God was come to teach His people by His own spirit, and to bring
them off from all their old ways and religions and churches and
worships, for that they were all out of the life and spirit,
that they was in that gave them forth.... And so on, until our
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good friend here,’ indicating Sawrey, ‘being a Justice of the
Peace, called out to the churchwardens, “Take him away, take the
fellow away.” Whereat Mistress Fell must needs rise up again and
say to the officers, “Why may he not speak as well as any other?
Let him alone!” And I, willing to humour her——’
‘Yes, more fool you,’ interrupted Sawrey rudely, ‘you must needs
echo her, and cry, “Let him alone!” else had I safely and
securely clapped him into the stocks.’
Judge Fell, who had listened with obviously growing impatience,
now broke away from his vociferous companions. Crying once more,
‘I thank you, Sirs, for your well-meant courtesy, but now I pray
you to excuse me and allow me to hasten to my home,’ he broke
away from the restraining hands laid upon his bridle and
galloped over the sands. His attendants, who had been waiting
at a little distance just out of earshot, eagerly joined him,
and the three figures gradually grew smaller and then
disappeared into the distance.
The other group of riders departed on their different ways
homewards, well satisfied with their day’s work. Not without a
parting shot from fat Captain Sands as they separated. Raising
his whip he said mockingly as he pointed at the Judge’s figure
riding away in urgent haste: ‘Let us hope he may not find the
Fox too Foxy when he expels him from his earth!’
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HISTORICAL NOTES

‘BEWITCHED!’
Historical. See Sewel’s HISTORY, i. 106. George Fox’s JOURNAL, i.
51. ‘TESTIMONY OF MARGARET FOX’ (Ellwood Edition of above, p. xliv).
‘MARGARET FOX OF SWARTHMOOR HALL,’ p. 15. Also ‘ENGLAND UNDER THE
STUARTS,’ by G.M. Trevelyan (for Witchcraft).
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Winifred Holman was accused of witchcraft in Cambridge, Massachusetts. A complaint was made and some 
formal step such as petition or deposition was taken toward her prosecution. There was an indictment or 
presentment in which the accused appeared before the courts preliminary to trial. She had been in court on 
similar charges before. She filed a countercharge of slander. A female of the Holmes family was accused of 
witchcraft in Scituate, Massachusetts and filed a countercharge of slander. Katherine Palmer was accused of 
witchcraft in Wethersfield, Connecticut. A complaint was made and some formal step such as petition or 
deposition was taken toward her prosecution. 

In a later timeframe, the Reverend William Hubbard would have his own imitable comments on this “lustre of 
years” in the history of New England.

CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE

Chapter LXIII. The general affairs of New England, from 1656 to 1661.

Chapter LXIV. Ecclesiastical affairs in New England, from the year 1656 to the 
year 1661.

Chapter LXV. The Plantation of New England troubled with the Quakers; Laws 
made against them by the General Court of the Massachusetts, 
within the space of this lustre, from 1655 to 1660.

1660
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Nicholas Jennings and Margaret Jennings were tried on a charge of witchcraft in Saybrook, Connecticut but 
in this case it was the jury rather than the defendants that hung. Some of the jurors believed both husband and 
wife to be guilty, and the rest agreed that they were probably guilty but were not sure enough.

1661

Major American Witchcraft Cases
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1688 Annie “Goody” Glover
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Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
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Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba
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Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins
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1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 
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Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 
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October 28, Monday (Old Style): In Norfolk, England, the elderly widow Amy Denny was taken into custody by the 
constabulary. What had happened was that when a well-off merchant, Samuel Pacy, had refused to purchase 
herring from her, while she was departing she had been overheard to mutter something unintelligible — and 
then the merchant’s young daughter Deborah had been seized by the “most violent fits, feeling most extream 
pain in her Stomach, like the pricking of Pins, and Shreeking out in a most dreadful manner like unto a Whelp, 
and not like unto a sensible Creature.” It was already known in the household that this daughter had some 
medical or mental problem as she had already been “suddenly taken with a Lameness in her Leggs, so that she 
could not stand”; however, during this particular fit she cried out the name of this fishwife. On that basis, when 
a local physician was unable to alleviate the child’s suffering, the father filed a complaint. Of witchcraft.

October 30, Wednesday (Old Style): A heretofore unperturbed daughter of the merchant Samuel Pacy of Norfolk, 
England, age 11, began to exhibit symptoms similar to those of her young sister Deborah. The two girls began 
a long series of attention-getting maneuvers such as the coughing up of pins, and reported visions of mice and 
flies (creatures who were often the “familiars” of witches). The girls reported dreams “that Amy Duny and 
Rose Cullender would appear before them holding their Fists at them, threatning, That if they related either 
what they saw or heard, that they would Torment them Ten times more than eve they did before.”
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James Walkley was accused of witchcraft in Hartford, Connecticut but managed to escape into Rhode Island.

John Godfrey, who had been accused before, was tried on a charge of witchcraft in Haverhill, Massachusetts, 
was acquitted, and filed a countercharge of slander. William Ayres and his wife Goody Ayres were arraigned 
for witchcraft in Hartford but during the proceedings managed to flee from the Connecticut colony. (Perhaps 
they also escaped into Rhode Island?) 

1662
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June 13, Friday (Old Style): Andrew Sanford and his wife Mary were accused of witchcraft in Hartford, Connecticut. 
Andrew Sanford was not indicted, but Mary Sanford would be indicted, convicted, and hanged. 
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October 13, Monday (Old Style): Rebecca Greensmith had in her confession said, among other things, that Judith 
Varlet or Varlett or Varleth had confided in her about being “much troubled wth ye Marshall Jonath: Gilbert.” 
According to Rebecca Greensmith’s account, Judith had said that “if it lay in her power she would doe him a 
mischief, or what hurt shee could.” Judith was therefore brought before the court in Hartford, Connecticut on 
a charge of witchcraft. We know of nothing further except that she was released. It certainly could not have 
hurt her that her brother-in-law was Peter Stuyvesant, “Captain General and Commander-in-Chief of 
Amsterdam In New Netherland, now called New York, and the Dutch West India Islands” and that on this date 
he was willing to write a letter on her behalf.

To the Honorable Deputy Governour & Court of “Magistracy
att Harafort. (Oct. 1662)
Honoured and Worthy Srs. — 
By this occasion of me Brother in Lawe (beinge
necessitated to make a Second Voyage for ayde his
distressed sister Judith Varleth jmprisoned as we are
jmformed, uppon pretend accusation of wicherye we Realy
Beleeve and out her wel known education Life
Conversation & profession of faith, wee dear assure that
shee is jnnocent of Such a horrible Crimen, & wherefor
j doubt not hee will now, as formerly finde jour
dhonnours favour and ayde for the jnnocent).

December 30, Tuesday (Old Style): At a court held at Hartford, Connecticut Nathaniel Greensmith and his wife 
Rebecca, “a lewd, ignorant and considerably aged woman,” were separately indicted on the same formal 
charge of witchcraft.

Nathaniel Greensmith thou art here indicted by the name of
Nathaniel Greensmith for not having the fear of God before thine
eyes, thou hast entertained familiarity with Satan, the grand
enemy of God and mankind — and by his help hast acted things in
a preternatural way beyond human abilities in a natural course
for which according to the law of God and the established law
of this commonwealth thou deservest to die.

The Greensmiths had a little farm of about 20 acres south of the little river of Hartford, Connecticut with a 
house and barn, not to mention other holdings “neer Podunk,” and “on ye highway leading to Farmington.” 
Yes, Nathaniel was a man of property, but he was not a man of character, for the records indicate that he had 
stolen a hoe and a bushel and a half of wheat, had committed battery, and had tried to lie to the court. While 
the wife was in prison awaiting trial, she would be visited by the Reverends Haynes and Whiting and asked 
about the charges made against her by her next-door neighbor, Ann Cole, and would confess to them that the 
charges were true. This was in effect a confession that she was a witch.

She forthwith and freely confessed those things to be true, that
she (and other persons named in the discourse) had familiarity
with the devil. Being asked whether she had made an express
covenant with him, she answered she had not, only as she promised
to go with him when he called (which she had accordingly done
several times). But that the devil told her that at Christmas
they would have a merry meeting, and then the covenant should
be drawn and subscribed. Thereupon the fore-mentioned Mr. Stone
(being then in court) with much weight and earnestness laid
forth the exceeding heinousness and hazard of that dreadful sin;
and therewith solemnly took notice (upon the occasion given) of
the devil’s loving Christmas.
A person at the same time present being desired the next day
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more particularly to enquire of her about her guilt, it was
accordingly done, to whom she acknowledged that though when Mr.
Haynes began to read she could have torn him in pieces, and was
so much resolved as might be to deny her guilt (as she had done
before) yet after he had read awhile, she was as if her flesh
had been pulled from her bones, (such was her expression,) and
so could not deny any longer. She also declared that the devil
first appeared to her in the form of a deer or fawn, skipping
about her, wherewith she was not much affrighted but by degrees
he contrived talk with her; and that their meetings were
frequently at such a place, (near her own house;) that some of
the company came in one shape and some in another, and one in
particular in the shape of a crow came flying to them. Amongst
other things she owned that the devil had frequent use of her
body.

She also indicated to the two visiting ministers, out of “love to her husband’s soul,” that her husband had also 
been involved in these dealings up to his eyeballs. Both of them would therefore be hanged.

The hangings would be somewhat delayed and in fact would prove to be the last hangings for witchcraft in 
Connecticut.

Rebecca Greenswith testifieth in Court Janry 8. 62.
1. That my husband on Friday night last when I came to prison
told me that now thou hast confest against thyself let me alone
and say nothing of me and I wilbe good unto thy children.
I doe now testifie that formerly when my husband hathe told me
of his great travaile and labour I wondered at it how he did it
this he did before I was married and when I was married I asked
him how he did it and he answered me he had help yt I knew not of.
3. About three years agoe as I think it; my husband and I were
in ye wood several miles from home and were looking for a sow
yt we lost and I saw a creature a red creature following my
husband and when I came to him I asked him what it was that was
with him and he told me it was a fox.
4. Another time when he and I drove or hogs into ye woods beyond
ye pound yt was to keep yong cattle severall miles of I went
before ye hogs to call them and looking back I saw two creatures
like dogs one a little blacker then ye other, they came after
my husband pretty close to him and one did seem to me to touch
him I asked him wt they were he told me he thought foxes I was
stil afraid when I saw anything because I heard soe much of him
before I married him.
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5. I have seen logs that my husband hath brought home in his
cart that I wondered at it that he could get them into ye cart
being a man of little body and weake to my apprhension and ye
logs were such that I thought two men such as he could not have
done it.
I speak all this out of love to my husbands soule and it is much
against my will that I am now necessitate to speake agaynst my
husband, I desire that ye Lord would open his heart to owne and
speak ye trueth.
I also testify that I being in ye wood at a meeting there was
wth me Goody Seager Goodwife Sanford & Goodwife Ayres; and at
another time there was a meeting under a tree in ye green by or
house & there was there James Walkely, Peter Grants wife
Goodwife Aires & Henry Palmers wife of Wethersfield, & Goody
Seager, & there we danced, & had a bottle of sack: it was in ye
night & something like a catt cald me out to ye meeting & I was
in Mr. Varlets orcherd wth Mrs. Judeth Varlett & shee tould me
that shee was much troubled wth ye Marshall Jonath: Gilbert &
cried, & she sayd if it lay in her power she would doe him a
mischief, or what hurt shee could.

Late in 1662 or early in 1663, Friend Elizabeth Hooton, who had been tortured in 1661 under the previous Cart 
and Whip Law and who had then audaciously sailed to England and obtained an audience with King Charles 
II, and who had succeeded in persuading the king to sign for her a letter about her rights, arrived back in Boston 
harbor, accompanied by her adult daughter. Authorities of the Massachusetts Bay Colony tied her behind a 
cart, stripped to the waist, and whipped her to the border of the colony. She returned, and was subjected to the 
lash, an incredible total of eight times, and a total of four times she was abandoned in “the wilderness, to be 
devoured, where were bears and wolves, besides wild Indians,” but this 60-year-old Friend would not desist.
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January: Elizabeth Seager was indicted for witchcraft in Hartford, Connecticut.

At various times this woman had been indicted for blasphemy and for adultery, and she had been convicted of 
adultery. In June 1665 she would be found guilty of witchcraft, but then the Court of Assistants would discover 
that the jury’s verdict had not legally answered to the indictment, and that they therefore had to set her “free 

1663
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from further suffering or imprisonment.”

Daniell Gabbett and Margaret Garrett — The mess of
parsnips — Hains’ “hodg podg” — Satan’s interference

“The testimony of Daniell Garrett senior and the testimony of
Margarett Garrett. Goodwife Gaarrett saith that goodwife Seager
said there was a day kept at Mr. Willis in reference to An Coale;
and she further said she was in great trouble euen in agony of
spirit, the ground as follows that she sent her owne daughtr
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Eliza Seager to goodwife Hosmer to carry her a mess a parsnips.
Goodwife Hosmer was not home. She was at Mr. Willis at the fast.
Goodm Hosmer and his son was at home. Goodm Hosmer bid the child
carry the parsnips home againe he would not receiue them and if
her mother desired a reason, bid her send her father and he would
tell him the reason. Goodwife Seager upon the return of the
parsnips was much troubled and sent for her husband and sent him
up to Goodm Hosmer to know the reason why he would not reciue
the parsnips, and he told goodman Seager it was because An Coale
at the fast at Mr. Willis cryed out against his wife as being a
witch and he would not receiue the parsnips least he should be
brought in hereaftr as a testimony against his wife. Then
goodwif Seager sd that Mr. Hains had writt a great deal of hodg
podg that An Coale had sd that she was under suspicion for a
witch, and then she went to prayer, and did adventure to bid
Satan go and tell them she was no witch. This deponent after she
had a little paused said, who did you say, then goodw Seger sd
againe she had sent Satan to tell them she was no witch. This
deponent asked her why she made use of Satan to tell them, why
she did not besech God to tell them she was no witch. She
answered because Satan knew she was no witch. Goodman Garrett
testifies that before him and his wife, Goodwife Seager said
that she sent Satan to tell them she was no witch.”

ROBERT STERNE, STEPHEN HART, JOSIAH WILLARD AND DANIEL
PRATT — Four women — Two black creatures — A kettle and
a dance — ”That place in the Acts about the 7 sons”

“Robert Sterne testifieth as followeth.

“I saw this woman goodwife Seager in ye woods wth three more
women and with them I saw two black creaures like two Indians
but taller. I saw likewise a kettle there over a fire. I saw the
women dance round these black creatures and whiles I looked upon
them one of the women G: Greensmith said looke who is yonder and
then they ran away up the hill. I stood still and ye black things
came towards mee and then I turned to come away. He further saith
I knew the psons by their habits or clothes haueing observed
such clothes on them not long before.”

“Wee underwritten do testifie, that goodwife Seager said, (upon
the relateing of goodwife Garrett testimony, in reference to
Seager sending Satan,) that the reason why she sent Satan, was
because he knew she was no witch, we say Seager said Dame you
can remember part of what I said, but you do not speak of the
whole you say nothing of what I brought to prove that Satan knew
that I was no witch. I brought that place in the Acts, about the
7 sons that spake to the euill spirits in the name of Jesus whom
Paul preacheth I have forgot there names.

“STEPHEN HART

“JOSIAH WlLLARD

“DANIEL PRATT.”

MRS. MIGAT — A warm greeting, “how doe yow” — ”god was
naught” — ”Hell need not be feared, for she should not
burn in ye fire” — The ghost “stracke”
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“Mrs. Migat sayth she went out to give her calues meat, about
fiue weekes since, & goodwif Segr came to her and shaked her by
ye arme, & sd she how doe yow, how doe yow, Mrs. Migatt.

“2d Mrs. Migatt alsoe saith: a second time goodwife Segr came
her towerds ye little riuer, a litle below ye house wch she now
dweleth in, and told her, that god was naught, god was naught,
it was uery good to be a witch and desired her to be one, she
should not ned fare going to hell, for she should not burne in
ye fire Mrs. Migat said to her at this time that she did not
loue her; she was very naught, and goodwif Segr shaked her by
ye hands and bid her farwell, and desired her, not to tell any
body what shee had said unto her.

“3d Time. Mrs. Migat affirmeth yt goodwife Segr came to her at
ye hedge corner belonging to their house lot, and their spake
to her but what she could not tell, wch caused Mrs. Migatt (as
she sayth) to (turn) away wth great feare.

“Mrs. Migat sayth a little before ye floud this spring, goodwife
Segr came into thaire house, on a mone shining night, and took
her by ye hand and stracke her on ye face as she was in beed wth
her husband, whome she could wake, and then goodwife Segr went
away, and Mrs. Migat went to ye dore but darst not looke out
after her.

“These pticulers Mrs. Migat charged goodwife Segr wth being face
to face, at Mr. Migats now dwelling house.”

“John Talcott.”

STAGGERINGS OF THE JURY — ”SHUFFING” — ”GRINDING TEETH” —
SEAGER’S DENIALS — CONTRADICTIONS — ACQUITTAL

“Janur 16 1662

“The causes why half the jury ore more did in their vote cast
gooddy Seger (and the rest of the jury were deeply suspitious,
and were at a great loss and staggeringe whereby they were
sometimes likely to com up in their judgments to the rest,
whereby she was allmost gone and cast as the foreman expressed
to her at giuing in of the verdict) are these

“First it did apeare by legall euidence that she had intimat
familliarity with such as had been wiches, viz goody Sanford and
goody Ayrs. 2ly this she did in open court stoutly denie saing
the witnesses were preiudiced persons, and that she had now more
intimacy then they themselves, and when the witneses questioned
with her about frequent being there she said she went to lerne
to knitt; this also she stoutly denied, and said of the witneses
they belie me, then when Mr. John Allen sd did she not teach you
to knitt, she answered sturdily and sayd, I do not know that I
am bound to tell you & at another time being pressed to answ she
sayd, nay I will hould what I have if I must die, yet after this
she confessed that she had so much intimacy with one of ym as
that they did change woorke one with another. 3ly she having sd
that she did hate goody Aiers it did appear that she bore her
great yea more than ordinarily good will as apeared by releeuing
her in her truble, and was couert way, and was trubled that is
was discouered; likewise when goody Aiers said in court, this
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will take away my liffe, goody Seger shuffed her with her hand
& sd hould your tongue wt grinding teeth Mr. John Allen being
one wittnes hearto when he had spoken, she sd they seek my
innocent blood; the magistrats replied, who she sd euery body.
4ly being spoken to about triall by swiming, she sagd the diuill
that caused me to com heare can keep me up.

“About the buisnes of fliing the most part thought it was not
legally proued.

“Lastly the woman and Robert Stern being boath upon oath their
wittnes was judged legall testimony ore evidence only som in the
jury because Sternes first words upon his oath were, I saw these
women and as I take it goody Seger was there though after that
he sayd, I saw her there, I knew her well I know God will require
her blood at my hands if I should testifie falsly. Allso bec he
sd he saw her kittle, there being at so great a distance, they
doubted that these things did not only weaken & blemish his
testimony, but also in a great measure disable it for standing
to take away liffe.”

“WALT. FYLER.”

Early in the year: A female of the family name Evans was (again?) accused of witchcraft in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. We know that a complaint was made and some formal step such as petition or deposition was taken 
towards prosecution, but we know nothing further. John Blackleach and Elizabeth Blackleach were accused 
of witchcraft in Wethersfield, Connecticut. A complaint was made and some formal step such as petition or 
deposition was taken towards prosecution. We know nothing further. While James Wakeley was in the process 
of being tried for witchcraft in Hartford, he escaped. 

January 6, Saturday (1662, Old Style): Mary Barnes of Farmington, Connecticut was tried in Hartford for witchcraft.
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January 25, Thursday (1662, Old Style): After the hanging of Nathaniel Greensmith and Rebecca Greensmith as 
witches on “Gallows Hill” on the bluff a little north of where Trinity College now stands, the inventory of their 
property was filed in the Hartford, Connecticut probate office. The estate, which included among other things 
a couple of bibles and a sword, a resthead and a drachm cup, was valued at £137. l4s. 1d.

Meanwhile, on this day in Concord, Massachusetts,

The selectmen were desired to consider the expediency of
obtaining “a new booke to record them and all other land that
men now doe hold;” and “the thing tending to peace and prevention
of strife,” they desired “the help herein” of their “Reverend
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pastor Mr. Edward Bulkeley, Thomas Brooks and liff. Joseph
Wheeler, which company sett about it the 25th of January 1663,
and at the end of the day, concluded to call a meeting on the
29th of the aforesaid month, to come to a conclusion about
transcribing every man’s land in a new booke so that it might
be for the comfort and peace of ourselves, and posterity after
us.”25

February 20, Friday (1662, Old Style): These were the magistrates at a session entitled “A particular courte in Hartford 
upon the tryall of John Carrington [of Wethersfield] and his wife [Joan Carrington]”: Edw. Hopkins Esqr., 
Gournor John Haynes Esqr. Deputy, Mr. Wells, Mr. Woolcott, Mr. Webster, Mr. Cullick, Mr. Clarke. “This 
court had jurisdiction over misdemeanors, and was aided by a jury,” Mr. Phelps, John White, John More, Mr. 
Tailecoat, Will Leawis, Edw. Griswold, Mr. Hollister, Sam. Smith, Steph. Harte, Daniel Milton, John Pratt, and 
Theo. Judd. This jury brought in a verdict of guilty.

William Jones, a deputy governor of Connecticut colony and a member of the court at some of these witch 
trials, had his own handwritten set of rules:

Grounds for Examination of a Witch
1. Notorious defamacon by ye common report of the people a ground
of suspicion.

2. Second ground for strict examinacon is if a fellow witch gave
testimony on his examinacon or death yt such a pson is a witch,
but this is not sufficient for conviccon or condemnacon.

3. If after cursing, there follow death or at least mischiefe
to ye party.

4. If after quarrelling or threatening a prsent mischiefe doth
follow for ptye’s devilishly disposed after cursing doe use
threatnings, & yt alsoe is a grt prsumcon agt y.

5. If ye pty suspected be ye son or daughter, the serv’t or
familiar friend, neer neighbors or old companion of a knowne or
convicted witch this alsoe is a prsumcon, for witchcraft is an
art yt may be larned & covayd from man to man & oft it falleth
out yt a witch dying leaveth som of ye aforesd heires of her
witchcraft.

6. If ye pty suspected have ye devills mark for t’is thought wn
ye devill maketh his covent with y he alwayess leaves his mark
behind him to know y for his owne yt is, if noe evident reason
in can be given for such mark.

7. Lastly if ye pty examined be unconstant & contrary to himselfe
in his answers.
Thus much for examinacon wch usually is by Q. & some tymes by
torture upon strong & grt presumcon.
For conviccon it must be grounded on just and sufficient
proofes. The proofes for conviccon of 2 sorts, 1, Some be less
sufficient, some more sufficient.

25. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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Less sufficient used in formr ages by red hot iron and scalding
water. ye pty to put in his hand in one or take up ye othr, if
not hurt ye pty cleered, if hurt convicted for a witch, but this
was utterly condemned. In som countryes anothr proofe justified
by some of ye learned by casting ye pty bound into water, if she
sanck counted inocent, if she sunk not yn guilty, but all those
tryalls the author counts supstitious and unwarrantable and
worse. Although casting into ye water is by some justified for
ye witch having made a ct wth ye devill she hath renounced her
baptm & hence ye antipathy between her & water, but this he makes
nothing off. Anothr insufficient testimoy of a witch is ye
testimony of a wizard, who prtends to show ye face of ye witch
to ye party afflicted in a glass, but this he counts diabolicall
& dangerous, ye devill may reprsent a pson inocent. Nay if after
curses & threats mischiefe follow or if a sick pson like to dy
take it on his death such a one has bewitched him, there are
strong grounds of suspicon for strict examinacon but not
sufficient for conviccon.
But ye truer proofes sufficient for conviccon are ye voluntary
confession of ye pty suspected adjudged sufficient proofe by
both divines & lawyers. Or 2 the testimony of 2 witnesses of
good and honest report avouching things in theire knowledge
before ye magistrat 1 wither yt ye party accused hath made a
league wth ye devill or 2d or hath ben some knowne practices of
witchcraft. Argumts to prove either must be as 1 if they can pve
ye pty hath invocated ye devill for his help this pt of yt ye
devill binds withes to.
Or 2 if ye pty hath entertained a familiar spt in any forme mouse
cat or othr visible creature.
Or 3 if they affirm upon oath ye pty hath done any accon or work
wch inferreth a ct wth ye devill, as to shew ye face of a man
in a glass, or used inchantmts or such feates, divineing of
things to come, raising tempests, or causing ye forme of a dead
man to appeare or ye like it sufficiently pves a witch.
But altho those are difficult things to prove yet yr are wayes
to come to ye knowledg of y, for tis usuall wth Satan to pmise
anything till ye league be ratified, & then he nothing ye
discovery of y, for wtever witches intend the devill intends
nothing but theire utter confusion, therefore in ye just judgmt
of God it soe oft falls out yt some witches shall by confession
discour ys, or by true testimonies be convicted.
And ye reasons why ye devill would discover y is 1 his malice
towards all men 2 his insatiable desire to have ye witches not
sure enough of y till yn.
And ye authors warne jurors, &c not to condemne suspected psons
on bare prsumtions wthout good & sufficient proofes.
But if convicted of yt horrid crime to be put to death, for God
hath said thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.
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June 25, Thursday (Old Style): The first movement toward a purchase of the province of Maine by Massachusetts was 
in a letter written by Daniel Gookin to Ferdinando Gorges (printed in the NEW ENGLAND HISTORICAL AND 
GENEALOGICAL REGISTER).

Mary Barnes of Farmington, Connecticut, found guilty of witchcraft, was likely hanged in Hartford on this day. 
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July: Elizabeth Seager was tried on a charge of witchcraft in Hartford, Connecticut. Despite having been in court on 
similar charges before, she was acquitted.
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Mary Hall was brought before a court and accused of witchcraft in Setauket, New York (we have no record of 
the disposition of the case).

1664
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March 10, Thursday (1663, Old Style): Rose Cullender and Amy Denny or Deny or Duny, elderly widows accused of 
witchcraft, were placed on trial at the assizes for the county of Suffolk in Bury St. Edmunds in England.

Amy Denny or Deny or Duny was a local fishmonger. Rose Cullender was similarly a local widow of 
advanced age, who like Denny had a pre-existing reputation as a witch. By the time these two crones were put 
on trial for their lives, three additional teenage girls were rocking the same symptoms as the two daughters of 
the prosperous merchant Samuel Pacy. When they were brought before the court, they obligingly “fell into 
strange and violent fits, screeking out in a most sad manner, so that they could not in any wise give any 
Instructions in the Court who were the Cause of their Distemper.” A woman came forward to depose that Amy 
Denny had a few years earlier bewitched both of her children, killing one. She related how she had caught a 
toad lurking around her ailing child and thrown it into the fire, whereupon the following day Denny was 
covered with burns (she didn’t inform the court of why she had never before mentioned any of this — for 
instance that Amy Denny had caused the death of one of her children by means of witchcraft).

During this trial the judge, Sir Matthew Hale,26 inquired of Dr. Thomas Browne whether he believed in the 
reality of witchcraft. The scientist responded that witchcraft was a reality, and that “the Devil” could 
exacerbate otherwise natural illnesses arising from an imbalance of the four humours.

stir up and excite such humors, super-abounding in [human]
Bodies to a great excess, whereby he did in an extraordinary
manner afflict them with such distempers as their bodies were
most subject to, as particularly appeared in these children; for
he conceived, that these swooning fits were natural, and nothing
else but that they call the Mother, but only heightened to a

26. This jurist had just tried the regicides of King Charles I, and later was to be made Chief Justice of the King’s Bench.
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great excess by the subtlety of the devil, cooperating with the
malice of these which we term witches, at whose instance he doth
these villanies.

The court tested the reactions of Samuel Pacy’s daughters to Amy Denny in various ways. As the girls sat near-
comatose in the courtroom with fists clenched, various people attempted without any success to pry open their 
stubborn hands, but when the court instructed Amy Denny to touch them, their hands flew open. At one point 
Elizabeth Pacy broke out of her torpor to scratch and claw at the witch.

The court essayed another test. It had Elizabeth Deny blindfolded and then touched both by Amy Denny and 
a local woman who was above reproach. The girl was unable to identify which touch was by the witch, and 
nevertheless the jury would find itself unable to credit that these girls “should counterfeit such Distempers, 
being accompanied with such various Circumstances, much less Children; and for so long time,” and found 
that the accused were indeed guilty of witchcraft. Within an hour of the handing down of this verdict all six of 
the children had been freed of their symptoms, and despite this neither of the condemned women would 
respond to any of the many pleas made to them that they confess their sin before their execution in order to set 
their souls right with God.

March 17, Thursday (1663, Old Style): Rose Cullender and Amy Denny or Deny or Duny, elderly widows convicted 
of having bewitched various neighborhood children at the assizes for the county of Suffolk in Bury St. 
Edmunds in England, were hung. Eventually, in Salem in New England, witch-trial judges would consider this 
case in the course of deciding that they would admit so-called “spectral evidence” from possessed children. 
Eventually the Reverend Cotton Mather (who at this point was but a rugrat) would celebrate this Cullender/
Denny trial by devoting to it an entire chapter, “A Modern Instance of Witches, Discovered and Condemned 
in a Tryal, before that Celebrated Judg, Sir Matthew Hale”:

It may cast some Light upon the Dark things now in America, if
we just give a glance upon the like things lately happening in
Europe. We may see the Witchcrafts here most exactly resemble
the Witchcrafts there; and we may learn what sort of Devils do
trouble the World.
The Venerable Baxter very truly says, [“]Judge Hale was a
Person, than whom no man was more Backward to condemn a Witch,
without full Evidence.[“]
Now, one of his latest Printed Accounts about a Tryal of Witches,
is of what was before him … it was a Tryal, much considered by
the Judges of New-England.
… [Mather spends several pages outlining the investigation and
trial] …
The next Morning, the Children with their Parents, came to the
Lodgings of the Lord Chief Justice [i.e., Hale, although he was
not Chief Justice in 1662], and were in as good health as ever
in their Lives; being restored within half an Hour after the
Witches were Convicted.
The Witches were Executed, and Confessed nothing; which indeed
will not be wondered by them, who Consider and Entertain the
Judgment of a Judicious Writer, That the Unpardonable Sin, is
most usually Committed by Professors of the Christian Religion,
falling into Witchcraft.
We will now proceed unto several of the like Trials among our
selves.
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John Godfrey again was accused of witchcraft in Haverhill, Massachusetts. A complaint was made and some 
formal step such as petition or deposition was taken toward his prosecution. There was an indictment or 
presentment in which he appeared before the court preliminary to trial. There was a formal trial. Despite 
having been in court on similar charges before, he was acquitted.

James Wakeley was again accused of witchcraft in Hartford, Connecticut. A complaint was made and some 
formal step such as petition or deposition was taken toward his prosecution. There was an indictment or 
presentment in which he appeared before the court preliminary to trial. He then escaped.

Mary Hall was again accused of witchcraft in Setauket, New York. This time the complaint included her 
husband Ralph Hall. Some formal step such as petition or deposition was taken toward their prosecution. 
There was an indictment or presentment in which they appeared before the court preliminary to trial. There 
was a formal trial. Despite Mary’s having been in court on similar charges before, they were acquitted.

A woman with the family name of Gleason was accused of witchcraft in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
A complaint was made and some formal step such as petition or deposition was taken toward her prosecution. 
There was an indictment or presentment in which she appeared before the court preliminary to trial. That’s all, 
we have no further information.

1665
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June: Elizabeth Seager had in 1663 been indicted for witchcraft in Hartford, Connecticut.

At this point a jury found found her guilty. However, the Court of Assistants would discover that the jury’s 
verdict had not legally answered to the indictment, and eventually, in 1666, they therefore would be forced to 
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set her “free from further suffering or imprisonment.”
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The General Court of Connecticut ordered that:

Whatever testimonies are improved in any court of justice in
this corporation in any action or case to be tried, shall be
presented in writing, and so kept by the secretary or clerk of
the said court on file.

1666
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(This requirement would generate virtually the only record we now have preserved, of the numerous witch 
trials that would take place in the Connecticut colony.)
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When Jane James was again accused of witchcraft in Marblehead, Massachusetts, she filed a countercharge of 
slander. When Edith Crawford was accused of witchcraft in Salem, Massachusetts, she filed a countercharge 
of slander. When Hannah Griswold was accused of witchcraft in Saybrook, Connecticut, she filed a 
countercharge of slander. A complaint of witchcraft was made against William Graves in Stamford, 
Connecticut, and some formal step such as petition or deposition, possibly indictment, was taken towards 
prosecution. We know nothing further.

1667
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Thomas Wells was accused of witchcraft in Ipswich, Massachusetts. A complaint was made and some formal 
step such as petition or deposition was taken toward his prosecution. Jane Walford was again accused of 
witchcraft in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. A complaint was made and some formal step such as petition or 
deposition, or possibly indictment, was taken toward her prosecution. Robert Williams was acquitted of 
witchcraft in Hadley, Massachusetts. Sarah Dibble was accused of witchcraft in Stamford, Connecticut, but we 
have no record of court action. Susannah Martin, who would be hanged as a witch in 1692 in Salem, was 
brought before a court on a charge of witchcraft in Amesbury, Massachusetts. It seems possible that she had a 
formal trial but was acquitted.

May 11, Tuesday (Old Style): In Hartford, Connecticut, Katherine (Kateran) Harrison of Wethersfield was jailed on 
suspicion of witchcraft:

At a Court of Assistants held at Hartford May 11, 1669, presided
over by Maj. John Mason —the conqueror of the Pequots— then
Deputy Governor, Katherine Harrison, after an examination by the
court on a charge of suspicion of witchcraft, was committed to
the common jail, to be kept in durance until she came to trial
and deliverance by the law.

Although she would be found guilty, the verdict would be reversed. 

May 25, Tuesday (Old Style): In Hartford, Connecticut, Katherine (Kateran) Harrison of Wethersfield, before 
Governor John Winthrop, Deputy Governor William Leete, Major Mason, and others, was indicted on the 
charge of the capital crime of witchcraft:

Kateran Harrison thou standest here indicted by ye name of
Kateran Harrison (of Wethersfield) as being guilty of witchcraft
for that thou not haueing the fear of God before thine eyes hast
had familiaritie with Sathan the grand enemie of god and mankind
and by his help hast acted things beyond and beside the ordinary
course of nature and hast thereby hurt the bodyes of divers of
the subjects of or souraigne Lord the King of which by the law

1669
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of god and of this corporation thou oughtest to dye.

When ask how she pled, the accused indicated that she was not guilty and “refered herself to a tryall by the 
jury present.” The jury was then sworn as follows:

You doe sware by the great and dreadful name of the everliuing
god that you will well and truely try just verdict give and true
deliverance make between or Souraigne Lord the King and such
prisoner or prisoners at the barr as shall be given you in charge
according to the Evidence given in Court and the lawes so help
you god in or lord Jesus.

The jury could not agree upon a verdict, so the court had the accused taken back to the lockup and adjourned 
for four or five months, until its October session.

Here is some of the evidence that would be presented against this Wethersfield, Connecticut woman, to show 
that she was a witch and needed to be hanged:

[THE TESTIMONY OF] THOMAS BRACY [probably should be
“Tracy”] — Misfit jacket and breeches — Vision of the
red calf’s head — Murderous counsel — “Afflictinge”

Thomas Bracy aged about 31 years testifieth as follows that
formerly James Wakeley would haue borrowed a saddle of the saide
Thomas Bracy, which Thomas Bracy denyed to lend to him, he
threatened Thomas and saide, it had bene better he had lent it
to him. Allsoe Thomas Bracy beinge at worke the same day making
a jacket & a paire of breeches, he labored to his best
understanding to set on the sleeues aright on the jacket and
seauen tymes he placed the sleues wronge, setting the elbow on
the wronge side and was faine to rip them of and new set them
on againe, and allsoe the breeches goeing to cut out the
breeches, haueing two peices of cloth of different collors, he
was soe bemoydered in the matter, that he cut the breeches one
of one collor the other off another collor, in such a manner he
was bemoydered in his understandinge or actinge yet neuertheless
the same daie and tyme he was well in his understandinge and
health in other matters and soe was forced to leaue workinge
that daie.
The said Thomas beinge at Sargant Hugh Wells his house ouer
against John Harrison’s house, in Weathersfield, he saw a cart
cominge towards John Harrisons house loaden wth hay, on the top
of the hay he saw perfectly a red calfes head, the eares standing
peart up, and keeping his sight on the cart tell the cart came
to the barne, the calfe vanised, and Harrison stoode on the carte
wch appared not to Thomas before, nor could Thomas find or see
any calfe theire at all though he sought to see the calfe.
After this Thomas Bracy giuing out some words, that he suspected
Katherin Gooddy Harrison of witchcraft, Katherin Harrison mett
Thomas Bracy and threatned Thomas telling him that shee would
be euen with him. After that Thomas Bracy aforesaide, being well
in his sences & health and perfectly awake, his brothers in bed
with him, Thomas aforesaid saw the saide James Wakely and the
saide Katherin Harrison stand by his bed side, consultinge to
kill him the said Thomas, James Wakely said he would cut his
throate, but Katherin counselled to strangle him, presently the
said Katherin seised on Thomas striuinge to strangle him, and
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pulled or pinched him so as if his flesh had been pulled from
his bones, theirefore Thomas groaned. At length his father
Marten heard and spake, then Thomas left groninge and lay quiet
a little, and then Katherin fell againe to afflictinge and
pinching, Thomas againe groninge Mr. Marten heard and arose and
came to Thomas whoe could not speake till Mr. Marten laid his
hands on Thomas, then James and Katherin aforesaid went to the
beds feete, his father Marten and his mother stayed watchinge
by Thomas all that night after, and the next day Mr. Marten and
his wife saw the mark of the saide afflictinge and pinchinge.
Dated 13th of August one thousand six hundred sixtie and eight.
Hadley. Taken upon oath before us.
HENRY CLARKE.
SAMUELL SMITH.

. . . . .

[THE TESTIMONY OF] JOSEPH DICKINSON — Voice calling
Hoccanum! Hoccanum! Hoccanum! — A far cry — Cows running
“taile on end”

The deposition of Joseph Dickenson of Northampton, aged about
32 years, testifieth that he and Philip Smith of Hadley went
down early in the morninge to the greate dry swampe, and theire
we heard a voice call Hoccanum, Hoccanum, Come Hoccanum, and
coming further into the swampe wee see that it was Katherin
Harrison that caled as before. We saw Katherin goe from thence
homewards. The said Philip parted from Joseph, and a small tyme
after Joseph met Philip againe, and then the said Philip
affirmed that he had seene Katherin’s cows neare a mile from the
place where Katherin called them. The saide Joseph went
homewards, and goeing homeward met Samuell Bellden ridinge into
or downe the meadow. Samuel Belden asked Joseph wheather he had
seene the saide Katherin Harrison & the saide Samuel told Joseph
aforesaide that he saw her neare the meadow gate, going
homeward, and allso more told him that he saw Katherin Harrison
her cows runninge with greate violence, taile on end, homewards,
and said he thought the cattell would be at home soe soon as
Katherin aforesaid if they could get out at the meadow gate, and
further this deponent saieth not
Northampton, 13, 6, 1668, taken upon oth before us, William
Clarke David Wilton.
Exhibited in court Oct. 29, 1668.
Attests John Allyn, Secry.

. . . . .

[THE TESTIMONY OF] RICHARD MOUNTAGUE — Over the great
river to Nabuck — The mystery of the swarming bees

Richard Mountague, aged 52 years, testifieth as followeth, that
meeting with Goodwife Harrison in Weathersfield the saide
Katherin Harrison saide that a swarm of her beese flew away over
her neighbour Boreman’s lott and into the great meadow, and

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

thence over the greate river to Nabuck side, but the said
Katherin saide that shee had fetched them againe; this seemed
very strange to the saide Richard, because this was acted in a
little tyme and he did believe the said Katherin neither went
nor used any lawful meanes to fetch the said beese as aforesaid.
Dated the 13 of August, 1668.
Hadley, taken upon oath before us, Henry Clarke, Samuel Smith.
Exhibited in Court, October 29: 68,
as attests John Allyn Secretry.

. . . . .

[THE TESTIMONY OF] JOHN GRAVES — Bucolic reflections —
The trespass on his neighbor’s “rowing” — The cartrope
adventure — The runaway oxen

John Graves aged about 39 years testifieth that formerly going
to reap in the meadow at Wethersfield, his land he was to work
on lay near to John Harrison’s land. It came into the thoughts
of the said John Graves that the said John Harrison and Katherine
his wife being rumored to be suspicious of witchcraft, therefore
he would graze his cattle on the rowing of the land of goodman
Harrison, thinking that if the said Harrisons were witches then
something would disturb the quiet feeding of the cattle. He
thereupon adventured and tied his oxen to his cart rope, one to
one end and the other to the other end, making the oxen surely
fast as he could, tieing 3 or 4 fast knots at each end, and tying
his yoke to the cartrope about the middle of the rope between
the oxen; and himself went about 10 or 12 pole distant, to see
if the cattle would quietly feed as in other places. The cattle
stood staring and fed not, and looking stedfastly on them he saw
the cartrope of its own accord untie and fall to the ground;
thereupon he went and tied the rope more fast and more knots in
it and stood apart as before to see the issue. In a little time
the oxen as affrighted fell to running, and ran with such
violence that he judgeth that the force and speed of their
running made the yoke so tied fly above six foot high to his
best discerning. The cattle were used ordinarily before to be
so tied and fed — in other places, & presently after being so
tied on other men’s ground they fed — peaceably as at other
times.
Dated August, 1668.
Hadley; taken upon oath before us Henry Clarke, Samuel Smith.
Exhibited in court Oct. 29th, 1668,
attests John Allyn, Sec.

. . . . .

[THE TESTIMONY OF] JOANE FRANCIS — The sick child — The
spectre

Joane Francis her testimony. “About 4 years ago, about the
beginning of November, in the night just before my child was
struck ill, goodwife Harrison or her shape appeared, and I said,
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the Lord bless me and my child, here is goody Harrison. And the
child lying on the outside I took it and laid it between me and
my husband. The child continued strangely ill about three weeks,
wanting a day, and then died, had fits. We felt a thing run along
the sides or side like a whetstone. Robert Francis saith he
remembers his wife said that night the child was taken ill, the
Lord bless me and my child, here is goody Harrison.”

. . . . .

[THE TESTIMONY OF] JACOB JOHNSON’S WIFE — The box on the
head — Diet, drink, and plasters — Epistaxis

The relation of the wife of Jacob Johnson. She saith that her
former husband was employed by goodman Harrison to go to Windsor
with a canoe for meal, and he told me as he lay in his bed at
Windsor in the night he had a great box on the head, and after
when he came home he was ill, and goodwife Harrison did help him
with diet drink and plasters, but after a while we sent to Capt.
Atwood to help my husband in his distress, but the same day that
he came at night I came in at the door, & to the best of my
apprehension I saw the likeness of goodwife Harrison with her
face towards my husband, and I turned about to lock the door &
she vanist away. Then my husband’s nose fell a bleeding in an
extraordinary manner, & so continued (if it were meddled with)
to his dying day.
Sworn in court Oct. 29, 1668,
attests John Allyn, Secy.

. . . . .

[THE TESTIMONY OF] MARY HALE — Noises and blows — The
canine apparition — The voice in the night — The Devil
a liar

That about the latter end of November, being the 29th day, 1668,
the said Mary Hale lying in her bed, a good fire giving such
light that one might see all over that room where the said Mary
then was, the said Mary heard a noise, & presently something
fell on her legs with such violence that she feared it would
have broken her legs, and then it came upon her stomach and
oppressed her so as if it would have pressed the breath out of
her body. Then appeared an ugly shaped thing like a dog, having
a head such that I clearly and distinctly knew to be the head
of Katherine Harrison, who was lately imprisoned upon suspicion
of witchcraft. Mary saw it walk to & fro in the chamber and went
to her father’s bedside then came back and disappeared. That day
seven night next after, lying in her bed something came upon her
in like manner as is formerly related, first on her legs & feet
& then on her stomach, crushing & oppressing her very sore. She
put forth her hand to feel (because there was no light in the
room so as clearly to discern). Mary aforesaid felt a face, which
she judged to be a woman’s face, presently then she had a great
blow on her fingers which pained her 2 days after, which she
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complained of to her father & mother, & made her fingers black
and blue. During the former passages Mary called to her father
& mother but could not wake them till it was gone. After this,
the day of December in the night, (the night being very windy)
something came again and spoke thus to her, saying to Mary
aforesaid, You said that I would not come again, but are you not
afraid of me. Mary said, No. The voice replied I will make you
afraid before I have done with you; and then presently Mary was
crushed & oppressed very much. Then Mary called often to her
father and mother, they lying very near. Then the voice said,
Though you do call they shall not hear till I am gone. Then the
voice said, You said that I preserved my cart to carry me to the
gallows, but I will make it a dear cart to you (which said words
Mary remembered she had only spoke in private to her sister a
little before & to no other.) Mary replied she feared her not,
because God had kept her & would keep her still. The voice said
she had a commission to kill her. Mary asked, Who gave you the
commission? The voice replied God gave me the commission. Mary
replied, The Devil is a liar from the beginning for God will not
give commission to murder, therefore it must be from the devil.
Then Mary was again pressed very much. Then the voice said, You
will make known these things abroad when I am gone, but if you
will promise me to keep these aforesaid matters secret I will
come no more to afflict you. Mary replied I will tell it abroad.
Whereas the said Mary mentions divers times in this former
writing that she heard a voice, this said Mary affirmeth that
she did & doth know that it was the voice of Katherine Harrison
aforesaid; and Mary aforesaid affirmeth that the substance of
the whole relation is truth.
Sworn in Court May 25, 1669.
Attest John Allyn, Sec’y.

. . . . .

[THE TESTIMONY OF] Elizabeth Smith — Neighborly
criticism — Fortune telling — Spinning yarn

Elizabeth the wife of Simon Smith of Thirty Mile Island
testified that Catherine was noted by her and the rest of the
family to be a great or notorious liar, a sabbath breaker, and
one that told fortunes, and told the said Elizabeth her fortune,
that her husband’s name should be Simon; & also told the said
Elizabeth some other matters that did come to pass; and also
would oft speak and boast of her great familiarity with Mr.
Lilley, one that told fortunes and foretold many matters that
in furture times were to be accomplished. And also the said
Katherine did often spin so great a quantity of fine linen yarn
as the said Elizabeth did never know nor hear of any other woman
that could spin so much. And further, the said Elizabeth said
that Capt. Cullick observing the evil conversation in word and
deed of the said Katherine turned her out of his service, one
reason was because the said Katherine told fortunes.
Taken upon oath Sept. 23, 1668
before John Allyn, Assistant.
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That that I would present to you in the first place is we had a
yoke of oxen one of wch spoyled at our stile before our doore,
with blows upon the backe and side, so bruised that he was
altogether unserviceable; about a fortnight or three weeks after
the former, we had a cow spoyled, her back broke and two of her
ribs, nextly I had a heifer in my barne yard, my ear mark of wch
was cutt out and other ear marks set on; nextly I had a sow that
had young pigs ear marked (in the stie) after the same manner;
nextly I had a cow at the side of my yard, her jaw bone broke
and one of her hoofs and a hole bored in her side, nextly I had
a three yeare old heifer in the meadow stuck with knife or some
weapon and wounded to death; nextly I had a cow in the street
wounded in the bag as she stood before my door, in the street,
nextly I had a sow went out into the woods, came home with ears
luged and one of her hind legs cutt offe, lastly my corne in
Mile Meadow much damnified with horses, they being staked upon
it; it was wheat; All wch injurys, as they do sauor of enemy so
I hope they will be looked upon by this honored court according
to their natuer and judged according to there demerit, that so
your poor suppliant may find some redrese; who is bold to
subscribe.
Your servant and supplyant,
KATHERINE HARRISON.
Postscript. I had my horse wounded in the night, as he was in
my pasture no creature save thre calves with him: More I had one
two yeare old steer the back of it broke, in the barne yard,
more I had a matter of 30 poles of hops cutt and spoyled; all
wch things have hapened since my husband death, wch was last
August was two yeare. There is wittnes to the oxen Jonathan &
Josiah Gillert; to the cows being spoyled, Enoch Buck, Josiah
Gilbert; to the cow that had her jaw bone broke, Dan, Rose, John,
Bronson: to the heifer, one of widdow Stodder sons, and Willia
Taylor; to the corne John Beckly; to the wound of the horse
Anthony Wright, Goodman Higby; to the hops cutting, Goodwife
Standish and Mary Wright; wch things being added, and left to
your serious consideration, I make bold again to subscribe.
Yours,
KATHERINE HARRISON.
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For telling Michael Griswold that he would hang her though he damned a thousand souls, and as for his own 
soul it was damned long ago, the accused woman would be found guilty of two offenses of slander, and ordered 
to pay the slandered man £25 and costs for the one offense, and £15 and costs for the other.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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October 12, Saturday (Old Style): In Hartford, the jury being called to give in their verdict upon the indictment of 
Katherine (Kateran) Harrison of Wethersfield, Connecticut accused of the capital crime of witchcraft, returned 
that they found the prisoner guilty of the indictment. Fortunately, however, during the intervening summer 
season and the collection of the evidences, the magistrates had begun to have their doubts, and had asked a 
panel of ministers of the gospel of Christ for their considered advice, and a summary response had been 
rendered for the benefit of the court officials in the handwriting of the Reverend Gershom Bulkeley of 
Wethersfield:

The answer of some ministers to the questions pr-pounded to them
by the Honored Magistrates, October 20, 1669. To ye 1st Quest
whether a plurality of witnesses be necessary, legally to
evidence one and ye same individual fact? Wee answer.
That if the proofe of the fact do depend wholly upon testimony,
there is then a necessity of a plurality of witnesses, to testify
to one & ye same individual fact; & without such a plurality,
there can be no legall evidence of it. JNO 8, 17. The testimony
of two men is true; that is legally true, or the truth of order.
& this Cht alledges to vindicate ye sufficiency of the testimony
given to prove that individual facte, that he himselfe was ye
Messias or Light of the World. MAT. 26, 59, 60.
To the 2nd quest. Whether the preternatural apparitions of a
person legally proved, be a demonstration of familiarity with
ye devill? Wee anser, that it is not the pleasure of ye Most
High, to suffer the wicked one to make an undistinguishable
representation of any innocent person in a way of doing
mischiefe, before a plurality of witnesses. The reason is
because, this would utterly evacuate all human testimony; no man
could testify, that he saw this pson do this or that thing, for
it might be said, that it was ye devill in his shape.
To the 3d & 4th quests together: Whether a vitious pson
foretelling some future event, or revealing of a secret, be a
demonstration of familiarity with the devill? Wee say thus much.
That those things, whither past, present or to come, which are
indeed secret, that is, cannot be knowne by human skill in arts,
or strength of reason arguing from ye corse of nature, nor are
made knowne by divine revelation either mediate or immediate,
nor by information from man, must needes be knowne (if at all)
by information from ye devill: & hence the comunication of such
things, in way of divination (the pson prtending the certaine
knowledge of them) seemes to us, to argue familiarity with ye
devill, in as much as such a pson doth thereby declare his
receiving the devills testimony, & yeeld up himselfe as ye
devills instrument to comunicate the same to others.

The accused, meanwhile, had authored a defiant petition to the court:

Filed: Wid. Harrisons greuances presented to the court 6th of
Octobr 1669.
A complaint of severall greiuances of the widow Harrisons which
she desires the honored court to take cognizance of and as far
as maybe to give her reliefe in.
May it please this honored court, to have patience with mee a
little: having none to complain to but the Fathers of the
Commonweale; and yet meetting with many injurys, which
necessitate mee to look out for some releeife. I am told to
present you with these few lines, as a relation of the wrongs
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that I suffer, humbly crauing your serious consideration of my
state a widdow; of my wrongs, (wch I conceive are great) and
that as far as the rules of justice and equitie will allow, I
may have right and a due recompence.
That that I would present to you in the first place is we had a
yoke of oxen one of wch spoyled at our stile before our doore,
with blows upon the backe and side, so bruised that he was
altogether unserviceable; about a fortnight or three weeks after
the former, we had a cow spoyled, her back broke and two of her
ribs, nextly I had a heifer in my barne yard, my ear mark of wch
was cutt out and other ear marks set on; nextly I had a sow that
had young pigs ear marked (in the stie) after the same manner;
nextly I had a cow at the side of my yard, her jaw bone broke
and one of her hoofs and a hole bored in her side, nextly I had
a three yeare old heifer in the meadow stuck with knife or some
weapon and wounded to death; nextly I had a cow in the street
wounded in the bag as she stood before my door, in the street,
nextly I had a sow went out into the woods, came home with ears
luged and one of her hind legs cutt offe, lastly my corne in
Mile Meadow much damnified with horses, they being staked upon
it; it was wheat; All wch injurys, as they do sauor of enemy so
I hope they will be looked upon by this honored court according
to their natuer and judged according to there demerit, that so
your poor suppliant may find some redrese; who is bold to
subscribe.
Your servant and supplyant,
KATHERINE HARRISON.
Postscript. I had my horse wounded in the night, as he was in
my pasture no creature save thre calves with him: More I had one
two yeare old steer the back of it broke, in the barne yard,
more I had a matter of 30 poles of hops cutt and spoyled; all
wch things have hapened since my husband death, wch was last
August was two yeare. There is wittnes to the oxen Jonathan &
Josiah Gillert; to the cows being spoyled, Enoch Buck, Josiah
Gilbert; to the cow that had her jaw bone broke, Dan, Rose, John,
Bronson: to the heifer, one of widdow Stodder sons, and Willia
Taylor; to the corne John Beckly; to the wound of the horse
Anthony Wright, Goodman Higby; to the hops cutting, Goodwife
Standish and Mary Wright; wch things being added, and left to
your serious consideration, I make bold again to subscribe.
Yours,
KATHERINE HARRISON.
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For telling Michael Griswold that he would hang her though he damned a thousand souls, and as for his own 
soul it was damned long ago, the accused woman would be found guilty of two offenses of slander, and ordered 
to pay the slandered man £25 and costs for the one offense, and £15 and costs for the other.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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Probably it was in this year that Ann Burt was brought before a court on an accusation of witchcraft in Lynn, 
Massachusetts. It seems possible that there was a formal trial that resulted in an acquittal, but we don’t know.

May 20, Friday (Old Style): In Hartford, the General Assembly of the Connecticut colony had referred the matter of 
the accused witch Katherine (Kateran) Harrison of Wethersfield, Connecticut to a special court of assistants, 
with power to render a final decision. Recognizing that the jury would not go along with a sentence of death 
by hanging, they dismissed her from her imprisonment on condition that she pay her fines of £25 and £15 and 
costs for two instances of slander and on condition that she depart from Wethersfield, “which is that will tend 
most to her own safety & the contentment of the people who are her neighbors.” (She would remove, in this 
same summer, to Westchester, New York.)

October: Having paid the expenses of her trials and imprisonment on accusation of witchcraft, and her fines for slander, 
Katherine (Kateran) Harrison of Wethersfield, Connecticut had removed to Westchester, New York. Her 
reputation, however, had become known to the inhabitants of that new locale, and so they complained to 
Governor Lovelace. At the General Court of Assizes in New-York during this month, this widow gave security 
for her civil carriage and good behavior. The court therefore ruled that “in regard there is nothing appears 
against her deserving the continuance of that obligation she is to be released from it, & hath liberty to remain 
in the town of Westchester where she now resides, or anywhere else in the government during her pleasure.” 
Katherine’s long tribulation was over.

1670

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Fall: We have a letter by the Reverend Samuel Symon Willard, to the Reverend Cotton Mather, about a witchcraft 
that was being practiced upon, or by, Elizabeth Knap or Knapp of Groton, Massachusetts, nowadays to be 
described as a hysteric, the 16-year-old daughter of James Knapp and Elizabeth Warren Knapp, in part because 
the Reverend Mather would save the letter for his MAGNALIA CHRISTI AMERICANA (Book VI, Chapter VII, page 
67), and in part because a couple of years later the Reverend Willard would put out a volume consisting of 
three of his sermons, USEFUL INSTRUCTIONS FOR A PROFESSING PEOPLE IN TIMES OF GREAT SECURITY AND 
DEGENERACY: DELIVERED IN SEVERAL SERMONS ON SOLEMN OCCASIONS, and one of the three had been 
preached in consequence of this supposed manifestation of the Devil: 

There is a voice in it to the whole Land, but in a more especial
manner to poor Groton: it is not a Judgement afar off, but it
is near us, yea among us, God hath in his wisdome singled out
this poor Town out of all others in this Wilderness, to dispense
such an amazing Providence in, and therefore let us make a more
near and special use of it: Let us look upon our selves to be
set up as a Beacon upon a Hill by this Providence, and let those
that hear what hath been done among us, hear also of the good
effects, and reformation it hath wrought among us. 

Here is the Reverend Willard’s account:

A briefe account of a strange & unusuall Providence of God
befallen to Elizabeth Knap of Groton, p me Samuel Willard. 
This poore & miserable object, about a fortnight before shee was
taken, wee observed to carry herselfe in a strange & unwonted
manner, sometimes shee would give sudden shriekes, & if wee
enquired a Reason, would alwayes put it off with some excuse, &
then would burst forth into immoderate & extravagant laughter,
in such wise, as some times shee fell onto the ground with it:
I my selfe observed oftentimes a strange change in here
countenance, but could not suspect the true reason, but coneived
shee might bee ill, & therefore divers times enquired how shee
did, & shee alwayes answered well; which made mee wonder: but
the tragedye began to unfold itselfe upon Munday, Octob. 30. 71,
after this manner (as I received by credible information, being
that day my selfe gon from home). In the evening, a little before
shee went to bed, sitting by the fire, shee cryed out, oh my
legs! & clapt her hand on them, immediately oh my breast! &
removed her hands thither; & forthwith, oh I am strangled, & put
her hands on her throat: those that observed her could not see
what to make of it; whither shee was in earnest or dissembled,
& in this manner they left her (excepting the person that lay
with her) complaining of her breath being stopt: The next day
shee was in a strange frame, (as was observed by divers)
sometimes weeping, sometimes laughing, & many foolish & apish
gestures. In the evening, going into the cellar, shee shrieked
suddenly, & being enquired of the cause, shee answered, that
shee saw 2 persons in the cellar; whereupon some went downe with
her to search, but found none; shee also looking with them; at
last shee turned her head, & looking one way stedfastly, used

1671
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the expression, what cheere old man? which, they that were with
her tooke for a fansye, & soe ceased; afterwards (the same
evening,) the rest of the family being in bed, shee was (as one
lying in the roome saw, & shee herselfe also afterwards related)
suddenly throwne downe into the midst of the floore with
violence, & taken with a violent fit, whereupon the whole family
was raised, & with much adoe was shee kept out of the fire from
destroying herselfe after which time she was followed with fits
from thence till the sabbath day; in which shee was violent in
bodily motions, leapings, strainings & strange agitations,
scarce to bee held in bounds by the strength of 3 or 4: violent
alsoe in roarings & screamings, representing a dark resemblance
of hellish torments, & frequently using in these fits divers
words, sometimes crying out money, money, sometimes, sin &
misery with other words. On wednesday, being in the time of
intermission questioned about the case shee was in, with
reference to the cause or occasion of it, shee seemed to impeach
one of the neighbors, a person (I doubt not) of sincere
uprightnesse before God, as though either shee, or the devill
in her likenesse & habit, particularly her riding hood, had come
downe the chimney, stricken her that night shee was first taken
violently, which was the occasion of her being cast into the
floore; whereupon those about her sent to request the person to
come to her, who coming unwittingly, was at the first assaulted
by her stranglye, for though her eyes were (as it were) sealed
up (as they were alwayes, or for the most part, in those fits,
& soe continue in them all to this day) shee yet knew her very
touch from any other, though no voice were uttered, & discovered
it evidently by her gestures, soe powerfull were Satans
suggestions in her, yet afterward God was pleased to vindicate
the case & justifye the innocent, even to remove jealousyes from
the spirits of the party concerned, & satisfaction of the by
standers; for after shee had gon to prayer with her, shee
confessed that she beleeved Satan had deluded her, & hath never
since complained of any such apparition or disturbance from the
person. These fits continuing, (though with intermission)
divers, (when they had opportunity) pressed upon her to declare
what might bee the true & real occasion of these amazing fits.
Shee used many tergiversations & excuses, pretending shee would
to this & that young person, who coming, she put it off to
another, till at the last, on thurdsday night, shee brake forth
into a large confession in the presence of many, the substance
whereof amounted to thus much: That the devill had oftentimes
appeared to her, presenting the treaty of a Covenant, &
preffering largely to her: viz, such things as suted her
youthfull fancye, money, silkes, fine cloaths, ease from labor
to show her the whole world, &c: that it had bin then 3 yeers
since his first appearance, occasioned by her discontent: That
at first his apparitions had bin more rare, but lately more
frequent; yea those few weekes that shee had dwelt with us almost
constant, that shee seldome went out of one roome into another,
but hee appeared to her urging of her: & that hee had presented
her a booke written with blood of covenants made by others with
him, & told her such & such (of some wherof we hope better
things) had a name there; that hee urged upon her constant
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temptations to murder her parents, her neighbors, our children,
especially the youngest, tempting her to throw it into the fire,
on the hearth, into the oven; & that once hee put a bill hooke
into her hand, to murder my selfe, persuading her I was asleep,
but coming about it, shee met me on the staires at which shee
was affrighted,the time I remember well, & observd a strange
frame in her countenance & saw she endeavered to hide something,
but I knew not what, neither did I at all suspect any such
matter; & that often he persuaded her to make away with herselfe
& once she was going to drowne herselfe in the well, for, looking
into it, shee saw such sights as allured her, & was gotten within
the curbe, & was by God’s providence prevented, many other like
things shee related, too tedious to recollect: but being pressed
to declare whither she had not consented to a covenant with the
Devill, shee with solemne assertions denyed it, yea asserted
that shee had never soe much as consented to discorse with him,
nor had ever but once before that night used the expession, What
cheere, old man? & this argument shee used, that the providence
of God had ordered it soe, that all his apparitions had bin
frightfull to her; yet this shee acknowledged, (which seemed
contradictorye, viz :) that when shee came to our house to
schoole, before such time as shee dwelt with us, shee delayed
her going home in the evening, till it was darke, (which wee
observed) upon his persuasion to have his company home, & that
shee could not, when hee appeared, but goe to him; one evident
testimony wherof wee can say somthing to, viz. the night before
the Thanksgiving, Octob. 19. shee was with another maid that
boarded in the house, where both of them saw the appearance of
a mans head & shoulders, with a great white neckcloath, looking
in at the window, at which they came up affrighted both into the
chamber, where the rest of us were, they declaring the case, one
of us went downe to see who it might bee, but shee ran
immediately out of the doore before him, which shee hath since
confessed, was the Devill coming to her; shee also acknowledged
the reason of her former sudden shriekings, was from a sudden
apparition, & that the devill put these excuses into her mouth,
& bit her soe to say, & hurried her into those violent (but shee
saith feigned & forced) laughters: shee then also complained
against herselfe of many sins, disobedience to parents, neglect
of attendance upon ordinances, attempts to murder herselfe &
others; but this particular of a covenant shee utterly
disclaimed: which relation seemed faire, especially in that it
was attended with bitter teares, selfe condemnations, good
counsells given to all about her, especially the youth then
present, & an earnest desire of prayers: shee sent to Lancaster
for Mr. Rowlandson, who came & prayed with her, & gave her
serious counsells; but shee was still followed, all this
notwithstanding, with these fits: & in this state (coming home
on fryday) I found her; but could get nothing from her, whenever
I came in presence shee fell into those fits, concerning which
fits, I find this noteworthy, shee knew & understood what was
spoken to her, but could not answer, nor use any other words but
the forementioned, money, &c: as long as the fit continued, for
when shee came out of it, shee could give a relation of all that
had been spoken to her: shee was demanded a reason why shee used
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those words in her fits, & signifyed that the Devill presented
her with such things, to tempt her, & with sin & miserye, to
terrifye her; shee also declared that shee had seene the Devills
in their hellish shapes, & more Devills then any one there ever
saw men in the world. Many of these things I heard her declare
on Saturday at night: On the Sabbath the Physitian came, who
judged a maine point of her distempr to be naturall, arising
from the foulnesse of her stomacke, & corruptnesse of her blood,
occasioning fumes in her braine, & strange fansyes; whereupon
(in order to further tryall & administration) shee was removed
home, & the succeeding weeke shee tooke physicke, & was not in
such violence handled in her fits as before; but enjoyed an
intermission, & gave some hopes of recovery; in which
intermission shee was altogether sencelesse (as to our
discoverye) of her state, held under securitye, & hardnesse of
heart, professing shee had no trouble upon her spirits, shee
cried satan had left her: A solemne day was kept with her, yet
it had then, (as I apprehend,) little efficacy upon her; shee
that day again expressed hopes that the Devill had left her, but
there was little ground to thinke soe, because she remained
under such extreame sencelessenesse of her owne estate: & thus
shee continued, being exercised with some moderate fits, in
which shee used none of the former expressions, but sometimes
fainted away, sometimes used some struglings, yet not with
extremitye, till the Wednesday following, which day was spent
in prayer with her, when her fits something more encreased, &
her tongue was for many houres together drawne into a semicircle
up to the roofe of her mouth, & not to be remooved, for some
tryed with the fingers to doe it: from thence till the sabbath
seven night following: she continued alike, only shee added to
former confessions, of her twise consenting to travell with the
Devill in her company between Groton & Lancaster, who
accompanied her in forme of a blacke dog with eyes in his backe,
sometimes stopping her horse, sometimes leaping up behind, &
keeping her (when she came home with company) 40 rod at least
behind, leading her out of the way into a swampe, &c.: but still
no conference would shee owne, but urged that the devills
quarell with her was because shee would not seale a covenant
with him, & that this was the ground of her first being taken.
besides this nothing observable came from her, only one morning
shee said God is a father, the next morning, God is my father,
which words (it is to be feared) were words of presumption, put
into her mouth by the adversary. I suspecting the truth of her
former storye, pressed, whether shee never verbally promised to
covenant with him, which shee stoutly denyed: only acknowledged
that shee had had some thoughts soe to doe: but on the forenamed
Nov. 26. shee was again with violence & extremity seized by her
fits, in such wise that 6 persons could hardly hold her, but
shee leaped & skipped about the house proforce roaring, &
yelling extreamly, & fetching deadly sighs, as if her
heartstrings would have broken, & looking wth a frightfull
aspect, to the amazement & astonishment of all the beholders,
of which I was an eye witnesse: The Physitian being then agen
with her consented that the distemper was Diabolicall, refused
further to administer, advised to extraordinary fasting;
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whereupon some of Gods ministers were sent for: shee meane while
continued extreamly tormented night & day, till Tuesday about
noon; having this added on Munday & Tuesday morning that shee
barked like a dog, & bleated like a calfe, in which her organs
were visibly made use of: yea, (as was carefully observed) on
Munday night, & Tuesday morning, when ever any came neere the
house, though they within heard nothing at all, yet would shee
barke till they were come into the house, on Tuesday, about 12
of the clocke, she came out of the fit, which had held her from
Sabbath day about the same time, at least 48 howers, with little
or no intermission, & then her speech was restored to her, &
shee expressed a great seeming sence of her state: many bitter
teares, sighings, sobbings, complainings shee uttered,
bewailing of many sins fore mentioned, begging prayers, & in the
houre of prayer expressing much affection : I then pressed if
there were anything behind in reference to the dealings between
her & Satan, when she agen professed that shee had related all:
& declared that in those fits the devill had assaulted her many
wayes, that hee came downe the chimney, & shee essayed to escape
him, but was siezed upon by him, that hee sat upon her breast,
& used many arguments with her, & that hee urged here at one
time with persuasions & promises, of ease, & great matters, told
her that shee had done enough in what shee had already confessed,
shee might henceforth serve him more securely; anon told hir her
time was past, & there was no hopes unlesse shee would serve
him; & it was observed in the time of her extremity, once when
a little moments respite was granted her of speech, shee advised
us to make our peace with God, & use our time better then shee
had done, the party advised her also to bethinke herselfe of
making her peace, shee replyed, it is too late for me : the next
day was solemnized, when we had the presence of Mr. Bulkley, Mr.
Rowlandson, & Mr. Estabrooke, whither coming, we found her
returned to a sottish & stupid kind of frame, much was prest
upon her, but no affection at all discovered; though shee was
little or nothing exercised with any fits, & her speech also
continued: though a day or two after shee was melancholye & being
enquired of a reason, shee complained that shee was grieved that
so much pains were taken wth her, & did her no good, but this
held her not long: & thus shee remained till Munday, when to
some neighbors there present, shee related something more of he
converse with the devill, viz. That it had bin 5 yeers or
therabouts, since shee first saw him, & declared methodically
the sundry apparitions from time to time, till shee was thus
dreadfully assaulted, in which, the principall was, that after
many assaults, shee had resolved to seale a covenant with Satan,
thinking shee had better doe it, then be thus followed by him,
that once, when shee lived at Lancaster, he presented himselfe,
& desired of her blood, & shee would have done it, but wanted a
knife, in the parley shee was prevented by the providence of God
interposing my father; a 2nd time in the house hee met her, &
presented her a knife, & as she was going about it my father
stept in agen & prevented, that when shee sought & enquired for
the knife, it was not to bee found, & that afterward shee saw
it sticking in the top of the barne, & some other like passages
shee agen owned an observable passage which shee also had
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confessed in her first declaration, but is not there inserted,
viz. that the devill had often proffered her his service, but
shee accepted not; & once in ptic: to bring her in chips for the
fire, shee refused, but when shee came in shee saw them lye by
the fire side, & was affraid, & this I remarke, I sitting by the
fire spake to her to lay them on, & she turned away in an
unwonted manner: she then also declared against herselfe her
unprofitable life she had led, & how justly God had thus
permitted Satan to handle her, telling them, they little knew
what a sad case shee was in. I after asked her concerning these
passages, & shee owned the truth of them, & declared that now
shee hoped the devill had left her, but being prest whether there
were not a covenant, she earnestly professed, that by Gods
goodnesse shee had bin prevented from doing that, which shee of
herselfe had been ready enough to assent to; & shee thanked God
there was no such thing: The same day shee was agen taken with
a new kind of unwonted fitt in which after shee had bin awhile
exercised with violence, shee got her a sticke, & went up and
downe, thrusting, & pushing, here & there, & anon looking out
at a window, & cryed out of a witch appearing in a strange manner
in forme of a dog downward, with a womans head, & declared the
person, other whiles that shee appeard in her whole likenesse,
& described her shape and habit: signifyed that shee went up the
chimney & went her way: what impression wee reade in the clay
of the chimney, in similitude of a dogs paw, by the operation
of Satan, & in the form of a dogs going in the same place she
tould of, I shall not conclude, though something there was, as
I myselfe saw in the chimney in the same place where shee
declared the foot was set to goe up: In this manner was she
handled that night, & the 2 next dayes, using strange gestures,
complaining by signes, when shee could not speake explaining
that shee was sometimes in the chamber, somet. in the chimney,
& anon assaults her, sometimes scratching her breast, beating
her sides, strangling her throat, & she did oftentimes seeme to
our apprehension as if shee would forthwith bee strangled: She
declared that if the party were apprehended shee should
forthwith bee well, but never till then; whereupon her father
went, & percured the coming of the woman impeached by her, who
came downe to her on Thurdsday night, where (being desired to
be present) I observed that she was violently handled, &
lamentably tormented by the adversarye, & uttered unusual
shriekes at the instant of the persons coming in, though her
eyes were fast closed: but having experience of such former
actings, wee made nothing of it, but waited the issue: God
therefore was sought to, to signifye something. whereby the
innocent might bee acquitted, or the guilty discovered, & ’hee
Answered our prayers, for by 2 evident & cleere mistakes she was
cleered, & then all prejudices ceased, & she never more to this
day hath impeached her of any apparition: in the fore mentioned
allegation of the person, shee also signifyed that somet. the
devil alsoe in the likenesse of a little boy appeared together
with the person: Fryday was a sad day with her, for shee was
sorely handled with fits, which some perceiving pressed that
there was something yet behind not discovered by her; & shee
after a violent fit, holding her betweene two & 3 houres did
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first to one, & afterwards to many acknowledge that shee had
given of her blood to the Devill, & made a covenant with him,
whereupon I was sent for to her; & understanding how things had
passed, I found that there was no roome for privacye, in another
alredy made by her soe publicke, I therefore examined her
concerning the matter; & found her not soe forward to confesse,
as shee had bin to others, yet thus much I gathered from her
confession: 

That after shee came to dwell with us, one day as shee was alone
in a lower roome, all the rest of us being in the chamber, she
looked out at the window, & saw the devill in the habit of an
old man, coming over a great meadow lying neere the house; &
suspecting his designe, shee had thoughts to have gon away; yet
at length resolved to tarry it out, & heare what hee had to say
to her; when hee came hee demanded of her some of her blood,
which shee forthwith consented to, & with a knife cut her finger,
hee caught the blood in his hand, & then told her she must write
her name in his booke, shee answered, shee could not Write, but
hee told her he would direct her hand, & then took a little
sharpened sticke, & dipt in the blood, & put it into her hand,
& guided it, & shee wrote her name with his helpe: what was the
matter shee set her hand to, I could not learne from her; but
thus much shee confessed, that the terme of time agreed upon
with him was for 7 yeers; one yeere shee was to be faithfull in
his service, & then the other six hee would serve her, & make
her a witch: shee also related, that the ground of contest
between her & the devill which was the occasion of this sad
providence, was this, that after her covenant made the devill
showed her hell & the damned, & told her if shee were not
faithfull to him, shee should goe thither, & bee tormented
there; shee desired of him to show her heaven, but hee told her
that heaven was an ougly place, & that none went thither but a
company of base roagues whom he hated; but if shee would obey
him, it should be well with her: but afterward shee considered
with herselfe, that the terme of her covenant, was but short, &
would soone bee at an end, & shee doubted (for all the devills
promises) shee must at last come to the place hee had showne
her, & withall, feared, if shee were a witch, shee should bee
discovered, & brought to a shamefull end: which was many times
a trouble on her spirits; this the Devill perceiving, urged upon
her to give him more of her blood, & set her hand agen to his
booke, which shee refused to doe, but partly through promises,
partly by threatnings, hee brought her at last to a promise that
shee would sometime doe it: after which hee left not incessantly
to urge her to the performance of it, once hee met her on the
staires. & often elsewhere pressing her with vehemencye, but
shee still put it off; till the first night shee was taken when
the devill came to her, & told her he would not tarry any longer:
shee told him shee would not doe it hee Answered shee had done
it already, & what further damage would it bee to doe it agen,
for shee was his sure enough: she rejoyned shee had done it
already, & if shee were his sure enough, what need hee to desire
any more of her: whereupon he strucke her the first night, agen
more violently the 2nd as is above exprest : This is the sum of
the Relation I then had from her: which at that time seemed to
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bee methodicall: These things she uttered with great affection,
overflowing of teares, & seeming bitternesse: I asked of the
Reason of her weeping & bitternesse, shee complained of her
sinns, & some in particular, profanation of the sabbath &c: but
nothing of this sin of renouncing the goverment of God. & giving
herselfe up to the devill: I therfore, (as God helped) applied
it to her & asked her whether shee desired not prayers with &
for her, shee assented with earnestnesse, & in prayer seemed to
bewaile the sin as God helped, then in the aggravation of it, &
afterward declared a desire to rely on the power & mercy of God
in Christ: shee then also declared, that the Devill had deceived
her concerning those persons impeached by her, that hee had in
their likenesse or resemblance tormented her, persuading her
that it was they, that they bare her a spleen, but he loved her,
& would free her from them, & pressed on her to endeavor to bring
them forth to the censure of the law. In this case I left her;
but (not being satisfied in some things) I promised to visit her
agen the next day which accordingly I did, but coming to her, I
found her (though her speech still remained) in a case sad
enough, her teares dryed up, & sences stupifyed, & (as was
observed) when I could get nothing from her, & therfore applyed
myselfe in counsell to her, shee regarded it not, but fixed her
eye steadfastly upon a place, as shee was wont when the Devill
presented himselfe to her, which was a griefe to her parents, &
brought mee to a stand; in the condition I left her: The next
day, being the Sabbath, whither upon any hint given her, or any
advantage Satan tooke by it upon her, shee sent for mee in hast
at noone, coming to her, shee immediately with teares told me
that shee had belied the Devill, in saying shee had given him
of her blood: &c: professed that the most of the apparitions
shee had spoken of were but fansyes, as images represented in a
dreame; earnestly entreated me to beleeve her, called God to
witnesse to her assertion, I told her I would willingly hope the
best, & beleeve what I had any good grounds to apprehend; if
therefore shee would tell a more methodicall relation than the
former, it would be well, but if otherwise, she must bee content
that every one should censure according to their apprehension,
shee promised soe to doe, & expressed a desire that all that
would might heare her; that as they had heard soe many lyes &
untruths, they might now heare the truth, & engaged that in the
evening shee would doe it; I then repaired to her, & divers more
then went; shee then declared thus much, that the Devill had
sometimes appeared to her; that the occasion of it was her
discontent, that her condition displeased her, her labor was
burdensome to her, shee was neither content to bee at home nor
abroad; & had oftentime strong persuasions to practice in
witchcraft, had often wished the Devill would come to her at
such & such times, & resolved that if hee would, shee would give
herselfe up to him soule & body: but (though hee had oft times
appeared to her, yet) at such times hee had not discovered
himselfe, and therfore shee had bin preserved from such a thing:
I declared a suspicion of the truth of the relation, & gave her
some Reasons; but by Reason of the company did not say much,
neither could anything further be gotten from her: but the next
day I went to her, & opened my mind to her alone, & left it with
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her, declared (among other things) that shee had used
preposterous courses, & therfore it was no marvell that shee had
bin led into such contradictions, & tendered her all the helpe
I could, if shee would make use of me, & more privately relate
any weighty & serious case of Conscience to me, shee promised
me shee would if shee knew any thing, but said that then shee
knew nothing at all; but stood to the story shee had told the
foregoing evening: & indeed what to make of these things I at
present know not, but am waiting till God (if hee see meet) wind
up the story, & make a more cleere discoverye. It was not many
dayes ere shee was hurried agen into violent fits after a
different manner, being taken agen speechlesse, & using all
endeavores to make away with herselfe, & doe mischiefe unto
others; striking those that held her; spitting in their faces;
& if at any time shee had done any harme or frightened them shee
would laugh immediately; which fits held her sometimes longer,
sometimes shorter, few occasions shee had of speech, but when
shee could speake, shee complained of a hard heart, counselled
some to beware of sin, for that had brought her to this, bewailed
that soe many prayers had bin put up for her, & shee still so
hard hearted, & no more good wrought upon her; but being asked
whither shee were willing to repent, shaked her head, & said
nothing. Thus shee continued till the next sabbath in the
afternoone; on which day in the morning, being somthing better
then at other times, shee had but little company tarryed with
her in the afternoon; when the Devill began to make more full
discoverye of himselfe: It had bin a question before, whither
shee might properly bee called a Demoniacke, or person possessed
of the Devill, but it was then put out of Question: hee began
(as the persons with her testifye) by drawing her tongue out of
her mouth most frightfully to an extraordinary length &
greatnesse, & many amazing postures of her bodye; & then by
speaking, vocally in her, whereupon her father, & another
neighbor were called from the meeting, on whom, (as soon as they
came in,) he railed, calling them roagues, charging them for
folly in going to heare a blacke roague, who told them nothing
but a parcell of lyes, & deceived them, & many like expressions.
after exercise I was called, but understood not the occasion,
till I came, & heard the same voice, a grum, low, yet audible
voice it was, the first salutation I had was, oh ! you are a
great roague, I was at the first somthing daunted & amazed, &
many reluctances I had upon my spirits, which brought mee to a
silence and amazement in my spirits, till at last God heard my
groanes & gave me both refreshment in Christ, & courage: I then
called for a light, to see whither it might not appeare a
counterfiet, and observed not any of her organs to moove, the
voice was hollow, as if it issued out of her throat; hee then
agen called me great blacke roague, I challenged him to make it
appear; but all the Answer was, you tell the people a company
of lyes : I reflected on myselfe, & could not but magnifye the
goodnesse of God not to suffer Satan to bespatter the names of
his people, with those sins which hee himselfe hath pardoned in
the blood of Christ. I Answered, Satan, thou art a lyar, and a
deceiver, & God will vindicate his owne truth one day: hee
Answered nothing directly, but said, I am not Satan, I am a
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pretty blacke boy; this is my pretty girle; I have bin here a
great while, I sat still, and Answered nothing to these
expressions; but when hee directed himselfe to mee agen, oh! you
blacke roague, I doe not love you: I replyed through God’s grace,
I hate thee; hee rejoyned, but you had better love mee; these
manner of expressions filled some of the company there present
with great consternation, others put on boldnesse to speake to
him, at which I was displeased, & advised them to see their call
cleere, fearing least by his policye, & many apish expressions
hee used, hee might insinuate himselfe, & raise in them a
fearlessenesse of spirit of him: I no sooner turned my backe to
goe to the fire, but he called out agen, where is that blacke
roague gon: I seeing little good to bee done by discorse, &
questioning many things in my mind concerning it, I desired the
company to joyne in prayer unto God; when wee went about that
duty & were kneeled downe, with a voice louder then before
something, hee cryed out, hold your tongue, hold your tongue,
get you gon you blacke roague, what are you going to doe, you
have nothing to doe with me, &c: but through Gods goodnesse was
silenced, &, shee lay quiet during the time of prayer, but as
soone as it was ended, began afresh, using the former
expressions, at which some ventured to speake to him: Though I
thinke imprudentlye: one told him, God had him in chaines, hee
replyed, for all my chaine, I can knocke thee on the head when
I please: hee said hee would carry her away that night. Another
Answered, but God is stronger than thou, He presently rejoyned,
that ’s a ly, I am stronger than God: at which blasphemy I agen
advised them to bee wary of speaking, counselled them to get
serious parsons to watch with her, & left her, commending her
to God: On Tuesday following shee confessed that the Devill
entred into her the 2nd night after her first taking, that when
shee was going to bed, hee entred in (as shee conceived) at her
mouth, & had bin in her ever since, & professed, that if there
were ever a Devill in the world, there was one in her, but in
what manner he spake in her she could not tell: On Wednesday
night, shee must forthwith be carried downe to the bay in all
hast, shee should never be well, till an assembly of ministers
was met together to pray with & for her, & in particular Mr.
Cobbet: her friends advised with me about it; I signifyed to
them, that I apprehended, Satan never made any good motion, but
it was out of season, & that it was not a thing now fiezable,
the season being then extreame cold; & the snow deepe, that if
shee had bin taken in the woods with her fits shee must needs
perish: On friday in the evening shee was taken agen violently,
& then the former voice (for the sound) was heard in her agen,
not speaking, but imitating the crowing of a cocke, accompanied
with many other gestures, some violent, some ridiculous, which
occasioned my going to her, where by signes she signifyed that
the Devill threatened to carry her away that night, God was agen
then sought for her. & when in prayer, that expression was used,
the God had prooved Satan a liar, in preserving her once when
hee had threatned to carry her away that night, & was entreated
soe to doe agen, the same voice, which had ceased 2 dayes before,
was agen heard by the by-standers 5 times distinctly to cry out,
oh you are a roague, and then ceased: but the whole time of
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prayer, sometimes by violence of fits sometimes by noises shee
made, shee drouned her owne hearing from receiving our petition,
as she afterwards confessed: Since that time shee hath continued
for the most part speechlesse, her fits coming upon her
sometimes often, sometimes with greater intermission, & with
great varietyes in the manner of them, sometimes by violence,
sometimes by making her sicke, but (through Gods goodnesse) soe
abated in violence, that now one person can as well rule her,
as formerly 4 or 5: She is observed alwayes to fall into her
fits when any strangers goe to visit her, & the more goe the
more violent are her fits: as to the frame of her spirits hee
hath bin more averse lately to good counsell than heretofore,
yet sometime shee signifyes a desire of the companye of
ministers. On Thursday last, in the evening, shee came a season
to her speech, & (as I received from them with her) agen disouned
a Covenant with the Devill, disouned that relation about the
knife fore mentioned, declared the occasion of her fits to bee
discontent, owned the temptations to murder; declared that
though the devill had power of her body, shee hoped hee should
not of her soule, that she had rather continue soe speechlesse,
then have her speech, & make no better use of it then formerly
shee had, expressed that shee was sometimes disposed to doe
mischiefe, & was as if some had laid hold of her to enforce her
to it, & had double strength to her owne, that shee knew not
whither the devill were in her or no if hee were shee knew not
when or how he entered; that when shee was taken speechlesse,
she fared as if a string was tyed about the roots of her tongue,
& reached doune into her vitalls & pulled her tongue downe, &
then most when shee strove to speake: On Fryday, in the evening
shee was taken wth a passion of weeping, & sighing, which held
her till late in the night, at length she sent for me; but then
unseasonablenesse of the weather, & my owne bodily
indisposednesse prevented: I went the next morning, when shee
strove to speake somthing but could not, but was taken with her
fits, which held her as long as I tarried, which was more then
an houre, & I left her in them: & thus she continues speechlesse
to this instant, Jan. 15. & followed with fits: concerning which
state of hers I shall suspend my owne Judgment, & willingly leave
it to the censure of those that are more learned, aged, &
Judicious: only I shall leave my thoughts in resp. of 2 or 3
questions which have risen about her: viz. 1. Whither her
distemper be reale or counterfiet: I shall say no more to that
but this, the great strength appearing in them, & great
weaknesse after them, will disclaime the contrary opinion: for
tho a person may counterfiet much yet such a strength is beyond
the force of dissimulation: 2. Whither her distemper bee
naturall or Diabolicall, I suppose the premises will strongly
enough conclude the latter, yet I will adde these 2 further
arguments: 
1. the actings of convulsion, which these come nearest to, are
(as parsons acquainted with them observe) in many, yea the most
essentiall parts of them quite contrary to these actings: 
2. Shee hath no wayes wasted in body, or strength by all these
fits, though soe dreadfulle, but gathered flesh exceedinglye, &
hath her naturall strength when her fits are off, for the most
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part: 
3. Whither the Devill did really speake in her: to that point
which some have much doubted of, thus much I will say to
countermand this apprehension: 
1. The manner of expression I diligently observed, & could not
perceive any organ, any instrument of speech (which the
philosopher makes mention of) to have any motion at all, yea her
mouth was sometimes shut without opening sometimes open without
shutting or moving, & then both I & others saw her tongue (as
it used to bee when shee was in some fits, when speechlesse)
turned up circularly to the roofe of her mouth. 
2. the labial letters, divers of which were used by her, viz.
B.M.P. which cannot bee naturally expressed without motion of
the lips, which must needs come within our ken, if observed,
were uttered without any such motion, shee had used only
Lingualls, Gutturalls &c: the matter might have bin more
suspicious: 
3. the reviling termes then used, were such as shee never used
before nor since, in all this time of her being thus taken: yea,
hath bin alwayes observed to speake respectively concerning mee; 
4. They were expressions which the devill (by her confession)
aspersed mee, & others withall, in the houre of temptation,
particularly shee had freely acknowledged that the Devill was
wont to appear to her in the house of God & divert her mind, &
charge her shee should not give eare to what the Blacke coated
roage spake: 
5. wee observed when the voice spake, her throat was swelled
formidably as big at least as ones fist: These arguments I shall
leave to the censure of the Judicious: 
4. whither shee have covenanted with the Devill or noe: I thinke
this is a case unanswerable, her declarations have been soe
contradictorye, one to another, that wee know not what to make
of them & her condition is such as administers many doubts;
charity would hope the best, love would alsoe feare the worst,
but thus much is cleare, shee is an object of pitye, & I desire
that all that heare of her would compassionate her forlorne
state, Shee is (I question not) a subject of hope, & thererfore
all meanes ought to bee used for her recoverye, Shee is a
monument of divine severitye, & the Lord grant that all that see
or heare, may feare & tremble: Amen. 
S.W.

Thomas Brattle of Boston, who would be active in 1692 in exposing the shortcomings of the witch cases in 
Salem, Massachusetts, has also filed a description of this case:

I cannot but admire [wonder] that these afflicted
persons should be so much countenanced and encouraged
in their accusations as they are: I often think of the
Groton woman, that was afflicted, an account of which
we have in print [referring to the Reverend Willard’s
sermon as printed in his USEFUL INSTRUCTIONS FOR A PROFESSING
PEOPLE IN TIMES OF GREAT SECURITY AND DEGENERACY: DELIVERED IN
SEVERAL SERMONS ON SOLEMN OCCASIONS], and is a most certain
truth, not to be doubted of. I shall only say, that
there was as much ground, in the hour of it, to
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countenance the said Groton woman, and to apprehend and
imprison, on her accusations, as there is now to
countenance these afflicted persons, and to apprehend
and imprison on their accusations. But furthermore, it
is worthy of our deepest consideration, that in the
conclusion, (after multitudes have been imprisoned, and
many have been put to death), these afflicted persons
should own that all was a mere fancy and delusion of the
devil’s, as the Groton woman did own and acknowledge
with respect to herself; if, I say, in after times, this
be acknowledged by them, how can the justices, judges,
or any else concerned in these matters, look back upon
these things without the greatest of sorrow and grief
imaginable? I confess to you, it makes me tremble when
I seriously consider of this thing. I have heard that
the chief judge has expressed himself very hardly of the
accused woman at Groton, as though he believed her to
be a witch to this day: but by such as knew the said
woman, this is judged a very uncharitable opinion of the
said judge, and I do not understand that any are
proselyted thereto.

Thomas Hutchinson’s HISTORY OF THE PROVINCE OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY, published in Boston in 1767, 
would also comment on this case:

In 1671, Elizabeth Knapp, another ventriloqua, alarmed
the people of Groton in much the same manner as Ann Cole
had done those of Hartford; but her daemon was not so
cunning, for instead of confining himself to old women,
he rail’d at the good minister of the town and other
persons of good character, and the people could not then
be prevailed on to believe him, but believed the girl,
when she confessed she had been deluded, and that the
devil had tormented her in the shape of good persons;
and so she escaped the punishment due to her fraud and
imposture.

Samuel G. Drake’s ANNALS OF WITCHCRAFT IN NEW ENGLAND, published in Boston in 1869, would also 
comment on this case:

This Story has been given to show how, in those Times, a
tolerably severe Case of Hysterics could be magnified by those
who had an exceedingly large Maggot of Credulity in their
Brains. Groton is only thirty-three Miles from Boston, but the
Story, in travelling even that short Distance, had no Doubt
swollen into such Proportions, as to have but a faint Likeness
to the Original. 
The Condition of Elizabeth Knap was probably very similar to
that of Elizabeth Barton (the Holy Maid of Kent), who, for her
Pretensions to Inspiration, “Convulsions and strange Motions of
Body,” was put to Death in the Time of Henry the Eighth, 1584.
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Friend Daniel Gould of Newport became a Representative (at this point the government of the colony of Rhode 
Island had come under control of the Quakers).

In Newport, Rhode Island, Katherine Palmer, who had several times been accused of witchcraft, filed a charge 
of libel against an accuser.

1672
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Eunice Cole was again accused of witchcraft in Hampton, New Hampshire, and this time there was a formal 
trial followed by an acquittal.

Anna Edmunds was brought before a court on an accusation of witchcraft in Lynn, Massachusetts. We don’t 
know what happened there.

When a woman of the Messenger family was accused of witchcraft in Windsor, Connecticut, she filed a 
countercharge of slander.

1673
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There was a secession from the Baptist congregation in Horse-lie-down that resulted in the formation of the 
Old Kent Road congregation.

John Josselyn’s ACCOUNT OF TWO VOYAGES TO NEW-ENGLAND.27

27. A text Henry Thoreau would be frequently citing, involving 17th-Century inventories of American resources.
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... Narragansets-Bay, within which Bay is Rhode-
Island a Harbour for the Shunamitish Brethren, 
as the Saints-Errant, the Quakers who are rather 
to be esteemed Vagabonds than religious persons, 
&c.
... Quakers they whip, banish, and hang if they 
return again. Anabaptists they imprison, fine and 
weary out.
... There are none that beg in the Countrey, but 
there be Witches too many, bottle-bellied Witches 
amongst the Quakers, and others that produce 
many strange apparations if you will believe 
report, of a Shallop at Sea man’d with women....

NARRAGANSETT BAY

RHODE ISLAND

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

BAPTISTS

WITCHES

JOHN JOSSELYN’S
TWO VOYAGES

JOHN JOSSELYN’S
CHRONOLOGY
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Early in the year: Mary Parsons was again accused of witchcraft in Northampton, Massachusetts. She was tried and 
acquitted.

1675
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Mary Ingham was tried on a charge of witchcraft in Scituate, Massachusetts and acquitted.

1676
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The skeptical Reverend Dr. John Webster’s THE DISPLAYING OF SUPPOSED WITCHCRAFT (London).

When Alice Young Beamon, a daughter of the Alse Young who had in 1647 been hanged as a witch in 
Hartford, was herself accused in this year of witchcraft in nearby Springfield, Massachusetts, she filed a 
countercharge of slander. 

1677
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A female of the Burr family was accused of witchcraft in Wethersfield, Connecticut and filed a countercharge 
of slander.

1678
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We have a record that in Northampton, Massachusetts during this year, a complaint of witchcraft was filed and 
some formal step such as petition or deposition was taken towards prosecution, but we have no record of 
anything further.

Caleb Powell was tried on a charge of witchcraft in Newbury, Massachusetts and acquitted. Elizabeth Morse 
was also tried there, and she was convicted, but her verdict was then reversed.
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Rachel Fuller, Isabella Towle, and Eunice Cole (she had been accused before) were tried on charges of 
witchcraft in Hampton, New Hampshire, and acquitted. Bridget Oliver (she was also known as Bridget Bishop, 
and would be hanged in Salem village in 1692) was accused of witchcraft in Salem village (now Danvers), 
Massachusetts. We know that there was an indictment or presentment in which she was required to appear 
before a court preliminary to trial, but we don’t know what happened after that. Margaret Gifford was accused 
of witchcraft in Lynn, Massachusetts. We know that there was an indictment or presentment in which she was 
required to appear before a court preliminary to trial, but we don’t know what happened after that.
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Mary Hale was tried on a charge of witchcraft in Boston, Massachusetts, and acquitted.

Joseph Glanvil’s SADUCISMUS TRIUMPHATUS: OR FULL AND PLAIN EVIDENCE CONCERNING WITCHES 
AND APPARITIONS. THE FIRFT PART THEREOF CONTEINING PHILOFOPHICAL CONFIDERATIONS, WHICH 
DEFEND THEIR POSSIBILITY. WHEREUNTO IS ADDED, THE TRUE AND GENUINE NOTION, AND CONFIFTENT 
EXPLICATION OF THE NATURE OF A SPIRIT, FOR THE MOST FULL CONFIRMATION OF THE POSSIBILITY OF 
THEIR EXISTENCE was “Printed for F. Collins at his Shop under the Temple Church” in London:

The Salem witchcraft trials would begin in about a decade, in 1692, and this publication, known colloquially 
as GLANVIL’S WITCHES, may well have been an influence. Note the description of using “bolts” to shackle 
supposed witches in order to protect potential victims, a method that would in fact be used during the witch 
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trials in Salem:

We can look at the visual image opposite the title page and imagine how influential such presentations may 
have been, early in the print era before the eyes of readers began to glaze due to overload. The book is divided 
into two parts, first arguing that there is a Scriptural basis for belief in witches and witchcraft, and then 
detailing other evidences for the presence of witches among us:
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A pamphlet was belatedly published for William Shrewsbery at the Bible in London’s Duck-Lane, A TRYAL 
OF WITCHES AT THE ASSIZES HELD AT BURY ST. EDMONDS FOR THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK; ON THE TENTH 
DAY OF MARCH, 1664. BEFORE SIR MATTHEW HALE KT. THEN LORD CHIEF BARON OF HIS MAJEFTIES COURT 
OF EXCHQUER. TAKEN BY A PERFON THEN ATTENDING THE COURT.

When Hannah Jones was accused of witchcraft in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, we know she was brought 
before the courts preliminary to trial but know of no further action being taken by the authorities. There was 
also in this year such an accusation in Hartford, Connecticut and such an accusation in Kittery, Maine, but in 
these cases as well we know of no further action being taken by the authorities (it’s not always, everywhere 
that Americans lack any sense of decency and restraint).
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The name of one of the Massachusetts judges over witches was Bartholomew Godney:

James Fuller was tried on a charge of witchcraft in Springfield, Massachusetts and acquitted. 

When a female of the Travally family was accused of witchcraft in Southampton, New York, she filed a 
countercharge of slander.

Nicholas Desborough owned 50 acres near Hartford, Connecticut that had been awarded to him as a result of 
his services in the colonial war of the English against the Pequot tribe. When a “chest of cloaths” went missing, 
Nicholas came to be suspected by his neighbor, the owner of that missing chest, of having indulged in “things 
beyond the course of nature,” which is to say, his neighbor came to suspect him of the witchcraft of having 
made this chest disappear. This credulous neighbor, and his credulous friends, retaliated with “nimble hands” 
by pitching stones, turves, and corncobs at Desborough’s home, and pitching such things at Nicholas himself 
when they could catch him out and about. This unneighborly conduct went on for some time and eventually 
some of the Desborough property was torched in a fire that had been “in an unknown way kindled.” Well guess 
what, that missing “chest of cloaths” somehow reappeared, so the chest owner and his friends were able to 
discontinue their attacks upon the suspected neighborhood witch, Nicholas Desborough. The credulous 
Reverend Cotton Mather would remark, in his THAUMATOGRAPHIA PNEUMATICA or remarkable histories of 
molestations by evil spirits, not that these neighbors had been evil-spirited, but that Nicholas Desborough 
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obviously was indeed a witch, for “upon the restoring of the cloaths, the trouble ceased.” 

May 22, Tuesday (Old Style): Mary Reeves Webster, a post-menopausal daughter of Thomas Reeves of Springfield, 
Massachusetts who although she had been married to William Webster is not known to have had any children, 
and who was serving the community of Hadley, Massachusetts as a hog-reeve, was “sent downe upon suspition 
of witchcraft & Committed to prison in order to hir tryall” (on September 4th in Boston, she would be 
acquitted).

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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27th of 12th month, 5th day (Old Style): A witch trial was held in Chester in Pennsylvania, before Friend William 
Penn. 

This woman was being charged with injuring children and bewitching cattle. She was found guilty, not of 
witchcraft, but “of having the common fame of a witch,” and was sent out of the court under the care of her 
friends. This is the manner in which the affair would later be ratiocinated by a Pennsylvania historian:

Margaret Mattson and Yeshro Hendrickson, (Swedish women) who had
been accused as witches on the 7th inst. were cited to their
trial; on which occasion there were present, as their judges,
Governor William Penn and his council, James Harrison, William
Biles, Lasse Cock, William Haigne, C. Taylor, William Clayton
and Thomas Holmes. The Governor having given the Grand Jury
their charge, they found the bill! The testimony of the
witnesses before their Petit Jury is recorded. Such of the Jury
as were absent were fined forty shillings each. Margaret Mattson
being arraigned, “she pleads not guilty, and will be tried by
the country.” Sundry witnesses were sworn, and many vague
stories told —as that she bewitched calves, geese, &c., &c.,—
that oxen were rather above her malignant powers, but which
reached all other cattle. The daughter of Margaret Mattson was
said to have expressed her convictions of her mother being a
witch. And the reported say-so’s of the daughter were given in
evidence. The dame Mattson “denieth Charles Ashcom’s attestation
at her soul, and saith where is my daughter? let her come and
say so,” — “the prisoner denieth all things, and saith that the
witness speaks only by hear say.” 

Governor Penn finally charged the Jury, who brought in a verdict
sufficiently ambiguous and ineffective for such a dubious
offence, saying they find her “guilty of having the common fame
of a witch, but not guilty in the manner and form as she stands
indicted.” They, however, take care to defend the good people
from their future malfaisance by exacting from each of them
security for good behaviour for six months. A decision
infinitely more wise than hanging or drowning! They had each of
them husbands, and Lasse Cock served as interpreter for Mrs.
Mattson. The whole of this trial may be seen in detail in my
[John Watson’s] MS ANNALS, page 506, in the Historical Society.
By this judicious verdict we as Pennsylvanians have probably
escaped the odium of Salem. It is not, however, to be concealed
that we had a law standing against witches; and it may possibly
exonerate us in part, and give some plea for the trial itself,
to say it was from a precedent by statute of King James I. That

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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act was held to be part of our law by an act of our provincial
Assembly, entitled “an act against conjuration, witchcraft and
dealing with evil and wicked spirits.” It says therein, that the
act of King James I, “shall be put in execution in this province,
and be of like force and effect as if the same were here repeated
and enacted!” So solemnly and gravely sanctioned as was that act
of the king, what could we as colonists do! Our act as above was
confirmed in all its parts, by the dignified council of George
II., in the next year after its passage here, in the presence
of eighteen peers, including the great duke of Marlborough
himself!28 The superstition, such as it was, may have been deemed
the common sin of the day. The enlightened Judge Hale himself
fell into its belief.

28. Nor was the dread of witchcraft an English failing only. We may find enough of it in France also; for six hundred persons were 
executed there for that alleged crime in 1609! In 1634, Grandiere, a priest of Loudun, was burnt for bewitching a whole convent of 
nuns! In 1654, twenty women were executed in Bretagne for their witcheries!
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The Reverend Cotton Mather’s LATE MEMORABLE PROVIDENCES RELATING TO WITCHCRAFTS AND 
POSSESSIONS (in this the right reverend transferred the term “Americans” from red natives to white colonists).

“As the star of the Indian descended, 
that of the Puritans rose ever higher.”

— Tourtellot, Arthur Bernon, THE CHARLES,
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1941, page 63
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When Mary Reeves Webster of Hadley, Massachusetts was again accused of witchcraft, she filed a 
countercharge of slander.

Things would not go well for this elderly woman. It seems that a while after she returned to Hadley from the 
Boston gaol, some young men of her hometown “dragged her out of the house ... hung her up until she was 
near dead, let her down, rolled her sometime in the snow, and at last buried her in it, and there left her.” She 
would live another 14 years and come to be known as “Half-Hanged Mary,” and would be a feature in the 
following year in the Reverend Cotton Mather’s MEMORABLE PROVIDENCES, RELATING TO WITCHCRAFTS AND 
POSSESSIONS. A FAITHFUL ACCOUNT OF MANY WONDERFUL AND SURPRISING THINGS, THAT HAVE BEFALLEN 
SEVERAL BEWITCHED AND POSSESSED PERSONS IN NEW-ENGLAND. PARTICULARLY, A NARRATIVE OF THE 
MARVELLOUS TROUBLE AND RELEEF EXPERIENCED BY A PIOUS FAMILY IN BOSTON, VERY LATELY AND SADLY 
MOLESTED WITH EVIL SPIRITS. : WHEREUNTO IS ADDED, A DISCOURSE DELIVERED UNTO A CONGREGATION IN 
BOSTON, ON THE OCCASION OF THAT ILLUSTRIOUS PROVIDENCE. : AS ALSO A DISCOURSE DELIVERED UNTO 
THE SAME CONGREGATION; ON THE OCCASION OF AN HORRIBLE SELF-MURDER COMMITTED IN THAT TOWN. : 
WITH AN APPENDIX, IN VINDICATION OF A CHAPTER IN A LATE BOOK OF REMARKABLE PROVIDENCES, FROM 
THE CALUMNIES OF A QUAKER AT PEN-SILVANIA.

Among those Judgments of God, which are a great Deep, I suppose
few are more unfathomable than this, That pious and holy men
suffer sometimes by the Force of horrid Witchcrafts, and hellish
Witches are permitted to break thorough the Hedge which our
Heavenly Father has made about them that seek Him. I suppose the
Instances of this direful thing are Seldom; but that they are
not Never we can produce very dismal Testimony. One, and that
no less Recent than Awful, I shall now offer: and the Reader of
it will thereby learn, I hope, to work out his own Salvation
with Fear and Trembling.

SECT. I. Mr. Philip Smith, aged about Fifty years, a Son of
eminently vertuous Parents, a Deacon of the Church at Hadley, a
Member of our General Court, an Associate in their County Court,
a Select-man for the affairs of the Town, a Lieutenant in the
Troop, and, which crowns all, a man for Devotion and Gravity,
and all that ?◊?Honest, exceeding exemplary; Such a man. In the
Winter of the Year, 1684. was murdered with an hideous
Witchcraft, which filled all those parts with a just
astonishment. This was the manner of the Murder.
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SECT. II. He was concerned about Relieving the Indigencies of a
wretched woman in the Town; who being dissatisfied at some of
his just cares about her, expressed her self unto him in such a
manner, that he declared himself apprehensive of receiving
mischief at her hands; he said, he doubted she would attempt his
Hurt.

SECT. III. About the beginning of January he began to be very
Valetudinarious, labouring under those that seemed Ischiadick
pains. As his Illness increased on him, so his Goodness
increased in him; the standers-by could in him see one ripening
apace for another world; and one filled not only with Grace to
an high degree, but also with Exceeding Joy. Such Weanedness
from, and Weariness of the World, he shew’d that he knew not (he
said) whether he might pray for his continuance here. Such
Assurance had he of the Divine Love unto him, that in Raptures
he would cry out, Lord, stay thy hand, it is enough, it is more
than thy frail servant can bear! But in the midst of these
things, he uttered still an hard suspicion, That the ill Woman
who had threatned him, had made impressions on him.

SECT. IV. While he remained yet of a sound mind he very sedately,
but very solemnly charged his Brother to look well after him.
Tho’ he said he now understood himself, yet he knew not how he
might be; but be sure (said he) to ?◊? care of me for you shall
see strange things, There shal be a wonder in Hadley! I shall
not be dead when it is thought I am! This Charge he pressed over
and over; and afterwards became Delirious.

SECT. V. Being become Delirious, he had a Speech Incessant and
Voluble beyond all imagination, and this in divers Tones and
sundry voices and (as was thought) in various languages.

SECT. VI. He cryed out not only of fore pain, but also of sharp
Pins, pricking of him sometimes in his Toe, sometimes in his
Arm, as if there had been hundreds of them. But the people upon
search never found any more than One.

SECT. VII. In his Distresses he exclaimed very much upon the
Woman afore-mentioned naming her, and some others, and saying,
Do you not see them; There, There, There they stand.

SECT. VIII. There was a strong smell of something like Musk,
which was divers times in the Room where he was, and in the other
Rooms, and without the House; of which no cause could be rendred.
The sick-man as well as others complained of it; and once
particularly it so siez’d an Apple Roasting at the Fire that
they were forced to throw it away.

SECT. IX. Some that were about him being almost at their wits
end, by beholding the greatness and the strangeness of his
Calamities did three or sometimes in one Night, ?◊? an give
Disturbance to the Woman that we have spoken of: all the while
they were doing of it, the good man was at ease, and slept as a
weary man; and these were all the times they perceived him to
take any sleep at all.

SECT. X. A small Galley-Pot of Alkermes, that was near full, and
carefully look’t after, yet unto the surprize of the people, was
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quite emptied, so that the sick man could not have the Benefit
of it.

SECT. XI. Several persons that sat by him, heard a Scratching,
that seem’d to be on the Ticking near his feet, while his Feet
lay wholly still; nay, were held in the hands of others, and his
hands were far of another way.

SECT. XII. Sometimes Fire was seen on the Bed, or the Covering,
and when the Beholders began to discourse of it, it would vanish
away.

SECT. XIII. Diverse people felt something often stir in the Bed,
at some distance from his Body. To appearance, the thing that
stirr’d was as big as a Cat: some try’d to lay hold on it with
their hands, but under the Covering nothing could be found. A
discreet and sober Woman, resting on the Beds Feet, felt as it
were a Hand, the Thumb and the Finger of it, taking her by the
side, and giving her a Pinch; but turning to see What it might
be, nothing was to be seen.

SECT. XIV. The Doctor standing by the sick man, and seeing him
ly still, he did himself try to lean on the Beds-head; but he
found the Bed to shake so, that his head was often knocked
against the Post, though he strove to hold it still; and others
upon Tryal found the same. Also, the sick man lying too near the
side of the Bed, a very strong and stout man, try’d to lift him
a little further into the Bed; but with all his might he could
not; tho’ trying by ’nd by, he could lift a Bed-stead, with a
Bed, and man lying on it, all, without any strain to himself at
all.

SECT. XV. Mr. Smith dyes. The Jury that viewed the corpse, found
a Swelling on one Breast, which rendered it like a Womans. His
Privities were wounded or burned. On his back, besides Bruises,
there were several pricks, or holes, as if done with Awls or Pins

SECT. XVI. After the Opinion of all had pronounc’d him dead, his
Countenance continued as Lively as if he had been Alive; his
Eyes closed as in a slumber; and his neither Jaw not falling
down. Thus he remained from Satureday morning about Sun-rise,
till Sabbath Day in the After-noon. When those that took him out
of the Bed sound him still Warm. though the season was as Cold
as had almost been known in an Age. On the Night after the
Sabbath, his Countenance was yet as fresh as before; but on
Monday Morning, they found the Face extremely mumified and
discoloured; ’twas black and blue, & fresh blood seem’d to run
down his Cheek in the Hairs.

SECT. XVII. The night after he died, a very credible person,
watching of the Corpse, perceived the Bed to move and Stir, more
than once; but by no means could find out the cause of it.

SECT. XVIII. The second night, some that were preparing for the
Funeral, do say, That they heard diverse Noises in the Rooms
where the Corpse lay; as though there had been a great Removing
and Clattering of Stools & chairs.

Upon the whole, it appeared unquestionable that Witchcraft had
brought a period unto the life of so good a man.
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October 3, Saturday (Old Style): Rebecca Fowler was tried as a witch in Calvert, Maryland.
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Clergymen such as the Reverend Increase Mather and his son the Reverend Cotton Mather were not merely 
opposed to English interference with their Puritan state but also of course opposed to witches and/or Quakers 
and/or pirates. When the infamous James Morgan was hanged for piracy in this year in Boston, the father, the 
Reverend Increase Mather, preached the execution sermon to a crowd of some 5,000 people who had 
assembled from afar to celebrate such a grand event — some of these people had been in town for a week 
waiting patiently, having journeyed from as far as the valley of the Connecticut River.
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Edmond Halley saw one of his meteorological maps, of the prevailing wind currents over the oceans, 
published as the 1st weather map ever.

Another first in this year was the 1st survey of Nashobah Plantation near Concord. The surveyor was Samuel 
Danforth and the survey was not fully completed, the northern limit not being measured but being merely 
assumed to be four miles in length. The primary purpose of the survey was not accuracy but rather to mark out 
the eastern half of the reservation which had just been purchased by two local white men, Peter Bulkley of 
Concord (not the Reverend Peter Bulkeley, who had died in 1659, but a descendant) and Major Thomas 
Henchman of Chelmsford, who had paid a total of £70 to Kehonosquaw (Sarah Doublett) and the surviving 
sister of the old sachem John Tahattawan and Naanishcow (the teacher John Thomas) with his spouse 
Naanasquaw.

In Concord, John Flint continued to be the Town Clerk.

In Concord, Edward Oakes was deputy and representative to the General Court.

Note that according to the history of Concord published in 1835 by Lemuel Shattuck (A HISTORY OF THE 
TOWN OF CONCORD;...), nothing of any great importance was going to happen in Concord for the following 
half century:

During the fifty subsequent years few important events mark the
history of the town. The generation who first emigrated from
England had nearly all departed, and others taken their places;
but with habits and education somewhat different from their
fathers and peculiar to their own period. Compelled to labor
hard to supply their own necessities, parents had little time
or ability to educate their children and the people generally
were, in consequence, less enlightened than the first settlers.
More signed legal instruments by their marks at this than at any
other period. Their history (and such is the history of the
country generally) exhibits this as the dark age of New England.
Superstition and supposed witchcraft now prevailed. Concord,
however, was not a bewitched town; it never took a part in that
horrible delusion. The increase in numbers, wealth and
intellectual improvement of the people, was subsequently slow
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Friend George Keith ran the initial survey to mark out the border between West Jersey and East Jersey.

Clergymen such as the Reverend Increase Mather and his son the Reverend Cotton Mather regarded the 
royally imposed “Dominion for New England” as the death of their dream for a Puritan state under the thumb 
of persons of their own ilk. In this crisis, of course, not being able to attack England and needing somebody to 
attack, they attacked the ever-handy members of the Religious Society of Friends, and hence it is that we have:

• The Reverend Increase Mather’s AN ESSAY FOR THE RECORDING OF ILLUSTRIOUS PROVIDENCE

• The Reverend Cotton Mather’s MEMORABLE PROVIDENCES RELATING TO WITCHCRAFTS AND 
POSSESSIONS A FAITHFUL ACCOUNT OF MANY WONDERFUL AND SURPRISING THINGS THAT 
HAVE BEFALLEN SEVERAL BEWITCHED AND POSSESED PERSONS IN NEW-ENGLAND, 
PARTICULARLY A NARRATIVE OF THE MARVELLOUS TROUBLE AND RELEEF EXPERIENCED BY A 
PIOUS FAMILY IN BOSTON, VERY LATELY AND SADLY MOLESTED WITH EVIL SPIRITS : 
WHEREUNTO IS ADDED A DISCOURSE DELIVERED UNTO A CONGREGATION IN BOSTON ON THE 
OCCASION OF THAT ILLUSTRIOUS PROVIDENCE : AS ALSO A DISCOURSE DELIVERED UNTO THE 
SAME CONGREGATION ON THE OCCASION OF AN HORRIBLE SELF-MURDER COMMITTED IN THE 
TOWN : WITH AN APPENDIX IN VINDICATION OF A CHAPTER IN A LATE BOOK OF REMARKABLE 
PROVIDENCES FROM THE CALUMNIES OF A QUAKER AT PEN-SILVANIA / WRITTEN BY COTTON 
MATHER … AND RECOMMENDED BY THE MINISTERS OF BOSTON AND CHARLESTON was 
printed at Boston in N. England, by R.P., to be sold by Joseph Brunning ….

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
This image of the Reverend Cotton Mather is a 1728 mezzotint done by Peter Pelham.

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Ipswich granted to itself the birthright to be forever known (within its town borders :-) as The Birthplace of 

American Independence, as its citizens protested a tax that Royal Governor Sir Edmund Andros attempted to 
impose on the Bay colony. The Ipswich residents were led by the Reverend John Wise in the making of this 
protest, arguing that as Englishmen they could not abide taxation without representation. They were of course 
jailed and fined for such action, but in 1689 Andros would be called back to England and the colonists would 
receive a fresh charter from the new sovereigns, King William and Queen Mary.

One of the things that the people of the Massachusetts Bay Colony held against Sir Edmund was that he had 
been, at the Boston Town House, tolerating the celebration of Christmas — the Puritan colonists having no 

1687
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tolerance for such Papist drunkenness.

In about this year Rachel Clinton was being brought before an Ipswich court on an accusation of witchcraft, 
but we don’t have a record that there was any further action.

ESSENCE IS BLUR.  SPECIFICITY, 
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE, 

IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.
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Annie “Goody” Glover of Salem, an Irish immigrant to Boston, Massachusetts, was tried for witchcraft and 
convicted. She confessed to the charges and would be hanged.

Another woman was complained against in Boston, in this same year, and some formal step such as petition 
or deposition was taken toward prosecuting her also for witchcraft, and the woman was required to appear 
before a court as a preliminary to a witch trial, but in fact in this 2d case the trial never would take place. A 3d 
and a 4th woman were similarly accused, but there seems to have been no action at all in regard to these 3d 

1688
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and 4th accusations.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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November 15, Monday (November 5, Old Style): Annie “Goody” Glover of Salem, the Irish immigrant who had 
confessed and been found guilty of witchcraft, was hanged on Boston Neck.

The fleet of William, Prince of Orange arrived at Tor Bay on the coast of the English Channel and his army 
began to disembark. 

The relevant news item, per the journal of John Evelyn:

Being the anniversary of the powder plot, our Viccar preach’d on 76. Psal. 10. by divers 
Instances: shewing the disasters & punishments overtaking perfidious designes.
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A female was again accused of witchcraft in Boston, Massachusetts. Again there is no record of court action.

When a woman of the Bowden family was accused of witchcraft in New Haven, Connecticut, she filed a 
countercharge of slander.

1689
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The Reverend Cotton Mather preached a sermon on witchcraft that would be pirated and included in a Boston 
publication, MEMORABLE PROVIDENCES RELATING TO WITCHCRAFTS AND POSSESSIONS.

In Concord, a town that was never in any way involved in the New England witchcraft hysteria, at this point 
Thomas Brown was Town Clerk.

Samuel Parris was ordained as the first minister of Salem village (not the present Salem town, but what is now 
Danvers).29

29. Samuel Parris of Salem, son of Thomas Parris of London, had been educated at Harvard College but had left before graduation. 
He had been of the first church at Boston, had become a freeman during 1683, and in this year was preaching at Salem village (now 
Danvers), where he was ordained on November 15, 1689 as the first minister. He would be fired from his job as minister during 
June 1696, and would be for two or three years a preacher at Stow, but in 1700 he would be in Watertown MA, with a license as a 
retailer, and soon afterward he would move to Concord, where he would continue during 1705 to engage in trade, but unprofitably, 
and afterward he would preach for a few months at Dunstable MA during 1711. His wife Dorothy Parris would die on September 
6, 1719 and he would die on February 29, 1720 at Sudbury. In his will, probated on March 28, 1720, he would mention his father 
Thomas Parris, his uncle John Parris, his daughters Elizabeth Parris Barnard, the wife of Benjamin Barnard, Dorothy Parris Brown, 
born August 28, 1700 and the wife of Hopestill Brown, and Mary Parris Bent, born during 1703, married during 1727 with Peter 
Bent, and two sons Samuel Parris, born at Watertown MA on January 9, 1702 and baptized on March 1, 1702; and Noyes Parris, 
born on August 22, 1699, Harvard 1721, both minors. (There is also a record of a Samuel Parris of Boston who by his wife Elizabeth 
had Thomas Parris, born on October 25, 1681; Elizabeth Parris, born on November 28, 1682; and Susanna Parris, born on January 
9, 1688, and perhaps this man left Boston and became that unhappy minister at Salem.)
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With the beginning of King William’s War (until 1697), the French wanted the Abenaki and Penacook warriors 
to remain in Canada to defend Québec, but these refugee tribes had become eager to take their vengeance upon 
the English who had so badly abused them in previous generations. War parties from St. Francois, Bécancour, 
and Missisquoi headed south. Ampolack, a Pennacook war chief from St. Francois, was leading raids against 
the English settlements in the Connecticut Valley. Kancamagus joined with the Saco to attack Dover NH and, 
when an English army went after him, retreated north into the remotenesses of the upper Androscoggin Valley 
in Maine. The small groups of Pennacook on the upper Merrimack tried to remain neutral, but this wasn’t easy. 
In 1687 false rumors had been spreading among the English of a French fort being created near the Pennachook 
settlements on the upper Merrimack River. Despite their assurances that they were neutral and despite an offer 
in 1689 to relocate nearer to the English settlements, the Pennachook were under constant danger of an English 
decimation. Meanwhile, war parties out of Canada were using their river villages as rest stops on their way to 
and from raids in New England. Their situation had become just impossible. Eventually, most of these neutral 
Pennacook would need to withdraw to Lake Champlain and Cowass (Sokoki) for the duration of the war.30
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March 18, Monday (1689, Old Style): A little girl, Mercy Short, watched Abenaki warriors slaughter her father, her 
mother, and three of her brothers in their home in the frontier New Hampshire town of Salmon Falls. 
She would be trotted off into Canada to be held as a hostage for ransom. On the long march north, she would 
see them chop a 5-year-old to bits, and scalp another young girl, and she would stand with her hands tied and 
witness another captive being tied naked to a stake and tortured with fire before having pieces of himself 
slashed off and thrown with his blood into his face. 

One may wonder what mental condition this little girl would be in, after her ransom — when she would find 
herself in the Salem, Massachusetts area, not in “safety” in “civilization” but in the midst of a horrific scare 
about witches and demons!31

30. Professor Mary Beth Norton of Cornell University points out in her IN THE DEVIL’S SNARE: THE SALEM WITCHCRAFT CRISIS 
OF 1692 that the girls who were initially affected by “witchcraft” in Salem, Massachusetts were refugees from the Indian wars of 
Maine. She points out that two little-known wars were fought, one between 1676 and 1678 and the other between 1688 and 1699, 
with the English residents suffered greatly at the hands of the Wabanaki and their French allies. She avers that in 1676 and again in 
1690, the English settlements of Maine were virtually abandoned, and that that area would not again be settled for decades.

1690
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31. After a hostile  encounter a couple of years later, in 1892, with Sarah Good, one of the accused in Salem, this Mercy Short would 
experience an apparition of the Devil, who would appear to her in the form of a man of “Tawny” or “Indian” color.
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T. Parkhurst and J. Salusbury of London printed Richard Baxter (1615-1691)’s THE CERTAINTY OF THE 
WORLDS OF SPIRITS. FULLY EVINCED BY THE UNQUESTIONABLE HISTORIES OF APPARITIONS, OPERATIONS, 
WITCHCRAFTS, VOICES, & C. PROVING THE IMMORTALITY OF SOULS, THE MALICE AND MISERY OF THE DEVILS, 
AND THE DAMNED, AND THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE JUSTIFIED. WRITTEN FOR THE CONVICTION OF SADDUCES 
& INFIDELS.

Mary Randall was brought before the court on an accusation of witchcraft in Northampton, Massachusetts. We 
don’t know how the case came out. 

Mary Hale was brought before the court on an accusation of witchcraft in Boston, Massachusetts. The accused 
had been in court on similar charges before. We don’t know how the case came out.

By this year a Huguenot named Peter Faneuil, from La Rochelle, had settled in Boston. His descendant 
Andrew Faneuil, merchant, would establish a warehouse on the corner of Merchants Row.

The house in which Benjamin Franklin would be born had probably been partly rebuilt after the fire of 
September 16th in the previous year. The house occupied the corner of High Street (later called Marlborough 
Street, and after 1789, called Washington Street) and Milk Street, on the southern side of Milk Street. The Old 
South Church was just across from this home, that is, on the north side of Milk Street (Milk Street ended at 
High Street). The southwesterly end of the lot contained a well shared with neighbor Jonathan Balston. 
The last inhabitant of the Reynolds/Franklin house would describe it, some years after it had been demolished, 
in the following manner: 

Its front upon the street was rudely clapboarded, and the sides
and rear were protected from the inclemencies of a New England
climate by large rough shingles. On the street it measured about
twenty feet; and on the sides (the westerly of which was bounded
by the passageway, and contained the doorway approached, by two
steps) the extreme length of the building, including a wooden
lean-to used as a kitchen, was about thirty feet. In height the
house was about three stories, the upper being an attic, which
presented a pointed gable towards the street. In front, the

1691
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second story and attic projected somewhat into the street over
the principal story on the ground floor. On the lower floor of
the main house there was one room only. This, which probably
served the Franklins as a parlor and sitting-room, and also for
the family eating-room, was about twenty feet square, and had
two windows upon the street; and it had, also, one upon the
passageway, so near the corner as to give the inmates a good
view of Washington Street. Besides these windows there had been
others in the days of its early proprietors which opened upon
the easterly side of the house, the seats of which were retained
until the destruction of the building. In the centre of the
southerly side of the room was one of those noted large
fireplaces, situated in a most capacious chimney, which are so
well remembered as among the comforts of old houses; on the left
of this was a spacious closet, and on the right, the door
communicating with a small entry in which were the stairs to the
rooms above and the cellar, the latter of which was accessible
to the street through one of the old-fashioned cellar doors,
situated partly in the sidewalk. On the ground floor, connecting
with the sitting-room through the entry, was situated the
kitchen, in a ten-foot addition to the rear part of the main
building [the 8-square-foot addition by Josiah Franklin?]. The
only windows from this part of the house looked back upon a
vacant lot of land in the extreme rear of the lot which served
as a yard and a garden plot. The second story originally
contained but one chamber and in this the windows, door,
fireplace and closet were similar in number and position to
those in the parlor beneath it. The attic was also, originally,
one unplastered room, and had a window in front on the street,
and two common attic windows, one on each side of the roof, near
the back part of it.

Winter: Housebound during the cold season, Betty Parris, age 9, the daughter of the Reverend Samuel Parris of the 
Salem Village church, and her cousin Abigail Williams, age 11, were dropping egg whites into a glass to find 
out what shapes they might be able to perceive in the cloudy liquid. One of them announced that she could 
make out the shape of a coffin. Soon these bored little girls would be joined by Abigail Williams and Ann 
Putnam, and then by Mercy Lewis and Mary Walcott.

December: Some unseen something began to pinch at and scratch at Betty Parris, the daughter of the Reverend Samuel 
Parris of the Salem Village church. The 9-year-old’s body was sent into dramatic contortions. She announced 
that somehow she was being choked.32 Soon she would begin to be able to perceive who or what was invisibly 
doing these things to her. A physician was summoned who, finding no other explanation, suggested that little 
Betty’s malady might be the product of an “Evil Hand.”

32. The little girl was, possibly, taking after her father, for her father was a similar piece of work. For instance, when once a member 
of his congregation had risen in order to close the door to the meetinghouse without first obtaining his permission, the minister 
pronounced that he had thereby been insulted. “The chip doesn’t fall far from the stump.”

SALEM

SALEM

WITCHCRAFT
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The Reverend Cotton Mather, characterized the spiritual condition of New England’s white people as a 
problem of pollution, a problem not of having engaged in a genocide but of their, during their extermination 
campaign of 1675-1676, having had debilitating cultural contact with another race:

“Denial is an integral part of atrocity, and it’s a
natural part after a society has committed genocide.
First you kill, and then the memory of killing is
killed.”
    — Iris Chang, author of THE RAPE OF NANKING

(1997), when the Japanese translation
of her work was canceled by Basic
Books due to threats from Japan,
on May 20, 1999.

“Historical amnesia has always been with us:
we just keep forgetting we have it.”

    — Russell Shorto

1692

We have shamefully Indianized in all these abominable
things.... Our Indian wars are not over yet.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
There’s the little jihad, and then there’s the great jihad....



WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

The Reverend Cotton Mather’s THE WONDERS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD added yet more fagots to the bonfire 
of witchcraft-suspicions.

His THE TRIUMPHS OF THE REFORMED RELIGION.

His PREPARATORY MEDITATIONS UPON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT.

(I’m having difficulty restraining my impulse to make this seem tiresome and repetitive!)

In about this year Matthew Mall, accused of wizardry, was pressed to death. It is not known for sure whether 
Magistrate John Hathorne, ancestor of Nathaniel Hawthorne, was involved in this, but the author would so 
presume, and would in 1851 make use of Mall’s blood curse in his THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES.

Winifred Benham was brought before the court on an accusation of witchcraft in Wallingford, Connecticut but 
nothing happened to him at this point. He, and his son, would be again accused in 1697, and acquitted.

WITCHES
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Mercy Disborough was tried on a charge of witchcraft in Fairfield, Connecticut. She was convicted but was 
then reprieved.

Mistress Mary Staplies was again accused of witchcraft in Fairfield, Connecticut. The jury found no bill, 
despite:

John Tash aged about sixty four or thareabouts saith he
being at Master Laueridges at Newtown on Long Island
aboutt thirty year since Goodman Owen and Goody Owin
desired me to goe with Thomas Stapels wiffe of Fairfield
to Jemeaco on Long Island to the hous of George Woolsy
and as we war going along we cam to a durty slow and
thar the hors blundred in the slow and I mistrusted that
she the said Goody Stapels was off the hors and I was
troubiled in my mind very much soe as I cam back I
thought I would tak better noatis how it was and when I
cam to the slow abovesaid I put on the hors prity sharp
and then I put my hand behind me and felt for her and
she was not upon the hors and as soon as we war out of
the slow she was on the hors behind me boath going and
coming and when I cam home I told thes words to Master
Leveredg that she was a light woman as I judged and I
am redy to give oath to this when leagaly caled tharunto
as witnes my hand.
his [John+Tash] mark
Grenwich July 12, 1692.
John Tash hath given oath to his testimony abovesaid
Before me John Renels Comessener.
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When Mary Harvey and Hannah Harvey were accused of witchcraft in Fairfield, Connecticut, various 
preliminary legal steps were taken, but the jury found no bill and refused to proceed to a trial.

Goody Miller was accused of witchcraft in Fairfield, Connecticut but was not convicted.

Elizabeth Clauson or Clawson of Fairfield, Connecticut was tried on a charge of witchcraft in Stamford and 
acquitted. This was her indictment:

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Elizabeth Clawson wife of Stephen Clawson of Standford in the
country of Fayrefeild in the Colony of Connecticutt thou art
here indicted by the name of Elizabeth Clawson that not haueing
the fear of God before thine eyes thou hast had familiarity with
Satan the grand enemie of God & man & that by his instigation &
help thou hast in a pretematurall way afflicted & done harm to
the bodyes & estates of sundry of his Maties subjects or to some
of them contrary to the peace of or Soueraigne Lord the King &
Queen their crowne & dignity & that on the 25t of Aprill in the
4th yeare of theire Maties reigne & at sundry other times for
which by the law of God & the law of the Colony thou deseruest
to dye.

These were the testimonies that were offered against Elizabeth:

JOSEPH GARNEY — The maid in fits — Joseph’s subterfuge
— ”The black catt” — ”The white dogg” — Witches three

Joseph Garney saith yt being at Danil Wescots uppon occation
sine he went to Hartford while he was gone from home Nathanill
Wiat being with me his maid being at work in the yard in her
right mind soon after fell into a fit. I took her up and caried
her in & laid her upon the bed it was intimated by sum that she
desembled. Nathanel Wiat said with leaue he would make triall
of that leaue was granted and as soon as she was laid upon ye
bed then Wiat asked me for a sharp knife wch I presently took
into my hand then she imediately came to herself and then went
out of ye room into ye other room & so out into ye hen house
then I hard her presently shreek out I ran presently to her and
asked her what is ye matter, she was in such pain she could not
Hue & presently fell into a fit stiff. We carried her in and
laid her upon ye bed and then I got my kniffe ready and fitting
under pretence of doing sum great matter then presently she came
to herselfe & said to me Joseph what are you about to doe I said
I would cutt her & seemed to threten great matters, then she
laid her down upon the bed & said she would confess to us how
it was with her and then said I am possessed with ye deuill and
he apeared to me in ye hen house in ye shape of a black catt &
was ernist with her to be a witch & if she would not he would
tear her in pieces, then she again shreekt out now saith shee I
see him & lookt wistly & said there he is just at this time to
my apearance there seemed to dart in at ye west window a sudden
light across ye room wch did startle and amase me at yt present,
then she tould me yt she see ye deuill in ye shape of a white
dogg, she tould me that ye deuill apeared in ye shape of these
three women namly goody Clawson, goody Miller, & ye woman at
Compo. [Disborough] I asked her how she knew yt it was ye deuill
that appeared in ye shape of these three women she answered he
tould me so. I asked her if she knew that these three women were
witches or no she said she could not tell they might be honest
women for ought she knew or they might be witches.”

. . . . .

Sarah Kecham — Cateron’s seizures — Riding and singing
— English and French — The naked sword
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The testimony of Sarah Kecham. “She saith yt being at Danel
Wescots house Thomas Asten being there Cateron Branch being
there in a fit as they said I asked then how she was they sayth
she hath had noe fits she had bine a riding then I asked her to
ride and then she got to riding. I asked her if her hors had any
name & she called out & said Jack; I then asked her to sing &
then she sunge; I asked her yt if she had sung wt Inglish she
could then sing French and then she sung that wch they called
French. Thomas Astin said he knew that she was bewitched I tould
him I did not beleue it, for I said I did not beleue there was
any witch in the town, he said he knew she was for said he I
haue hard say that if a person were bewitched take a naked sword
and hould ouer them & they will laugh themselues to death & with
yt he took a sword and held ouer her and she laughed extremely.
Then I spoke sumthing whereby I gaue them to understand that she
did so becase she knew of ye sword, whereupon Danil made a sine
to Thomas Austen to hould ye sword again yt she might not know
of it, wch he did & then she did not laugh at all nor chang her
countenance. Further in discourse I hard Daniel Wescot say yt
when he pleased he could take her out of her fits. John Bates
junr being present at ye same time witnesseth to all ye aboue
written.
Ye testers are redy to giue oath to ye aboue written testimony
when called therunto. “Staford ye 7th Septembr 1692.”

. . . . .

ABIGAIL CROSS AND NATHANIEL CROSS — The “garles
desembling” — Daniel Wescot’s wager — The trick that
nobody else could do33

The testimony of Abigail Cross as followith that upon sum
discourse with Danil Wescot about his garles desembling sd
Daniel sd that he would venture both his cows against a calfe
yt she should doe a trick tomorrow morning that no body else
could doe. sd Abigail sd to morrow morning, can you make her do
it when you will; & he said yess when I will I can make her do it.
Nathaneel Cross being present at ye same time testifieth ye same
with his wife.
The above testers say they are redy to giue oath to ye aboue
written testimony when called to it.

. . . . .

SARAH BATES — An effective remedy for fits — Burnt
feathers — Blood letting — The result

The testimony of Mrs. Sarah Bates she saith yt when first ye
garl was taken with strang fits she was sent for to Danil Wescots
house & she found ye garle lieing upon ye bed. She then did
apprehend yt the garls illness might be from sum naturall cause;
she therefore aduised them to burn feathers under her nose &
other menes yt had dun good in fainting fits and then she seemed

33. Kateran or Catherine Branch, the accuser of the Fairfield women, was a maid servant in the household of Daniel and Abigail 
Wescot. Her testimony would bring several women to the bar of justice, although her testimony would not always be persuasive.
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to be better with it; and so she left her that night in hops to
here she wold be better ye next morning; but in ye morning Danil
Wescot came for her againe and when she came she found ye garl
in bed seemingly senceless & spechless; her eyes half shet but
her pulse seemed to beat after ye ordinary maner her mistres
desired she might be let blud on ye foot in hops it might do her
good. Then I said I thought it could not be dun in ye capassity
she was in but she desired a triall to be made and when
euerything was redy & we were agoing to let her blud ye garl
cried; the reson was asked her why she cried; her answer was she
would not be bluded; we asked her why; she said again because
it would hurt her it was said ye hurt would be but small like a
prick of a pin then she put her foot ouer ye bed and was redy
to help about it; this cariag of her seemed to me strang who
before seemed to ly like a dead creature; after she was bluded
and had laid a short time she clapt her hand upon ye couerlid &
cried out; and on of ye garls yt stood by said mother she cried
out; and her mistres was so afected with it yt she cried and
said she is bewitched. Upon this ye garl turned her head from
ye folk as if she wold hide it in ye pillar & laughed.” The above
written Sarah Bates appeared before me in Stamford this 13th
Septembr 1692 & made oath to the above written testimony. Before
me Jonat, Bell Comissr.

. . . . .

Daniel Wescot — Exchanging yarn — ”A quarrill” — The
child’s nightmare

The testimony of Daniel Wescote saith that some years since my
wife & Goodwife Clauson agreed to change their spinning, &
instead of half a pound Goodwife Clawson sent three quarters of
a pound I haueing waide it, carried it to her house & cnvinced
her of it yt it was so, & thence forward she till now took
occation upon any frivolous matter to be angry & pick a quarrill
with booth myself & wife, & some short time after this earning
ye flex, my eldest daughter Johannah was taken suddenly in ye
night shrecking& crying out, There is a thing will catch me,
uppon which I got up & lit a candle, & tould her there was
nothing, she answerd, yees there was, there tis, pointing with
her finger sometimes to one place & sometimes to another, & then
sd tis run under the pillow. I askd her wr it was, she sd a sow,
& in a like manner continued disturbd a nights abought ye space
of three weeks, insomuch yt we ware forcd to carry her abroad
sometimes into my yard or lot, but for ye most part to my next
neighbours house, to undress her & get her to sleep, &
continually wn she was disturbd shed cry out theres my thing
come for me, whereuppon some neighbours advisd to a removal of
her, & having removd her to Fairfeild it left her, & since yt
hath not been disturbd in like manner.
The aboue testimony of Daniell Wesocott now read to the wife of
sayd Daniell Shee testifys to the whole verbatum & hath now giuen
oath to the same before us in Standford, Septembr 12th 1692.
JONATN SELLECK Comissr
JONOTHAN BELL Commissionr.
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Sworn in Court Septr 15 1692
As attests John Allyn Secry.

. . . . .

ABIGAIL WESCOT — Throwing stones — Railing — Twitting
of “fine cloths”

Abigal Wescot further saith that as she was going along the
street Goody Clauson came out to her and they had some words
together and Goody Clauson took up stone and threw at her; and
at another time as she went along the street before said Clausons
dore Goody Clauson caled to me and asked me what I did in my
chamber last Sabbath day night, and I doe affirme that I was not
their that night; and at another time as I was in her sone
Stephens house being neer her one house shee followed me in and
contended with me becase I did not com into her house caling of
me proud slut what ear you proud on your fine cloths and you
look to be mistres but you never shal by me and seuerall other
prouoking speeches at that time and at another time as I was by
her house she contended and quareled with me; and we had many
words together and shee twited me of my fine cloths and of my
mufe and also contended with me several other times.
Taken upon oath before us Standford Septemr 12th
JONATN SELLECK Comissionr
JONOTHAN BELL Comissr.”

. . . . .

ABRAHAM FINCH — The strange light — ”Two pry eies” —
Cause of the “pricking”

Abraham Finch jun aged about 26 years.
The deponant saith that hee being a waching at with ye French
girle at Daniell Wescoat house in the night I being laid on the
bed the girle fell into a fite and fell crose my feet and then
I looking up I sawe a light abut the bignes of my too hands
glance along the sommer of the house to the harth ward, and
afterwards I sawe it noe mor; and when Dauid Selleck brought a
light into the room a littell space after the French garle cam
to hirselfe againe. Wee ascked hir whie shee skreemed out when
shee fell into her fit. Shee answered goodie Clawson cam in with
two firy eies.
Furdermore the deponant saith that Dauid Selleck was that same
night with him and being laid downe on the bed me nie the garle
and I laye by the bed sid on the chest and Dauid Selleck starte
up suddenly and I asked wt was ye matter with him and hee
answered shee pricked mee and the French garle answered noe shee
did not it was goodie Crump and then shee put her hand ouer the
bed sid and said give mee that thing that you pricked Mr. Selleck
with and I cached hold of her hand and found a pin in it and I
took it away from her. The deponant saith that when the garl put
her hand ouer the bed it was open and he looked very well in her
hand and cold see nothing and before shee puled in her hand again
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shee had goten yt pin yt hee took from her.
This aboue written testor is redy when called to giue oath to
the aboue written testimony.”

. . . . .

EBENEZER BISHOP — Kateran calls for somersaults — Fits
and spots

Ebenezer Bishop aged about 26 years saith on night being at
Danill Wescots house Catern Branch being in on of her fits I
sate doen by ye bed side next to her she then calling ernestly
upon goody Clason goody Clason seueral times now goody Clason
turn heels ouer head after this she had a violent fit and calling
again said now they are agoing to kill me & crieing out very
loud that they pincht her on ye neck and calling out yt they
pincht her again I setting by her I took ye light and look upon
her neck & I see a spot look red seeming to me as big as a pece
of eight afterwards it turned blue & blacker then any other part
of her skin and after ye second time of her calling I took ye
light & looked again and she pointed with her hand lower upon
her shoulder and I se another place upon her shoulder look red
& blue as I saw upon the other place before and then after yt
she had another fit.
Stamford 29th August 1692 this aboue written testor is redy when
called to giue oath to ye aboue written testimony.
Hannah Knapp testifieth the same to the above written and
further adeth that shee saw scraches upon her; and is redy to
give oth to it if called to it.
Both the above sworn in Court Septr 15 1692. Attests John Allyn,
Secry.

. . . . .

SAMUEL HOLLY — Singular physiological transformations

The testimony of Samuel Holly senour aged aboute fifty years
saith that hee being at ye house of Danell Wescot in ye euning
I did see his maid Cattern Branch in her fit that shee did swell
in her brests (as shee lay on her bed) and they rise as lik
bladers and suddenly pased in to her bely, and in a short time
returned to her brest and in a short time her breasts fell and
a great ratling in her throat as if shee would haue been choked;
All this I judge beyond nature.
Danil Wescot testifieth to ye same aboue written and further
addith yt when she was in those fits ratling in her throat she
would put out her tong to a great extent I consieue beyond nature
& I put her tong into her mouth again & then I looked in her
mouth & could se no tong but as if it were a lump of flesh down
her throat and this ofen times.
The testors, as concerned are ready to giue oath to the above
written testimony if called thereunto.
Staford 29 April 1692
Sworn in Court Septr 15 1692.
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Attests JOHN ALLYN, Seer.
The testimony of Daniell Westcot aged about forty nine years
saith that som time this spring since his maid Catton Branch had
fits and with many other strange actions in her, I see her as
shee lay on the bed at her length in her fit, and at once sprang
up to the chamber flore withouts the helpe of her hands or feete;
thats neere six feet and I judge it beyond nator for any person
so to doe.
Sworn in Court Sept 15 1692.
Attests JOHN ALLYN Secry.

. . . . .

INQUIRY AND SEARCH — VISIONS OF THE YOUNG ACCUSER — THE TALKING
CAT — THE SPREAD TABLE — THE STRANGE WOMAN — ”SILK HOOD AND BLEW
APRON” — ”2 FIREBRANDS IN HER FOREHEAD” — ”A TURN AT HEELS OUER
HEAD”

Stamford May ye 27th, 1692.
Uppon ye information & sorrowfull complainte of Sergeant Daniel
Wescot in regard of his maide servant Katherine Branch whome he
suspects to be afflicted of witchcraft, under wch sore
affliction she hath now labourd upwards of five weeks, & in that
lamentable state yeat remains. In order to inquiry & search into
(the) matter were then psent Major Nathan Golde, Capt. John
Burr, Capt. Jonothan Selleck, Lieutenant Jonothan Bell.
The manner of her being taken & handled.
Being in ye feilds gathering of herbs, she was seizd with a
pinching & pricking at her breast; she being come home fell a
crying, was askd ye reason, gave no answer but wept & immediately
fell down on ye flooer wth her hands claspt, & with like actions
continued wth some respite at times ye space of two days, then
sd she saw a cat, was asked what ye cat sd she answerd ye cat
askd her to [go] with her, with a promise of fine things & yt
if she should goe where there ware fine folks; & still was
followed wth like fits, seeming to be much tormented, being askd
again what she saw sd cats, & yt they toulde her they woulde
kill her, & wth this menaceing disquieted her severall dayes;
after yt she saw in ye roome where she lay a table spread wth
variety of meats, & they askd her to eat & at ye table she saw
tenn eating, this she positively affirmd when in her right
minde, after this was exceeding much tormentted, her master askd
her what was ye matter, because she as she sd in her fit run to
sundry places to abscoude herselfe, she toulde him twas because
she saw a cat coming to her wth a rat, to fling in her face,
after yt she sd they toulde her they woulde kill her because she
tould of it. These sort of actions continued about 13 days, &
then was extremely afflicted with fits in ye night, to ye number
of about 40ty crying out a witch, a witch, her master runing to
her askd her what was ye matter she sd she felt a hand. Ye next
week she saw as she sd a woman stand in ye house having on a
silk hood & a blew apron, after that in ye evening being well
composd going out of dooers run in again & caught her master
abought ye middle, he askd her ye reason, she sd yt she meet an
olde woman at ye dooer, with 2 firebrands in her forehead, he
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askd her what kinde of clooths she had on, answered she had two
homespun coats, one tuct up rounde her ye other down. The next
day she namd a person calling her goody Clauson, & sd there she
is sitting on a reel, & again sd she saw her sit on ye pommel
of a chair, saying Ime sure you are a witch, elce you coulde not
sit so & sd she saw this person before namd at times for a week
together. One time she sd she saw her and describd her whole
attire, her [master]? went immediately & saw ye woman namd
exactly atird as she was describd of ye person afflicted. Again
she sd in her fits Goody Clauson lets haue a turn at heels ouer
head, withall saying shall you goe first, or shall I. Weel sd
she if I do first you shall after, & wth yt she turnd ouer two
or three times heels ouer head, & so lay down, saying come if
you will not Ile beat your head & ye wall together & haueing
ended these words she goot up looking aboute ye house, & sd look
shes gone, & so fell into a fit.

. . . . .

LIDIA PENOIR — ”A lying gairl”

The testimony of Lidia Penoir. Shee saith that shee heard her
ant Abigal Wescot say that her seruant gairl Catern Branch was
such a lying gairl that not any boddy could belieue one word
what shee said and saith that shee heard her ant Abigail Wescot
say that shee did not belieue that Mearcy nor goody Miller nor
Hannah nor any of these women whome shee had apeacht was any
more witches then shee was and that her husband would belieue
Catern before he would belieue Mr. Bishop or Leiftenat Bell or
herself.
The testor is ready to giue oath to sd testimony. Standford,
Augt 24th 1692.

. . . . .

ELEZER SLAWSON — ”A woman for pease” — A good word

The testimony of Elezer Slawson aged 51 year.
He saith yt he liued neare neighbour, to goodwife Clawson many
years & did allways observe her to be a woman for pease and to
counsell for pease & when she hath had prouacations from her
neighbours would answer & say we must liue in pease for we are
naibours & would neuer to my obseruation giue threatning words
nor did I look at her as one giuen to malice; & further saith not
ELEAZAR SLASON.
CLEMENT BUXSTUM.
The above written subscribers declared the aboue written &
signed it with their own hands before me
JONOTHAN BELL Comissionr.

. . . . .

AN EPILEPTIC FIT — MUSCULAR CONTORTIONS — ”TALKEING TO THE
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APPEARANCES” — ”HELL FYRE TO ALL ETERNITY” — A CREATURE “WITH A
GREAT HEAD & WINGS & NOE BODDY & ALL BLACK” — SONGS AND TUNES —
SECULAR AND SCRIPTURAL RECITATIONS — ” THE LOCK OF HAYER”

June 28th 1692.
Sergt Daniell Wescott brought his Mayd Katheren Branch to my
house to be examined, which was dune as is within mentioned, &
the sd Katheren Branch being dismised was gott about 40 or 50
rodd from my house, my Indian girl runeing back sayinge sd Kate
was falen downe & looked black in the face soe my sonn John
Selleck & cousen Dauid Selleck went out & fecht her in, shee
being in a stife fitt — & comeing out of that fitt fell a
schrickeing, crying out you kill me, Goody Clawson you kill me,
two or three times shee spoke it & her head was bent downe
backwards allmost to her back; & sometimes her arme would be
twisted round the sd Kate cryeing out you break my arme & with
many such fitts following, that two men could hardly prevent by
all their strenth the breaking of her neck & arme, as was thought
by all the standers by; & in this maner sd Kate continued all
the night, & neuer came to her sences but had som litell respitt
betweene those terible fitts & then sd Kate would be talkeing
to the appearances & would answer them & ask questions of them
to manny to be here inserted or remembered. They askt her to be
as they were & then shee should be well & we herd sd Kate saye
I will not yeald to you for you are wiches & yor portion is hell
fyre to all eternity & many such like expressions shee had;
telling them that Mr. Bishop had often tould her that shee must
not yield to them, & that that daye Norwalk minister tould her
the same therefore she sayd I hope God will keep me from yielding
to you; sd Kate sayd Goody Clawson why doe you torment me soe;
I neuer did you any harme neather in word nor acction; sayeing
why are you all come now to afflict me. Katherine tould their
names, saying Goody Clawson, Mercy Disbrow, Goody Miller, & a
woman & a gail, five of you. Then she sd Kate spoke to the gail
whom she caled Sarah, & sayd is Sarah Staples your right name;
I am aferd you tell me a lye; tell me your rite name; & soe uged
it much; & then stoped & sayd, tell; yeas I must tell my master
& Capt. Selleck if they aske me but Ile tell noe body els. Soe
at last sd Kate sayd, Hanah Haruy once or twice out is that your
name why then did you tell me a lye before; Well then sayd Kate
what is the womans name that comes with you; & soe stoped & then
sayd tell yeas I must tell my master & Capt. Selleok if he askes
me, but Ile tell noeboddy els, & sayd you will not tell me then
I will ask Goody Crumpe;& she sd Gody Crump what is the woemans
name yt comes with Hanah Haruy; & so urged severall times, a
then sd Marry Mary what, & then Mary Haruy; well sayd Kate is
Mary Haruy ye mother of Hanah Haruy; & then sayd now I know it
seeming to reioyce, & saying Hanah why did you not tell me
before, sayeing their was more catts come at first & I shall
know all your names; & Kate sayd what creature is that with a
great head & wings & noe boddy & all black, sayeing Hanah is
that your father; I believe it is for you are a wich; & sd Kate
sayd Hanah what is yor fathers name; & have you noe grandfather
& grandmother; how come you to be a witch & then stoped, & sd
again a grandmother what is her name & then stoped, & sd Goody
Staples what is her maiden name & then again fell into terrible
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fits which much affrighted the standers by, which were many
pesons to behould & here what was sd & dune by Kate. Shee fell
into a fitt singeing songes & then tunes as Kate sd giges for
them to daunce by each takeing their turns; then sd Kate rehersed
a great many verses, which are in some primers, & allsoe ye
dialoge between Christ ye yoong man & the dieull, the Lords
prayer, all the comand-ments & catechism, the creede & severall
such good things, & then sayd, Hanah I will say noe more; let
me here you, & sayd why doe I say these things; you doe not loue
them & a great deale more she sayd which I cannot well remember
but what is aboue & on ye other syde was herd and seene by
myselfe & others as I’ve attest to it.
Jonahn Selleck Commissioner.
To add one thing more to my relation as is within of what I saw
& herd, is that som persons atempted to cutt of a lock of the
sd Kates hayer, when shee was in her fitts but could not doe it,
for allthough she knew not what was sayd & dune by them, & let
them come neuer soe priuately behynd her to doe it yeat shee
would at once turne about and preuent it; At last Dauid Waterbery
tooks her in his armes to hould her by force; that a lock of
hayer might be cutt; but though at other times a weake & light
gail yeat shee was then soe stronge & soe extreame heauy that
he could not deale with her, not her hayer could not be cutt; &
Kate cryeing out biterly, as if shee had bin beaten all ye time.
When sd Kate come to herself, was askt if she was wileing her
hayer should be cutt; shee answered yeas — we might cutt all of
it we would.
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January 20, Wednesday (1691, Old Style): Nine-year-old Elizabeth Parris and eleven-or-twelve-year-old Abigail 
Williams34 were living in the household of the Reverend Samuel Parris when they began to exhibit strange 
behavior, such as blasphemous screaming, convulsive seizures, trance-like states and mysterious spells. 
Within a short time, several other Salem girls began to demonstrate similar behavior.

34. Note that if Abigail Williams had actually had a sexual affair with John Procter before the witch panic broke out as would be 
hypothesized in Arthur Miller’s play “The Crucible” as made into a film, then Procter would have been a child molester who 
sexually assaulted his servants.

Arthur Miller would cope with this by announcing in the preamble to the printed version of the play that for “dramatic purposes” 
the character Abigail’s age “has been raised.” Also, Act 2 Scene 2, in which she and John Procter discuss their act of fornication, 
has been removed from the play beginning in about 1958.

WITCHES
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January 27, Wednesday (1691, Old Style): The Reverend George Burroughs, formerly the minister of Salem, sent 
word to Salem that the Abenaki of Maine had massacred 50 whites of York and taken 100 as hostages to hold 
for ransom:

God is still manifesting his displeasure against this Land.
He who formerly hath set his hand to help us, doth even write
bitter things against us.
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February: In Fairfield, Connecticut, a grand jury issued a presentment for witchcraft:

May it please yr Honble Court, we the Grand inquest now setting
for the County of Fairefeild, being made sensable, not only by
Common fame (but by testamonies duly billed to us) that the widow
Mary Staple, Mary Harvey ye wife of Josiah Harvey & Hannah Harvey
the daughter of the saide Josiah, all of Fairefeild, remain
under the susspition of useing witchecraft, which is abomanable
both in ye sight of God & man and ought to be witnessed against.
we doe therefore (in complyance to our duty, the discharge of
our oathes and that trust reposed in us) presente the above
mentioned pssons to the Honble Court of Assistants now setting
in Fairefeild, that they may be taken in to Custody & proceeded
against according to their demerits.
Fairefeild, Fby, 1692

in behalfe of the Grnd Jury
JOSEPH BASTARD, foreman

Mid-February (1691, Old Style): Unable to determine any physical cause for their symptoms and dreadful behavior, 
a physician concluded that the Salem girls were under the influence of Satan.

PSYCHOLOGY

WITCHES
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Late in February (1691, Old Style): In Salem Township (now Danvers), prayer services and community fasting were 
being conducted by the Reverend Samuel Parris in hopes of relieving the evil forces that were plaguing them.

In an effort to identify who were the witches, John Indian had baked a “witchcake” out of rye meal moistened 
with the urine of the afflicted girls. This counter-magic was meant to enable the dog that was then fed this 
witchcake to sniff out the identities of the “witches.” The Reverend Parris really tied into Mary Sibley for 
suggesting such a thing. He declared that what she had done had raised the Devil, “and when he shall be 
silenced, the Lord only knows.” He delivered himself of a sermon in which he warned his Salem flock that 
“for our slighting of Christ Jesus, God is angry and is sending forth destroyers.” The girls were pressured to 
come up with a list of names and they identified three women, including John Indian’s spouse Tituba who was 
the Reverend Parris’s Carib slave, as witches.

John Indian was evidently, despite his name, black, for he was referred to by his owner as “my negro lad.” 
It was in the Parris home that the “afflicted children” began their careers, and it appears that Tituba had been 
entertaining the children with ghost stories.35 But the first name brought forward, when the authorities asked 

35. The foundation of the parsonage in which, in this year, Elizabeth Parris and Abigail Williams became overexcited at hearing the 
tales of the slave Tituba is still to be located, but it is not in Salem Village. It is located in what is now known as Danvers MA.
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that they be “provided suspects for them to act upon,” was Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse, an elderly woman 
in poor health. When Judge Hawthorn asked her about familiar spirits such as “the black man,” she replied 
“No: I have none but with God alone.” But she was ill and illness was of course of the devil, therefore she must 
be possessed. Tituba also was arrested and confined in the Salem jail on suspicions of witchcraft, but no 
proceedings were begun against her. She would remain forgotten there in the jail for the next two years, 
presumably with the jail making use of her labor, until the general 1694 amnesty for inconvenient hags.36

“Salem’s infamous witch episode of 1692 took root in
three decades of disputing over ministers, churches,
taxes, and roads that made a mockery of John Winthrop’s
sermon aboard the Arbella and uprooted almost any notion
of community, secular or religious.”37

February 29, Monday (1691, Old Style): Warrants were issued for the arrests of Tituba, Sarah Good, and Sarah 
Osborne. Although Osborne and Good maintained innocence, Tituba confessed to seeing the devil who 
appeared to her “sometimes like a hog and sometimes like a great dog.” What’s more, Tituba testified that there 
was a conspiracy of witches at work in Salem.

March 1, Tuesday (1691, Old Style): Magistrates John Hathorne and Jonathan Corwin examined Tituba, Sarah Good, 
and Sarah Osborne in the meeting house in Salem Village. Tituba confessed to practicing witchcraft. Over the 
next weeks, other townspeople would come forward and testified that they, too, had been harmed by or had 
seen strange apparitions of some of the community members. As the frenzy continued, accusations were made 
against many different people. Frequently denounced were women whose behavior or economic 
circumstances were somehow disturbing to the social order and conventions of the time. Some of the accused 
had previous records of criminal activity, including witchcraft, but others were faithful churchgoers and 
common people of standing in the community.38

Sarah Good to the Reverend Nicholas Noyes of Salem 1st
Church: “You are a liar.... I am no more a witch, than

36. You may want to consider Maryse Condé’s imaginative recent reconstruction: I, TITUBA, BLACK WITCH OF SALEM 
(Caraf Books, 1992).
37. Butler, Jon. AWASH IN A SEA OF FAITH: CHRISTIANIZING THE AMERICAN PEOPLE (Cambridge MA: Harvard UP, 1990, page 70). 
See Demos, John Putnam. ENTERTAINING SATAN: WITCHCRAFT AND THE CULTURE OF EARLY NEW ENGLAND. NY: Oxford UP, 
1982, and Boyer, Paul and Stephen Nissenbaum. SALEM POSSESSED: THE SOCIAL ORIGINS OF WITCHCRAFT. Cambridge MA: 
Harvard UP, 1974.
38. John Hathorne was a “stern, relentless prosecutor” who believed that “Satan enticed followers into his service and used them in 
his special warfare against New England.” (Unlike Magistrate Samuel Sewall, this man never repented.) “his son too” — John 
Hathorne (1641-1717) was the great-great-grandfather of Nathaniel Hawthorne, who wrote this evaluation.
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you are a wizard; —and if you take away my life, God
will give you blood to drink.”

March 12, Saturday (1691, Old Style): Martha Corey was accused of witchcraft.

March 19, Saturday (1691, Old Style): Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse was denounced as a witch.
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March 21, Monday (1691, Old Style): Martha Corey was examined before Magistrates John Hathorne and Jonathan 
Corwin.
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March 23, Wednesday (1691, Old Style): A warrant was issued for the arrest of Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse upon 
the complaint of Edward Putnam and John Putnam. (The Putnam family was among those that had been 
involved in some land disputes with Francis Nurse and his wife Rebecca.) While the judges were interrogating 
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her the bewitched girls made “great noyses.”
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Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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March 24, Thursday (1691, Old Style): Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse was examined before Magistrates John 
Hathorne and Jonathan Corwin.

Rebecca Towne Nurse: “I am innocent as the child unborn,
but surely, what sin hath God found out in me unrepented
of that He should lay such an affliction on me in my old
age.”

March 28, Monday (Old Style): Elizabeth Proctor was denounced as a witch.

April 3, Sunday (Old Style): Sarah Towne Cloyce, one of Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse’s sisters, was accused of 
witchcraft.

April 11, Monday (Old Style): Elizabeth Proctor and Sarah Towne Cloyce were examined before John Hathorne, 
Jonathan Corwin, Deputy Governor Thomas Danforth, and Magistrate Samuel Sewall. During this 
examination, John Proctor was also accused and imprisoned.
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April 19, Tuesday (Old Style): Abigail Hobbs, Bridget Bishop, Giles Corey, and Mary Warren were examined. Abigail 
Hobbs was 14 years of age and a refugee from the frontier region racial warfare, living at this time in the village 
of Topsfield close to Salem. Abigail confessed that she had indeed seen the Devil, whom she described as 
“a black man.” This had happened in the woods outside Falmouth in Maine — the town in which the Reverend 
George Burroughs was minister. She had seen the “black man” in the woods, she said, in 1688 or 1689, only 
a few months prior to the bloody Abenaki assault upon the people of her town. Magistrate John Hathorne 
demanded that Abigail Hobbs directly tell the court:

“Are you guilty, or not?”

She responded:

“I have seen sights and been scared.”

The examiners were able to obtain such a confession only from Abigail Hobbs, however, and not from any 
other person being examined.

A man who died in the jailhouse, William Hobbs, had this to offer:

“I can deny it to my dying day.”

John Hathorne became confused as to who had said what, and as he was interrogating Giles Cory, he attempted 
to engage him in regard to a remark that someone else had made about a black dog. Cory emphatically replied

“I do not know that I ever spoke that word in my life.”

Cory then refused to take any further part in the proceeding, standing mute. He was attempting to challenge 
this sorry court and its sloppy proceedings, but this was a tactical legal error — because a person who refused 
to testify could under current English law be subjected to pein fort et dure until he or she came out of their 
“muteness.” (Pein fort et dure, under these colonial conditions, would amount to being taken out into the field 
behind the courtroom and tortured by being loaded up with stones until the witness either began to speak, or 
expired.)

WITCHES
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April 22, Friday (Old Style): Nehemiah Abbott, William and Deliverance Hobbs, Edward and Sarah Bishop, Mary 
Towne Estey or Easty, Mary Black, Sarah Wildes, and Mary English were examined before John Hathorne and 
Jonathan Corwin. Only Nehemiah Abbott was cleared of charges.

May 2, Friday (Old Style): Sarah Morey, Lydia Dustin, Susannah Martin, and Dorcas Hoar were examined by John 
Hathorne and Jonathan Corwin.

Dorcas Hoar: “I will speak the truth as long as I live.”

May 4, Sunday (Old Style): George Burroughs was arrested in Wells, Maine.
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May 9, Friday (Old Style): George Burroughs of Maine was examined by John Hathorne, Jonathan Corwin, 
Magistrate Samuel Sewall, and William Stoughton. One of the afflicted girls, Sarah Churchill, was also 
examined.

May 10, Saturday (Old Style): Sarah Osborne or Osburne died in prison in Boston.

George Jacobs, Sr. and his granddaughter Margaret were examined before John Hathorne and Jonathan 
Corwin. Margaret confessed and testified that her grandfather and George Burroughs were both witches.

Margaret Jacobs: “... They told me if I would not
confess I should be put down into the dungeon and would
be hanged, but if I would confess I should save my
life.”

A warrant for the arrest of John Willard was addressed to the “Constable of Salem” and put in the hands of 
John Putnam, Jr., for execution. This deputy would file a return on May 12, to the effect that he had searched 
“the house of the Vsuall abode of John Willards” as well as “seuerall other houses and places,” without turning 
up anything of interest other than the fact that “his relatione and friends then gaue mee accompt that to theire 
best knowledge he was ffleed.” 

Seven indictments would be found against him, charging him with practising his sorceries on various spinsters. 
Per Robert Calef’s MORE WONDERS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD (London, 1700):

John Willard, had been imployed to fetch in several that were
accused; but taking dissatisfaction from his being sent, to
fetch up some that he had better thoughts of, he declined the
Service, and presently after he himself was accused of the same
Crime, and that with such vehemency, that they sent after him
to apprehend him; he had made his Escape as far as Nashawag,
about 40 Miles from Salem; yet ’tis said those Accusers did then
presently tell the exact time, saying, now Willard is taken.

WITCHES

SALEM

HANGING

SALEM

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

May 14, Wednesday (Old Style): Increase Mather arrived in Boston from England bringing with him a new colony 
charter from King William and Queen Mary and a new governor, Sir William Phips.

May 18, Sunday (Old Style): Mary Towne Estey or Easty was released from prison. Yet, due to the outcries and 
protests of her accusers, she was arrested a 2d time.

May 25, Sunday (Old Style): Because of the witchcraft furor, Jonathan Corwin, Bartholomew Gedney, John Hathorne, 
John Richards, Nathaniel Saltonstall, Peter Sergeant, Magistrate Samuel Sewall, William Stoughton, and Wait 
Winthrop were appointed by the Governor and Council Commissioner of Oyer and Terminer to “enquire of, 
hear and determine all manner of crimes and offenses perpetrated within the counties of Suffolk, Essex, and 
Middlesex, or of either of them.”

May 27, Tuesday (Old Style): Governor Phips set up a special Court of Oyer and Terminer comprised of seven judges 
to try the witchcraft cases. Appointed were Lieutenant Governor William Stoughton, Nathaniel Saltonstall, 
Bartholomew Gedney, Peter Sergeant, Magistrate Samuel Sewall, Wait Still Winthrop, John Richards, John 
Hathorne, and Jonathan Corwin. These magistrates based their judgments and evaluations on various kinds of 
intangible evidence, including direct confessions, supernatural attributes (such as “witchmarks”), and 
reactions of the afflicted girls. Spectral evidence, based on the assumption that the Devil could assume the 
“specter” of an innocent person, was relied upon despite its controversial nature.
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May 31, Saturday (Old Style): Martha Carrier, John Alden, Wilmott Redd, Elizabeth Howe, and Phillip English were 
examined before John Hathorne, Jonathan Corwin, and Gedney.39

39. The merchant Philip English was the owner of the Mansion House, regarded as the finest home in Salem. In later years one of 
John Hathorne’s grandsons would marry one of English’s great-granddaughters, and the Mansion House would wind up as a 
property of the Hathorne family.
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June 2, Thursday (Old Style): Initial session of the Court of Oyer and Terminer of Salem. Bridget Bishop was the first 
to be pronounced guilty of witchcraft and condemned to death.

Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse was indicted, and physically examined by a jury of women, who were able 
to discover on her body what a majority supposed to be a witchmark (two of the women disagreed, ascribing 
the mark to natural causes — what might it have been, an unshapely mole, a stretch mark from labor, a port-
wine birthmark?). Rebecca asked that others be allowed to examine this supposed “witchmark,” but was 
ignored. Her accusers included the Reverend Samuel Parris and the four girls who had initiated the witchcraft 
hysteria in Salem, as well as the several members of the Putnam family who had brought the original 
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complaint. 

One of Rebecca’s sons, a son-in-law, and a daughter-in -law spoke in her defense at the trial. A declaration as 
to her character had been signed by some 40 members of Salem Village. The first report of the jury was “not 
guilty,” but then some of the others who had been condemned to death for witchcraft made confessions of their 
guilt and pled for mercy in the expectation that as a result their offenses would be forgiven and their death 
sentences not carried out. When one of these petitioners, Goody Hobbs, muttered “she is one of us,” the judge 
asked that Rebecca’s not-guilty verdict be reconsidered by the jury. Asked what Goody Hobbs had meant by 
this muttered “she is one of us,” Rebecca Nurse failed to respond (later she would claim that, being hard of 
hearing, she simply had not heard the question, and that “one of us” might well have meant only that they had 
been being held in the jail at the same time). The Governor granted a reprieve, but then Rebecca’s accusers 
renewed their outcry and the governor withdrew his reprieve. 

Early June: Soon after Bridget Bishop’s trial, Nathaniel Saltonstall, dissatisfied with the proceedings of the witchcraft 
court, resigned.

Sarah Good, one of the Salem women accused of witchcraft, was being held in the Boston jail. Mercy Short, 
one of the refugee Maine girls who had been ransomed from Indian captivity in Canada, was on an errand for 
her mistress when she had a hostile encounter with the prisoner. Soon afterward, this traumatized war victim 
would experience an apparition of the Devil, who would appear to her in the form of a man of “Tawny” or 
“Indian” color. (Two years earlier, in her frontier family home in Maine, she had had the experience of 
witnessing Abenaki warriors kill her father, her mother, and three of her brothers.)
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June 8, Wednesday (Old Style): Judge William Stoughton signed the execution order of the condemned witch, Bridget 
Bishop. An interesting fact is to be noted here, that it would only take the Salem high sheriff a couple of days 
to get around to hanging her — but then it would take him four additional days before he would get around to 
certifying that he had offed her. Hey, Sheriff George, the job’s not done until the paperwork’s complete!

To George Corwin Gentlm high Sheriff of the County of Essex
Greeting
Whereas Bridgett Bishop als Olliver the wife of Edward Bishop
of Salem in the County of Essex Sawyer at a special Court of
Oyer and Terminer ——(held at?)40 Salem this second Day of this
instant month of June for the Countyes of Essex Middlesex and
Suffolk before William Stoughton Esqe. and his Associates
Justices of the said Court was Indicted and arraigned upon five
several Indictments for useing practising & exercising on the —
—41 last past and divers others days ——42 witchcraft in and upon
the bodyes of Abigail Williams Ann puttnam Jr Mercy Lewis Mary
Walcott and Elizabeth Hubbard of Salem Village single women;
whereby their bodyes were hurt afflicted pined consumed wasted
& tormented contrary to the forme of the statute in that case
made and provided To which Indictmts the said Bridgett Bishop
pleaded not guilty and for Tryall thereof put herselfe upon God
and her Country ——43 she was found guilty of the ffelonyes and
Witchcrafts whereof she stood Indicted and sentence of death
accordingly passed agt her as the Law directs execution whereof
yet remaines to be done These are therefore in the name of their
Majties William & Mary now King & Queen over England & to will
and command you that upon Fryday next being the fourth day of
this instant month of June between the hours of Eight and twelve
in the aforenoon of the same day you safely conduct the sd
Bridgett Bishop als Olliver from their Majties Goale in Salem
aforesd to the place of execution and there cause her to be
hanged by the neck until she be dead and of your doings herein
make returne to the Clerk of the sd Court and precept And hereof
you are not to faile at your peril And this shall be sufficient
warrant 
Given under my hand & seal at Boston the Eighth of June in the
ffourth year of the reigne of our Sovereigne Lords William &
Mary now King & Queen over England Annoque Dm 1692 

Wm. Stoughton

40. Some of the words in the warrant are illegible.
41. Illegible.
42. Illegible.
43. Illegible.
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June 10, Friday (Old Style): Bridget Bishop was hanged in Salem, the 1st official execution of the Salem witch trials.

Bridget Bishop: “I am no witch. I am innocent. I know
nothing of it.”

Following her death, accusations of witchcraft would escalate, but the trials would not be unopposed. 
Several townspeople would sign petitions on behalf of accused people they believed to be innocent.

To George Corwin Gentlm high Sheriff of the County of Essex
Greeting
Whereas Bridgett Bishop als Olliver the wife of Edward Bishop
of Salem in the County of Essex Sawyer at a special Court of
Oyer and Terminer ——(held at?)44 Salem this second Day of this
instant month of June for the Countyes of Essex Middlesex and
Suffolk before William Stoughton Esqe. and his Associates
Justices of the said Court was Indicted and arraigned upon five
several Indictments for useing practising & exercising on the —
—45 last past and divers others days ——46 witchcraft in and upon
the bodyes of Abigail Williams Ann puttnam Jr Mercy Lewis Mary
Walcott and Elizabeth Hubbard of Salem Village single women;
whereby their bodyes were hurt afflicted pined consumed wasted
& tormented contrary to the forme of the statute in that case
made and provided To which Indictmts the said Bridgett Bishop
pleaded not guilty and for Tryall thereof put herselfe upon God
and her Country ——47 she was found guilty of the ffelonyes and
Witchcrafts whereof she stood Indicted and sentence of death
accordingly passed agt her as the Law directs execution whereof
yet remaines to be done These are therefore in the name of their
Majties William & Mary now King & Queen over England & to will
and command you that upon Fryday next being the fourth day of
this instant month of June between the hours of Eight and twelve

44. Some of the words in the warrant are illegible.
45. Illegible.
46. Illegible.
47. Illegible.
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in the aforenoon of the same day you safely conduct the sd
Bridgett Bishop als Olliver from their Majties Goale in Salem
aforesd to the place of execution and there cause her to be
hanged by the neck until she be dead and of your doings herein
make returne to the Clerk of the sd Court and precept And hereof
you are not to faile at your peril And this shall be sufficient
warrant 
Given under my hand & seal at Boston the Eighth of June in the
ffourth year of the reigne of our Sovereigne Lords William &
Mary now King & Queen over England Annoque Dm 1692 

Wm. Stoughton

June 15, Wednesday (Old Style): The Special Court appointed to hold the witch trials in Massachusetts colony, early 
in its sittings, had requested the opinions of a round dozen of ministers of Boston and the vicinity in regard to 
witchcraft. On this day, after due deliberation, the Reverend Cotton Mather and his associates signed an answer 
he had written, entitled THE RETURN OF SEVERAL MINISTERS CONSULTED BY HIS EXCELLENCY AND THE 
HONORABLE COUNCIL UPON THE PRESENT WITCHCRAFTS IN SALEM VILLAGE. The group of ministers 
provided the court with their evaluation of the spectral evidence48 upon which many of the convictions had 
been based, in a list of eight points containing the germ of an idea that the court ought to be cautious — for the 
devil might fake such spectral evidence in order to employ it for his own wicked purposes:

1. The afflicted state of our poor neighbors that are now
suffering by molestations from the Invisible World we apprehend
so deplorable, that we think their condition calls for the
utmost help of all persons in their several capacities.

2. We cannot but with all thankfulness acknowledge the success
which the merciful God has given unto the sedulous and assiduous
endeavors of our honorable rulers to detect the abominable
witchcrafts which have been committed in the country; humbly
praying that the discovery of these mysterious and mischievous
wickednesses may be perfected.

3. We judge that, in the prosecution of these and all such
witchcrafts there is need of a very critical and exquisite
caution, lest by too much credulity for things received only
upon the devil’s authority, there be a door opened for a long
train of miserable consequences, and Satan get an advantage over
us; for we should not be ignorant of his devices.

4. As in complaints upon witchcraft there may be matters of
inquiry which do not amount unto matters of presumption, and
there may be matters of presumption which yet may not be matters
of conviction, so it is necessary that all proceedings
thereabout be managed with an exceeding tenderness toward those
that may be complained of, especially if they have been persons
formerly of an unblemished reputation.

5. When the first inquiry is made into the circumstances of such
as may lie under the just suspicion of witchcrafts, we could
wish that there may be admitted as little as possible of such
noise, company and openness as may too hastily expose them that
are examined, and that there may be nothing used as a test for

48. What was “spectral evidence”? Here is an illustration: Ann Putnam had testified that one evening an apparition of the Reverend 
Mr. Burroughs had appeared, and asked her to write her name in the devil’s book. Then, the child testified, the spectres of two 
women in winding sheets came to her, and looked angrily upon the minister and scolded him until he was fain to vanish away. 
The women spectres informed Ann that they were the ghosts of Mr. Burroughs’s 1st and 2d wives, whom he had murdered.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

the trial of the suspected, the lawfulness whereof may be
doubted by the people of God, but that the directions given by
such judicious writers as Perkins and Barnard may be observed.

6. Presumptions whereupon persons may be committed, and much
more, convictions whereupon persons may be condemned as guilty
of witchcrafts, ought certainly to be more considerable than
barely the accused persons being represented by a spectre unto
the afflicted, inasmuch as it is an undoubted and notorious
thing that a demon may by God’s permission appear even to ill
purposes, in the shape of an innocent, yea, and a virtuous man.
Nor can we esteem alterations made in the sufferers, by a look
or touch of the accused, to be an infallible evidence of guilt,
but frequently liable to be abused by the devil’s legerdemains.

7. We know not whether some remarkable affronts given the
devils, by our disbelieving these testimonies whose whole force
and strength is from them alone, may not put a period unto the
progress of the dreadful calamity begun upon us, in the
accusation of so many persons whereof some, we hope, are yet
clear from the great transgression laid to their charge.

8. Nevertheless, we cannot but humbly recommend unto the
government, the speedy and vigorous prosecutions of such as have
rendered themselves obnoxious, according to the directions given
in the laws of God and the wholesome statutes of the English
nation for the detection of witchcrafts.

June 16, Thursday (Old Style): Sheriff George Corwin of Salem endorsed the execution order of the witch 
Bridgett Bishop, assuring the town authorities of Salem that in due course she had indeed been hanged — and 
was now as dead as might be desired:

To George Corwin Gentlm high Sheriff of the County of Essex
Greeting
Whereas Bridgett Bishop als Olliver the wife of Edward Bishop
of Salem in the County of Essex Sawyer at a special Court of
Oyer and Terminer ——(held at?)49 Salem this second Day of this
instant month of June for the Countyes of Essex Middlesex and
Suffolk before William Stoughton Esqe. and his Associates
Justices of the said Court was Indicted and arraigned upon five
several Indictments for useing practising & exercising on the —
—50 last past and divers others days ——51 witchcraft in and upon
the bodyes of Abigail Williams Ann puttnam Jr Mercy Lewis Mary
Walcott and Elizabeth Hubbard of Salem Village single women;
whereby their bodyes were hurt afflicted pined consumed wasted
& tormented contrary to the forme of the statute in that case
made and provided To which Indictmts the said Bridgett Bishop
pleaded not guilty and for Tryall thereof put herselfe upon God

49. Some of the words in the warrant are illegible.
50. Illegible.
51. Illegible.
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and her Country ——52 she was found guilty of the ffelonyes and
Witchcrafts whereof she stood Indicted and sentence of death
accordingly passed agt her as the Law directs execution whereof
yet remaines to be done These are therefore in the name of their
Majties William & Mary now King & Queen over England & to will
and command you that upon Fryday next being the fourth day of
this instant month of June between the hours of Eight and twelve
in the aforenoon of the same day you safely conduct the sd
Bridgett Bishop als Olliver from their Majties Goale in Salem
aforesd to the place of execution and there cause her to be
hanged by the neck until she be dead and of your doings herein
make returne to the Clerk of the sd Court and precept And hereof
you are not to faile at your peril And this shall be sufficient
warrant 
Given under my hand & seal at Boston the Eighth of June in the
ffourth year of the reigne of our Sovereigne Lords William &
Mary now King & Queen over England Annoque Dm 1692 

Wm. Stoughton

June 16 1692
According to the within written precept I have taken the Bodye
of the within named Bridgett Bishop out of their Majties Goale
in Salem & Safely Conueighd her to the place provided for her
Execution & Caused ye sd Bridgett to be hanged by the neck till
Shee was dead all which was according to the time within Required
& So I make returne by me 

George Corwin Sheriff

June 29-30: Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse, Susannah Martin, Sarah Wildes, Sarah Good, and Elizabeth Howe were 
condemned for witchcraft.

Rebecca Nurse: “Oh Lord, help me! It is false. I am
clear. For my life now lies in your hands....”

52. Illegible.

SALEM
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June 30, Thursday (Old Style): Elizabeth How of Ipswich was tried for witchcraft. After various witnesses against her 
were heard, she was condemned to death. She would be executed on Gallows Hill in Salem on July 19th, 
leaving a husband James How, and children Mary How and Abigail How — who, in 1712, would be granted 
by the colonial government for damages occasioned by the prosecution of their mother, the sum of £12.

July 3, Sunday (Old Style):  Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse was excommunicated by her congregation, “abandoned 
to the devil and eternally damned.”

WITCHES
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Mid-July: In an effort to expose the witches who were afflicting his mysteriously ailing wife, Joseph Ballard of nearby 
Andover enlisted the aid of two of the accusing girls of Salem.

The suspects were summoned to the Andover meetinghouse and confronted there with the Salem girls. 
The belief was that when a witch touches the body of a person they have bewitched, that releases the spell and 
therefore the victim can identify the witch. Mr. Barnard prayed and then blindfolded the suspects. When the 
afflicted girls from Salem came into the presence of a blindfolded person, they went into their fits. Then the 
hand of the blindfolded person was placed on each of the afflicted girls and instantly they came out of their fits 
and identified the person touching them as being the one who had been afflicting them. The authorities 
therefore dispatched the suspects to Salem for trial. Among these suspects were Mary Tyler (sometimes the 
documents identify her as Martha) and her daughter Johanna or Hannah.

July 19, Tuesday (Old Style): Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse was 71 years of age and an invalid after having reared 
a family of 8 surviving children, when on this day she was driven in a cart along with Sarah Good, Susannah 
Martin of Amesbury, and Elizabeth Howe and Sarah Wildes of Topsfield, to the gallows hill, and were hanged 
as witches.

Elizabeth Howe: “If it was the last moment I was to

SALEM
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live, God knows I am innocent...”

Susannah Martin: “I have no hand in witchcraft.”

WITCHES
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Tradition has it that at midnight Francis Nurse, with his sons and sons-in-law, sneaked to the common pit into 
which the bodies had been dumped and took Rebecca’s body home for burial.53

(One of Rebecca’s sisters, Mary Towne Estey or Easty, would also hang.)

 O Christian Martyr Who for Truth could die
When all about thee Owned the hideous lie!
The world, redeemed from superstition’s sway,

53. We will encounter a descendant of this Francis Nurse, also named Francis Nurse, marching to assemble on the green at 
Lexington on April 19, 1775.
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Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
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Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
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Is breathing freer for thy sake today.
— John Greenleaf Whittier

inscribed on a monument
marking the grave

July 27, Wednesday (Old Style): Governor Louis de Buade de Frontenac of Québec sent Baron de Lahontan back to 
France to submit a proposal for colonial development to the Minister for the Colonies (in the home country 
there would prove to be no interest in such a proposal).

Elizabeth Phelps Ballard died, whose husband Joseph Ballard, Sr. had been precipitating a witch scare in 
Andover, Massachusetts because she had fallen unexplainedly ill.

August 2-6: George Jacobs, Sr., Martha Carrier, George Burroughs, John and Elizabeth Proctor, and John Willard were 
tried for witchcraft and condemned.

Martha Carrier: “...I am wronged. It is a shameful thing
that you should mind these folks that are out of their
wits.”

The trial of John Willard was held before a special term of the Court of Oyer and Terminer:

Anno Regni Regis et Reginae et Mariae nunc Angliae, &c.
Quarto. 
Essex ss 
The Jurors for our Sovereigne Lord and Lady the King &
Queen presents that John Willard of Salem Village in the
County of Essex husband the Eighteenth day of May in the
ffourth year of the Reigne of our Sovereigne Lord and
Lady William & Mary by the Grace of God of England
Scottland ffrance & Ireland King & Queen Defenders of
the ffaith &c: Divers other Dayes & times as well before
as after, certaine detestable arts called Witchcrafts &
Sorceries wickedly & feloniously hath vsed, Practised &
Exercised at & within the Towne of Salem in the County
of Essex aforesaid in. vpon. and agt one Mercy Lewis of
Salem Village aforesaid in the County aforesaid single
woman by which said wicked arts the said Mercy Lewis the

SALEM
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said Eighteenth Day of May in the ffourth year abovesaid
and divers other Dayes & times as well before as after
was & is hurt, tortured afflicted consumed Pined wasted
& tormented, against the Peace of our Sovereigne Lord &
Lady the King & Queen. and against the forme of the
Statute in that case made & Provided
Witnesses 
Mercy Lewis 
Abigail Williams 
Mary Walcott 
Susanna Sheldon 
Ann Puttnam Senior 
Ann Puttnam Junior 
Elizabeth Hubbard

August 3, Wednesday (Old Style): The former neighbors of John Procter, who had removed from Ipswich to Salem 
Village and had there been condemned for witchcraft, sent a petition for his reprieve signed by 32 who had 
known him, testifying to his character. 

August 4, Thursday (Old Style): Six persons had thus far been executed in Salem as witches. It was at this point that 
the Reverend Cotton Mather wrote, in his A DISCOURSE ON THE WONDERS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD, the 
following words:

They —the judges— have used as judges have heretofore done, the
spectral evidences, to introduce their farther inquiries into
the lives of the persons accused; and they have thereupon, by
the wonderful Providence of God, been so strengthened with other
evidences that some of the witch-gang have been fairly executed.

August 10, Wednesday (Old Style): A niece of Abigail Dane Faulkner broke under interrogation and confessed that 
she had indeed encountered the devil, at a gathering of “about six score.”

August 11, Thursday (Old Style): Abigail Dane Faulkner was taken into custody on an accusation of witchcraft and 
removed to Salem for interrogation. She would resist, responding “God would not have her confess that she 
was not guilty of.”

Still, this benevolent effort was in vain. Deep delusion shut up
almost every heart, and threw a thick veil over almost every
understanding.
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August 16, Tuesday (Old Style): Magistrate Samuel Sewall helped condemn and hang one of his Harvard College 
peers, the Reverend George Burrough, a man whom he had once heard preach on the Sermon on the Mount, 
for being in league with Satan. An arresting officer for the court, one John Willard, was “cried out upon” for 
doubting the guilt of the accused, and would be hanged beside the Reverend Burrough.
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We find this in Sewall’s diary:

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”

Mr. Burrough by his Speech, Prayer, protestation of his
Innocence, did much move unthinking persons, which
occasions their speaking hardly concerning his being
executed.
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August 19, Friday (Old Style): George Jacobs, Sr., the Reverend George Burrough, John Proctor,54 John Willard, and 
Martha Carrier of Andover were hanged on Salem’s Gallows Hill. Before he was turned off, the Reverend 
Burrough was allowed to make a statement, which he concluded with a prayer, reciting at the end the Lord’s 
Prayer. This caused great consternation among the onlookers, as the Reverend Burrough recited the Lord’s 
Prayer without any obvious blunders — and the common belief of the time was that a witch would not be able 
to accomplish this task without making blunders. It required the Reverend Cotton Mather, on horseback, to 
quell the assemblage by assuring them that the action being taken was righteous.

George Jacobs: “Because I am falsely accused. I never
did it.”

54. Four years after her husband was hanged, the widowed Elizabeth Procter would remarry.
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August 31, Wednesday (Old Style): The wife of Peter Cloyce, who lived at Salem Village, was confined as a witch in 
the Ipswich jailhouse. 

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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September 9, Tuesday: Martha Corey, Mary Towne Estey or Easty, Alice Parker, Ann Pudeator, Dorcas Hoar, and 
Mary Bradbury were tried and condemned.

Mary Bradbury: “I do plead not guilty. I am wholly
innocent of such wickedness.”

September 14, Wednesday (Old Style): Just as the witch frenzy had been reaching its climax in Salem, Massachusetts, 
it had been reaching its climax also in Fairfield. Early in the year several local women had been accused of 
this capital crime, among them Mercy Disborough, wife of Thomas Disbro or Disborough of Compo in 
Fairfield. The General Court of Connecticut had ordered a Special Court to convene in Fairfield, to be presided 
over by Governor Robert Treat. (Other local women would also be indicted as witches before this special court, 
one such being Elizabeth Clauson or Clawson.) On this day, however, a true bill (billa vera) was rendered 
against Mistress Disborough, in the following words:

Mercy Disborough is complayned of & accused as guilty of
witchcraft for that on the 25t of Aprill 1692 & in the 4th year
of their Maties reigne & at sundry other times she hath by the
instigation & help of the diuill in a preternaturall way
afflicted & don harme to the bodyes & estates of sundry of their
Maties subjects or to some of them contrary to the law of God,
the peace of our soueraigne lord & lady the King & Queen their
crowne & dignity.
BILLA VERA.

Here are the evidences given against her:

EDWARD JESOP — The roast pig — “The place of Scripture”
— The bewitched “cannoe” — The old cart horse — Optical
illusions

Edward Jesop aged about 29 years testifieth that being at The
Disburrows house at Compoh sometime in ye beginning of last
winter in ye evening he asked me to tarry & sup with him, & their
I saw a pigg roasting that looked verry well, but when it came
to ye table (where we had a very good lite) it seemed to me to
have no skin upon it & looked very strangly, but when ye sd

WITCHES

SALEM
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Disburrow began to cut it ye skin (to my apprehension) came
againe upon it, & it seemed to be as it was when upon ye spit,
at which strange alteration of ye pig I was much concerned
however fearing to displease his wife by refusing to eat, I did
eat some of ye pig, & at ye same time Isaac Sherwood being there
& Disburrows wife & hee discoursing concerning a certain place
of scripture, & I being of ye same mind that Sherwood was
concerning yt place of scripture & Sherwood telling her where
ye place was she brought a bible (that was of very large print)
to me to read ye particular scripture, but tho I had a good light
& looked ernestly upon ye book I could not see one letter but
looking upon it againe when in her hand after she had turned
over a few leaves I could see to read it above a yard of. Ye
same night going home & coming to Compoh it seemed to be high
water whereupon I went to a cannoe that was about ten rods of
(which lay upon such a bank as ordinarily I could have shoved
it into ye creek with ease) & though I lifted with all my might
& lifted one end very high from ye ground I could by no means
push it into ye creek & then ye water seemed to be so loe yt I
might ride over, whereupon I went againe to ye water side but
then it appeared as at first very high & then going to ye cannoe
againe & finding that I could not get it into ye creek I thought
to ride round where I had often been & knew ye way as well as
before my own dore & had my old cart hors yet I could not keep
him in ye road do what I could but he often turned aside into
ye bushes and then went backwards so that tho I keep upon my
hors & did my best indeauour to get home I was ye greatest part
of ye night wandering before I got home altho I was not much
more than two miles.
Fairfield Septembr 15th 1692.
Sworn in Court Septr 15 1692.
Attests John Allyn, Secry.

. . . . .

JOHN BARLOW — Mesmeric influence — Light and darkness —
The falling out

John Barlow eaged 24 years or thairabout saieth and sd
testifieth that soumtime this last year that as I was in bedd
in the hous that Mead Jesuop then liuied in that Marsey Desbory
came to me and layed hold on my fett and pinshed them (and)
looked wishley in my feass and I strouff to rise and cold not
and too speek and cold not. All the time that she was with me
it was light as day as it semed to me — but when shee uanicht
it was darck and I arose and hade a paine in my feet and leags
some time after an our or too it remained. Sometime before this
aforesd Marcey and I had a falling out and shee sayed that if
shee had but strength shee would teer me in peses.
Sworn in court Septr 19, 92.
Attests John Allyn.

. . . . .
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BENJAMIN DUNING — “Cast into ye watter” — Vindication
of innocence — Mercy not to be hanged alone

A Speciall Cort held in Fairfield this 2d of June 1692.
Marcy Disbrow ye wife of Thomas Disbrow of Fairfield was
sometimes lately accused by Catren Branch servant to Daniell
Wescoat off tormenting her whereupon sd Mercy being sent for to
Stanford and ther examined upon suspecion of witchcraft before
athaurity and fro thnce conueyed to ye county jaile and sd Mercy
ernestly desireing to be tryed by being cast into ye watter
yesterday wch was done this day being examind what speciall
reason she had to be so desiring of such a triall her answer was
yt it was to vindicate her innocency allso she sd Mercy being
asked if she did not say since she was duckt yt if she was hanged
shee would not be hanged alone her answer was yt she did say to
Benje Duning do you think yt I would be such a fooll as to be
hanged allone. Sd Benj. Duning aged aboue sixteen years
testifies yt he heard sd Mercy say yesterday that if she was
hanged she would not be hanged allone wch was sd upon her being
urged to bring out others that wear suspected for wiches.
Sept 15 1692
Sworn in Court by Benj. Duning
attest John Allyn Secy

Joseph Stirg aged about 38 declares that he wth Benj. Duning
being at prison discoursing with the prisoner now at the bar he
heard her say if she were hanged she would not be hanged alone.
He tould her she implicitly owned herself a witch.
Sworn in Court Sept. 15,
atests John Allyn, Secry.

. . . . .

THOMAS HALLIBERCH — A poor creature “damd” — Torment —
A lost soul — Divination

Thomas Halliberch ye jayle keeper aged 41 testifieth and saith
yt this morning ye date aboue Samull Smith junr. came to his
house and sad somthing to his wife somthing concerning Mercy and
his wifes answer was Oh poor creature upon yt Mercy mad answer
& sd poor creature indeed & sd shee had been tormented all night.
Sd Halliberch answered her yt it was ye devill her answer was
she did beleue it was and allso yt she sed to it in ye name of
ye Father Son and Holy Gost also sd Halliberch saith yt sd Mercy
sd that her soul was damd for yesterdays worke. Mercy owned
before this court yt she did say to sd Halliberch that it was
reuealled to her yt shee wisht she had not damd her soule for
yesterdays work and also sad before this cort she belieued that
there was a deuination in all her trouble.
Owned by the prisoner in court Sept. 15, 1692.
attest John Allyn, Secy

. . . . .
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THOMAS BENIT, ELIZABETH BENIT — “A birds taile” — A
family difference — “Ye Scripture words” — The lost
“calues and lams”

Thos. Benit aged aboute 50 yrs testifieth yt Mercy Disbrow tould
him yt shee would make him as bare as a birds taile, which he
saith was about two or three yrs sine wch was before he lost any
of his creatures.
Elizabeth Benit aged about 20 yrs testifieth yt Mercy Disbrow
did say that it should be prest heeped and running ouer to her
sd Elizabth; wch was somtime last winter after som difference
yt was aboute a sow of Benje. Rumseyes.
Mercy Disbrow owns yt she did say those words to sd Elizabeth &
yt she did tell her yt it was ye scripture words & named ye place
of scripture which was about a day after.
The abousd Thos. Benit saith yt after ye sd Mercy had expressed
herself as above, he lost a couple of two yr old calues in a
creek running by Halls Islande, which catle he followed by ye
track & founde them one against a coue of ice & ye other about
high water marke, & yt they went into ye creek som distance from
ye road where ye other catle went not, & also yt he lost 30 lams
wthin about a fortnights time after ye sd two catle died som of
sd lams about a week old & som a fortnight & in good liueing
case & allso saith yt som time after ye sd lams died he lost two
calues yt he fectht up ouer night & seemed to be well & wear
dead before ye next morning one of them about a fortnight old
ye one a sucker & ye other not.

. . . . .

HENRY GREY — The roaring calfe — The mired cow — The
heifer and cart whip — Hard words — “Creeses in ye
cetle”

The said Henry saith yt aboute a year agou or somthing more yt
he had a calfe very strangly taken and acted things yt are very
unwonted, it roared very strangly for ye space of near six or
seven howers & allso scowered extraordinarily all which after
an unwonted maner; & also saith he had a lame after a very
strange maner it being well and ded in about an houre and when
it was skined it lookt as if it had been bruised or pinched on
ye shoulders and allso saith yt about two or three months agou
he and Thos Disbrow & sd Disbroughs wife was makeing a bargaine
about a cetle yt sd Henry was to haue & had of sd Disbrough so
in time they not agreeing sd Henry carried ye cetle to them
againe & then sd Dibroughs wife was very angry and many hard
words pased & yt som time since about two months he lost a cow
which was mired in a swampe and was hanged by one leg in mire
op to ye gambrill and her nose in the water and sd cow was in
good case & saith he had as he judged about 8 pound of tallow
out of sd cow & allso yt he had a thre yr old heifer came home
about three weeks since & seemed to ale somthing she lay downe
& would haue cast herself but he pruented her & he cut a piece
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of her eare & still shee seemed to be allmost dead & then he
sent for his cart whip & gave ye cow a stroak wth it & she arose
suddenly and ran from him & he followed her & struck her sundry
times and yt wthin about one hour he judges she was well & chewed
her cud allso sd Henry saith yt ye ketle he had of sd Disbrow
loockt like a new ketle the hamer stroakes and creeses was plaine
to be seen in ye cetle, from ye time he had it untill a short
time before he carried it home & then in about a quarter of an
hour, the cetle changed its looks & seemed to be an old cetle
yt had been used about 20 years and yt sundry nailes appeared
which he could not see before and allso saith yt somtime lately
he being at his brother Jacob Grays house & Mercy Disbrough being
there she begane to descorse about ye kitle yt because he would
not haue ye cetle shee had said that it should cost him two cows
which he tould her he could prove she had sed & her answer was
Aye: & then was silent, & he went home & when he com home he
heard Thomas Benit say he had a cow strangly taken yt day & he
sent for his cart whip & whipye cow & shee was soon well againe
& as near as he could com at it was about ye same time yt he
tould Mercy he could prove what shee sad about ye two cows and
allso saith yt as soon as he came home ye same time his wife
tould him yt while Thos Benit had ye cart whip one of sd Henrys
calues was taken strangly & yt she sent for ye whip & before ye
whip came ye calf was well.

. . . . .

JOHN GRUMMON — A sick child — Its unbewitching — Benit’s
threats — Mercy’s tenderness

John Grummon senr saith yt about six year agou he being at Compo
with his wife & child & ye child being very well as to ye outward
vew and it being suddenly taken very ill & so remained a little
while upon wch he being much troubled went out & heard young
Thomas Benit threaten Mercy Disbrow & bad her unbewitch his
uncles child whereupon she came ouer to ye child & ye child was
well.
Thomas Benit junr aged 27 years testifieth yt at ye same time
of ye above sd childs illness he came into ye house wher it was
& he spoke to sd John Gruman to go & scould at Mercy & tould him
if he sd Gruman would not he would wherupon he sd Benit went out
and called to Mercy & bad her come and unbewitch his unkle
Grumans child or else he would beat her hart out then sd mercy
imediatly came ouer and stroaked ye child & sd God forbad she
should hurt ye child and imediately after ye child was well.

. . . . .

ANN GODFREE — The frisky oxen — Neighborly interest —
The “beer out of ye barrill” — Mixed theology — The
onbewitched sow

Ann Godfree aged 27 years testifieth yt she came to Thos Disbrows
house ye next morning after it was sd yt Henry Grey whipt his
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cow and sd Disbrows wife lay on ye bed & stretcht out her arme
& sd to her oh! Ann I am allmost kild; & further saith yt about
a year & eleven months agou she went to sd Disbrows house wth
young Thos Benits wife & told Mercy Disbrow yt Henry Greys wife
sed she had bewitcht his her husbands oxen & made y jump ouer
ye fence & made ye beer jump out of ye barrill & Mercy answered
yt there was a woman came to her & reuiled her & asked what shee
was doing she told her she was praying to her God, then she asked
her who was her god allso tould her yt her god was ye deuill; &
Mercy said she bad ye woman go home & pray to her god & she went
home but shee knew not whether she did pray or not; but she sed
God had met wth her for she had died a hard death for reuileing
on her & yt when ye sd Thos Benits wife & she came away sd Benits
wife tould her yt woman yt was spoaken of was her sister and
allso sed yt shee had heard those words which Mercy had related
to her pas between Mercy and her sister. Upon yt sd An saith she
would haue gon back & haue talked againe to Mercy & Thomas Benit
senr bad her she should not for she would do her som mischief
and yt night following shee sd Ann saith she could not sleep &
shee heard a noyse about ye house & allso heard a noyse like as
tho a beast wear knoct with an axe & in ye morning their was a
heifer of theirs lay ded near ye door. Allso sd An saith yt last
summer she had a sow very sick and sd Mercy cam bye & she called
to her & bad her on-bewitch her sow & tould her yt folks talked
of ducking her but if she would not onbewitch her sow she should
need no ducking & soon after yt her sow was well and eat her
meat.
That both what is on this side & the other is sworne in court.
Sept 15, 92.
Attests, John Allyn Secy

During her trial a committee of women had searched Mercy Disborough’s body for witch marks and nothing 
suspicious had been found. This search was repeated and again produced nothing, but then a young girl in the 
courtroom, a girl with a history of epilepcy and hysteria, had one of her fits just after the defendant had glanced 
in her direction:

DANIEL WESTCOTT’S “GERLE” — SCENES IN THE MEETING HOUSE —
“YE GIRL” — MERCY’S VOICE — USUAL PAROXISME

The afflicted person being carried into ye meeting house & Mercy
Disbrow being under examination by ye honable court & whilst she
was speaking ye girl came to her sences, & sd she heard Mercy
Disbrow saying withall where is she, endeavoring to raise
herself, with her masters help got almost up, in ye open view
of present, & Mercy Disbrow looking about on her, she
immediately fel down into a fit again. A 2d time she came to
herself whilst in ye meeting house, & askd whers Mercy, I hear
her voice, & with that turned about her head (she lying with her
face from her) & lookd on her, then laying herself down in like
posture as before sd tis she, Ime sure tis she, & presently fell
into a like paroxisme or fit as she usually is troubled with.

So, the authorities ordered that Mercy be subjected to the dreaded ordeal by water.
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September 15, Thursday (Old Style): Edward Johnson, son of Edward Johnson and Susan Muntter Johnson, died.

Since a young girl subject to epileptic fits and hysterics, who had been carried into the meetinghouse where 
the witch trial was in session, had had one of her fits just after the defendant Mercy Disborough, wife of 
Thomas Disbro or Disborough of Compo in Fairfield, Connecticut had glanced in her direction, the authorities 
had ordered that the accused woman be subjected to the dreaded ordeal by water. This is what Abram Adams 
and Jonathan Squire reported to the court, subsequent to this test:

Mercy Disborough, and another woman on trial at the same time
[Elizabeth Clauson or Clawson, who would be found not guilty],
were put to the test together, and two eyewitnesses of the sorry
exhibition of cruelty and delusion made oath that they saw Mercy
and Elizabeth bound hand and foot and put into the water, and
that they swam upon the water like a cork, and when one labored
to press them into the water they buoyed up like cork.
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The jury was, however, unable to agree on a verdict. The court therefore committed Mercy “to the common 
goale there to be kept in safe custody till a return may be made to the General Court for further direction what 
shall be don in this matter.” The General Court would order the Special Court to meet again “to put an issue 
to those former matters.”

John Evelyn’s diary entry:

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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Happn’d an Earthquake, which though not so greate as to do any harme in England, was yet 
universal in all these parts of Europe; It shoke the House at Wotton, but was not perceived by 
any save a servant or two, who were making my bed, & another in a Garret, but I & the rest 
being at dinner below in the Parlor was not sensible of it. There had ben one in Jamaica this 
summer, which destroyed a world of people & almost ruin’d the whole Iland: God of his mercy, 
avert these Judgements, & make them to incite us to Repentance: This, of Jamaica, being 
prophanely & Ludicrously represented in a puppet play or some such lewd pass-time in the 
Faire at Southwarke, caused the Queene to put-downe & abolish that idle & vicious mock-
shew.
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September 17, Saturday (Old Style): In Salem, Margaret Scott, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Wardwell, Mary Parker, 
Abigail Dane Faulkner,55 Rebecca Eames, Mary Lacy, Ann Foster, and Abigail Hobbs, accused of witchcraft, 
were tried and condemned.

“The Jury find Abigail Faulkner, wife of Francis Faulkner of Andover, guilty of ye felony of witchcraft, 
commited on ye body of Martha Sprague, also on ye body of Sarah Phelps. Sentence of death passed on 
Abigail Faulkner.”

However, Abigail, being pregnant, could not be taken to the gallows with the others.

55. Cara Helfner is currently asserting on the Internet (http://www.faulknerhospital.org/PDF/
The_History_of_Faulkner_Hospital_31110.pdf), and evidently with institutional backing, that “Colonel Francis Faulkner’s second 
son Winthrop was Emerson’s grandfather.” This would of course make Abigail Dane Faulkner out to have been a great-great-great-
grandmother of Ralph Waldo Emerson. I find I am unable to corroborate such an assertion. In fact the name “Faulkner” nowhere 
appears in the most extensive Emerson genealogy I have seen, one which in some branches takes the family back into a generation 
of Great-Great-Great-Great-Great-Great Grandparents living toward the end of the 16th Century.

WALDO’S
RELATIVES
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September 16, Friday or 17, Saturday (Old Style): In an open field behind the jail of Salem, in the center of the town, 
in the center of a large crowd, Giles Cory was being urged to cooperate in the trials for witchcraft. He was 
prostrate on the ground and large stones were being placed upon his body, one by one.

Captain Gardiner of Nantucket was urging Giles to begin to testify, but he would not. He gasped:
AN ILLUSTRATION OF UNKNOWN PROVENANCE A RECENT HALLOWEEN IN DUBIOUS TASTE
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Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
 the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
 understanding with a convincing evidence, that
 they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
 but solid substantial truth.”

— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
 DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest 
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor 
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their 
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious 
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign    Dwell as near 
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.” 

—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

“In pressing, his tongue being prest out of his Mouth,
the Sheriff with his Cane forced it in again, when he
was dying.”

1681 Headman Ockanickon of 
the Mantas

the Mantas are the “Leaping Frogs” 
group of the Lenape tribe

“Be plain and fair to all, both Indian 
and Christian, as I have been.”

1692 Massachusetts Bay 
colonist Giles Corey

being pressed to death for refusing to 
cooperate in his trial for witchcraft

“Add more weight that my misery 
may be the sooner ended.”

1777 John Bartram during a spasm of pain “I want to die.”

1790 Benjamin Franklin unsolicited comment “A dying man can do nothing easy.”

1793 Louis Capet, 
King Louis XVI of 
France

being beheaded in the Place de la Con-
corde

“I die innocent of all the crimes laid to my 
charge; I Pardon those who have occasioned 
my death; and I pray to God that the blood 
you are going to shed may never be visited 
on France.”

1793 Jean-Paul Marat reviewing a list of names “They shall all be guillotined.”

1793 Citizen Marie Antoinette stepping on the foot of her executioner “Pardonnez-moi, monsieur.”

... other famous last words ...
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Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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September 21, Sunday: Dorcas Hoar became the 1st of those accused of witchery who had initially pled innocent and 
then found out that that got them exactly nowhere, to try out the alternate option of confessing and repenting. 
She having confessed and repented, Satan having evidently gone out of her, her hanging would be delayed.

September 22, Thursday (Old Style): Magistrate Samuel Sewall –the progenitor of the Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. 
of Scituate in the Bay Colony who would begin to attend the Concord Academy in Concord in June 1839 and 
of the Ellen Devereux Sewall to whom Henry Thoreau would propose– was involved in the offing of 19 
women of Salem for being in league with Satan. On this one day Martha Corey, Margaret Scott, Mary Towne 
Estey or Easty (whose sister, Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse, had already been taken to the gallows), Alice 
Parker, Ann Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Wardwell, and Mary Parker were hanged.

Mary Towne Easty: “...if it be possible no more innocent

FINAL EXECUTIONS

December 30, 1648
Jo. Wilkinson of Sowerby and 

Anthony Mitchell

final beheadings on the famous Halifax Gibbet

September 22, 1692

Martha Corey, Margaret Scott, 
Mary Towne Estey or Easty, 
Alice Parker, Ann Pudeator, 

Wilmott Redd, Samuel 
Wardwell, and Mary Parker

hanged for witchcraft in the American colonies 
“...what a sad thing it is to see Eight Firebrands of 
Hell hanging there”

1709 Henry Young
last person to get actually hanged in England, for 
being judged to have been defeated by his oppo-
nent in a Trial by Combat

SALEM
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blood be shed... ...I am clear of this sin.”

The Reverend Nicholas Noyes: “What a sad thing to see
eight firebrands of hell hanging there.”
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William Hathorne’s son John Hathorne (1641-1717), a chip off the old block, a Colonel in the Massachusetts 
Militia and a deputy to the General Court in Boston, was a Magistrate during this episode in which in addition 
to the hangings of this day one woman had a short time before been tortured to death.56

56. Nathaniel Hawthorne, a descendant, would be much troubled by a curse Sarah Good had placed on her executioners, 
“God will give you Blood to drink.” 

His tale “The Gentle Boy” of 1831 would make reference to this history.

WITCH

Let us thank God for having given us such ancestors;
and let each successive generation thank him, not less
fervently, for being one step further from them in the
march of the ages.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
The judges didn’t just condemn 19 humans to death for witchcraft, they also condemned a dog to death for witchcraft.



WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

September 27, Tuesday (Old Style): John Shephard of Rowley was bound over for assisting to convey Mary Green, 
a prisoner charged with witchcraft, out of the Ipswich jailhouse. 

October: Some witchcraft accusers went to Gloucester and there accused 4 women, but Salem prison was already full 
so 2 of these new accused were sent to the Ipswich prison. 

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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October 8, Saturday (Old Style): After 20 people had been executed in the Salem witch hunt, Thomas Brattle wrote a 
letter criticizing the witchcraft trials. This letter had great impact on Governor Phips, who ordered that reliance 
on spectral and intangible evidence no longer be allowed in trials.

October 28, Friday (Old Style): Previously, the jury of the Special Court for cases of witchcraft in Fairfield, 
Connecticut had been unable to agree on a verdict in the case of the defendant Mercy Disborough, wife of 
Thomas Disbro or Disborough of Compo in Fairfield. This time, however, the jury found her guilty of 
familiarity with Satan, and the Governor of Connecticut, Robert Treat, as the presiding judge, sentenced her 
to be hanged as a witch:

The jury being called to make a return of their indictment that
had been committed to them concerning Mercy Disborough, they
return that they find the prisoner guilty according to the
indictment of familiarity with Satan. The jury being sent forth
upon a second consideration of their verdict returned that they
saw no reason to alter their verdict, but to find her guilty as
before. The court approved of their verdict and the Governor
passed sentence of death upon her.

But the story of Mercy Disborough is not over. She would not be hanged. A group of Connecticut ministers 
and laymen had become so exercised over these witch trial proceedings, in her case and in other similar cases, 
that they filed a request that the sentence of death pronounced by Governor Robert Treat be abeyed — and 
beyond that, that there be no further such prosecutions for witchcraft in the colonial courts. We have this in the 
handwriting of the Reverend Timothy Woodbridge:

Filed: The ministers aduice about the witches in Fayrfield,
1692.
As to ye evidences left to our consideration respecting ye two
women suspected of witchcraft at Fairfield we offer
1. That we cannot but give our concurrance with ye generallity
of divines that ye endeavour of conviction of witchcraft by
swimming is unlawful and sinfull & therefore it cannot afford
any evidence.
2. That ye unusuall excresencies found upon their bodies ought
not to be allowed as evidence against them without ye
approbation of some able physitians.
3. Respecting ye evidence of ye afflicted maid we find some
things testifyed carrying a suspition of her counterfeiting;
Others that plainly intimate her trouble from ye mother which
improved by craft may produce ye most of those strange & unusuall
effects affirmed of her; & of those things that by some may be
thought to be diabolical or effects of witchcraft. We apprehend
her applying of them to these persons merely from ye appearance
of their spectres to her to be very uncertain and failable from
ye easy deception of her senses & subtile devices of ye devill,
wherefore cannot think her a sufficient witnesse; yet we think
that her affliction being something strange it well deserves a
farther inquiry.
4. As to ye other strange accidents as ye dying of cattle &c.,
we apprehend ye applying of them to these women as matters of
witchcraft to be upon very slender & uncertain grounds.
Hartford JOSEPH ELIOT
Octobr 1692 TIMOTHY WOODBRIDGE.
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The rest of ye ministers gave their approbation to ye sum of
what is ... above written tho this could not be drawen up before
their departure.

October 29, Saturday (Old Style): Governor Phips dissolved Salem’s Court of Oyer and Terminer.

The madness was over, in Salem.57 That did not, however, mean that the madness was over, elsewhere in New 
England. On this day, at Fairfield, Connecticut, a committee made up of Sarah Burr, Abigail Burr, Abigail 
Howard, Sarah Wakeman, and Hannah Wilson that had been “apointed (by the court) to make sarch upon ye 
bodis of Marcy Disbrough and Goodwif Clauson” for witch marks, swore before Jonathan Bell, 
Commissioner, and John Allyn, Secretary, as follows:

Wee Sarah bur and abigall bur and Abigail howard and Sarah wakman
all of fayrfeild with hanna wilson being by order of authority
apointed to make sarch upon ye bodis of marcy disbrough and
goodwif Clauson to see what they Could find on ye bodies of ether
& both of them; and wee retor as followeth and doe testify as
to goodwif Clauson forementioned wee found on her secret parts
Just within ye lips of ye same growing within sid sumewhat as
broad and reach without ye lips of ye same about on Inch and
half long lik in shape to a dogs eare which wee apprehend to be
vnvsuall to women.
and as to marcy wee find on marcy foresayd on her secret parts
growing within ye lep of ye same a los pees of skin and when
puld it is near an Inch long somewhat in form of ye fingar of a
glove flatted
that lose skin wee Judge more than common to women.

Octob. 29 1692 The above sworn by the above-named as attests
JOHN ALLYN Secry

November: The witchcraft accusers were sent for again by Lieutenant Stephens, who had been informed that a sister 
of his was bewitched. While passing over Ipswich bridge on their way to Gloucester, they met with a local old 
woman and instantly fell into fits. 

57. The reading version of Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible” play avers that not long afterward, the Reverend Samuel Parris would be 
voted from office, would walk out upon the highroad, and would never again be heard of. It also avers that when, after a couple of 
decades, the government had offered compensation of sorts, this compensation had gone not only to the families of the real victims, 
but also to the families of some of the informers.

But by this time the validity of such accusations being much
questioned, they found not the encouragement, that they had done
elsewhere, and soon withdrew. Happy for this town, that such a
scene occurred at no earlier day; had it, more than one of the
inhabitants would have probably become the victims of popular
delusion.
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November 14, Monday (Old Style): Mistress Sarah Noyes Hale, pregnant 2d wife of the Reverend John Hale of 
Beverly, Massachusetts, was accused of witchcraft by a 17-year-old (nothing would come of this).

FAMOUS LASTS

September 22, 1692

Martha Corey, Margaret Scott, 
Mary Towne Estey or Easty, 
Alice Parker, Ann Pudeator, 

Wilmott Redd, Samuel 
Wardwell, and Mary Parker

hanged for witchcraft in the American colonies 
“...what a sad thing it is to see Eight Firebrands of 
Hell hanging there”

November 14, 1692 Mistress Sarah Noyes Hale last to be accused of witchcraft in Salem

1712 Jane Wenham

Not actually the last witchcraft trial in England. 
Her conviction was set aside and, anyway, there 
would be the case of Mary Hickes and her 9-year-
old daughter Elizabeth, hanged as witches in 
Huntingdon on July 28th, 1716
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November 25, Friday (Old Style): The General Court of the colony created the Superior Court to try the remaining 
witchcraft cases, which would take place in May 1693. No one would be convicted. The total hanging score 
would remain at: 14 hanged women, 5 hanged men, 2 hanged dogs, 1 hanged cat. We should pay attention here 
to that fact that at the very end of the Hollywood film based upon the Arthur Miller play, “The Crucible,” the 
following words scroll up the screen: “After nineteen executions the Salem witch-hunt was brought to an end, 
as more and more accused people refused to save themselves by giving false confessions.” 

There is no shred of truthfulness in this conclusion to the film, and it isn’t because they left out the two hanged 
dogs and one hanged cat. Actually, what brought the sordid Salem affair to its termination, a sordid fact too 
sordid for the movie to recount, was that the situation had been brought to a halt by the fact that the ever-
widening circle of accusations had come to threaten persons of social prominence and thus the situation was 
threatening to transform itself into a populist uproar similar to the era of Robespierre. In other words, the 
structure of the situation was such that the moral example set by John Procter, in choosing to go to the gallows 
rather than implicate others unjustly, did more to perpetuate the crisis than to bring it to an end. What should 
he have done? He should have said he saw the devil standing by the judge! Mr. Marilyn Monroe was, however, 
not writing the history of the 17th Century, he was writing the history of the 20th Century. The actual question 
would be, was it citizens acting as the John Procter actor acted in this play/film that brought our House 
Unamerican Committee era to its completion?

Mary Towne Easty: “...if it be possible no more innocent
blood be shed... ...I am clear of this sin.”
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November 29, Tuesday (Old Style): The Reverend Cotton Mather recorded that “While I was preaching at a private 
Fast (kept for a possessed young woman,) — on Mark 9.28.29, — ye Devel in ye damsel flew upon mee & tore 
the leaf, as it is now torn over against ye Text.”

December: Abigail Dane Faulkner petitioned Governor Sir William Phips for clemency, on the ground that her 
husband Francis Faulkner of Andover was an invalid and that in his illness he had had a relapse making it 
impossible for him to care for their children, who had “little or nothing to subsist on.” Governor Phips granted 
her release from prison, but did not clear her name of the conviction for witchcraft.

December 23, Friday (Old Style): In Wenham, Massachusetts, a witch jury was created:

 [on a following screen]

WITCHCRAFT
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During this year a couple of females were accused of witchcraft in Boston, Massachusetts, with no record of 
any court action.

1693
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During this year there would be yet another spasm of witchcraft hysteria. It would occur in Amesbury MA, a 
town on the Merrimack River in Massachusetts at the New Hampshire border which had been settled in 1642 
as part of Salisbury NH and named in honor of Amesbury in England. The last person to die in the witchcraft 
scare in Massachusetts would be Lydia Dustin, who died in jail on March 10th while awaiting the disposition 
of her case.58

58. Amesbury MA had become a separate precinct in 1654, and had been incorporated as a township in 1666. It later would thrive 
as a shipbuilding port and an early manufacturing centre (iron, nails, hats, carriages). John Greenleaf Whittier would live in 
Amesbury from 1836 to 1876, and many of his poems describe the surrounding country and life of that community; his house is 
preserved and his grave is in Union Cemetery. Textile production would flourish after 1812 but decline in the 1920s. The town’s 
economy is now based on light manufacturing rather than poetry, and all the witches have quite gone away.
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In Boston, the Reverend Cotton Mather’s WONDERS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD was becoming available for 
purchase.

It was clear that the Reverend Mather had not had any 2d thoughts about the Salem witch executions:

If in the midst of the many dissatisfactions among us, the
publication of these trials may promote such a pious
thankfulness unto God for justice being so far executed among
us, I shall rejoice that God is glorified.
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(Also, during this year, in October, the right Reverend would write 8 of his 9 rules in his diary, 
which eventually would be published as a broadside RULES FOR THE SOCIETIES OF NEGROES.
The right Reverend’s 9th rule, written later, would mention his NEGRO CHRISTIANIZED, first published in 1706. 
A manuscript note by Samuel Sewall on the verso of the copy of NEGRO CHRISTIANIZED at the American 
Antiquarian Society states, “Left at my house for me, when I was not at home, by Spaniard Dr. Mather’s Negro; 
March 23. 1713-14.”)

“Witches call the Devil a Black Man, 
and they generally say he resembles an Indian.”

That this stuff about the suppression of witchcraft was no mere figment of the Reverend’s perfervid 
imagination, we can see from an execution order made out in Connecticut:

Hugh Crotia, Thou Standest here presented by the name of Hugh
Crotia of Stratford in the Colony of Connecticut in New England;
for that not haueing the fear of God before thine Eyes, through
the Instigation of the Devill, thou hast forsaken thy God &
covenanted with the Devill, and by his help hast in a
preternaturall way afflicted the bodys of Sundry of his
Majesties good Subjects, for which according to the Law of God,
and the Law of this Colony, thou deseruest to dye.

Record Court of Assistants, 2: 16, 1693.

January 2, Monday (1692, Old Style): A slave of St. Helena Deputy-Governor Captain Richard Kelinge was burned to 
death for sorcery.

March 20, Monday (1692, Old Style): Ammi Ruhammah Faulkner was born in Andover. Since his mother Abigail had 
been one of those convicted as a witch in Salem, she should presumably then have been hanged in accordance 
with her sentence; however, the frenzy having evaporated, this did not occur. Ammi Ruhammah means “My 
people have obtained mercy.”59

March 18, Saturday (1692, Old Style): John Allyn of Hartford, secretary at Connecticut’s witch trials, wrote to the 
Reverend Increase Mather in Massachusetts:

As to what you mention, concerning that poor creature in your
town that is afflicted and mentioned my name to yourself and
son, I return you hearty thanks for your intimation about it,
and for your charity therein mentioned; and I have great cause
to bless God, who, of his mercy hitherto, hath not left me to
fall into such an horrid evil.

59. Cara Helfner is currently asserting on the Internet (http://www.faulknerhospital.org/PDF/
The_History_of_Faulkner_Hospital_31110.pdf), and evidently with institutional backing, that “Colonel Francis Faulkner’s second 
son Winthrop was Emerson’s grandfather.” This would of course make Ammi Ruhammah Faulkner out to have been a great-great-
grandfather of Ralph Waldo Emerson. I find I am unable to corroborate such an assertion. In fact the name “Faulkner” nowhere 
appears in the most extensive Emerson genealogy I have seen, one which in some branches takes the family back into a generation 
of Great-Great-Great-Great-Great-Great Grandparents living toward the end of the 16th Century.

WALDO’S
RELATIVES
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May 9, Tuesday (Old Style): The Supreme Court sat at Ipswich and tried and cleared several Andover residents who 
had been accused of witchcraft. –And that, for the time being, was the end of that. 

May 8, Monday (Old Style): Hugh Croasia or Crosia or Crosher or Crohsaw was brought before the court on charges 
of witchcraft in Stratford, Connecticut, but the jury found no bill. He had only to pay the costs of having been 
kept in prison.

Hugh Crotia, Thou Standest here presented by the Name of Hugh
Crotia of Stratford in the Colony of Connecticutt, in New
England; for that not haveing the fear of God before thine Eyes,
through the Instigation of the Devill, thou hast forsaken thy
God, & covenanted with the Devill, and by his help hast in a
preternaturall way afflicted the bodys of Sundry of his
Majestie’s good subjects, for which according to the Law of God,
and the Law of this Colony, thou deservest to dye.

A court of Assistants holden at Hartford, May 8th, 1693.
Present.
Robert Treat, Esq. Governor
William Joanes, Esq. Dept. Govr.
Samuel Willis, Esq.   \
William Pitkin, Esq.   |
Col. John Allyn        |
                  } Assistants
Nath. Stanly, Esq.     |
Caleb Stanly, Esq.     |
Moses Mansfield, Esq. /
Gent. of the Jury are:
Joseph Bull, Nathaneal Loomis, Joseph Wadsworth, Nathanael
Bowman, Jonathan Ashley, Stephen Chester, Daniel Heyden, Samuell
Newell, Abraham Phelps, Joseph North, John Stoughton, Thomas
Ward.
And the names of the Grand Jury are: Bartholomew Barnard, Joseph
Mygatt, William Williams, John Marsh, John Pantry, Joseph

In no courts in the world is justice more impartially dispensed,
than in our own. They yet remain for a protection to the poor as
well as rich. Still, as human institutions, they, or course, are
liable to err. Such a character, both in its lights and shades,
has always belonged to our civil tribunals.
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Langton, William Gibbons, Stephen Kelsey, Cornelious Gillett,
Samuel Collins, James Steele, Jonathan Loomis.

Fayrfield this 15 Novembor 1692 acording as is Informed that
hugh Crosia is complained of by a gerll at Stratford for
aflicting her and hee being met on ye road going westward from
fayrfeild hee being met by Joseph Stirg and danill bets of norwak
and being brought back by them to athority in fayrfeild and on
thare report to sd authority of sum confesion sd Croshaw mad of
such things as rendar him undar suspecion of familiarity with
satan sd Crosha being asked whethar he sayd he sent ye deuell
to hold downe Eben Booths gerll ye gerll above intended hee
answared hee did say so but hee was not thar himself hee
answereth he lyed when he sayd he sent ye deuell as above.
Sd hugh beeing asked whethar hee did not say hee had made a
Contract with ye deuell five years senc with his heart and signed
to ye deuells book and then seald it with his bloud which
Contract was to serve ye deuell and the deuell to serve him he
saith he did say so and sayd he ded so and wret his name and
sealed ye Contract with his bloud and that he had ever since
been practising Eivel against every man: hee also sayd ye deuell
opned ye dore of eben booths hous made it fly open and ye gate
fly open being asked how he could tell he sayd he deuell apeered
to him like a boye and told him hee ded make them fly open and
then ye boye went out of his sight.
This examination taken and Confessed before authority in
fairefeild before Us Testis the date above “Jon. Bur, Assist
“Nathan Gold, Asist.”
The Grand Jury upon consideration of this Case re-turnd,
Ignoramus....
This Court do grant to the said Hugh Crotia A Gaol Delivery, he
paying the Master of the Gaol his just fees and dues upon his
release and also all the Charge laid out on him at Fairfield, &
in bringing him to prison.
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May 12, Friday (Old Style): At this point a further petition was filed with the General Court of Connecticut, that the 
convicted witch Mercy Disborough be spared of hanging:

Filed: Reasons of Repreuing Mercy Desbrough.
To the Honrd Gen: Assembly of Connecticut Colony sitting in

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover
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Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
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Reverend George Burrough, George 
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Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba
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Hartford. Reasons of repreuing Mercy Disbrough from being put
to death until this Court had cognizance of her case.
First, because wee that repreued her had power by the law so to
do. Secondly, because we had and haue sattisfying reasons that
the sentence of death passed against her ought not to be executed
which reasons we give to this Court to be judge of
1st. The jury that brought her in guilty (which uerdict was the
ground of her condemnation) was not the same jury who were first
charged with this prisoners deliuerance and who had it in charg
many weeks. Mr. Knowles was on the jury first sworn to try this
woman and he was at or about York when the Court sate the second
time and when the uerdict was given, the jury was altered and
another man sworn.
It is so inuiolable a practice in law that the indiudual jurors
and jury that is charged with the deliuerance of a prisoner in
a capital case and on whom the prisoner puts himself or herself
to be tryed must try it and they only that al the presidents in
Old England and New confirm it and not euer heard of til this
time to be inouated. And yet not only president but the nature
of the thing inforces it for to these juors the law gaue this
power vested it in them they had it in right of law and it is
incompatible and impossible that it should be uested in these
and in others too for then two juries may haue the same power
in the same case one man altered the jury is altered.
’Tis the birthright of the Kings’ subjects so and no otherwise
to be tryed and they must not be despoyled of it.
Due form of law is that alone wherein the ualidity of verdicts
and judgments in such cases stands and if a real and apparent
murtherer be condemned and executed out of due form of law it
is inditable against them that do it for in such case the law
is superseded by arbitrary doings.
What the Court accepts and the prisoner accepts differing from
the law is nothing what the law admitts is al in the case.
If one jury may be changed two, ten, the whole may be so, and
solemn oathe made uain.
Wee durst not but dissent from and declare against such
alterations by our repreueing therefore the said prisoner when
ye were informed of this business about her jury, and we pray
this honored Court to take heed what they do in it now it is
roled to their doore and that at least they be well sattisfied
from able lawyers that such a chang is in law alowable ere this
prisoner be executed least they bring themselues into
inextricable troubles and the whole country. Blood is a great
thing and we cannot but open our mouths for the dumb in the cause
of one appointed to die by such a uerdict.
2dly. We had a good accompt of the euidences giuen against her
that none of them amounted to what Mr. Perkins, Mr. Bernard and
Mr. Mather with others state as sufficiently conuictiue of
witchcraft, namely 1st Confession (this there was none of) 2dly
two good wittnesses proueing som act or acts done by the person
which could not be but by help of the deuill, this is the summe
of what they center in as thair books show as for the common
things of spectral euidence il euents after quarels or threates,
teates, water tryalls and the like with suspitious words they
are al discarded and som of them abominated by the most judicious
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as to be conuictiue of witchcraft and the miserable toyl they
are in the Bay for adhereing to these last mentioned litigious
things is warning enof, those that will make witchcraft of such
things will make hanging work apace and we are informed of no
other but such as these brought against this woman.
These in brief are our reasons for repreueing this prisoner.
May 12th, 1693.
SAMUELL WILLIS.
WM PITKIN
NATH STANLY.
The Court may please to consider also how farr these proceedings
do put a difficulty on any further tryal of this woman.

(We know that the convicted witch of 1692, Mercy Disborough, must have been pardoned by the government 
of the colony of Connecticut, for in 1707 she was yet alive.)

December 26, Tuesday (Old Style): Ipswich was assessed £51 19s. for its part of the expenses, incurred by sessions of 
the Oyer and Terminer Court, to try those who were charged with the offense of witchcraft. 

Thus closed one of the darkest, deadliest infatuations,
which ever fell upon New England. Its criminations were so
indiscriminate; its excesses carried so far, as to break the
spell, which had long given it credibility and victims; to wrest
it, as a dreaded instrument, from the hand of fiendish revenge,
and trample it down with the forbidden follies of human,
but penitent, fallibility.
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In Salem, the West Indian slave woman Tituba, who had 2 years earlier been arrested on suspicions of 
witchcraft –or on suspicions of suspicions, or something or other– and who had for these 2 years been 
confined, thankfully forgotten about, in the Salem jail, was freed back into her previous condition of 
enslavement.

Old Captain Richard More, the bastard of the Mayflower, was still alive and living in Salem while all this stuff 
and nonsense about witches and hangings had been going down. As a man who had been condemned by his 
church on account of his sexual dalliances, he would have been entirely without influence as an elder in his 
community. One may well wonder what sort of take the old man would have had on the activities of his 
neighbors, as he watched this thing develop, and as he watched various neighbors being hauled off to be 
hanged!

Richard More would die in Salem sometime between March 19, 1693/1694 and April 20, 1696. More’s 
gravestone survives, the only known original gravestone of a Mayflower passenger still in existence which was 
erected at the time of burial:

1694
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Friend Thomas Maule, a Quaker of Salem, one of the richest men in town, proclaimed, in TRUTH HELD FORTH, 
that there were indeed witches loose in New England, and that the reason why this was so was that God was 
displeased that his people the Quakers were being persecuted. God had unleashed witches and Indians to 
devastate the persecutors of his people. This pamphlet was not anonymous — he would be imprisoned for 
slander. (In 1701 he would become more personal about his message, in NEW ENGLAND PERSECUTORS 
MAULED, by asserting flat out that “the evil one abideth in Cotton Mather.”)

1695
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Four years after the hanging of John Procter as a witch, his widow Elizabeth Procter remarried.

December: We can safely infer that Mary Tewsdale  was suspected of witchcraft, for when her corpse washed up at 
Sandy Bay Beach on St. Helena and they buried it at Half Way Tree, the corpse had a stake driven through its 
torso and they covered the gravesite with stones.

Here is an entry in the diary of John Evelyn:

There hapning so swiftly an exceeding firce frost after greate raines, & grew so very cold, that 
we had the office of the day at home: ...

1696
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That notorious witch hunter, the Reverend Cotton Mather, was the Ken Starr of Puritan New England. When 
he wasn’t out hunting witches, he was busy predicting the end of the world, this year being his first announced 
End Times. When this prediction had failed, he would revise the date of the End of the World two more times 
(Abanes, Richard. END-TIME VISIONS. NY: Four Walls Eight Windows, 1998, page 338).

The Reverend John Hale of Beverly Farms (a great-grandson of his would be a revolutionary hero — Nathan 
Hale who had but one life to give for his country) during this year authored a MODEST INQUIRY in which he 
took exception to witch trials:

Such was the darkness of that day, the tortures and lamentations
of the afflicted, and the power of former precedents, that we
walked in the clouds and could not see our way ... observing the
events of that sad catastrophe, —Anno 1692,— I was brought to a
more strict scanning of the principles I had imbibed, and by
scanning to question, and by questioning at length to reject
many of them.

1697
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January 14, Thursday (1696, Old Style): This was the Fast Day set by the General Court to expiate the Salem 
witchcraft episode. Judge Samuel Sewall had had some bad events occur in his family that had caused him to 
suspect that he and his were being punished of God. So this progenitor of the Ellen Devereux Sewall and 
Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. of Thoreau’s love stood in his pew in the South Church of Boston while the 
Reverend Samuel Willard read out his statement, that the Sewall family had been cursed of God because of 
the trials, and that he Samuel did take “the Blame and shame” upon himself, and read out his petition for the 
pardon of God and men. The twelve jurors of the Salem witchcraft trial of September 22, 1692 were 
in attendance to acknowledge that they had “unwittingly and unwillingly” brought

The judge did then and there publicly admit the injustice of the witch hangings he had ordered on Gallows Hill 
in Salem.

[The Score So Far: Seven judges, one repentant.]

upon ourselves and this people of the Lord the guilt
of innocent blood.
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March 27, Saturday (Old Style): Simon Bradstreet died (the remains of Simon’s body aren’t underneath the table 
marker in front of the Witch Memorial in the Old Burial Ground any longer due to the fact that, to repay a debt, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s grandson had them moved).

August: Winifred Benham and Winifred Benham, Junior (her 12-year-old or 13-year-old daughter) of Wallingford, 
Connecticut were tried on charges of witchcraft in Hartford and acquitted despite the mother having been 
before in court, in 1692, on a similar charge.
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October: Winifred Benham and Winifred Benham, Junior (her 12-year-old or 13-year-old daughter) of Wallingford, 
Connecticut, after being acquitted in August, were indicted on new complaints of witchcraft. This time the 
Hartford jury returned a verdict of “Ignoramus.”
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26, 4th mo.: The New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends dissociated itself from the wealthy 
Quaker of Salem, Friend Thomas Maule, who had in 1695 issued a pamphlet TRUTH HELD FORTH in which 
he had suggested that God was so displeased at the Puritan persecution of his people the Quakers that He was 
unleashing witches and Indians to punish New England.

The New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends established a Rhode Island Quarterly 
Meeting, headquartered in East Greenwich and consisting of three Monthly Meetings:

• Dartmouth Monthly Meeting.
• Rhode Island Monthly Meeting.
• Narragansett (which became Greenwich), held for a time at Kingston and hence sometimes referred 

to as “Kingston Meeting,” but in 1700 relocated to “the New Meeting in East Greenwich,” where it 
remained until in 1707 the Quarterly Meeting directed that it should be held at Providence, 
Greenwich, Kingstown, and East Greenwich alternately, which was the case until in the 4th mo. of 
1718 Providence Monthly Meeting was set off and established by Quarterly Meeting. In 3d. mo. 
1743 it was again divided, and the new grouping was named “Kingston Monthly Meeting” — this 
became South Kingstown Monthly Meeting, headquartered at Hopkinton.

June 26, Monday, 28, Wednesday (Old Style)John Evelyn’s diary:

:  after a yeares tedious altercations caused by one Dr. Fullham who had married a 
Grandaughter of my Bros, against the full Consent of her Relations, a Crafty & intriguing 
person, he so insinuated into my good Bro, after a few moneths, as to perswade my Bro[ther] 
to require me, to cut off an Intaile of the Estate he had given me, & that in Case, I should die 
without Issue Male, it might fall to the Grandaughter, which by the reiterated settlements the 
law would not give him: My Bro[ther] having often professed, that he would have it descend to 
the name, & I by no meanes willing it should be otherwise, & that the Patrimony of my 
Ancestors should be dissipated, sold or scattered, among strangers, as it would soon have ben, 
& our name & family extinguished, as it almost was, by Sir Jo: Evelyn of God-stone, Sir Jo: of 
Wilts, Sir Ed of Ditton, who leaving nothing to their name, 3 considerable Estates went away 
to the female:
My Bro[ther] likewise, having amply provided portions to his 3 Grandaughters; & so many 
years persisting to have his Estate Continue in the name: Was as I sayd, so wrought upon by 
the Crafty Doctor as upon my refusal to alter the settlement, to exhibit a Bill against me in 
Parliament now sitting, tho’ I often promised not to alter the settlement, but let it passe with 
the Contingencys, offering in the meanetime, that provided the Mannor of Wotton & Abinger 
might be reserved, to comply as to the rest, that in Case I had no heir Male it should go to the 
Grandchildren: but when I found nothing would pacify the Doctor & the rest, but the 
swallowing it all; I so answered my Bro[ther] Bill, shewing how absolutly it was conveyed to 
me; That the house of Commons was so convinct of my Case, that they durst not proceede, I 
having so very greate an Interest among them in favour of my right: So as hoping to fare better 
with the Lords, they attempted all they could to gaine a party among them; but, when they found 
I had not onely almost all the Bishops, & so very many of the secular Lords, as were the most 
eminent speakers, that they had no hope to prevaile there: My Bro[ther] (who ’til now they 
would not suffer, to accept of any Composition) did at last, offer that if I would alowe him 6500 
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pounds, to inable him to discharge [some of] his owne debts, & give legacys to his Gr[and]-
Children, he would make a new settlement, that should more expressly Convey the whole Estate 
by an indefeasable Inheritance, & being Tennant for life onely, oblige himself not to make any 
farther wast of the woods & other spoile he had begunn, & was in his power to do:
To this, in reguard of his free & original gift (tho most believed it had ben intended by my 
Father but which my Bro[ther] deneyed) & to quiet his Mind, & indeede in Gratitude, I did 
consent to, The mony to be payd by 1000 pounds a year for 7 years to begin after his decease: 
Now my good Bro[ther] being sufficiently Convinct, & declaring that what he settled on me, 
was not onely absolutly in his power, to give his Estate as he pleased, and peremptorily 
affirming to the Doctor himselfe, that he would do it again if what he had settled was not 
sufficiently valid: Yet so dextrous was this Insinuating faire tongued & crafty man, assisted with 
the perpetual solicitation of the Women; that then they set on my Bro[ther] with a Case of 
Conscience, & that tho’ he had power to give the Estate as he had don, yet in Conscience he 
ought not to have don it:
Upon this I sent my Case to the learned Bishop of Worcester Dr. Stillingflete, not more esteemed 
for his being an Excellent Lawyer, but a profound divine, who, as indeede did the A Bishop of 
Cant[erbury] Bishop of Ely, Chichester, Peterborough, Chester, Salisbery, Lichfield &c: who 
universaly affirm’d my Bro[ther] was not obliged by Conscience to revoak what he had settled 
on me: And as to matter of Law, the other Lords, Dukes, Earles & Peers who were generaly for 
me, as were the Commons: I had so much the advantage, that, had I not ben tenderer of my 
Bro[ther] reputation than some would have had me: I might have saved 6500 pounds: but I 
chose rather to incumber the Estate with it, than not to gratify my good Bro[ther] 
notwithstanding the advantage I had, & least it should be said I was ungratefull; my designe 
& desire being nothing so much in all this Contest, but to preserve the patrimonial Estate to 
the famely: So as now, a settlement being made as strong as Law could do it, all was 
Reconciled: my Good Bro[ther] having ben prevailed with, contrary to his own resolution, but 
suffers them to govern his as they pleased, & this in my absence, whilst I was cald to London 
about other affairs: to both our trouble & charge: The Writings were sealed 26. of June, & a 
Recovery suffered on 28:
After this finding my Occasions calling [me] so often to Lond[on] I tooke the remainder of the 
Time, my sonn, had in his lease of an house in Dover-streete, To which I now removed, finding 
my being at Wotton as yet Inconvenient: So as I resolved to continue at Lond[on] without 
removing my furniture at Wotton; having enough at Says Court, I furnished the house in Dover-
streete, & came to it on Saturday, July 1. from Berkley streete, where I had ben ever since I 
came from Wotton, in reguard of my unhapy Sons Indisposition: I pray God of his infinit mercy, 
whose gracious providence has hitherto so wonderfully extricated me [out] of this, & other 
disturbances & afflictions, to sanctifie it to me, and to blesse the remainder of my life & now 
very old age with peace, & Charity, & assist me with his Grace to the End:

July 6, Saturday (Old Style):  At Doctors Commons tooke my Oath of Administration of my 
Sonns Estate:

August 7, Monday (Old Style):  I went to Greenwich to refresh & take the aire for a few days: 
& to see how our building went forward:

August 13, Sunday (Old Style):  ... In the Afternoone, at Deptford, where they had built a 
pretty decent new Church: The Curat preached on 5 Gal:16:...

August 20, Sunday (Old Style):  ... I came from Greenewich where I had ben til this day & 
drank Shooters-hill waters: returned: The weather very fine & seasonable all the time:
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September 1, Friday (Old Style):  My Daughter Draper was brought to bed of a Sonn, and 
Christned on the 1 of September by the name of Richard, his Godfather[s] were Mr. Morley, 
Nephew to the late Bishop of Winchester, & Mr. Sherwood, who maried a neere Relation of my 
Sons in Law:
News of the Q[ueen]  of Portugals death, caused by a feavor with the boaring an hole in her 
Eare, for which according to the method of that Country (not of Germany) they let her blood 
til she breathed out her life:...

September 13, Wednesday (Old Style):  ... There was on Wednesday this weeke greate 
expectations of the Effects of a very dismal Eclipse of the Sun, people expected by predictions 
of the Astrologer[s] that it would be exceedingly darke: But tho’ the morning were very Mirky, 
yet was the obscurity no other than on other clowdy days: But this I well remember, the whole 
Nation was affrited by Lilly the Almanack [writer], who foretold what a dreadfull Eclipse [that 
which was called Black monday] it would be, insomuch as divers persons were grievously in 
dread, & durst not peepe out of their house: Yet was that a very bright morning, & the 
darknesse much like this: It is now above 50 years since, it was indeede succeeded with many 
revolutions, cruell wars, twixt us & Holland, but this, was preceded by the Death of the K[ing] 
of Denmark & Q[ueen]  of Portugal: But thus superstitious people, not considering the natural 
Course of those Luminarys, looke on what ever haps of Extraordinary as their Effects, who 
ought to looke up to God the Author of Nature.

October 4, Wednesday (Old Style):  Wednesday night departed this life my worthy & dear 
Bro[ther] Geo: Evelyn at his house at Wotton in Surrey in the 83d yeare of his Age, & of such 
Infirmitys as are usualy incident to so greate an Age, but in perfect memory & understanding: 
A most worthy, Gentleman, Religious, Sober & Temperate, & of so hospitable a nature as no 
family in the whole County maintained that antient Custome of keeping (as it were) open house 
the whole yeare, did the like, or gave nobler & freer Entertainement to the whole County upon 
all occasions: so as his house was never free, there being sometime 20 persons more than his 
family, & some that stayed there all the summer to his no small expense, which created him the 
universal love of the Country: To this add, his being one of the Deputy Lieutenants of the 
County; and living to be the most antient Member of Parliament living: He was Born at Wotton, 
Went to Oxford, Trinity Coll[ege] from the Free Schole at Guilford, Thence to the Midle Temple, 
as gent[lemen] of the best quality did, tho’ with no intention to study the Law as a Profession:
He married the Daughter of Colwall, [of] a worthy & antient family in Leicester-[s]hire, by 
whome he had One son; she dying in 1643, left George her son an Infant, who being educated 
liberaly, after Traveling abroad, returning home, married one Mrs. Goare; by whom he had 
severall Children but left onely 3 daughters: He was a Young man of a good understanding, but 
over Indulging to his Ease & pleasure, grew so very Corpulent, contrary to the constitution of 
the rest of his fathers relations, that he died: after my Bro[ther] his Father had married a most 
noble & honourable Lady, relict of Sir Jo Cotton, she being an Offley, a worthy & antient 
Staffordshire family by whom he had severall Children of both sexes: This lady dying left onely 
2 daughters & a son: the younger daughter dyed, before Mariage: The other lived long [as] a 
Virgin, & was afterward married to Sir Cyrill Wych, a noble learned Gent[leman] sonne to Sir 
[Peter] Wych: he had ben Ambassador at Constantinople: Sir Cyrill was afterwards Made one 
of the Lords Justices of Ireland: Before this Mariage her onely Bro[ther] John Maried the 
daughter of Aresfeild of Sussex [of] an honorable family, whom he left a Widdow, without any 
Child living: He dying about Anno 1691 & his wife not many yeares after, without any heire: 
My Bro[ther] resettled the whole Estate on me: His sister who maried S[ir] C.Wych having had 
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a portion of 6000 pounds to which what was added was worth above 300 pounds more: The 3 
other Grandaughters, with what I added to theirs about 5000 pounds each:
[This] my Bro[ther] having seene performed, died this 5t of Octob: in a good old Age, & greate 
Reputation: & making his beloved Daughter my Lady Wych sole executrix (leaving me onely 
his Library & some Pictures of my Father, Mother &c:) She indeede buried him with 
extraordinary solemnity, rather as a Noble man, Than a private Gent[leman] There were I 
computed above 2000 people at the funerall, all the Gent of the County doing him the last 
honour: This performed [20th] I returned to Lond, where I came the day before, leaving my 
Concernes at Wotton, ’til my Lady should dispose of her selfe & family: & sending onely a 
servant thither to looke after my Concerns:

October [22, Sunday] (Old Style):  ... I presented my Acetaria60 dedicated to my Lord 
Chancelor, who returned me Thanks by a most extraordinary civil lett[er] shewing him to be a 
person of greate parts, & learning &c: I waited on his [22] Lordship who received me with 
greate humanity & familiar kindnesse:

60. ACETARIA, A DISCOURSE OF SALLETS [SALADS].
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The Reverend Cotton Mather (son of Increase and grandson of Richard) wrote in MAGNALIA CHRISTI 

18TH CENTURY

1702
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AMERICANA; OR THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF NEW-ENGLAND that:

The Reverend’s opus presented Mistress Mary Rowlandson’s captivity and escape narrative from the Reverend 
Rowlandson’s perspective, as how his wife’s captivity had tested his faith, and how her return to him had 
demonstrated that his faith had been superior to the evil she had been forced to endure. This is in sharp contrast 
with Mrs. Rowlandson’s own story, which she frames within her separation from and her reunion with her 
daughter “upon free cost,” that is to say, without the need for the paying of a money ransom.

...we can hardly tell where any of ’em
[the Narragansett?] are left alive upon the face of
the earth.

MATHER’S MAGNALIA, I
MATHER’S MAGNALIA, II
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This Right Reverend also wrote in 1702 of the Salem witch trials:

This Right Reverend, a white man who wouldn’t quit, wrote:

which translates literally if approximately as:

The devils which had been so played withal, and, it may
be, by some few criminals more explicitly engaged and
imployed, now broke in upon the country, after as
astonishing a manner as was ever heard of. Some scores
of people, first about Salem, the centre and first-born
of all the towns in the colony, and afterwards in
several other places, were arrested with many
preternatural vexations upon their bodies, and a
variety of cruel torments, which were evidently
inflicted from the dæmons of the invisible world....
Flashy people may burlesque these things, but when
hundreds of the most sober people in a country where
they have as much mother-wit certainly as the rest of
mankind, know them to be true, nothing but the absurd
and froward spirit of Sadducism can question them.

Barbaris pro libertate erepta fidem Jesu Christi,
et vitam hominibus dignam reddamus.

So what if we are reducing these savages to slavery? 
—In exchange for their liberty on this continent,
our white rule bestows upon them not only the religion
of Jesus Christ but also a decent manner of existence!
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“A GENERAL INTRODUCTION,”

IN THE REVEREND COTTON MATHER’S 1702

MAGNALIA CHRISTII AMERICANA;

OR, THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF NEW-ENGLAND

Dicam hoc propter utilitatem eorum qui Lecturi sunt hoc opus.
— Theodoret.

1. I WRITE the Wonders of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION, flying from the Depravations of Europe, to the 
American Strand. And, assisted by the Holy Author of that Religion, I do, with all Conscience of Truth, 
required therein by Him, who is the Truth itself, Report the Wonderful Displays of His Infinite Power, Wisdom, 
Goodness, and Faithfulness, wherewith His Divine Providence hath Irradiated an Indian Wilderness.
I Relate the Considerable Matters, that produced and attended the First Settlement of COLONIES, which have 
been Renowned for the Degree of REFORMATION, Professed and Attained by Evangelical Churches, erected 
in those Ends of the Earth: And a field being thus prepared, I proceed unto a Relation of the Considerable 
Matters which have been acted thereupon.
I first introduce the Actors, that have, in a more exemplary manner served those Colonies; and give Remarkable 
Occurrences, in the exemplary LIVES of many Magistrates, and more Ministers, who so Lived, as to leave 
unto Posterity, Examples worthy of Everlasting Remembrance.
I add hereunto, the Notables of the only Protestant University, that ever shone in that Hemisphere of the New 
World; with particular Instances of Criolians, in our Biography, provoking the whole World, with vertuous 
Objects of Emulation.
I introduce then, the Actions of a more Eminent Importance, that have signalized those Colonies; Whether the 
Establishments, directed by their Synods; with a Rich Variety of Synodical and Ecclesiastical Determinations; 
or, the Disturbances, with which they have been from all sorts of Temptations and Enemies Tempestuated; and 
the Methods by which they have still weathered out each Horrible Tempest.
And into the midst of these Actions, I interpose an entire Book, wherein there is, with all possible Veracity, a 
Collection made, of Memorable Occurrences, and amazing Judgments and Mercies, befalling many 
particular Persons among the People of New-England.
Let my Readers expect all that I have promised them, in this Bill of Fare; and it may be they will find themselves 
entertained with yet many other Passages, above and beyond their Expectation, deserving likewise a room in 
History: In all which, there will be nothing, but the Author’s too mean way of preparing so great Entertainments, 
to Reproach the Invitation...
3. It is the History of these PROTESTANTS, that is here attempted: PROTESTANTS that highly honoured and 
affected The Church of ENGLAND, and humbly Petition to be a Part of it: But by the Mistake of a few powerful 
Brethren, driven to seek a place for the Exercise of the Protestant Religion, according to the Light of their 
Consciences, in the Desarts of America. And in this Attempt I have proposed, not only to preserve and secure 
the Interest of Religion, in the Churches of that little Country NEW-ENGLAND, so far as the Lord Jesus Christ 
may please to Bless it for that End, but also to offer unto the Churches of the Reformation, abroad in the World, 
some small Memorials, that may be serviceable unto the Designs of Reformation, whereto, I believe, they are 
quickly to be awakened... Tho’ the Reformed Churches in the American Regions, have, by very Injurious 
Representations of their Brethren (all which they desire to Forget and Forgive!) been many times thrown into a 
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Dung-Cart; yet, as they have been a precious Odour to God in Christ, so, I hope, they will be a precious 
Odour unto His People; and not only Precious, but Useful also, when the History of them shall come to be 
considered. A Reformation of the Church is coming on, and I cannot but thereupon say, with the dying Cyrus 
to his Children in Xenophon... Learn from the things that have been done already, for this is the best way 
of Learning, The Reader hath here an Account of The Things that have been done already... Thus I do not say, 
That the Churches of New-England are the most Regular that can be; yet I do say, and am sure, That they are 
very like unto those that were in the First Ages of Christianity. And if I assert, That in the Reformation of the 
Church, the State of it in those First Ages, is to be not a little considered, the Great Peter Ramus, among others, 
has emboldened me... In short, The First Age was the Golden Age: To return unto That, will make a Man a 
Protestant, and I may add, a Puritan. ’Tis possible, That our Lord Jesus Christ carried some Thousands of 
Reformers into the Retirements of an American Desart, on purpose, that, with an opportunity granted unto 
many of his Faithful Servants, to enjoy the precious Liberty of their Ministry, tho’ in the midst of many 
Temptations all their days, He might there, To them first, and then By them, give a Specimen of many Good 
Things, which He would have His Churches elsewhere aspire and arise unto: And This being done, He knows 
whether there be not all done, that New-England was planted for; and whether the Plantation may not, soon after 
this, Come to Nothing. Upon that Expression in the Sacred Scripture, Cast the unprofitable Servant into Outer 
Darkness, it hath been imagined by some, That the Regiones Extere’ of America, are the Tenebr’ Exteriores, 
which the Unprofitable are there condemned unto. No doubt, the Authors of those Ecclesiastical Impositions and 
Severities, which drove the English Christians into the Dark Regions of America, esteemed those Christians to 
be a very unprofitable sort of Creatures. But behold, ye European Churches, There are Golden Candlesticks 
[more than twice Seven Times Seven!] in the midst of this Outer Darkness: unto the upright Children of 
Abraham, here hath arisen Light in Darkness. And let us humbly speak it, it shall be Profitable for you to 
consider the Light, which from the midst of this Outer Darkness, is now to be Darted over unto the other side 
of the Atlantick Ocean. But we must therewithal ask your Prayers, that these Golden Candlesticks may not 
quickly be Removed out of their place!
4. But whether New England may Live any where else or no, it must Live in our History!... 
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GALEACIUS SECUNDUS:

THE LIFE OF WILLIAM BRADFORD, ESQ.,

GOVERNER OF PLYMOUTH COLONY

Somnos illius vigilantia defendit; omnium otium, illius
Labor; omnium Delitias, illius Industria; omnium vacationem, illius occupatio.

1. It has been a matter of some observation, that although Yorkshire be one of the largest shires in England; yet, 
for all the fires of martyrdom which were kindled in the days of Queen Mary, it afforded no more fuel than one 
poor Leaf; namely, John Leaf, an apprentice, who suffered for the doctrine of the Reformation at the same time 
and stake with the famous John Bradford. But when the reign of Queen Elizabeth would not admit the 
Reformation of worship to proceed unto those degrees, which were proposed and pursued by no small number of 
the faithful in those days, Yorkshire was not the least of the shires in England that afforded suffering witnesses 
thereunto. The Churches there gathered were quickly molested with such a raging persecution, that if the spirit 
of separation in them did carry them unto a further extream than it should have done, one blameable cause thereof 
will be found in the extremity of that persecution. Their troubles made that cold country too hot for them, so that 
they were under a necessity to seek a retreat in the Low Countries; and yet the watchful malice and fury of their 
adversaries rendered it almost impossible for them to find what they sought. For them to leave their native soil, 
their lands and their friends, and go into a strange place, where they must hear foreign language, and live meanly 
and hardly, and in other employments than that of husbandry, wherein they had been educated, these must needs 
have been such discouragements as could have been conquered by none, save those who “sought first the 
kingdom of God, and the righteousness thereof.” But that which would have made these discouragements the 
more unconquerable unto an ordinary faith, was the terrible zeal of their enemies to guard all ports, and search 
all ships, that none of them should be carried off. I will not relate the sad things of this kind then seen and felt by 
this people of God; but only exemplifie those trials with one short story. Divers of this people having hired a 
Dutchman, then lying at Hull, to carry them over to Holland, he promised faithfully to take them in between 
Grimsly and Hill; but they coming to the place a day or two too soon, the appearance of such a multitude alarmed 
the officers of the town adjoining, who came with a great body of soldiers to seize upon them. Now it happened 
that one boat full of men had been carried aboard, while the women were yet in a bark that lay aground in a creek 
at low water. The Dutchman perceiving the storm that was thus beginning ashore, swore by the sacrament that he 
would stay no longer for any of them; and so taking the advantage of a fair wind then blowing, he put out to sea 
for Zealand. The women thus left near Grimsly-common, bereaved of their husbands, who had been hurried from 
them, and forsaken of their neighbors, of whom none durst in this fright stay with them, were a very rueful 
spectacle; some crying for fear, some shaking for cold, all dragged by troops of armed and angry men from one 
Justice to another, till not knowing what to do with them, they even dismissed them to shift as well as they could 
for themselves. But by their singular afflictions, and by their Christian behaviours, the cause for which they 
exposed themselves did gain considerably. In the mean time, the men at sea found reason to be glad that their 
families were not with them, for they were surprized with an horrible tempest, which held them for fourteen days 
together, in seven whereof they saw not sun, moon or star, but were driven upon the coast of Norway. The 
mariners often despaired of life, and once with doleful shrieks gave over all, as thinking the vessel was foundred: 
but the vessel rose again, and when the mariners with sunk hearts often cried out, “We sink! we sink!” the 
passengers, without such distraction of mind, even while the water was running into their mouths and ears, would 
cheerfully shout, “Yet, Lord, thou canst save! Yet, Lord, thou canst save!” And the Lord accordingly brought 
them at last safe unto their desired haven: and not long after helped their distressed relations thither after them, 
where indeed they found upon almost all accounts a new world, but a world in which they found that they must 
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live like strangers and pilgrims.
2. Among those devout people was our William Bradford, who was born Anno 1588, in an obscure village called 
Ansterfield, where the people were as unacquainted with the Bible, as the Jews do seem to have been a part of 
it in the days of Josiah; a most ignorant and licentious people, and like unto their priest. Here, and in some other 
places, he had a comfortable inheritance left him of his honest parents, who died while he was yet a child, and 
cast him on the education, first of his grand parents, and then of his uncles, who devoted him, like his ancestors, 
unto the affairs of husbandry. Soon a long sickness kept him, as he would afterwards thankfully say, from the 
vanities of youth, and had made him the fitter for what he was afterwards to undergo. When he was about a dozen 
years old, the reading of the Scriptures began to cause great impressions upon him; and those impressions were 
much assisted and improved, when he came to enjoy Mr. Richard Clifton’s illuminating ministry, not far from his 
abode; he was then also further befriended, by being brought into the company and fellowship of such as were 
then called professors; though the young man that brought him into it did after become a prophane and wicked 
apostate. Nor could the wrath of his uncles, nor the scoff of his neighbours, now turned upon him, as one of the 
Puritans, divert him from his pious inclinations.
3. At last, beholding how fearfully the evangelical and apostolical church-form whereinto the churches of the 
primitive times were cast by the good spirit of God, had been deformed by the apostasy of the succeeding times; 
and what little progress the Reformation had yet made in many parts of Christendom towards its recovery, he set 
himself by reading, by discourse, by prayer, to learn whether it was not his duty to withdraw from the communion 
of the parish-assemblies and engage with some society of the faithful, that should keep close unto the written 
word of God, as the rule of their worship. And after many distresses of mind concerning it, he took up a very 
deliberate and understanding resolution, of doing so; which resolution he cheerfully prosecuted, although the 
provoked rage of his friends tried all the ways imaginable to reclaim him from it, unto all whom his answer was:

“Were I like to endanger my life, or consume my estate by any
ungodly courses, your counsels to me were very seasonable; but
you know that I have been diligent and provident in my calling,
and not only desirous to augment what I have, but also to enjoy
it in your company; to part from which will be as great a cross
as can befal me. Nevertheless, to keep a good conscience, and
walk in such a way as God as prescribed in his Word, is a thing
which I must prefer before you all, and above life it self.
Wherefore, since ’tis for a good cause that I am like to suffer
the disasters which you lay before me, you have no cause to be
either angry with me, or sorry for me; yea, I am not only willing
to part with every thing that is dear to me in this world for
this cause, but I am also thankful that God has given me an heart
to do, and will accept me so to suffer for him.”

Some lamented him, some derided him, all disswaded him: nevertheless, the more they did it, the more fixed he 
was in his purpose to seek the ordinances of the gospel, where they should be dispensed with most of the 
commanded purity; and the sudden deaths of the chief relations which thus lay at him, quickly after convinced 
him what a folly it had been to have quitted his profession, in expectation of any satisfaction from them. So to 
Holland he attempted a removal.
4. Having with a great company of Christians hired a ship to transport them for Holland, the master perfidiously 
betrayed them into the hands of those persecutors, who rifled and ransacked their goods, and clapped their 
persons into prison at Boston, where they lay for a month together. But Mr. Bradford being a young man of about 
eighteen, was dismissed sooner than the rest, so that within a while he had opportunity with some others to get 
over to Zealand, through perils, both by land, and sea not inconsiderable; where he was not long ashore ere a 
viper seized on his hand –that is, an officer– who carried him unto the magistrates, unto whom an envious 
passenger had accused him as having fled out of England. When the magistrates understood the true cause of his 
coming thither, they were well satisfied with him; and so he repaired joyfully unto his brethren at Amsterdam, 
where the difficulties to which he afterwards stooped in learning and serving of a Frenchman at the working of 
silks, were abundantly compensated by the delight wherewith he sat under the shadow of our Lord, in his purely 
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dispensed ordinances. At the end of two years, he did, being of age to do it, convert his estate in England into 
money; but setting up for himself, he found some of his designs by the providence of God frowned upon, which 
he judged a correction bestowed by God upon him for certain decays of internal piety, whereunto he had fallen; 
the consumption of his estate he thought came to prevent a consumption in his virtue. But after he had resided 
in Holland about half a score years, he was one of those who bore a part in the hazardous and generous enterprise 
of removing into New-England, with part of the English church at Leyden, where, at their first landing, his dearest 
consort accidentally falling overboard was drowned in the harbour; and the rest of his days were spent in the 
service, and the temptations, of that American wilderness.
5. Here was Mr. Bradford, in the year 1621, unanimously chosen the governour of the plantation: the difficulties 
whereof were such, that if he had not been a person of more than ordinary piety, wisdom and courage, he must 
have sunk under them. He had, with a laudable industry, been laying up a treasure of experiences, and he had now 
occasion to use it: indeed, nothing but an experienced man could have been suitable to the necessities of the 
people. The potent nations of the Indians, into whose country they were come, would have cut them off, if the 
blessing of God upon his conduct had not quelled them; and if his prudence, justice, and moderation had not over-
ruled them, they had been ruined by their own distempers. One specimen of his demeanour is to this day 
particularly spoken of. A company of young fellows that were newly arrived, were very unwilling to comply with 
the governour’s order for working abroad on the publick account; and therefore on Christmas-day, when he had 
called upon them, they excused themselves, with a pretence that it was against their conscience to work on such 
a day. The governour gave them no answer, only that he would spare them till they were better informed; but by 
and by he found them all at play in the street, sporting themselves with various diversions; whereupon 
commanding the instruments of their games to be taken away from them, he effectually gave them to understand. 
“That it was against his conscience that they should play whilst other were at work: and that if they had any 
devotion to the day, they should show it at home in the exercises of religion, and not in the streets with pasttime 
and frolicks,” and this gentle reproof put a final stop to all such disorders for the future.
6. For two years together after the beginning of the colony, whereof he was now governour, the poor people had 
a great experiment of “man’s not living by bread alone;” for when they were left all together without one morsel 
of bread for many months one after another, still the good providence of God relieved them, and supplied them, 
and this for the most part out of the sea. In this low condition of affairs, there was no little exercise for the 
prudence and patience of the governour, who chearfully bore his part in all: and, that industry might not flag, he 
quickly set himself to settle propriety among the new-planters; foreseeing that while the whole country laboured 
upon a common stock, the husbandry and business of the plantation could not flourish, as Plato and others long 
since dreamed that it would, if a community were established. Certainly, if the spirit which dwelt in the old 
puritans, had not inspired these new-planters, they had sunk under the burden of these difficulties; but our 
Bradford had a double portion of that spirit.
7. The plantation was quickly thrown into a storm that almost overwhelmed it, by the unhappy actions of a 
minister sent over from England by the adventurers concerned for the plantation; but by the blessing of Heaven 
on the conduct of the governour, they weathered out that storm. Only the adventurers hereupon breaking to 
pieces, threw up all their concealments with the infant colony; whereof they gave this as one reason, “That the 
planters dissembled with his Majesty and their friends in their petition, wherein they declared for a church-
discipline, agreeing with the French and others of the reforming churches in Europe.” Whereas ’twas now urged, 
that they had admitted into their communion a person who at his admission utterly renounced the Churches of 
England, (which person, by the way, was that very man who had made the complaints against them,) and 
therefore, though they denied the name of Brownists, yet they were the thing. In answer hereunto, the very words 
written by the governour were these:

“Whereas you tax us with dissembling about the French
discipline, you do us wrong, for we both hold and practice the
discipline of the French and other Reformed Churches (as they
have published the same in the Harmony of Confessions) according
to our means, in effect and substance. But whereas you would tie
us up to the French discipline in every circumstance, you
derogate from the liberty we have in Christ Jesus. The Apostle
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Paul would have none to follow him in any thing, but wherein he
follows Christ; much less ought any Christian or church in the
world to do it. The French may err, we may err, and other
churches may err, and doubtless do in many circumstances. That
honour therefore belongs only to the infallible Word of God, and
pure Testament of Christ, to be propounded and followed as the
only rule and pattern for direction herein to all churches and
Christians. And it is too great arrogancy for any man or church
to think that he or they have so sounded the Word of God unto
the bottom, as precisely to set down the church’s discipline
without error in substance or circumstances, that no other
without blame may digress or differ in any thing from the same.
And it is not difficult to shew that the Reformed Churches differ
in many circumstances among themselves.”

By which words it appears how far he was free from that rigid spirit of separation, which broke to pieces the 
Separatists themselves in the Low Countries, unto the great scandal of the reforming churches. He was indeed a 
person of a well-tempered spirit, or else it had been scarce possible for him to have kept the affairs of Plymouth 
in so good a temper for thirty-seven years together; in every one of which he was chosen their governour, except 
the three years wherein Mr. Winslow, and the two years wherein Mr. Prince, at the choice of the people, took a 
turn with him.
8. The leader of a people in a wilderness had need be a Moses; and if a Moses had not led the people of Plymouth 
Colony, when this worthy person was their governour, the people had never with so much unanimity and 
importunity still called him to lead them. Among many instances thereof, let this one piece of self-denial be told 
for a memorial of him, wheresoever this History shall be considered: The Patent of the Colony was taken in his 
name, running in these terms: “To William Bradford his heirs, associates, and assigns.” But when the number of 
freemen was much increased, and many new townships erected, the General Court there desired of Mr. Bradford, 
that he would make a surrender of the same into their hands, which he willingly and presently assented unto, and 
confirmed it according to their desire by his hand and seal, reserving no more for himself than was his proportion, 
with others, by agreement. But as he found the providence of Heaven many ways recompensing his many acts of 
self-denial, so he gave this testimony to the faithfulness of the divine promises: “That he has forsaken friends, 
houses and lands for the sake of the gospel, and the Lord gave them him again.” Here he prospered in his estate; 
and besides a worthy son which he had by a former wife, he had also two sons and a daughter by another, whom 
he married in this land.
9. He was a person for study as well as action; and hence, not withstanding the difficulties through which he had 
passed in his youth, he attained unto a notable skill in languages: The Dutch tongue was become almost as 
vernacular to him as the English; the French tongue he could also manage; the Latin and the Greek he had 
mastered; but the Hebrew he most of all studied, “Because,” he said, “he would see with his own eyes the ancient 
oracles of God in their native beauty.” He was also well skilled in History, in Antiquity, and in Philosophy; and 
for Theology he became so versed in it, that he was an irrefragable disputant against the errors, especially those 
of Anabaptism, which with trouble he saw rising in his colony; wherefore he wrote some significant things for 
the confutation of those errors. But the crown of all was his holy, prayerful, watchful, and fruitful walk with God, 
wherein he was very exemplary.
10. At length he fell into an indisposition of body, which rendered him unhealthy for a whole winter; and as the 
spring advanced, his health yet more declined; yet he felt himself not what he counted sick, till one day; in the 
night after which, the God of heaven so filled his mind with ineffable consulations, that he seemed little short of 
Paul, rapt up unto the unutterable entertainments of Paradise. The next morning he told his friends, “That the good 
Spirit of God had given him a pledge of his happiness in another world, and the first-fruits of his eternal glory;” 
and on the day following he died, May 9, 1657, in the 69th year of his age — lamented by all the colonies of New-
England, as a common blessing and father to them all.

O mihi si Similis Contingat Clausula Vitae!
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Plato’s brief description of a governour, is all that I will now leave as his character in an

                  Epitaph
MEN are but FLOCKS: BRADFORD beheld their need,
And long did them at once both rule and feed.
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Is this a capitalist country or what? In this year the General Court of the Bay Colony made restitution payments 
to the heirs of those who had been hanged for witchcraft. For instance, the heirs of Goodwife Rebecca Towne 
Nurse and her sister Mary Towne Estey or Easty, who had been hanged during the panic of 1692, received £25.

You would suppose that Abigail Dane Faulkner, who had been spared hanging as a witch only because she was 
pregnant, would be likewise awarded the princely sum of £25. But no, in this year although she petitioned the 
court that her conviction as a witch be overturned and that she be exonerated, the court would take no action 
whatever (her petition would languish for 11 full years).

In Boston, Magistrate Samuel Sewall, who had played a part in the witch trials, stood before the congregation 
of the church of which he was a member and confessed errors. He was ashamed, but not sufficiently ashamed 
to commit suicide (in Japan in this year, by way of cultural contrast, in shame for offenses of lesser moral 
turpitude 47 ronin were committing group suicide.)

1703

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

In Virginia, Grace Sherwood was suspected of witchcraft, so her thumbs were tied to her feet and she was 
thrown into the river. The water rejected her (she floated), thus substantiating the charge of witchcraft, and so 
she was imprisoned to prevent her from harming anyone.

Ann Putnam, one of the original four hysterical young women of Salem, in this year made a written statement 
of remorse, mentioning “Goodwife Nurse” in particular as one of the innocent people whom she had wrongly 
accused of witchcraft — suggesting that at the time she was leveling all these accusations she was being 
deceived by the devil.

1706

REBECCA TOWNE NURSE
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We know that the convicted witch of 1692, Mercy Disborough, must have been pardoned by the government 
of the colony of Connecticut, for in this year she was yet alive.

1707
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October 17, Wednesday (Old Style): At Boston, the Great and General Court or Assembly of Her Majesty’s Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England reversed the bill of attainder against Abigail Dane Faulkner, 
clearing her of any suspicion of witchcraft.
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The Reverend who had excommunicated Goodwife Rebecca Towne Nurse formally canceled her expulsion 
from his church congregation (it seems he was unable, however, to bring her back to life).

March: On orders from the colonial government, the congregation in Salem rescinded their excommunications of the 
citizens who had been hanged as witches. The jury issued a statement requesting the forgiveness of all who 
had suffered. Some of the farms of victims would lie fallow and abandoned for more than a century simply 
because no-one could expose themselves to the whisper that they were profiting from the spilled blood of 
innocents.

1712
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Back in 1706, in Virginia, Grace Sherwood had been suspected of witchcraft, and so her thumbs were tied to 
her feet and she was thrown into the river. The water rejected her (she floated), thus substantiating the charge 
of witchcraft, and so she had been imprisoned to prevent her from harming anyone. We have reason to suspect 
that in about this year the Virginia authorities released this woman from prison.

August: Judge Samuel Sewall’s PROPOSALS TOUCHING THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF PROPHECIES.
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Witchcraft was listed as a capital crime in the American colonies.

Philippe Le Geyt (1635-1715), for many years Lieutenant-Bailiff of the island of Jersey in the English 
Channel, at the end of his life, wrote about its constitution and laws:

As Holy Scripture forbids us to allow witches to live, many
persons have made it a matter of conscience and of religion to
be severe in respect to such a crime. This principle has without
doubt made many persons credulous. How often have purely
accidental associations been taken as convincing proofs? How
many innocent people have perished in the flames on the asserted
testimony of supernatural circumstances? I will not say that
there are no witches; but ever since the difficulty of
convicting them has been recognized in the island, they all seem
to have disappeared, as though the evidence of the times gone
by had been but an illusion. This shows the instability of all
things here below.

1715
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July 28, Saturday (Old Style): Mary Hickes and her 9-year-old daughter Elizabeth Hickes were hanged as witches in 
Huntingdon, England.

1716

FINAL EXECUTIONS

1709 Henry Young
last person to get actually hanged in England, for 
being judged to have been defeated by his oppo-
nent in a Trial by Combat

July 28, 1716
Mary Hickes and her 9-year-

old daughter Elizabeth

hanged as witches in Huntingdon, England

June 13, 1782
Anna Göldi or Göldin final person in Europe to be executed for witch-

craft, beheaded in Glarus Canton, Switzerland
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William Forbes’s INSTITUTES OF THE LAW OF SCOTLAND termed witchcraft “that black art whereby strange 
and wonderful things are wrought by a power derived from the devil.”

1722
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When, in Colchester, Connecticut, James Ackley made threats against Sarah Spencer, and his wife Elizabeth 
Ackley accused her of “riding and pinching” (activities characteristic of a witch), Sarah sued for £500 damages 
and produced a certificate from her minister. She obtained a judgment for £5 and court costs. The Ackleys, 
however, rather than paying up, appealed the decision, and the appeal jury found the Ackleys to not be insane 
and cut the lower court’s award to Sarah down to damages of ls.

1724

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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March 20, Thursday (1734, Old Style)-28, Friday (1735, Old Style): On page 2 of the Boston Evening News-Letter 
appeared a report, submitted without commentary by the Reverend Joseph Emerson of Malden, Massachusetts 
and the Reverends Samuel Moody and Joseph “Handkerchief” Moody of York, that in Kittery, Massachusetts 
a 19-year-old had been baking three identically made loaves of “Indian bread,” but when she removed these 
loaves from the oven she discovered that one of her three had become “exactly the colour of a Blood Pudding.” 
Obviously, this was being considered by the three reverends to be a sign granted to them, of the Last Time. 
Those who have eyes to see, let them see; those who have ears to hear, let them hear; and if you have eyes to 
see and will not see and ears to hear and will not hear, then to Hell with you.

[W]hen Joseph Emerson and the two Moodies bore witness to a
woman’s discovery of a millennial sign in her loaf of blood-
colored bread, they were declaring females capable of receiving
messages from God. They may also have been fending off
alternative readings of the event as witchcraft or sanction for
independent prophecy.
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That notorious witch hunter, the Reverend Cotton Mather, was the Ken Starr of Puritan New England. When 
he wasn’t out hunting witches he was busy predicting the end of the world, this year being his third announced 
End Times (his initial guess had been 1697, his second guess had been 1716). (Abanes, Richard. END-TIME 
VISIONS. NY: Four Walls Eight Windows, 1998, page 338)
The Witchcraft Act of King James I was replaced under King George II by a new witchcraft act under which 
those suspected of consorting with evil spirits were no longer to be hanged. Instead, a person who pretended 
to have the power to call up spirits, or to have the power to foretell the future, or to have the power to cast 
spells, would be fined and imprisoned as a vagrant and con artist.

William Forbes’s INSTITUTES OF THE LAW OF SCOTLAND had in 1722 termed witchcraft “that black art 
whereby strange and wonderful things are wrought by a power derived from the devil.” Scotland’s 1563 act 
on witchcraft as a sin and crime was by this point so firmly seated in the Scotch mind that when the law against 
witchcraft was repealed, the repeal was commonly denounced as contrary to the law of God. 
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MILLENNIALISM

SCOTLAND
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When the colonial laws had first been printed in 1715, witchcraft had been listed as a capital crime. When in 
this year these colonial laws were reprinted, the crime of witchcraft was no longer on the list.
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In Bristol, Connecticut “on the mountain” (this would likely have been Fall Mountain), a young woman of the 
Norton family accused her aunt of having put a bridle on her and driven her through the air to witch meetings 
in Albany. Deacon Dutton’s ox was torn apart by an invisible agent and unseen hands were pinching at 
residents of the town, and sticking red hot pins into them. When Elder Wildman set out to exorcise the evil 
spirit, he became so terrorized that he called for help, and then a member of his posse of assistants became 
frightened to the point of going into convulsions. This young woman named Norton therefore came to be 
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“suspicioned” of witchcraft, but there is no record of any action.

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
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1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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The 4th and last of the volumes of Sir William Blackstone’s COMMENTARIES ON THE LAWS OF ENGLAND.

To deny the possibility, nay, actual existence of witchcraft and
sorcery, is at once flatly to contradict the revealed word of
God, in various passages both of the old and new testament: and
the thing itself is a truth to which every nation in the world
hath in its turn borne testimony, either by examples seemingly
well attested, or by prohibitory laws; which at least suppose
the possibility of a commerce with evil spirits.

1769
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June 13, Thursday: Anna Göldi or Göldin, the final person in Europe to be executed for witchcraft, was beheaded in 
Glarus Canton, Switzerland almost 300 years after Heinrich Kramer and Johann Sprenger’s MALLEUS 
MALEFICARUM (THE WITCH HAMMER) had been endorsed by the Faculty of Theology at the University of 
Cologne and a decade before Philippe Pinel’s reforms in mental treatment at the Bicêtre asylum.61

(It would seem that what actually happened in this case was that she was the maid of a Dr. Johann Jakob 
Tschudi who had been taking advantage of her sexually, and she had threatened to expose this illicit sexuality.)

1782

FAMOUS LASTS

1743
Canis lupus lupus, in Scotland an old man in Morayshire named MacQueen of 

Findhorn killed the last one

June 13, 1782
Anna Göldi or Göldin final person in Europe to be executed for witch-

craft, beheaded in Glarus Canton, Switzerland

1786
Canis lupus lupus, in Ireland a wolf near Mount Leinster in County Carlow was 

hunted down after killing sheep

61. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF  NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American 
Psychological Association, 1994

PSYCHOLOGY
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March 10, Saturday: A complaint was registered in the Gazette de Jersey that there seemed to be more and more 
wizards and witches in the island of Jersey in the English Channel, and more and more victims of these wizards 
and witches. The complainer described an instance that had just taken place at St. Brelade’s: a worthy 
householder had dreamt that a certain wizard had ordered him to poison himself on a specified night. The 
worried man had told his wife, and they had purchased the assistance of a White Witch. This Quéraude had 
prescribed that the householder fast and otherwise prepare himself for his ordeal. When the night in question 
arrived, this fee professional adviser, the householder, the householder’s wife, and four or five of his friends, 
swords drawn, had shut themselves into a chamber. The White Witch had had them boil some special herbs, 
roast a cow’s heart studded with nails and pins, read specific passages from the family Bible, thrust swords up 
the chimney to prevent the Black Witch from entering from that direction, wave their swords around in the air 
of the chamber, point their swords toward the earth to hinder the Black Witch from rising up, etc.

May: A woman in Philadelphia was accused of sorcery. (During an intense July heat wave, after a child who had 
been given a charm died, authorities not having reacted, this woman would be stoned to death by her 
neighbors.)

A draft of a new national constitution was prepared for the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia by 
Charles C. Pinckney of South Carolina.

Major William Pierce of Georgia took some notes on the debates at the Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia during this month.

James Madison would be taking notes on the debates at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia from 
this month into September.

May 25, Friday-September: George Washington would be presiding at a Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia. 
Meanwhile, during an intense July heat wave, after a child who had been given a charm died, authorities not 
having reacted, the woman who had in May been accused of sorcery would be stoned to death by her 
Philadelphia neighbors.

1787

WITCHCRAFT

READ THE FULL TEXT

READ MADISON’S NOTES

WITCHCRAFT

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/const/pierce.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/debates/debcont.htm


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

 Calf Island, a 17-acre outer harbor island lying just to the north of Great Brewster Island, probably had been 
named after Robert Calef, the Boston merchant who had authored the tract MORE WONDERS OF THE INVISIBLE 
WORLD which had helped somewhat in dispelling the witchcraft hysteria. During this century a group of 
lobstermen would be living there, chief among whom would be James Turner.

19TH CENTURY

1800
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 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket” successfully defended himself at a trial for witchcraft. 

1801

Major American Witchcraft Cases

1647 Elizabeth Kendall, Alse Young 1663 Mary Barnes 

1648 Margaret Jones, Mary Johnson 1666 Elizabeth Seager 

1651 Alice Lake, Mrs. (Lizzy) Kendal, Goody 
Bassett, Mary Parsons

1669 Katherine (Kateran) Harrison 

1652 John Carrington, Joan Carrington 1683 Nicholas Disborough, Margaret Mattson

1653 Elizabeth “Goody” Knapp, Elizabeth 
Godman

1688 Annie “Goody” Glover

1654 Lydia Gilbert, Kath Grady, Mary Lee 1692 Bridget Bishop, Rebecca Towne Nurse, 
Sarah Good, Susannah Martin, Elizabeth 
Howe, Sarah Wildes, Mary Staplies, 
Mercy Disborough, Elizabeth Clawson, 
Mary Harvey, Hannah Harvey, Goody 
Miller, Giles Cory, Mary Towne Estey, 
Reverend George Burrough, George 
Jacobs, Sr., John Proctor, John Willard, 
Martha Carrier, Sarah Good, Martha 
Corey, Margaret Scott, Alice Parker, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmott Redd, Samuel Ward-
well, Mary Parker, Tituba

1655 Elizabeth Godman, Nicholas Bayley, 
Goodwife Bayley, Ann Hibbins

1693 Hugh Crotia, Mercy Disborough

1657 William Meaker 1697 Winifred Benham, Senr., Winifred Ben-
ham, Junr. 

1658 Elizabeth Garlick, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Katherine Grade

1724 Sarah Spencer 

1661 Nicholas Jennings, Margaret Jennings 1768  —— Norton 

1662 Nathaniel Greensmith, Rebecca 
Greensmith, Mary Sanford, Andrew San-
ford, Goody Ayres, Katherine Palmer, 
Judith Varlett, James Walkley

1801 Sagoyewatha “Red Jacket”
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 Sir William Blackstone’s COMMENTARIES ON THE LAWS OF ENGLAND as reprinted in this year in Boston, 
Massachusetts, included the following:

To deny the possibility, nay, actual existence of witchcraft and
sorcery, is at once flatly to contradict the revealed word of
God, in various passages both of the old and new testament: and
the thing itself is a truth to which every nation in the world
hath in its turn borne testimony, either by examples seemingly
well attested, or by prohibitory laws; which at least suppose
the possibility of a commerce with evil spirits.

1818
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 August 7, Monday: Potatoes were 1st planted in the Hawaiian Islands.

Marie Anne Elisa Bonaparte, a sister of Napoléon Bonaparte, died at the age of 43.

Ellen Kilshaw Fuller was born to Margaret Crane Fuller and Timothy Fuller.

In the United States of America, this was the 4th national Census Day. Exceedingly few were living alone. 
In Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, for instance, the census turned up only two such individuals: a solitary 
Mary Garfield, a spinster who spun for her neighbors but did not get along well with her kin and who was being 
referred to as “old Moll Garfield the witch,” and a solitary Jonas Stone, an “insane person” who rejected all 
attempts at help and was in the process of being coerced by town authorities.

1820
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 Charles Lamb’s WITCHES AND OTHER NIGHT FEARS.

1821
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 In a novel RACHEL DYER, a failed Quaker from Maine named John Neal, who had sought disownment from 
the Religious Society of Friends, reworked the Mary Dyer/Anne Hutchinson stories in the context of Salem 
witchcraft, initially for Blackwood’s Magazine.

1828
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 Lecture Season:  The 2d course of lectures offered by the Salem Lyceum consisted of:

1830

The Salem Lyceum — 2d Season
Rufus Babcock of Salem
Power of Mind

Alexander H. Everett
A Review of the Continual Progress in Improvement of Mankind

Alonzo Potter
Moral Philosophy

Malthus A. Ward of Salem
Gardening

Leonard Withington
Historical Probability

Stephen C. Phillips of Salem
The Influence of the Country and the Age in which we Live, 
on the Condition of Man, as an Individual, a Member of Society, 
a Political Agent, and an Intelligent and Moral Being

Henry K. Oliver of Salem
Pneumatics

Albert L. Peirson of Salem
Biography of Dr. Jenner, and history of vaccination

Henry K. Oliver of Salem
Solar eclipse of 1831

George Choate of Salem
Climate and its Influence on Organic Life

Charles W. Upham of Salem
Witchcraft (1st lecture)

Charles W. Upham of Salem
Witchcraft (2nd lecture)
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Jonathan Webb of Salem
Electricity (1st Lecture)

Jonathan Webb of Salem
Electricity (2nd Lecture)

Alexander H. Everett of Salem
French Revolution (1st Lecture)

Alexander H. Everett of Salem
French Revolution (2nd Lecture)

Thomas Spencer of Salem
Optical Instruments

Malthus A. Ward of Salem
Natural History (1st Lecture)

Malthus A. Ward of Salem
Natural History (2nd Lecture)

Francis Peabody of Salem
Heat

Stephen P. Webb of Salem
Russian History

Edward Everett
Political Prospects of Europe

Benjamin F. Browne of Salem
Zoology

Rufus Choate of Salem
History of Poland
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 November 24, Tuesday: In Parma, Italy, Nicolò Paganini had an audience with Grand Duchess Maria Louisa, 
widow of the Emperor Napoléon.

Records of the “Institute of 1770”:

Lecture by Stone on “Witchcraft.” Debated: “Ought the military 
law to bind all classes?” Decided in the affirmative — 15 to 8.

In the south Pacific ocean, in the English chapel on the island of Papaiti, Captain Robert FitzRoy, accompanied 
by Mr. Darwin among others, had an audience with Pōmare IV, Queen of Tahiti:

With all the officers who could be spared from the duty of the 
ship, Mr. Darwin and I repaired early to Papiete. Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
Henry, and Hitote, were of the party. Arrived at the hospitable 
abode of Mr. Pritchard, we waited until a messenger informed us of 
the queen’s arrival at the appointed place of meeting — the English 
chapel. From our position we had just seen the royal escort — a 
very inferior assemblage. It appeared that the chiefs and elderly 
people had walked to the chapel when our boats arrived, leaving 
only the younger branches of the community to accompany Pomare. 
The English chapel is a small, wooden structure, with a high, 
angular roof; it is about fifty feet in length and thirty feet 
wide; near the eastern end is a pulpit, and at each corner a small 
pew. The rest of the building is occupied by strong benches, 
extending nearly from side to side; latticed windows admit light 
and air; the roof is thatched in a partly Otaheitan manner; none 
of the woodwork is painted, neither is there any decoration. 
Entering the chapel with my companions, I turned towards the 
principal pews, expecting to see Pomare there; but no, she was 
sitting almost alone, at the other end of the building, looking 
very disconsolate. Natives sitting promiscuously on the benches 
saluted us as we entered: — order, or any kind of form, there was 
none.
The only visible difference between Pomare and her subjects was 
her wearing a gay silk gown, tied however round the throat, though 
entirely loose elsewhere; being made and worn like a loose smock-
frock, its uncouth appearance excited more notice from our eyes 
than the rich material. In her figure, her countenance, or her 
manner, there was nothing prepossessing, or at all calculated to 
command the respect of foreigners. I thought of Oberea,* and wished 
that it had been possible to retain a modified dress of the former 
kind. A light undergarment added to the dress of Oberea might have 
suited the climate, satisfied decency, and pleased the eye, even 
of a painter.
Disposed at first to criticise rather ill-naturedly — how soon our 
feelings altered, as we remarked the superior appearance and 
indications of intellectual ability shown by the chieftains, and 
by very many of the natives of a lower class. Their manner, and 
animated though quiet tone of speaking, assisted the good sense 
and apparent honesty of the principal men in elevating our ideas 

1835
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of their talents, and of their wish to act correctly.
Every reader of voyages knows that the chiefs of Otaheite are 
large, fine-looking men. Their manner is easy, respectful, and to 
a certain degree dignified; indeed on the whole surprisingly good. 
They speak with apparent ease, very much to the purpose in few 
words, and in the most orderly, regular way. Not one individual 
interrupted another; no one attempted to give his opinions, or 
introduce a new subject, without asking permission; yet did the 
matters under discussion affect them all in a very serious manner. 
Might not these half-enlightened Otaheitans set an example to 
numbers whose habits and education have been, or ought to have 
been, so superior?
It had become customary to shake hands with the queen, as well as 
with the chiefs. This compliment we were expected to pay; but it 
seemed difficult to manage, since Pomare occupied a large share of 
the space between two benches nearest to the wall, and the next 
space was filled by natives. However, squeezing past her, one after 
another, shaking hands at the most awkward moment, we 
countermarched into vacant places on the benches next in front of 
her. The principal chiefs, Utaame, Taati, Hitote, and others, sat 
near the queen, whose advisers and speakers appeared to be Taati 
and her foster-father. It was left for me to break the silence and 
enter upon the business for which we had assembled. Desirous of 
explaining the motives of our visit, by means of an interpreter in 
whom the natives would place confidence, I told Mitchell the pilot 
to request that Queen Pomare would choose a person to act in that 
character.
She named Mr. Pritchard. I remarked, that his sacred office ought 
to raise him above the unpleasant disputes in which he might become 
involved as interpreter. The missionaries had approached, and were 
living in Otaheite, with the sole object of doing good to their 
fellowmen, but I was sent in a very different capacity. As an 
officer in the service of my king, I was either to do good or harm, 
as I might be ordered; and it was necessary to distinguish between 
those who were, and ought to be always their friends, and men whose 
duty might be unfriendly, if events should unfortunately 
disappoint the hopes of those interested in the welfare of 
Otaheite. These expressions appeared to perplex the queen, and 
cause serious discussions among the chiefs. Before any reply was 
made, I continued: “But if Mr. Pritchard will undertake an office 
which may prove disagreeable, for the sake of giving your majesty 
satisfaction, by forwarding the business for which this assembly 
was convened, it will not become me to object; on the contrary, I 
shall esteem his able assistance as of the most material 
consequence.”
The queen immediately replied, through the chieftain at her right 
hand, Taati, that she wished Mr. Pritchard to interpret.
Removing to a position nearer the queen and chiefs (he had been 
sitting at a distance), Mr. Pritchard expressed his entire 
readiness to exert himself on any question which might affect the 
good understanding and harmony that hitherto had existed between 
the natives of Otaheite and the British; and he trusted that those 
persons present who understood both languages, (Messrs. Wilson, 
Bicknell, Henry, and others,) would assist and correct his 
interpretations as often as they thought it necessary.
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Commodore Mason’s letter to me, authorizing my proceedings, was 
then read —in English, by myself— and translated by Mr. Pritchard. 
Next was read an agreement or bond, by which Queen Pomare had 
engaged to pay 2,853 dollars, or an equivalent, on or before the 
1st day of September 1835, as an indemnification for the capture 
and robbery of the Truro at the Low Islands.
The queen was asked whether her promise had been fulfilled?
Taati answered, “Neither the money nor an equivalent has yet been 
given.”
“Why is this?” I asked. “Has any unforeseen accident hindered your 
acting up to your intentions; or is it not to be paid?”
Utaame and Hitote spoke to Taati, who replied, “We did not 
understand distinctly how and to whom payment was to be made. It 
is our intention to pay; and we now wish to remove all doubts, as 
to the manner of payment.”
I observed, that a clear and explicit agreement had been entered 
into with Capt. Seymour; if a doubt had arisen it might have been 
removed by reference to the parties concerned, or to disinterested 
persons; but no reference of any kind had been made, and Mr. 
Bicknell, the person appointed to receive the money, or an 
equivalent, had applied to the queen, yet had not obtained an 
answer.
I then reminded Pomare of the solemn nature of her agreement; of 
the loss which her character, and that of her chiefs, would 
sustain; and of the means England eventually might adopt to recover 
the property so nefariously taken away from British subjects. I 
said that I was on my way to England, where her conduct would become 
known; and if harsh measures should, in consequence, be adopted, 
she must herself expect to bear the blame.
These words seemed to produce a serious effect. Much argumentative 
discussion occupied the more respectable natives as well as the 
chiefs; while the queen sat in silence.
I must here remark, in explanation of the assuming or even harsh 
tone of my conduct towards Pomare, at this meeting, that there was 
too much reason for believing that she had abetted, if not in a 
great measure instigated, the piracy of the Paamuto people (or Low 
Islanders). For such conduct, however, her advisers were the most 
to blame. She was then very young; and during those years in which 
mischief occurred, must have been guided less by her own will than 
by the desires of her relations.
I had been told that excuses would be made; and that unless 
something like harshness and threatening were employed, ill 
effects, instead of a beneficial result, would be caused by the 
meeting: for the natives, seeing that the case was not taken up in 
a serious manner, and that the captain of the ship of war did not 
insist, would trouble themselves no farther after she had sailed 
away; and would laugh at those by whom the property was to be 
received.
The ‘Paamuto,’ or Low Islands, where the piracies have occurred, 
in which she and her relations were supposed to have been 
concerned, were, and are still considered (though nominally given 
up by her), as under her authority and particular influence. Her 
father was a good friend to all the natives of those islands; and 
the respect and esteem excited by his unusual conduct have 
continued to the present time, and shown themselves in attachment 
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to his daughter. So much hostility has in general influenced the 
natives of different islands, that to be well treated by a powerful 
chief, into whose hands a gale of wind, or warfare throws them, is 
a rare occurrence.
The Paamuto Isles are rich in pearl oysters. Pomare, or her 
relations, desired to monopolize the trade. Unjustifiable steps 
were taken, actuated, it is said, by her or by these relations; 
and hence this affair.
They soon decided to pay the debt at once. Thirty-six tons of pearl 
oyster-shells, belonging to Pomare, and then lying at Papiete, were 
to form part of the equivalent; the remainder was to be collected 
among the queen’s friends. Taati left his place near her, went into 
the midst of the assembly, and harangued the people in a forcible 
though humorous manner, in order to stimulate them to subscribe 
for the queen. After he had done speaking, I requested Mr. 
Pritchard to state strongly that the innocent natives of Otaheite 
ought not to suffer for the misdeeds of the Low Islanders. The 
shells which had come from those ill-conducted people, might well 
be given as part of the payment; but the queen ought to procure 
the rest from them, and not from her innocent and deserving 
subjects. A document, expressing her intention to pay the remaining 
sum within a stated time, signed by herself and by two chiefs, with 
a certainty that the property would be obtained from the Low 
Islanders, would be more satisfactory than immediate payment, if 
effected by distressing her Otaheitan subjects, who were in no way 
to blame.
Taati replied, “The honour of the queen is our honour. We will 
share her difficulties. Her friends prefer assisting her in 
clearing off this debt, to leaving her conduct exposed to censure. 
We have determined to unite in her cause, and endeavour to pay all 
before the departure of the man-of-war.”
It was easy to see that the other principal chiefs had no doubt of 
the propriety of the demand; and that they thought the queen and 
her relations ought to bear the consequences of their own conduct. 
Taati, who is related to her, exerted himself far more than Utaame, 
Hitote, or any of the others. This part of the business was then 
settled by their agreeing to give the shells already collected, 
such sums of money as her friends should choose to contribute, and 
a document signed by two principal chiefs, expressing the sum 
already collected and paid; and their intention of forthwith 
collecting the remainder, and paying it before a stipulated time. 
Difficulties about the present, as compared with the former value 
of the shells, were quickly ended by arbitration; and their value 
estimated at fifty dollars per ton: the ready way in which this 
question about the value of the shells was settled, gave me a high 
idea of the natives’ wish to do right, rather than take advantage 
of a doubtful point of law.
I next had to remark, that the queen had given up the murderers of 
the master and mate of the Truro in a merely nominal manner, and 
not in effect; and that she must expect to receive a communication 
upon that subject by the next man-of-war.
She asked me — whether I really thought they would be required from 
her by the next man-of-war?
I replied: “Those men were tried and condemned by the laws of 
Otaheite. Your majesty, as sovereign, exercised your right of 
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pardoning them. I think that the British Government will respect 
your right as queen of these islands; and that his Britannic 
Majesty will not insist upon those men being punished, or again 
tried for the same offence; but the propriety of your own conduct 
in pardoning such notorious offenders, is a very different affair. 
It will not tend to diminish the effect of a report injurious to 
your character, which you are aware has been circulated.”
After a pause, I said, “I was desired to enquire into the 
complaints of British subjects and demand redress where necessary. 
No complaints had been made to me; therefore I begged to 
congratulate her majesty on the regularity and good conduct which 
had prevailed; and thanked her, in the name of my countrymen, for 
the kindness with which they had been treated.”
I then reminded Pomare of the deep interest generally felt for 
those highly deserving and devoted missionaries, whose exertions, 
hazardous and difficult as they had been, and still were, had 
raised the natives of Otaheite to their present enlightened and 
improved condition; and that every reason united to demand for them 
the steady co-operation of both her and her chiefs. Finding that 
they listened attentively to Mr. Pritchard’s interpretation, which 
I was told was as good as it appeared to me fluent and effective, 
I requested permission to say a few words more to the queen — to 
the effect that I had heard much of her associating chiefly with 
the young and inexperienced, almost to the exclusion of the older 
and trustworthy counsellors whom she had around her at this 
assembly. To be respected, either at home or abroad, it was 
indispensably necessary for her to avoid the society of inferior 
minds and dispositions; and to be very guarded in her own personal 
conduct. She ought to avoid taking advice from foreigners, whom 
she knew not, and whose station was not such as might be a guarantee 
for their upright dealings: and she ought to guard carefully 
against the specious appearances of adventurers whose intentions, 
or real character, it was not possible for her to discover readily. 
Such men could hardly fail to misinform her on most subjects; but 
especially on such as interested themselves; or about which they 
might entertain the prejudices and illiberal ideas which are so 
prevalent among ignorant or ill-disposed people. I tried to say 
these things kindly, as the advice of a friend: Pomare thanked me, 
acknowledged the truth of my remarks, and said she would bear them 
in mind.
Turning to the chiefs, a few words passed, previous to Taati asking 
me, in her name, “Whether they were right in allowing a foreigner 
to enlist Otaheitans to serve him as soldiers; and in permitting 
them and other men to be trained, for warlike purposes, upon their 
island?”* My reply was, “If Otaheitan subjects, so trained, almost 
under the queen’s eye, act hostilely against the natives of any 
other island, will not those natives deem her culpable? To my 
limited view of the present case, it appears impolitic, and 
decidedly improper to do so.” After a few words with Utaame and 
Hitote, Taati rose and gave notice that no Otaheitan should enlist 
or be trained to serve as a soldier, in a foreign cause. By this 
decree de Thierry lost his enlisted troops, except a few New 
Zealanders, and whaling seamen.
One of the seven judges, an intelligent, and, for an Otaheitan, a 
very well educated man, named ‘Mare,’ asked to speak to me. “You 
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mentioned, in the third place,” said Mare, “that you were desired 
to enquire into the complaints of British subjects, and demand 
redress, if necessary. You have stated that no complaint has been 
made, and you have given us credit for our conduct: allow me now 
to complain of the behaviour of one of your countrymen, for which 
we have failed in obtaining redress.” Here Mare detailed the 
following case of the ‘Venilia,’ and said that no reply to their 
letter to the British government, had yet been received. Mare then 
added, in a temperate though feeling manner, “does it not appear 
hard to require our queen to pay so large a sum as 2,853 dollars 
out of her small income; while that which is due to her, 390 
dollars, a mere trifle to Great Britain, has not obtained even an 
acknowledgment from the British government?”
I ventured to assure Mare that some oversight, or mistake, must 
have occurred, and promised to try to procure an answer for them, 
which, I felt assured, would be satisfactory.
The letter on the subject of the Venilia, very literally 
translated, is as follows: it is, for many reasons, a curious 
document.

“Our friend, the king of Britain, and all persons in 
office in your government, may you all be saved by the true 
God!
“The following is the petition of Pomare, of the governors, 
and of the chiefs of Tahiti.
“A whale-ship belonging to London, has been at Tahiti: 
‘Venilia’ is the name of the ship, ‘Miner’ is the name of 
the captain. This ship has disturbed the peace of the 
government of Queen Pomare the first. We consider this ship 
a disturber of the peace, because the captain has turned on 
shore thirteen of his men, against the will of the governor 
of this place, and other persons in office. The governor of 
this district made known the law clearly. The captain of the 
ship objected to the law, and said that he would not regard 
the law. We then became more resolute: the governor said to 
the chiefs, ‘Friends, chiefs of the land, we must have a 
meeting.’ The chiefs assembled on the twenty-second day of 
December 1831. The governor ordered a man to go for the 
captain of the ship. When he had arrived on shore, the 
governor appointed a man to be speaker for him. The speaker 
said to the captain of the ship, ‘Friend, here are your men, 
take them, and put them on board of your ship; it is not 
agreeable to us that they should remain upon our land.’ The 
captain said, ‘I will not by any means receive them again: 
no, not on any account whatever!’ The governor again told 
his speaker to say, ‘Take your men, and put them on board 
your ship, we shall enforce our laws.’ The captain strongly 
objected to this, saying, ‘I will not, on any account, again 
receive these bad men, these mutineers.’ We then said, ‘It 
is by no means agreeable to us for these men to live on shore: 
if they are disturbers of the peace on board the ship, they 
will disturb the peace on shore.’ Captain Hill, who has long 
been a captain belonging to Britain, spoke to the captain of 
the ship: this is what he said to him: ‘It is not at all 
agreeable to the laws of Britain that you should discharge, 
or in any manner turn away your men in a foreign land.’ This 
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is another thing Captain Hill said, ‘you should write a 
document, stating clearly the crime for which these men have 
been turned on shore; that the governor and chiefs may know 
how to act towards them, and that they may render you any 
assistance.’ But this was not agreeable to the captain; he 
would not write a document. The governor then said to the 
captain, ‘If you will not take your men on board again, give 
us the money, as expressed in the law.’ The captain said, ‘I 
will not give the money, neither will I again take the men: 
no, not on any terms whatever; and if you attempt to put them 
on board the ship, I will resist, even unto death.’ The 
governor then said, ‘We shall continue to be firm; if you 
will not give the money, according to the law, we shall put 
your men on board the ship, and should you die, your death 
will be deserved.’ When the captain perceived that we were 
determined to enforce the law, he said, ‘It is agreed; I will 
give you the money, three hundred and ninety dollars.’
“On the 24th of December the governor sent a person for the 
money. The captain of the ship said, ‘He had no money.’ We 
then held a meeting: the governor’s speaker said to the 
captain, ‘Pay the money according to the agreement of the 
22d day of this month.’ The captain said, ‘I have no money.’ 
The governor told him, ‘If you will not pay the money we will 
put your men on board the ship.’
“One Lawler said, ‘Friends, is it agreeable to you that I 
should assist him? I will pay the money to you, three hundred 
and ninety dollars! I will give property into your hands: 
this is the kind of property; such as may remain a long time 
by the sea-side and not be perishable. In five months, should 
not the money be paid, this property shall become your own.’
“Mr. Pritchard said that this was the custom among 
foreigners. We agreed to the proposal.
“On the 26th of December we went to Lawler’s house to look 
at the property, and see if it was suitable for the sum of 
money; and also to make some writings about this property. 
While there, Lawler made known to us something new, which 
was, that we should sign our names to a paper, written by 
the captain, for him to show his owners. We did not agree to 
this proposal, because we did not know the crime for which 
these men were turned on shore. We saw clearly that these 
two persons were deceiving us, and that they would not pay 
the money; also that the captain would not again take his 
men; but we did not attempt to put his men on board the ship, 
because another English whaler had come to anchor. We told 
the captain that we should write a letter to the British 
government, that they might order this business to be 
investigated, and might afford us their assistance.
“This is the substance of what we have to say:— We entreat 
you, the British Government, to help us in our troubles. 
Punish this Captain Miner, and command the owners of the 
Venilia to pay us three hundred and ninety dollars for 
thirteen of their men having been left on our land; and also 
to send the wages of a native man who was employed to supply 
the whole crew with bread-fruit while at anchor here. Let 
them send a good musket for this man, because the captain 
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has not given him a good musket according to the agreement 
at the beginning. Captain Miner also gave much trouble to 
the pilot. He took his ship out himself: the pilot went after 
the ship to get his money, and also the money for Pomare, 
for anchorage. He would not give the pilot his share. After 
some time he gave the pilot some cloth for his share.
“In asking this, we believe that our wish will be complied 
with. We have agreed to the wish of the British government 
in receiving the Pitcairn’s people, and in giving them land. 
We wish to live in peace, and behave well to the British 
flag, which we consider our real friend, and special 
protection. We also wish that you would put in office a man 
like Captain Hill, and send him to Tahiti, as a 
representative of the king of Great Britain, that he may 
assist us. If this should not be agreeable to you, we pray 
you to give authority to the reverend George Pritchard, the 
missionary at this station.
“This is the conclusion of what we have to say. Peace be with 
you. May you be in a flourishing condition, and may the reign 
of the beloved king of Britain be long! Written at Tahiti on 
the sixth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two.

“On behalf of POMARE, the queen.
“Signed by APAAPA, chief secretary.
ARUPAEA, district governor.
TEPAU, district governor.
TEHORO, one of the seven supreme judges.
MARE, a district judge,
(since raised to be a supreme judge).”

“Addition:— “This man, Lawler, is an Irishman: he has been 
living at Tahiti about three months: he came from the 
Sandwich Islands. Of his previous conduct we can say nothing. 
We much wish that a British ship of war would come frequently 
to Tahiti to take to their own lands these bad foreigners 
that trouble us. It is useless for us to depend upon the 
consul at the Sandwich Islands. We have long known that we 
can obtain no assistance from him.
“We wish to do our duty towards you Britons. You are powerful 
and rich — but we are like weak children.

“On behalf of POMARE, the queen.
APAAPA, chief secretary.”
“Paofai (close to Papiete),
Tahiti, 7th January 1832."

This interesting letter needs no apology for its insertion at full 
length. Besides explaining Mare’s application, it helps to give an 
idea of the state of Otaheite; and it appeals to our better 
feelings in a persuasive manner.
That the electric agent (whether fire or fluid) goes upward from 
the earth to the atmosphere, as well as in the contrary direction, 
showing that a mutual action takes place between air and land, many 
facts might be brought to prove: I will only mention two.

“On October 25th we had a very remarkable storm: the sky 
was all in flames. I employed part of the night in observing 
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it, and had the pleasure of seeing three ascending 
thunderbolts! They rose from the sea like an arrow; two of 
them in a perpendicular direction, and the third at an angle 
of about 75 degrees.”—(De Lamanon, in the Voyage of La 
Pérouse, vol. iii. pp. 431-2).

While H.M. corvette Hind, was lying at anchor off Zante, 
in 1823, in twelve fathoms water, an electric shock came in 
through her hawse, along the chain-cable, by which she was 
riding. Two men, who were sitting on the cable, before the 
bitts, were knocked down —felt the effects of the shock about 
half an hour —but were not seriously hurt. A noise like that 
of a gun startled every one on board; yet there was neither 
smell, nor smoke, nor any other visible effect. The sky was 
heavily clouded over; small rain was falling; and there was 
distant thunder occasionally, but no visible lightning. The 
cable was hanging slack, almost ‘up and down.’ I witnessed 
this myself.

The queen’s secretary next asked to speak, and said that a law had 
been established in the island, prohibiting the keeping, as well 
as the use or importation of any kind of spirits. In consequence 
of that law, the persons appointed to carry it into effect had 
desired to destroy the contents of various casks and bottles of 
spirits; but the foreigners who owned the spirits objected, denying 
the right to interfere with private property. The Otaheitan 
authorities did not persist, as they were told that the first man-
of-war which might arrive would certainly take vengeance upon them 
if they meddled with private property. He wished to ask whether 
the Otaheitans ought to have persisted in enforcing their own laws; 
and what I should have done, had the law been enforced with a 
British subject, and had he made application to me.
My answer was, “Had the Otaheitans enforced their law, I could in 
no way have objected. In England a contraband article is seized by 
the proper officers, and is not treated as private property while 
forbidden by the law.”
Much satisfaction was evidently caused by this declaration: also, 
at a former part of the discussions, when a remonstrance was made 
against Otaheitans paying the Truro debt, the greater part of the 
assembly seemed to be much pleased.
A respectable old man then stood up, and expressed his 
gratification at finding that another of King William’s men-of-war 
had been sent — not to frighten them, or to force them to do as 
they were told, without considering or inquiring into their own 
opinions or inclinations, but to make useful enquiries. They feared 
the noisy guns which those ships carried, and had often expected 
to see their island taken from them, and themselves driven off, or 
obliged in their old age to learn new ways of living.
I said, “Rest assured that the ships of Great Britain never will 
molest Otaheitans so long as they conduct themselves towards 
British subjects as they wish to be treated by Britons. Great 
Britain has an extent of territory, far greater than is sufficient 
for her wishes. Conquest is not her object. Those ships, armed and 
full of men, which from time to time visit your island, are but a 
very few out of a great many which are employed in visiting all 
parts of the world to which British commerce has extended. Their 
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object is to protect and defend the subjects of Great Britain, and 
also take care that their conduct is proper — not to do harm to, 
or in any way molest those who treat the British as they themselves 
would wish to be treated in return.”
I was much struck by the sensation which these opinions caused 
amongst the elderly and the more respectable part of the 
assemblage. They seemed surprised, and so truly gratified, that I 
conclude their ideas of the intentions of foreigners towards them 
must have been very vague or entirely erroneous.
The business for which we had assembled being over, I requested 
Mr. Pritchard to remind the queen, that I had a long voyage to 
perform; and ought to depart from her territories directly she 
confided to me the promised document, relating to the affair of 
the Truro; and I then asked the queen and principal chiefs to 
honour our little vessel by a visit on the following evening, to 
see a few fireworks: to which they willingly consented: some 
trifling conversation then passed; and the meeting ended.
Much more was said, during the time, than I have here detailed: my 
companions were as much astonished as myself at witnessing such 
order, so much sensible reasoning, and so good a delivery of their 
ideas! I shall long remember that meeting at Otaheite, and consider 
it one of the most interesting sights I ever witnessed. To me it 
was a beautiful miniature view of a nation emerging from heathen 
ignorance, and modestly setting forth their claims to be considered 
civilized and Christian.
We afterwards dined with Mr. Pritchard, his family, and the two 
chiefs, Utaame and Taati. The behaviour of these worthies was 
extremely good; and it was very gratifying to hear so much said in 
their favour by those whose long residence on the island had 
enabled them to form a correct judgment. What we heard and saw 
showed us that mutual feelings of esteem existed between those 
respectable and influential old chieftains and the missionary 
families.
It was quite dark when we left Papiete to return, by many miles 
among coral reefs, to the Beagle; but our cat-eyed pilot undertook 
to guide our three boats safely through intricate passages among 
the reefs, between which I could hardly find my way in broad 
daylight, even after having passed them several times. The distance 
to the ship was about four miles; and the night so dark, that the 
boats were obliged almost to touch each other to ensure safety; 
yet they arrived on board unhurt, contrary to my expectation; for 
my eyes could not detect any reason for altering our course every 
few minutes, neither could those of any other person, except the 
pilot, James Mitchell. Had he made a mistake of even a few yards, 
among so many intricate windings, our boats must have suffered 
(because the coral rocks are very sharp and soon split a plank), 
though in such smooth and shallow water, a wrong turning could have 
caused inconvenience only to ourselves, for there was little or no 
danger of more than a wetting.
The observations at Matavai being completed, I was enabled to leave 
the place, and invited Hitote and Mr. Henry (who had returned with 
us) to pay another visit to Papiete in the Beagle, and meet the 
royal party.
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 December 18, Friday: Five months after they had taken up residence together in Geneva the 1st child of Franz 
Liszt and Marie d’Agoult was born — a daughter they named Blandine Rachel.

Records of the “Institute of 1770”:

Ware lectured on the “Witches.”
WITCHES
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March: The Fox family of Canadians had lived during that winter in an old house, reputedly haunted and certainly 
decrepit, near Hydesville, New York. Pretty soon, young Maggie Fox and Kate Fox were faking rappings on 
the floor of their bedroom as a trick on their parents John and Margaret Fox.

The younger Fox girls, of an age to be bored and mischievous, had learned how to make their joints, in 
particular their knee joints, make a popping noise, and quickly became adept at delivering toe-taps without any 
noticeable movement. (Initially, they were professing to have raps with a “Mr. Splitfoot.” Luckily for everyone 
concerned, this was Hydesville, New York rather than Salem, Massachusetts –and the 19th Century rather than 
the 17th –so the adolescent trickiness would veer this time in the direction of spiritualism rather than again in 
the direction of demonism, and there would be seances instead of witch trials.)
An oldest sister, Ann Leah Fox Fish, had been living in Rochester and supporting herself by giving piano 
lessons, so after the younger sisters moved in with her, the craze would become known alliteratively as 
“Rochester Rappings.” The sisters would go on tour and find they could bring in perhaps $100.00 a night 
among them, although Leah as the oldest and as their manager was able to siphon off most of this.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

1848

Kate                          Maggie

SPIRITUALISM

Witchcraft and the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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Christmas: While Louisa May Alcott was about 16, living at 12 West Street in Boston, she was writing tragedies which 
were being staged by her and her sisters. One of these was “Norna; or, The Witches’ Curse.” Anna Alcott Pratt 
would come to consider this piece to be her sister’s “masterpiece” in the “lurid drama” genre.

On Christmas night, a dozen girls piled onto the bed which was the dress circle, 
and sat before the blue and yellow chintz curtains in a most flattering state of 
expectancy. There was a good deal of rustling and whispering behind the curtain, a 
trifle of lamp smoke, and an occasional giggle from Amy, who was apt to get 
hysterical in the excitement of the moment. Presently a bell sounded, the curtains flew 
apart, and the OPERATIC TRAGEDY began.

“A gloomy wood,” according to the one playbill, was represented by a few shrubs 
in pots, green baize on the floor, and a cave in the distance. This cave was made with 
a clothes horse for a roof, bureaus for walls, and in it was a small furnace in full blast, 
with a black pot on it and an old witch bending over it. The stage was dark and the 
glow of the furnace had a fine effect, especially as real steam issued from the kettle 
when the witch took off the cover. A moment was allowed for the first thrill to subside, 
then Hugo, the villain, stalked in with a clanking sword at his side, a slouching hat, 
black beard, mysterious cloak, and the boots. After pacing to and fro in much 
agitation, he struck his forehead, and burst out in a wild strain, singing of his hatred 
for Roderigo, his love for Zara, and his pleasing resolution to kill the one and win the 
other. The gruff tones of Hugo’s voice, with an occasional shout when his feelings 
overcame him, were very impressive, and the audience applauded the moment he 
paused for breath. Bowing with the air of one accustomed to public praise, he stole to 
the cavern and ordered Hagar to come forth with a commanding, “What ho, minion! 
I need thee!”

Out came Meg, with gray horsehair hanging about her face, a red and black robe, 
a staff, and cabalistic signs upon her cloak. Hugo demanded a potion to make Zara 
adore him, and one to destroy Roderigo. Hagar, in a fine dramatic melody, promised 
both, and proceeded to call up the spirit who would bring the love philter: —

“Hither, hither, from thy home,
Airy sprite, I bid thee come!
Born of roses, fed on dew,

Charms and potions canst thou brew?
Bring me here, with elfin speed,

The fragrant philter which I need.
Make it sweet and swift and strong,

Spirit, answer now my song!”

A soft strain of music sounded, and then at the back of the cave appeared a little figure 
in cloudy white, with glittering wings, golden hair, and a garland of roses on its head. 
Waving a wand, it sang —

“Hither I come,
From my airy home,

Afar in the silver moon.
Take the magic spell,

And use it well,
Or its power will vanish soon!”

THE ALCOTT FAMILY
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Act fourth displayed the despairing Roderigo on the point of stabbing himself 
because he has been told that Zara has deserted him. Just as the dagger is at his heart, 
a lovely song is sung under his window, informing him that Zara is true but in danger, 
and he can save her if he will. A key is thrown in, which unlocks the door, and in a 
spasm of rapture he tears off his chains and rushes away to find and rescue his lady 
love.

Act fifth opened with a stormy scene between Zara and Don Pedro. He wishes her 
to go into a convent, but she won’t hear of it, and after a touching appeal, is about to 
faint when Roderigo dashes in and demands her hand. Don Pedro refuses, because he 
is not rich. They shout and gesticulate tremendously but cannot agree, and Rodrigo is 
about to bear away the exhausted Zara, when the timid servant enters with a letter and 
a bag from Hagar, who has mysteriously disappeared. The latter informs the party that 
she bequeaths untold wealth to the young pair and an awful doom to Don Pedro, if he 
doesn’t make them happy. The bag is opened, and several quarts of tin money shower 
down upon the stage till it is quite glorified with the glitter. This entirely softens the 
stern sire. He consents without a murmur, all join in a joyful chorus, and the curtain 
falls upon the lovers kneeling to receive Don Pedro’s blessing in attitudes of the most 
romantic grace.

Tumultuous applause followed but received an unexpected check, for the cot-bed, on 
which the dress circle was built, suddenly shut up and extinguished the enthusiastic 
audience. Roderigo and Don Pedro flew to the rescue, and all were taken out unhurt, 
though many were speechless with laughter. 
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And dropping a small, gilded bottle at the witch’s feet, the spirit vanished. Another 
chant from Hagar produced another apparition, not a lovely one, for with a bang an 
ugly black imp appeared and, having croaked a reply, tossed a dark bottle at Hugo and 
disappeared with a mocking laugh. Having warbled his thanks and put the potions in 
his boots, Hugo departed, and Hagar informed the audience that as he had killed a few 
of her friends in times past, she had cursed him, and intends to thwart his plans, and 
be revenged on him. Then the curtain fell, and the audience reposed and ate candy 
while discussing the merits of the play.

A good deal of hammering went on before the curtain rose again, but when it 
became evident what a masterpiece of stage carpentering had been got up, no one 
murmured at the delay. It was truly superb. A tower rose to the ceiling, halfway up 
appeared a window with a lamp burning in it, and behind the white curtain appeared 
Zara in a lovely blue and silver dress, waiting for Roderigo. He came in gorgeous 
array, with plumed cap, red cloak, chestnut love-locks, a guitar, and the boots, of 
course. Kneeling at the foot of the tower, he sang a serenade in melting tones. Zara 
replied and, after a musical dialogue, consented to fly. Then came the grand effect of 
the play. Roderigo produced a rope ladder, with five steps to it, threw up one end, and 
invited Zara to descend. Timidly she crept from her lattice, put her hand on Roderigo’s 
shoulder, and was about to leap gracefully down when “alas! alas for Zara!” she forgot 
her train. It caught in the window, the tower tottered, leaned forward, fell with a crash, 
and buried the unhappy lovers in the ruins.

A universal shriek arose as the russet boots waved wildly from the wreck and a 
golden head emerged, exclaiming, “I told you so! I told you so!” With wonderful 
presence of mind, Don Pedro, the cruel sire, rushed in, dragged out his daughter, with 
a hasty aside — “Don’t laugh! Act as if it was all right!” and, ordering Roderigo up, 
banished him from the kingdom with wrath and scorn. Though decidedly shaken by 
the fall of the tower upon him, Roderigo defied the old gentleman and refused to stir. 
This dauntless example fired Zara. She also defied her sire, and he ordered them both 
to the deepest dungeons of the castle. A stout little retainer came in with chains and 
led them away, looking very much frightened and evidently forgetting the speech he 
ought to have made.

Act third was the castle hall, and here Hagar appeared, having come to free the 
lovers and finish Hugo. She hears him coming and hides, sees him put the potions into 
two cups of wine and bid the timid little servant, “Bear them to the captives in their 
cells, and tell them I shall come anon.” The servant takes Hugo aside to tell him 
something, and Hagar changes the cups for two others which are harmless. 
Ferdinando, the ‘minion,’ carries them away, and Hagar puts back the cup which holds 
the poison meant for Roderigo. Hugo, getting thirsty after a long warble, drinks it, 
loses his wits, and after a good deal of clutching and stamping, falls flat and dies, while 
Hagar informs him what she has done in a song of exquisite power and melody.

This was a truly thrilling scene; though some persons might have thought that the 
sudden tumbling down of a quantity of long red hair rather marred the effect of the 
villain’s death. He was called before the curtain, and with great propriety appeared, 
leading Hagar, whose singing was considered more wonderful than all the rest of the 
performance put together.
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May: Herman Melville’s story “The Apple-Tree Table; or, Original Spiritual Manifestations” appeared in the May 
issue of Putnam’s Monthly Magazine of American Literature, Science and Art (VI, pages 465-75). It would 
appear that Melville had been intrigued by the same story that had fascinated Henry Thoreau, of the antique 
wooden tabletop in Berkshire County from which insects had gnawed their way, but had taken the story in a 
different direction.

Did Melville learn of the incident through WALDEN’s concluding chapter? Melville’s treatment was comic, 
and was intended in derogation of the “rapping” frenzy inspired by “the Fox girls.” He pushed this “mysterious 
table” and its “unaccountable tickings” not in the direction of “resurrection and immortality” elected by 
Thoreau, but in the direction of depicting this sort of spiritualism as a follow-on manifestation of the sad 
New England history of witchcraft persecutions.

1856

TIMELINE OF WALDEN

WALDEN: Every one has heard the story which has gone the rounds
of New England, of a strong and beautiful bug which came out of
the dry leaf of an old table of apple-tree wood, which had stood
in a farmer’s kitchen for sixty years, first in Connecticut, and
afterward in Massachusetts, –from an egg deposited in the living
tree many years earlier still, as appeared by counting the annual
layers beyond it; which was heard gnawing out for several weeks,
hatched perchance by the heat of an urn. Who does not feel his
faith in a resurrection and immortality strengthened by hearing
of this? Who knows what beautiful and winged life, whose egg has
been buried for ages under many concentric layers of woodenness
in the dead dry life of society, deposited at first in the
alburnum of the green and living tree, which has been gradually
converted into the semblance of its well-seasoned tomb, –heard
perchance gnawing out now for years by the astonished family of
man, as they sat round the festive board,– may unexpectedly come
forth amidst society’s most trivial and handselled furniture, to
enjoy its perfect summer life at last!

ENTOMBED LIFE

SPIRITUALISM
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 Hannah Cranna, the famous witch of Monroe, Connecticut, died. The local story was that she had somehow 
induced her husband to wander off a cliff to his death, but what we know for sure about her is that she had 
seated herself daily on a big stone at Cross Hill Road, shouting demands for food and supplies at passing 
farmers and threatening a curse:

1860
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In THE DECLINING SENSE OF THE MIRACULOUS, William Edward Hartpole Lecky attempted to describe how 
the Puritans had become disposed to perceive influences of Satan in life, and to react against “witchcraft.”

1862
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William Edward Hartpole Lecky’s HISTORY OF THE RISE AND INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF RATIONALISM IN 
EUROPE, based on his 1862 treatise THE DECLINING SENSE OF THE MIRACULOUS.

It was simply the natural result of Puritanical teaching acting
on the mind, predisposing men to see Satanic influence in life,
and consequently eliciting the phenomena of witchcraft (Volume
I, page 123).

1865
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Henry William Herbert’s THE FAIR PURITAN: AN HISTORICAL ROMANCE OF THE DAYS OF WITCHCRAFT.

During 1858-1864 John G. Palfrey had produced the three volumes of HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND DURING 
THE STUART DYNASTY. In following years he would produce two more volumes, which would be published 
as HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND FROM THE REVOLUTION OF THE 17TH CENTURY TO THE REVOLUTION OF THE 
18TH. He would be pointing up something that we should all bear in mind, that the “witchcraft” episode in 
Salem history had not really been any sort of aberration — that what was truly amazing, that we should reflect 
upon, was that there had not been a whole lot more witch mania in the New World. Much of what we now term 
scholarship in regard to this witch mania, actually, is nothing more nor less than sheer sensationalism, because:

It was not to be expected of the colonists of New England that
they should be the first to see through a delusion which befooled
the whole civilized world, and the gravest and most knowing
persons in it. The colonists in Connecticut and New Haven, as
well as in Massachusetts, like all other Christian people at
that time —at least with extremely rare individual exceptions—
believed in the reality of a hideous crime called witchcraft.

— Volume IV, pages 96-127
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Dr. James Hammond Trumbull’s THE TRUE-BLUE LAWS OF CONNECTICUT AND NEW HAVEN AND THE FALSE 
BLUE LAWS FORGED BY PETERS was published in Hartford, Connecticut.

The truth is that [witchcraft] pervaded the whole Christian
Church. The law makers and the ministers of New England were
under its influences as —and no more than— were the law makers
and ministers of Old England (page 23).

1876
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Moncure Daniel Conway. DEMONOLOGY AND DEVIL-LORE. 2 volumes, NY: Henry Holt and Company, 
1879.62

Spiritualism’s Lily Dale Assembly was founded in Chautauqua County in upstate New York.

1879

62. Moncure Daniel Conway. DEMONOLOGY AND DEVIL-LORE: 2 Vol., roya1 8vo. Illustrations, London, 1879, 
Chatto & Windus. New York: Henry Holt & Co.

DEMONOLOGY, 1 DEMONOLOGY, 2
WITCHCRAFT
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Julia Taft Bayne’s “Molly Webster”:

Heard ye e’er of Molly Webster, Molly Webster ye Hadley witch?
Heavie her Curse hath layn vpon Hadley, feered on by Poore & Riche.
Sold is shee, bodie & Spirit to Sathan, & worketh hys Will;
For our God’s hid Purpose, doubtless, is shee suffered to doe vs Il.
Shee hath caled ye Thunder from Heaven & fyre yt was lytt in Helle;
Burn’d ye homs & Barne of her neighbor, shee Laughed for it pleas’d her wel.
She hath cast a Spel on ye Cattel yt they sould not passe her Doore,
A great Load of Haye from ye Meddowe she turn’d wh a Finger o’er!
Ye bould Carter threat’d her with hys Whippe, “For surelie God is fayn
To holp mee before a witch,” sayd he, & shee turn’d it vp agen.
By’r Word ye sleeping Infant hath binn Raysed from its Cradel Bedd,
Vntouch’d of mortall hands wee have seen it wafted in Ayer o’er head!
Shee hath noe feer of ye Salvage for they sarve ye same euil Lord;
Oft, in ye guyse of a Walleneag hee hath feasted att her Board.
A black Henn flewe down our chimnie, & scalded itself in ye Pott;
Come Morn, goodwife Webster is scalded; wheyr got shee ye Burne? God wot!
Ye Lawe of our God, yea of our Land allows not a Witch to live;
We send her to Boston, to Generall Court, yt they might a Judgment giue;
But they Deem’d ye Charge not Prooven, tho ye Truth was wh payns layd bare; —
(Pray God it was not for her bright black eyes & her long curling hayr!)
Shee hath cost ye Town full threescore Pounds & now shee is heer agayne,
To laye a Blite on ye Rie, shee sayth, & to staye ye needful Rayn;
Yet moyer, our neighbor Philip Smith, she hath layd on a paynful bedd,
Vext by an hideous Witchcraft, hee wishes, nay longs to bee Dead!
By tymes he hath rapturous Uision, & Cryeth inn feruant Prayr,
“Lord, staie Thy hand, for ys is moyer than Thy frayl Seruant mae bear!”
More oft with dyre Groanings and Tears, he wallows in myre of ye Ditch
Digged for hys soul by yt own daughter of Sathan, ye Hadley witch!
Ye healthful Potions ye Chirurgeon sends from ye gallipots Power out,
Ye bedd vpheaues, ye homs is shaken, & ye stooles are hvrl’d aboute.
Hee dy’d in ye Night, they say, prayse God, she may neuer vex him mower!
(Ye bodie bled, & ye black catt mewed, yt Morn when shee passt his Doore!)
Pray Christian peple who heere ys Tayl, whoever ye may bee,
Pray for ye Peece of Hadley, for sorely try’d are wee!
Pray yt our godly Ministers, wh Fast proclaymed & Prayer,
May from Sathan’s the old Land lords’ clutch thys fayre New England tear!
Yea thus hee kicks agaynst the pricks & hys Imps groe ouer Bold,
As he sees yt land passe from his Power wh hee hath ouned of ould!
God keep vs alle from Salvages, God keep vs alle from Worse;—
Ye Idyl Sport of wicked FRIENDS & Molly Webster’s curse!
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G.D. Latimer, Salem, in Lyman P. Powell, ed., HISTORIC TOWNS OF NEW ENGLAND. NY & London: 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons.

Then, too, the belief in witchcraft was general. Striking
coincidences, personal eccentricities, unusual events and
mysterious diseases seemed to find an easy explanation in an
unholy compact with the devil. A witticism attributed to Judge
Sewall, one of the judges in these trials, may help us to
understand the common panic: “We know who’s who but not which
is witch.” That was the difficulty. At a time when every one
believed in witchcraft it was easy to suspect one’s neighbor.
It was a characteristic superstition of the century and should
be classed with the barbarous punishments and religious
intolerance of the age.
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In the 1st volume of Forrest Morgan, ed., CONNECTICUT AS A COLONY AND AS A STATE: OR ONE OF THE 
ORIGINAL THIRTEEN (Hartford CT: The Publishing Society of Connecticut) we find that region’s record of 
hanging witches was being excused:

They made witch-hunting a branch of their social police, and
desire for social solidarity. That this was wrong and
mischievous is granted; but it is ordinary human conduct now as
then. It was a most illogical, capricious, and dangerous form
of enforcing punishment, abating nuisances, and shutting out
disagreeable truths; fertile in injustice, oppression, the
shedding of innocent blood, and the extinguishing of light.
No one can justify it, or plead beneficial results from it which
could not have been secured with far less evil in other ways.
But it was natural that, believing the crime to exist, they
should use the belief to strike down offenders or annoyances out
of reach of any other legal means. They did not invent the crime
for the purpose, nor did they invent the death penalty for this
crime.

20TH CENTURY
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 Kahlil Gibran’s SPIRIT BRIDES (`ARÁ’IS AL-MURÚJ) was published in New York in Arabic. Its realist approach 
to social problems such as oppression of women and religious hypocrisy creates a stir among the expatriate 
Arab intellectuals. He had an affair with the pianist Gertrude Barrie.
Mabel Loomis Todd’s WITCHCRAFT IN NEW ENGLAND.

1906

WITCHCRAFT
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An American soldier was convicted of bestiality and sentenced to Dishonorable Discharge with 3 years hard 
labour. In this case the defenseless cow was spared but in such cases in England into the 1950s, the animal was 
still sometimes being destroyed.

Helen Duncan was the last person to be convicted under England’s witchcraft act (the authorities feared that 
if her claimed clairvoyant powers should be real, she would be able to communicate details of their D-Day 
preparations across the English Channel to the enemy). She would spend the following nine months in prison 
so that she would not be able to observe any of the preparations for the Channel crossing. 

1944
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February 9, “Lincoln Day”: In America, the era of “McCarthyism” erupted as undistinguished first-term Senator 
Joseph R. McCarthy (R-Wisconsin) delivered his famously self-privileging “I have in my pocket” speech to a 
Republican women’s club at the McClure Hotel in Wheeling, West Virginia, claiming that the US State 
Department was harboring “205 Communists that were made known to the Secretary of State and who 
nevertheless are still working and shaping the policy of the State Department.”63 (The list he had in his pocket, 
which he never disclosed, must have been a list that had been compiled by some homophobe, not of persons 
in the State Department suspected of Communist sympathies but of “effete” employees suspected of 
homosexual tendencies, and the Senator’s straightforward, although unstated, reasoning was that, since in a 
homophobic society such as ours these homosexuals were liable to blackmail, any such State Department 
personnel suspected by anyone of homosexuality, “the pinks and lavenders,” according to the categories of the 
Senator, might be through fear of exposure “turned” into internal moles for the Soviet intelligence apparatus. 

1950

63. In later versions of the speech, the number would be sometimes 57, sometimes 81. Eventually he would provide the names of 9 
people, but none of these still worked at the Department of State, and one never had. In the course of this speech Senator McCarthy 
alleged that “One thing to remember in discussing the Communists in our Government is that we are not dealing with spies who get 
30 pieces of silver to steal the blueprint of a new weapon. We are dealing with a far more sinister type of activity because it permits 
the enemy to guide and shape the policy.” In saying that, the Senator was plagiarizing some oratory that Congressman Richard M. 
Nixon (R-California) had just stood and delivered on the floor of the US House of Representatives on January 26th. What 
Representative Nixon had said was “The great lesson which should be learned from the Alger Hiss case is that we are not just dealing 
with espionage agents who get 30 pieces of silver to obtain the blueprint of a new weapon ... but this is a far more sinister type of 
activity, because it permits the enemy to guide and shape the policy.”

“There is only one way to accept America and that is in
hate; one must be close to one’s land, passionately
close in some way or other, and the only way to be close
to America is to hate it; it is the only way to love
America.”

— Lionel Trilling

FAKE NEWS
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–Actually, since the junior senator had a thing for jailbait teeners, it might be said that we were more in danger 
of his being blackmailed and turned by the Russkis: all they would have needed to do was provide such a man 
with a piece of this jailbait, and from that point he would have been high on their list of resources. Soon 
afterward, the junior senator, since in addition to being a sex addict he was also an alcoholic substance abuser, 
could not remember the number that he had mentioned, and so he invented another different number.) 
Soon McCarthy’s face would be on the cover of TIME, and of Newsweek. 

As a consequence of Cold War anxiety this McCarthyist witch hunt would terminate the careers of many career 
government servants without warning and without benefits. Many of the men persecuted and dismissed would 
be closet-homosexual government employees. For years and years, no regular-guy-type US politician such as 

FAKE NEWS

SELF-PRIVILEGER
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Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower would be eager to be depicted by these Red-baiters as “soft on Communism.”

“Lists of the disloyal have been compiled!”
— Roman Senator Crassus,

played by Sir Lawrence Olivier
in the 1961 Hollywood movie
“Spartacus”

Eventually Henry Thoreau would be on the list as well, on account of his disloyal advocacy of “CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE.”

“A too confident sense of justice always leads to
injustice.”

— Reinhold Niebuhr, THE IRONY OF AMERICAN HISTORY
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1952, Chapter 7

AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM

READ THE FULL TEXT
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England’s last witchcraft act was repealed.

1951
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Columnist Drew Pearson had been collecting rumors, that Senator Joseph R. McCarthy (R-Wisconsin) was a 
closet queer. Accusations of homosexual incidents had been appearing in the Las Vegas newspaper. In this year 
the suspect Senator got married with one of the researchers in his office.

After a brief honeymoon the couple would adopt a baby, renaming it Tierney Elizabeth McCarthy.

1953
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Arthur Miller’s The Crucible.

The edge of the wilderness was close by. Out of it Indian tribes
marauded from time to time, and Reverend Parris had parishioners
who had lost relatives to the heathen.

In other words, Miller’s play only pretended to be about witches and witchhunts. Actually, it was about the 
Red Scare of the Cold War of the 1950s, and about the dangerous antics of Senator McCarthy –subjects 
familiar to the author– and about the spasms of self-righteous self-privileging that we refer to under the rubric 
American Exceptionalism, analogizing this contemporary spasm with the Red Scare of King William’s War of 
1688-1699, rather than about the actual history of the feckless personages of Salem, Massachusetts.

This play is not history in the sense in which the word is used
by the academic historian.
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What Miller presented was psychology: a depiction of how we use suspicion in our management of others. 
He portrayed the cunning with which we choose who it is we are going to be suspicious of, how carefully we 
select the issues and ideas about which we are going to be suspicious, and how useful we can make our 
suspiciousnesses be in the control of the others whom we need –in order to make our own lives work, of 
course– to control. 

Those who do not learn from History are required to repeat the course. While the play “The Crucible” by 
Arthur Miller purports to be about one spasm of suspiciousness in American history (the Salem witch trials of 
the 17th Century), it was motivated by the author’s personal experience during another spasm of 
suspiciousness in American history (the unAmerican activities of the McCarthy investigators three centuries 
later). We had not learned from the history of Salem, and so we were required to repeat the course in 
Washington. Since that play was first presented we have had yet a third spasm of suspiciousness in American 
history (the McMarten child sexual abuse trial and many other trials suspiciously similar to it in their willful 
suspension of disbelief), and so Arthur Miller has cooperated in the transformation of his play into the current 
movie “The Crucible.” We had not learned from the history re-enacted in Washington DC in the 1950s, and so 
we were required to repeat the course in Southern California in the 1970s. In fact the history of the culture of 
the United States of America has been marred by repeated spasms of suspiciousness, as we have continuously 
refused to learn our lesson about the self-privileging manipulation of citizens through officious suspiciousness. 
In the spasm associated with Salem we managed one set of citizens by means of our suspiciousness, in the 
spasm associated with Washington we managed another set of citizens by means of our suspiciousness, in the 
spasm associated with Los Angeles we managed yet a third set of citizens by means of our suspiciousness. It 
would seem that the management of citizens through officious suspiciousness has a whole lot to do with the 
nature of our history. What we have been doing to one another throughout our history as a national culture is 
very, very serious. Nothing like the Salem experience should ever have been allowed to go down in our culture. 
Nothing like the Washington experience should ever have been allowed to go down in our culture. Nothing 
like the Los Angeles experience should ever have been allowed to go down in our culture. I have lived through 
several such spasms in my own lifetime, as has Arthur Miller, and I am just sick of it. —And this sort of 
egregiously nonsensical abuse is going to keep happening and keep happening, until we grow up by learning 
the nature of the sort of stunt we have been continuously pulling on ourselves!

As an example of the manner in which the play is non-historical –is not actually about Salem and witches– 
consider that Miller has the witchcraft mania being brought to an end through the courage and sacrifice of one 
of its victims while being hanged. In actual fact, none of this mania’s victims had any influence whatever upon 
bring it to an end. The witchcraft mania was brought to an end, finally, by the authorities who had been 
countenancing it, and it was brought to an end when the newest round of self-privileging accusations began to 
move up the social ladder. Those better situated in society came to recognize that they also were at risk if they 
allowed such unfettered suspiciousness — and the moment they came to this recognition their own self-
privileging brought the whole affair to a screeching halt.

“A too confident sense of justice always leads to
injustice.”

— Reinhold Niebuhr, THE IRONY OF AMERICAN HISTORY
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1952, Chapter 7

READ THE FULL TEXT
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December 2, Thursday: A mutual defense treaty between the United States and Taiwan was signed in Washington.

Eight eastern European nations signed a declaration to form a defense pact similar to NATO, if West Germany 
was rearmed.

Arthur Honegger was raised to the rank of Grand Officer in the Legion of Honor.

Déserts for 14 winds, piano, five percussionists and two-track tape by Edgar Varèse, was performed for the 
initial time, at the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris, and broadcast live. Pierre Henry was in charge of the 
tape. A scandal ensued with audience members of differing opinions hurling insults during the performance. 
These turned to fisticuffs and wrestling matches, with some patrons attempting unsuccessfully to use seats as 
weapons. The office of Prime Minister Pierre Mendès-France was inundated with phonecalls from angry 
listeners trying to get the music or the broadcast stopped. An order was issued to R.T.F. to stop the broadcast 
but the order is ignored.

1954
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It would at any point have been the simplest thing imaginable, to bring the rabid Catholic anti-Communist 
Republican Senator from Wisconsin, Joseph R. McCarthy, under control. 
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Since in addition to being an alcoholic substance abuser, he also had a thing for jailbait teeners, all that would 
have been necessary would have been for either the Republican Party or the Democratic Party to obtain a 
hippie teener for him, and then blackmail him into silence. Certainly there would have been young people who 
would have volunteered for such service to their nation. The fact is, nobody had ever attempted this because 
in keeping the pot boiling, in keeping things in an uproar, in keeping the electorate in a state of confusion 
bordering on panic, McCarthy had been in fact very satisfactorily serving the government’s purposes.

However, at this point the senator began to go too far. Rather than limiting himself to attacking and abusing 
the government’s Civil Service closet queers, he began to attack established power. 

“Lists of the disloyal have been compiled!”
— Roman Senator Crassus,

played by Sir Lawrence Olivier
in the 1961 Hollywood movie
“Spartacus”

Therefore there was a 67-22 vote to condemn (not censure) him for conduct unbecoming a senator:

83rd Congress, 2nd Session, Senate Resolution 301

“Resolved, That the Senator from Wisconsin, Mr. McCarthy, failed to cooperate with the Subcommittee on 
Privileges and Elections of the Senate Committee on Rules and Administration in clearing up matters referred 
to that subcommittee which concerned his conduct as a Senator and affected the honor of the Senate and, 
instead, repeatedly abused the subcommittee and its members who were trying to carry out assigned duties, 
thereby obstructing the constitutional processes of the Senate, and that this conduct of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, Mr. McCarthy, is contrary to senatorial traditions and is hereby condemned.

“Sec 2. The Senator from Wisconsin, Mr. McCarthy, in writing to the chairman of the Select Committee to 
Study Censure Charges (Mr. Watkins) after the Select Committee had issued its report and before the report 

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
Senator H. Styles Bridges, a McCarthy supporter, would crow that because this word "condemn" had been substitued in the final draft, the resolution had not risen to the level of censure.



WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

was presented to the Senate charging three members of the Select Committee with ‘deliberate deception’ and 
‘fraud’ for failure to disqualify themselves; in stating to the press on November 4, 1954, that the special Senate 
session that was to begin November 8, 1954, was a ‘lynch-party’; in repeatedly describing this special Senate 
session as a ‘lynch bee’ in a nationwide television and radio show on November 7, 1954; in stating to the public 
press on November 13, 1954, that the chairman of the Select Committee (Mr. Watkins) was guilty of ‘the most 
unusual, most cowardly things I’ve ever heard of’ and stating further: ‘I expected he would be afraid to answer 
the questions, but didn’t think he’d be stupid enough to make a public statement’; and in characterizing the 
said committee as the ‘unwitting handmaiden,’ ‘involuntary agent’ and ‘attorneys-in-fact’ of the Communist 
Party and in charging that the said committee in writing its report ‘imitated Communist methods — that it 
distorted, misrepresented, and omitted in its effort to manufacture a plausible rationalization’ in support of its 
recommendations to the Senate, which characterizations and charges were contained in a statement released 
to the press and inserted in the Congressional Record of November 10, 1954, acted contrary to senatorial ethics 
and tended to bring the Senate into dishonor and disrepute, to obstruct the constitutional processes of the 
Senate, and to impair its dignity; and such conduct is hereby condemned.”64

We may notice how similar this is in actuality to Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, which also was based upon a 
falsehood. In the play, the Salem witchhunts come to an end because some of the accused farm people stand 
up on the scaffold and tell the truth. That’s not history, it’s myth. What actually had brought the Salem 
witchhunt to an end had been that the haunted little girls had begun to accuse the rich and powerful — 
whereupon the rich and powerful had instantly brought the whole thing to a screeching halt. Here, in this 
Senate censure, we have the same thing happening over again. As long as McCarthy continued to abuse the 
powerless, everything was just fine, but as soon as he began to make himself a threat to the rich and powerful, 
his whole thing was brought to a screeching halt.

What had the McCarthy thingie been, actually? To learn that, we can turn to page 412 of Leo Braudy’s FROM 
CHIVALRY TO TERRORISM: WAR AND THE CHANGING NATURE OF MASCULINITY (NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 2003), 
where Professor Braudy contemplates the fact that physical homosexuality is often associated directly with 
treason:

In April 1916, Sir Roger Casement, an Irish nationalist who was
negotiating with the Germans for aid in the cause of Irish
independence, was arrested for gunrunning. After he was stripped
of his knighthood and sentenced to death, intelligence officials
in the British government circulated to journalists pages from

64. The only Senator not on record for this vote was the Catholic Senator John Fitzgerald Kennedy, who was having back surgery 
and would refuse ever to indicate how he would have voted (Senator McCarthy was a long-term friend of the family, and had been 
a confidant of Jack’s father).
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his “black” diaries, which detailed a crowded life of homosexual
encounters. In the circumstances it has been argued that this
was a strategy to forestall sympathy, especially in the United
States, with the Irish cause. But the general implication was
much wider. Later in World War I a secret list was distributed
in British Government circles naming homosexuals, usually the
most obviously effeminate and often those connected to the
aristocracy, who were considered to be potential subversives
susceptible to blackmail by the German General Staff. In France
what was widely known to be an actual homosexual relationship
between the French and German spies in the Dreyfus case never
became an important issue. But in England and the United States
the association between sexual deviance and political
unreliability continued to be a preoccupation — down to the
absurdities of the McCarthy period in the United States after
World War II, when right-wing homosexuals like Roy Cohn
persecuted left-wing homosexuals to prove their own loyalty,
just as right-wing Jews attacked left-wing Jews like the
Rosenbergs to do the same.

UNAMERICANISM
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Chadwick Hansen’s study of the Salem witch trials, WITCHCRAFT AT SALEM, reported magical practices 
among the accused: A rich woman, Katherine Harrison, had obtained a copy of “Mr. Lilly’s book,” apparently 
LILLY’S CHRISTIAN ASTROLOGY printed in London in 1647, and on its basis told fortunes. In 1655 John Brown 
of East Haven, who drew astrological horoscopes, had claimed to be able to “raise the Devil” in the manner in 
which the legendary John Dee had been able to conjure angels. Dorcas Hoar had told fortunes during the 
1680s; at her 1692 trial one of the pieces of evidence was that she made use of a manual on chiromancy. Goody 
Bishop had been found in possession of rag dolls with pins thrust into them. Candy, a slave, hoped to harm 
others through the magical use of rags, grass, and cheese. Wilmot “Mammy” Red had cursed a woman to 
prevent her from urinating.

Edward Rowe Snow’s TRUE TALES AND CURIOUS LEGENDS — DRAMATIC STORIES FROM THE YANKEE PAST 
was published in New York City (273 pages, illustrated with photos and drawings):

America’s first treasure diver, who sought gold at the bottom
of Boston Harbor; pirate Thomas Tew, Henry Thoreau, and a
treasure chest buried near Walden Pond; the witches of
Massachusetts, not one of whom was burned in Salem....

1969
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Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum’s SALEM POSSESSED: THE SOCIAL ORIGINS OF WITCHCRAFT (Cambridge 
MA: Harvard UP).

1974
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MABEL LOOMIS TODD PAPERS.

John P. Demos’s ENTERTAINING SATAN: WITCHCRAFT AND THE CULTURE OF EARLY NEW ENGLAND (NY: 
Oxford UP)

1982

WITCHCRAFT
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Carol F. Karlsen’s THE DEVIL IN THE SHAPE OF A WOMAN: WITCHCRAFT IN COLONIAL NEW ENGLAND (NY: 
W.W. Norton & Company).

Keith C. Wilbur’s LAND OF THE NONOTUCKS (Northampton).

1987

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

David D. Hall’s WORLDS OF WONDERS, DAYS OF JUDGMENT: POPULAR RELIGIOUS BELIEF IN EARLY NEW 
ENGLAND (NY: Knopf)

1989

WITCHCRAFT
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Richard Godbeer’s THE DEVIL’S DOMINION: MAGIC AND RELIGION IN EARLY NEW ENGLAND (NY: 
Cambridge UP)

1992

WITCHCRAFT

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Margaret Atwood’s “Half-Hanged Mary”:

7pm 

Rumour was loose in the air 
hunting for some neck to land on. 
I was milking the cow, 
the barn door open to the sunset. 

I didn't feel the aimed word hit 
and go in like a soft bullet. 
I didn't feel the smashed flesh 
closing over it like water 
over a thrown stone. 

I was hanged for living alone 
for having blue eyes and a sunburned skin, 
tattered skirts, few buttons, 
a weedy farm in my own name, 
and a surefire cure for warts; 

Oh yes, and breasts, 
and a sweet pear hidden in my body. 
Whenever there's talk of demons 
these come in handy. 

8pm 

The rope was an improvisation. 
With time they'd have thought of axes. 

Up I go like a windfall in reverse, 
a blackend apple stuck back onto the tree. 

Trussed hands, rag in my mouth, 
a flag raised to salute the moon, 

old bone-faced goddess, old original, 
who once took blood in return for food. 

The men of the town stalk homeward, 
excited by their show of hate, 

their own evil turned inside out like a glove, 
and me wearing it. 

9pm 

The bonnets come to stare, 
the dark skirts also, 
the upturned faces in between, 
mouths closed so tight they're lipless. 
I can see down into their eyeholes 
and nostrils. I can see their fear. 

You were my friend, you too. 
I cured your baby, Mrs., 
and flushed yours out of you, 
Non-wife, to save your life. 

Help me down? You don't dare. 

1995
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I might rub off on you, 
like soot or gossip. Birds 
of a feather burn together, 
though as a rule ravens are singular. 

In a gathering like this one 
the safe place is the background, 
pretending you can't dance, 
the safe stance pointing a finger. 

I understand. You can't spare 
anything, a hand, a piece of bread, a shawl 
against the cold, 
a good word. Lord 
knows there isn't much 
to go around. You need it all. 

10pm 

Well God, now that I'm up here 
with maybe some time to kill 
away from the daily 
fingerwork, legwork, work 
at the hen level, 
we can continue our quarrel, 
the one about free will. 

Is it my choice that I'm dangling 
like a turkey's wattles from his 
more then indifferent tree? 
If Nature is Your alphabet, 
what letter is this rope? 

Does my twisting body spell out Grace? 
I hurt, therefore I am. 
Faith, Charity, and Hope 
are three dead angels 
falling like meteors or 
burning owls across 
the profound blank sky of Your face. 

12 midnight 

My throat is taut against the rope 
choking off words and air; 
I'm reduced to knotted muscle. 
Blood bulges in my skull, 
my clenched teeth hold it in; 
I bite down on despair 

Death sits on my shoulder like a crow 
waiting for my squeezed beet 
of a heart to burst 
so he can eat my eyes 

or like a judge 
muttering about sluts and punishment 
and licking his lips 

or like a dark angel 
insidious in his glossy feathers 
whispering to me to be easy 
on myself. To breathe out finally. 
Trust me, he says, caressing 
me. Why suffer? 

A temptation, to sink down 
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into these definitions. 
To become a martyr in reverse, 
or food, or trash. 

To give up my own words for myself,

my own refusals.
To give up knowing.
To give up pain.
To let go.

2 a.m.

Out of my mouths is coming, at some
distance from me, a thin gnawing sound
which you could confuse with prayer except that
praying is not constrained.

Or is it, Lord?
Maybe it’s more like being strangled
than I once thought. Maybe it’s 
a gasp for air, prayer.
Did those men at Pentecost
want flames to shoot out of their heads?
Did they ask to be tossed 
on the ground, gabbling like holy poultry,
eyeballs bulging?

As mine are, as mine are.
There is only one prayer; it is not
the knees in the clean nightgown
on the hooked rug.
I want this, I want that.
Oh far beyond.
Call it Please. Call it Mercy.
Call it Not yet, not yet,
as Heaven threatens to explode
inwards in fire and shredded flesh, and the angels caw.

3 a.m.

wind seethes in the leaves around
me the trees exude night
birds night birds yell inside
my ears like stabbed hearts my heart
stutters in my fluttering cloth
body I dangle with strength
going out of the wind seethes
in my body tattering
the words I clench
my fists hold No
talisman or silver disc my lungs
flail as if drowning I call 
on you as witness I did
no crime I was born I have borne I 
bear I will be born this is
a crime I will not
acknowledge leaves and wind
hold on to me
I will not give in

6 a.m.

Sun comes up, huge and blaring,
no longer a simile for God.
Wrong address. I’ve been out there.
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Time is relative, let me tell you
I have lived a millennium.

I would like to say my hair turned white
overnight, but it didn’t.
Instead it was my heart;
bleached out like meat in water.

Also, I’m about three inches taller.
This is what happens when you drift in space
listening to the gospel
of the red hot stars.
Pinpoints of infinity riddle my brain,
a revelation of deafness.

At the end of my rope
I testify to silence. 
Don’t say I’m not grateful.

Most will only have one death.
I will have two.

8 a.m.

When they came to harvest my corpse
(open your mouth, close your eyes)
cut my body from the rope,
surprise, surprise,
I was still alive.

Tough luck, folks,
I know the law:
you can’t execute me twice
for the same thing. How nice.

I fell to the clover, breathed it in,
and bared my teeth at them
in a filthy grin.
You can imagine how that went over.

Now I only need to look
out at them through my sky-blue eyes.
They see their own ill will
staring them in the forehead
and turn tail.

Before, I was not a witch.
But now I am one.

Later

My body of skin waxes and wanes
around my true body, 
a tender nimbus.
I skitter over the paths and fields,
mumbling to myself like crazy,
mouth full of juicy adjectives
and purple berries.
The townsfolk dive headfirst into the bushes
to get out of my way.

My first death orbits my head,
an ambiguous nimbus,
medallion of my ordeal.
No one crosses that circle.

Having been hanged for something
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I never said,
I can now say anything I can say.

Holiness gleams on my dirty fingers,
I eat flowers and dung,
two forms of the same thing, I eat mice
and give thanks, blasphemies
gleam and burst in my wake
like lovely bubbles.
I speak in tongues,
my audience is owls.

My audience is God, 
because who the hell else could understand me?

The words boil out of me,
coil after coil of sinuous possibility.
The cosmos unravels from my mouth,
all fullness, all vacancy.
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Peter Charles Hoffer’s THE DEVIL’S DISCIPLES: THE MAKERS OF THE SALEM WITCHCRAFT TRIALS (Baltimore 
MD: The Johns Hopkins UP)

Elaine G. Breslaw’s TITUBA, RELUCTANT WITCH OF SALEM: DEVILISH INDIANS AND PURITAN FANTASIES (NY: 
New York UP)

Reviewed for H-PCAACA by Jennifer Putzi,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln <jputzi@unlinfo.unl.edu>

The Witches of Salem—Race and Gender/Puritan Era
Elaine G. Breslaw’s TITUBA, RELUCTANT WITCH OF SALEM is an important
contribution to the literature of the Salem witchhunt. By
foregrounding Tituba and her role in the familiar events of
1692, however, Breslaw distinguishes her account from those of
other scholars in the field and raises intriguing questions
about the interpretation of the culture and heritage of early
New England. Most historians have ignored Tituba, thereby
perpetuating misinformation about her life and her role in the
Salem tragedy. Through careful, meticulously documented
research, Breslaw has convincingly reconstructed the life of
this woman, so crucial to American history and yet about whom
so little is known. 
Much of the book relies upon Breslaw’s first and perhaps most
important point that Tituba was not, as most scholars have
asserted, an African woman. Although Tituba did indeed come to
Massachusetts with Samuel Parris from Barbados, she was an
Arawak Indian, kidnapped from the northeast coast of South
America and brought to Barbados as a young girl. This point is
carefully supported by archival documents from Barbados,
analysis of naming patterns on Barbados plantations, as well as
the fact that Massachusetts references to Tituba specify that
she was an American Indian, not a Negro. 
After piecing together her early life and arrival in
Massachusetts, Breslaw analyzes Tituba’s role in the events of
1692, continually exposing the mythology surrounding her in
scholarship and popular culture. Breslaw shows how Tituba’s
confession was influenced heavily by her ethnic heritage, her
life as a slave in Barbados, and her social position in Salem.
Tituba’s testimony, which was adapted by both the accused and
the accusers later in the trials, is shown to be at least
partially influenced by her Creole worlds in Barbados, although
Breslaw denies that Tituba had more than a cursory knowledge of
witchcraft either in Barbados or the colonies. Most important,
however, Breslaw examines the testimony as a careful
manipulation by Tituba of Puritan beliefs and fears, in an
effort to satisfy the magistrates and save her own life.
Tituba’s confession reveals an intimate knowledge of Puritan
society and religion, an awareness of print culture, and a
facility with the English language, all of which allowed her to

1996
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construct a believable narrative that would change the shape of
the Salem trials. 
Breslaw’s reconstruction of Tituba’s life and influence on the
events of 1692 is equally important for the way in which it
reveals the rich multicultural, international texture of the
seventeenth-century world. Often viewed as simply a Puritan
phenomenon, the Salem witchhunt is an excellent example of the
interaction and exchange of various international cultures in
early New England. 
TITUBA, RELUCTANT WITCH OF SALEM is a provocative and necessary
addition to the history of New England. Dealing with difficult
and often scant materials, Breslaw constructs an effective
argument for the impact that Tituba, as an Indian slave familiar
with the Puritan culture in which she lived, had on the events
of the Salem witchhunt. The contribution is particularly timely
today, in an era concerned with the issues of race and gender
in areas of study often dismissive of such topics. 

This review is copyrighted (c) 1996 by H-Net and the
Popular Culture and the American Culture Associations.
It may be reproduced electronically for educational or
scholarly use. The Associations reserve print rights
and permissions. (Contact: P.C.Rollins at the following
electronic address: Rollins@osuunx.ucc.okstate.edu)

TITUBA, RELUCTANT WITCH OF SALEM: 
DEVILISH INDIANS AND PURITAN FANTASIES. 

NY: New York UP, 1996. 
Reviewed by Robynne Rogers Healey, University of Alberta. 

Published by H-Women (April 1998) 

During the spring and summer of 1692, the lives of the residents
of Salem and surrounding area were thrown into upheaval. This
was the time of the infamous Salem witchhunts. Between March and
October, over a hundred and fifty people were arrested on
suspicion of witchcraft. When Governor Phips called for a stop
to the executions in early October, twenty-four people had died:
nineteen were hanged, one was pressed to death, and four died
of other causes while in prison. The effects of the witchhunts
were far-reaching. As Elaine Breslaw notes, “[h]undreds of lives
[were] disrupted by jailings, the loss of property, and the
absence of needed labor on the farm and in the household. Ties
between children and parents, between husbands and wives, among
siblings and neighbors, were frayed by accusations and
counteraccusations. Some would never recover from the trauma”
(p. 171). The witchhunts rocked Puritan society to its core. At
their heart stands the confession of one woman: Tituba,
Amerindian slave of Samuel Parris. 
Breslaw’s recent book is a fascinating re-examination of the
Salem witchhunts and the woman whose confession initiated them.
On one level, this is a biography of Tituba and the circumstances
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surrounding her confession and subsequent recantation. On
another level, however, Breslaw’s work is an example of how
biography can be used successfully to tell a story much larger
than the story of one life. Historians, especially social
historians, have a nasty habit of looking askance at biography
as a tool of political historians used to tell the story of
influential men and occasionally famous women. But skillfully
done, biography can offer a window through which we can peer
into the past and gain an appreciation of events through the
life of an individual and the people with whom she had contact.65

The drawback, of course, is that biography is tied to the
specific: a specific individual, kinship network, community,
worldview. Many biographies could be written about the people
who took part in this event. Yet, by offering insights into the
use of the confession as a defense mechanism, the biography of
Tituba sheds light on yet another facet of the Salem witch craze. 
Methodologically, Elaine Breslaw’s examination of Tituba
provides an important contribution to both women’s history and
the history of witchcraft. Its importance lies primarily in her
reappraisal of the confession and the woman at the centre of the
Salem witch trials. Breslaw’s purpose is not simply to revisit
and reconstruct the life of Tituba. She seeks to discern how a
woman who remained outside the Salem Puritan community, because
of her identity as an Indian, was able, through her confessions,
to initiate a witch scare, the likes of which the British
colonial world never again witnessed. Breslaw painstakingly
reconstructs Tituba’s pre-trial life from minimal information
and tiny clues buried in Barbadian plantation records. She then
re-examines the witchcraft narratives, in light of her
conclusions on Tituba’s worldview. From this, Breslaw determines
that Tituba’s 1692 confession was not an act of submission.
Rather, by manipulating the fears of Salem’s Puritan leaders,
Tituba’s confession can be seen as an act of slave resistance
against the abusive treatment of her master Samuel Parris,
Salem’s Puritan minister. Moreover, Breslaw contends that the
ensuing frenzy that swept through the village demonstrates the
existence of a syncretic culture in Puritan New England in which
the Puritan worldview and print culture was shaded by other
distinct worldviews and folklore. Tituba’s confession of
visitations by the Devil, women flying on sticks, satanic pacts,
and a book containing nine names was so fantastic that it was
necessary to keep her alive for further questioning. Similar
testimonies by those subsequently accused opened the door
between high and popular culture, between the common folk and
the educated elite. The meeting of these two cultures created
“a violent moment in early New England history, but one that
ultimately redirected Puritanism into less turbulent paths” (p.
181). 
The biography is presented in two parts: the first explores
Tituba’s life in Barbados following her capture and enslavement;
the second examines her experiences in Massachusetts to the end
of the trials and Tituba’s recantation of her confession.
Presented in this manner, Breslaw is able to illustrate how the

65. Probably the best example of this to date is Laurel Thatcher Ulrich’s, A MIDWIFE’S TALE: THE LIFE OF MARTHA BALLARD, 
BASED ON HER DIARY, 1785-1812, (NY: Alfred A. Knopf Inc, 1990). 
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two worlds, although very distinct, were inextricably linked.
Tituba’s experiences in South America, Barbados, and
Massachusetts meant that she crossed over many worlds and
cultures: Amerindian, African, English, and Puritan. In one way,
Tituba herself represents the successful syncretism of language
and culture in the British colonial world. Her experiences among
her own people, the Arawak, her interactions with the African
and Creole worlds on Barbados, her contact with Elizabeth
Pearsehouse, her white mistress in Barbados, and her years in
the household of Samuel Parris meant that by the winter of 1691-
92 Tituba had absorbed many aspects of all these cultures as
well as the ability to communicate abstract ideas in
competently-spoken English. Yet, as acculturated as Tituba had
become to Puritan society in terms of her deportment and
actions, she was never accepted completely by the community and
consequently remained an outsider. This was a result of Tituba’s
Amerindian identity and the equation of that identity in the
Puritan mind with “the presence of evil” (p. 98). 
Ironically, it was the very identity which kept Tituba outside
the community that lent credence to her confession. Puritans
assumed that Indians had closer ties to the spirit world (pp.
99-100). Tituba’s “Indianness,” combined with her own knowledge
of the beliefs, practices, and fears of the spirit world of her
own and other cultures, added legitimacy to her confession of
witch craft. After all, Tituba had participated in a magic
ritual. In her efforts to relieve the suffering of Betty Parris,
Tituba agreed to cooperate with Parrises’ neighbor, Mary Sibley,
in countermagic by making a witchcake. The witchcake, a mixture
of rye meal and the girl’s urine baked in ashes and fed to a dog
that, as the familiar of the witch, would disclose the source
of Betty Parris’s suffering. The attempt at countermagic was
unsuccessful. Betty Parris did not improve; in fact, she got
worse and her symptoms spread to three other girls who had been
involved in the experiment. By this point, Samuel Parris and
other community leaders had decided that the girls’ sufferings
were the result of satanic influence. Asked to identify their
tormentors, the four girls accused Sarah Goode, Sarah Osborne
and Tituba. 
Confronted with her actions by her master, Tituba denied being
a witch because, in her worldview, a witch was one who used magic
with the intent to harm, similar to the Arawak kenaima, who used
occult power solely for evil ends. But Tituba’s beliefs were not
shared by her persecutors who believed that all occult practices
were tools of the Devil. Tituba was arrested, along with the
other women, for alleged witchcraft activities used with the
intent to injure the four girls. At what point Tituba decided
to “confess” to witchcraft is unknown. What we do know is that
by the time of her initial hearing on 1 March 1692, Tituba
reluctantly at first, and then more forcefully confessed to
familiarity with the Devil. The confession did not end here.
What followed was the unfolding of a concocted story so
fantastic that it set off a witchhunt based on panic and hysteria
in which no one was safe from accusations of witchcraft. 
What set the Salem witchhunts apart from previous witchcraft
cases was the panic that ensued when Tituba introduced the
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beliefs of the common folk into the courtroom of Salem’s
educated elite. As Breslaw points out, witchcraft was not
foreign to the worldview of Puritans. Magic and religion were
very much intertwined. The supernatural world was not one known
only to Africans and Indians, but was an integral part of Puritan
belief. Accusations of witchcraft were not uncommon. In fact,
as Keith Thomas has argued, these accusations could function as
a method of social control, deterring undesirable behavior and
encouraging community solidarity.66 But the circumstances and
results of these accusations were very different. Tituba’s
confession, delivered in an environment where social tension and
factional conflict were at their peak, set the stage for the
witchhunts that followed. Tituba’s confession fuelled rather
than dampened the elite’s worst fears about what was happening
in their village. 
An important aspect of re-examining the trial narratives and
Tituba’s confession is the connection of her testimony to a
larger group of people, both strangers and acquaintances from
within and without the community. Tituba’s implication of men
and women of high status challenged traditional notions of
hierarchy and allowed for witchcraft accusations to extend
beyond the social misfits normally accused. Therefore, although
women, especially women whose situation or behavior placed them
outside conventional Puritan opinion,67 constituted the majority
of those accused of witchcraft, Tituba’s confession increased
the vulnerability of men and people of high status to
accusation. With nothing more than two transcriptions of the
narratives, it is impossible to know whether Tituba deliberately
issued this challenge to established tenets of gender and
status. For, as Breslaw points out, in so many cases, Tituba’s
testimony was given in one context — that of the syncretic
worldview of the common folk — and was interpreted in another —
that of the Puritan theological elite. For instance, the trance
into which Tituba was drawn on her first day of testimony was
in the contemporary African and Indian rituals of Barbados “a
familiar part of magico-religious healing ceremonies” (p. 122).
Thomas Putnam interpreted the trance as Tituba’s bewitchment by
other witches. Although this particular even added to Tituba’s
credibility, it also spurred on the witchhunt. 
The lack of a legitimate government and the suspension of courts
until the arrival of a new governor meant that the witch scare
could not immediately be resolved. This allowed a period of time
whereby there was a negotiation of folklore and theological
beliefs within the public sphere. Ultimately, it would lead to
an altered Puritan notion of the cosmic order. This was not so
much a result of Tituba’s confession directly but of subsequent
testimonies which borrowed from those concepts she introduced
but incorporated elements, such as mock sacraments which fit
readily into the framework of Puritan folk beliefs of Devil
worship. The confessions helped to feed the frenzy; people were
convicted on weak spectral evidence. By the summer, unable to
live with the possibility of eternal damnation for lying, the

66. Keith Thomas, RELIGION AND THE DECLINE OF MAGIC, (NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1971), 531.
67. See for instance, John Putnam Demos, ENTERTAINING SATAN: WITCHCRAFT AND CULTURE IN EARLY NEW ENGLAND, (NY: 
Oxford UP, 1982) and Carol Karlsen, THE DEVIL IN THE SHAPE OF A WOMAN: WITCHCRAFT IN COLONIAL NEW ENGLAND, (NY: 
W.W. Norton & Company, 1987).
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convicted began to retract their confessions. Tituba also
recanted, saying she had lied to protect herself from a master
who had essentially beaten a confession out of her. In October,
when Governor Phips’s wife was accused, the threats became too
personal and Phips took immediate steps to end the witchhunts.
Prisoners were released as their family and friends paid their
jail fees. Tituba did not return to the Parris family. An unknown
individual paid her jail fees in April of 1693, allowing for her
release; from that point Tituba disappears from the public
record. 
A re-examination of the events in Salem during this period using
a worldview approach illustrates the clashing cultural contexts
in which people were moving and demonstrates how events and
circumstances could be (mis)interpreted in vastly different ways
by the historical actors. But Breslaw’s interpretation is at
times too speculative to yield the conclusions she asserts. For
instance, in her testimony, Tituba maintained that the Devil
first appeared to her one night as she was going to sleep.
Breslaw’s connection of this statement to the Indian
identification of dreams as omens could be solidly supported.
Her further claim, however, that Tituba was attempting to warn
the people of Salem of Parris’s evil ways, a “suggestion” that
was ignored, is speculation that cannot be supported. In the
instance of the Tituba’s trance, also interpreted in the
syncretic Indian/Creole worldview, Breslaw insists that “it was
not necessarily [Tituba’s] intent to claim to be a victim” (p.
122). How do we know this? Further examples could be cited. To
attribute intent or to assume knowledge of a person’s or
persons’ individual thoughts based only on court transcripts is
supposititious. Yet, even though some of the specific detail is
speculative, the larger premise of colliding and adaptive
worldviews is well argued and recounted through this biography
of Tituba, reluctant witch of Salem.
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October 31, Wednesday: The legislature of Massachusetts enacted a very typical bit of stupidity: it chose the date of 
Halloween to retroactively exonerate five of the Salem citizens who had in the 17th Century been hanged as 
witches. One wonders whether these legislators donned ghoul and goblin costumes before their vote!

21ST CENTURY

2001

WITCHES

SALEM
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Norton, Mary Beth. IN THE DEVIL’S SNARE: THE SALEM WITCHCRAFT CRISIS OF 1692. NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 
2002

2002

WITCHES

SALEM

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Aleksandar S. Vesic Professor of Civil Engineering, and Professor of History, at Duke University Henry 
Petroski’s SUCCESS THROUGH FAILURE: THE PARADOX OF DESIGN.

Back in 1706, in Virginia, Grace Sherwood had been suspected of witchcraft, and so her thumbs had been tied 
to her feet and she had been thrown into the river. The water rejected her (she floated), thus substantiating the 
charge of witchcraft, and so she had been imprisoned for the following seven years to prevent her from 
harming anyone. In this year Governor Tim Kaine of Virginia issued a pardon in her name.
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“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.
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THE WITCHCRAFT DELUSION IN COLONIAL CONNECTICUT

(1647-1697)

by John M. Taylor

Author of “Maximilian and Carlotta, a Story of Imperialism,”
and “Roger Ludlow, the Colonial Lawmaker”

1908
“Connecticut can well afford to let her records go to
the world.” BLUE LAWS: TRUE AND FALSE (page 47). J. HAMMOND
TRUMBULL.
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FOREWORD

The true story of witchcraft in old Connecticut has never been
told. It has been hidden in the ancient records and in
manuscripts in private collections, and those most conversant
with the facts have not made them known, for one reason or
another. It is herein written from authoritative sources, and
should prove of interest and value as a present-day
interpretation of that strange delusion, which for a half
century darkened the lives of the forefathers and foremothers
of the colonial days.

J.M.T.
Hartford, Connecticut.
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TWO INDICTMENTS FOR WITCHCRAFT

“John Carrington thou art indited by the name of John Carrington
of Wethersfield — carpenter — , that not hauing the feare of God
before thine eyes thou hast interteined ffamilliarity with
Sattan the great enemye of God and mankinde and by his helpe
hast done workes aboue the course of nature for wch both
according to the lawe of God and the established lawe of this
Commonwealth thou deseruest to dye.”

Record Particular Court, 2: 17, 1650-1651.

“Hugh Crotia, Thou Standest here presented by the name of Hugh
Crotia of Stratford in the Colony of Connecticut in New England;
for that not haueing the fear of God before thine Eyes, through
the Instigation of the Devill, thou hast forsaken thy God &
covenanted with the Devill, and by his help hast in a
preternaturall way afflicted the bodys of Sundry of his
Majesties good Subjects, for which according to the Law of God,
and the Law of this Colony, thou deseruest to dye.”

Record Court of Assistants, 2: 16, 1693.
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A WARRANT FOR THE EXECUTION OF A WITCH68

AND THE SHERIFF’S RETURN THEREON

To George Corwin Gentlm high Sheriff of the County of Essex
Greeting
Whereas Bridgett Bishop als Olliver the wife of Edward Bishop
of Salem in the County of Essex Sawyer at a special Court of
Oyer and Terminer ——(held at?)69 Salem this second Day of this
instant month of June for the Countyes of Essex Middlesex and
Suffolk before William Stoughton Esqe. and his Associates
Justices of the said Court was Indicted and arraigned upon five
several Indictments for useing practising & exercising on the —
—70 last past and divers others days ——71 witchcraft in and upon
the bodyes of Abigail Williams Ann puttnam Jr Mercy Lewis Mary
Walcott and Elizabeth Hubbard of Salem Village single women;
whereby their bodyes were hurt afflicted pined consumed wasted
& tormented contrary to the forme of the statute in that case
made and provided To which Indictmts the said Bridgett Bishop
pleaded not guilty and for Tryall thereof put herselfe upon God
and her Country ——72 she was found guilty of the ffelonyes and
Witchcrafts whereof she stood Indicted and sentence of death
accordingly passed agt her as the Law directs execution whereof
yet remaines to be done These are therefore in the name of their
Majties William & Mary now King & Queen over England & to will
and command you that upon Fryday next being the fourth day of
this instant month of June between the hours of Eight and twelve
in the aforenoon of the same day you safely conduct the sd
Bridgett Bishop als Olliver from their Majties Goale in Salem
aforesd to the place of execution and there cause her to be
hanged by the neck until she be dead and of your doings herein
make returne to the Clerk of the sd Court and precept And hereof
you are not to faile at your peril And this shall be sufficient
warrant 
Given under my hand & seal at Boston the Eighth of June in the
ffourth year of the reigne of our Sovereigne Lords William &
Mary now King & Queen over England Annoque Dm 1692 

Wm. Stoughton

June 16 1692
According to the within written precept I have taken the Bodye
of the within named Bridgett Bishop out of their Majties Goale
in Salem & Safely Conueighd her to the place provided for her
Execution & Caused ye sd Bridgett to be hanged by the neck till

68. Original in office of Clerk of the Courts at Salem, Massachusetts. Said to be the only one extant in American archives.
69. Some of the words in the warrant are illegible.
70. Illegible.
71. Illegible.
72. Illegible.
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Shee was dead all which was according to the time within Required
& So I make returne by me 

George Corwin Sheriff
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THE WITCHCRAFT DELUSION IN COLONIAL CONNECTICUT,

CHAPTER I

“First, because Witchcraft is a rife and common sinne
in these our daies, and very many are intangled with it,
beeing either practitioners thereof in their owne
persons, or at the least, yielding to seeke for helpe
and counsell of such as practise it.” A DISCOVRSE OF THE
DAMNED ART OF WITCHCRAFT, PERKINS, 1610.

“And just as God has his human servants, his church on
earth, so also the Devil has his — men and women sworn
to his service and true to his bidding. To win such
followers he can appear to men in any form he pleases,
can deceive them, enter into compact with them, initiate
them into his worship, make them his allies for the ruin
of their fellows. Now it is these human allies and
servants of Satan, thus postulated into existence by the
brain of a monkish logician, whom history knows as
witches.” THE LITERATURE OF WITCHCRAFT, BURR.

Witchcraft in its generic sense is as old as human history.
It has written its name in the oldest of human records. In all
ages and among all peoples it has taken firm hold on the fears,
convictions and consciences of men. Anchored in credulity and
superstition, in the dread and love of mystery, in the hard and
fast theologic doctrines and teachings of diabolism, and under
the ban of the law from its beginning, it has borne a baleful
fruitage in the lives of the learned and the unlearned, the wise
and the simple.

King and prophet, prelate and priest, jurist and lawmaker,
prince and peasant, scholars and men of affairs have felt and
dreaded its subtle power, and sought relief in code and
commandment, bull and anathema, decree and statute —entailing
even the penalty of death— and all in vain until in the march
of the races to a higher civilization, the centuries enthroned
faith in the place of fear, wisdom in the place of ignorance,
and sanity in the seat of delusion.

In its earlier historic conception witchcraft and its
demonstrations centered in the claim of power to produce certain
effects, “things beyond the course of nature,” from supernatural
causes, and under this general term all its occult
manifestations were classified with magic and sorcery, until the
time came when the Devil was identified and acknowledged both
in church and state as the originator and sponsor of the mystery,
sin and crime — the sole father of the Satanic compacts with men
and women, and the law both canonical and civil took cognizance
of his malevolent activities.
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In the Acropolis mound at Susa in ancient Elam, in the winter
of 1901-2, there was brought to light by the French expedition
in charge of the eminent savant, M. de Morgan, one of the most
remarkable memorials of early civilization ever recovered from
the buried cities of the Orient.

It is a monolith —a stele of black diorite— bearing in bas-relief
a likeness of Hammurabi (the Amrephel of the Old Testament;
GENESIS xiv, 1), and the sixth king of the first Babylonian
dynasty, who reigned about 2250 B.C.; and there is also carved
upon it, in archaic script in black letter cuneiform —used long
after the cursive writing was invented— the longest Babylonian
record discovered to this day, — the oldest body of laws in
existence and the basis of historical jurisprudence.

It is a remarkable code, quickly made available through
translation and transliteration by the Assyrian scholars, and
justly named, from its royal compiler, Hammurabi’s code. He was
an imperialist in purpose and action, and in the last of his
reign of fifty-five years he annexed or assimilated the
suzerainty of Elam, or Southern Persia, with Assyria to the
north, and also Syria and Palestine, to the Mediterranean Sea.

This record in stone originally contained nineteen columns of
inscriptions of four thousand three hundred and fourteen lines,
arranged in two hundred and eighty sections, covering about two
hundred separate decisions or edicts. There is substantial
evidence that many of the laws were of greater antiquity than
the code itself, which is a thousand years older than the Mosaic
code, and there are many striking resemblances and parallels
between its provisions, and the law of the covenant, and the
deuteronomy laws of the Hebrews.

The code was based on personal responsibility. It protects the
sanctity of an oath before God, provides among many other things
for written evidence in legal matters, and is wonderfully
comprehensive and rich in rules for the conduct of commercial,
civic, financial, social, economic, and domestic affairs.

These sections are notably illustrative:

“If a man, in a case (pending judgment), utters threats
against the witnesses (or), does not establish the
testimony that he has given, if that case be a case
involving life, that man shall be put to death.

“If a judge pronounces a judgment, renders a decision,
delivers a verdict duly signed and sealed and afterwards
alters his judgment, they shall call that judge to
account for the alteration of the judgment which he had
pronounced, and he shall pay twelvefold the penalty
which was in the said judgment, and, in the assembly,
they shall expel him from his seat of judgment, and he
shall not return, and with the judges in a case he shall
not take his seat.

“If a man practices brigandage and is captured, that man
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shall be put to death.

“If a woman hates her husband, and says: ‘thou shalt not
have me,’ they shall inquire into her antecedents for
her defects; and if she has been a careful mistress and
is without reproach and her husband has been going about
and greatly belittling her, that woman has no blame. She
shall receive her presents and shall go to her father’s
house.

“If she has not been a careful mistress, has gadded
about, has neglected her house and has belittled her
husband, they shall throw that woman into the water.

“If a physician operates on a man for a severe wound
with a bronze lancet and causes the man’s death, or
opens an abscess (in the eye) of a man with a bronze
lancet and destroys the man’s eye, they shall cut off
his fingers.

“If a builder builds a house for a man and does not make
its construction firm and the house, which he has built,
collapses and causes the death of the owner of the
house, that builder shall be put to death.”

It is, however, with only one of King Hammurabi’s wise laws that
this inquiry has to do, and it is this:

“If a man has placed an enchantment upon a man, and has
not justified himself, he upon whom the enchantment is
placed to the Holy River (Euphrates) shall go; into the
Holy River he shall plunge. If the Holy River holds
(drowns) him he who enchanted him shall take his house.
If on the contrary, the man is safe and thus is
innocent, the wizard loses his life, and his house.”

Or, as another translation has it:

“If a man ban a man and cast a spell on him — if he
cannot justify it he who has banned shall be killed.”

“If a man has cast a spell on a man and has not justified
it, he on whom the spell has been thrown shall go to the
River God, and plunge into the river. If the River God
takes him he who has banned him shall be saved. If the
River God show him to be innocent, and he be saved, he
who banned him shall be killed, and he who plunged into
the river shall take the house of him who banned him.”

There can be no more convincing evidence of the presence and
power of the great witchcraft superstition among the primitive
races than this earliest law; and it is to be especially noted
that it prescribes one of the very tests of guilt —the proof by
water— which was used in another form centuries later, on the
continent, in England and New England, at Wurzburg and Bonn, at
Rouen, in Suffolk, Essex and Devon, and at Salem and Hartford
and Fairfield, when “the Devil starteth himself up in the
pulpit, like a meikle black man, and calling the row (roll)
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everyone answered, Here!”
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CHAPTER II

“To deny the possibility, nay actual evidence of
witchcraft and sorcery, is at once to flatly contradict
the revealed word of God in various passages both of the
Old and New Testaments.” BLACKSTONE’S COMMENTARIES (Vol. 4,
ch. 4, p. 60).

“It was simply the natural result of Puritanical
teaching acting on the mind, predisposing men to see
Satanic influence in life, and consequently eliciting
the phenomena of witchcraft.” Lecky’s RATIONALISM IN EUROPE
(Vol. I, p. 123).

Witchcraft’s reign in many lands and among many peoples is also
attested in its remarkable nomenclature. Consider its range in
ancient, medieval and modern thought as shown in some of its
definitions: Magic, sorcery, soothsaying, necromancy,
astrology, wizardry, mysticism, occultism, and conjuring, of the
early and middle ages; compacts with Satan, consorting with evil
spirits, and familiarity with the Devil, of later times; all at
last ripening into an epidemic demonopathy with its countless
victims of fanaticism and error, malevolence and terror, of
persecution and ruthless sacrifices.

It is still most potent in its evil, grotesque, and barbaric
forms, in Fetichism, Voodooism, Bundooism, Obeahism, and
Kahunaism, in the devil and animal ghost worship of the black
races, completely exemplified in the arts of the Fetich wizard
on the Congo; in the “Uchawi” of the Wasequhha mentioned by
Stanley; in the marriage customs of the Soudan devil worshipers;
in the practices of the Obeah men and women in the Caribbees —
notably their power in matters of love and business, religion
and war — in Jamaica; in the incantations of the kahuna in
Hawaii; and in the devices of the voodoo or conjure doctor in
the southern states; in the fiendish rites and ceremonies of the
red men, — the Hoch-e-ayum of the Plains Indians, the medicine
dances of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, the fire dance of the
Navajos, the snake dance of the Moquis, the sun dance of the
Sioux, in the myths and tales of the Cherokees; and it rings in
many tribal chants and songs of the East and West.

It lives as well, and thrives luxuriantly, ripe for the full
vintage, in the minds of many people to whom this or that trivial
incident or accident of life is an omen of good or evil fortune
with a mysterious parentage. Its roots strike deep in that
strange element in human nature which dreads whatsoever is weird
and uncanny in common experiences, and sees strange portents and
dire chimeras in all that is unexplainable to the senses. It is
made most virile in the desire for knowledge of the invisible
and intangible, that must ever elude the keenest inquiry, a
phase of thought always to be reckoned with when imagination
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runs riot, and potent in its effect, though evanescent as a
vision the brain sometimes retains of a dream, and as senseless
in the cold light of reason as Monna Sidonia’s invocation at the
Witches’ Sabbath: (ROMANCE OF LEONARDO DA VINCI, page 97,
MEREJKOWSKI.)

“Emen Hetan, Emen Hetan, Palu, Baalberi,
Astaroth help us Agora, Agora, Patrisa,
Come and help us.”

“Garr-r: Garr-r, up: Don’t knock
Your head: We fly: We fly:”

And who may count himself altogether free from the subtle power
of the old mystery with its fantastic imageries, when the spirit
of unrest is abroad? Who is not moved by it in the awesome
stillness of night on the plains, or in the silence of the
mountains or of the somber forest aisles; in wild winter nights
when old tales are told; in fireside visions as tender memories
come and go? And who, when listening to the echoes of the
chambers of the restless sea when deep calleth unto deep, does
not hear amid them some weird and haunting refrain like Leland’s
sea song?

“I saw three witches as the wind blew cold
In a red light to the lee;
Bold they were and overbold
As they sailed over the sea;
Calling for One Two Three;
Calling for One Two Three;
And I think I can hear
It a ringing in my ear,
A-calling for the One, Two, Three.”

Above all, in its literature does witchcraft exhibit the
conclusive proof of its age, its hydra-headed forms, and its
influence in the intellectual and spiritual development of the
races of men.

What of this literature? Count in it all the works that treat
of the subject in its many phases, and its correlatives, and it
is limitless, a literature of all times and all lands.

Christian and pagan gave it place in their religions, dogmas,
and articles of faith and discipline, and in their codes of law;
and for four hundred years, from the appeal of Pope John XXII,
in 1320, to extirpate the Devil-worshipers, to the repeal of the
statute of James I in 1715, the delusion gave point and force
to treatises, sermons, romances, and folk-lore, and invited,
nay, compelled, recognition at the hands of the scientist and
legist, the historian, the poet and the dramatist, the
theologian and philosopher.

But the monographic literature of witchcraft, as it is here
considered, is limited, in the opinion of a scholar versed in
its lore, to fifteen hundred titles. There is a mass of
unpublished materials in libraries and archives at home and
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abroad, and of information as to witchcraft and the witch
trials, accessible in court records, depositions, and current
accounts in public and private collections, all awaiting the
coming of some master hand to transform them into an exhaustive
history of the most grievous of human superstitions.

To this day, there has been no thorough investigation or
complete analysis of the history of the witch persecutions. The
true story has been distorted by partisanship and ignorance, and
left to exploitation by the romancer, the empiric, and the
sciolist.

“Of the origin and nature of the delusion we know
perhaps enough; but of the causes and paths of its
spread, of the extent of its ravages, of its exact
bearing upon the intellectual and religious freedom of
its times, of the soul-stirring details of the costly
struggle by which it was overborne we are lamentably ill
informed.” (THE LITERATURE OF WITCHCRAFT, p. 66, BURR.)

It must serve in this brief narrative to merely note, within the
centuries which marked the climax of the mania, some of the most
authoritative and influential works in giving strength to its
evil purpose and the modes of accusation, trial, and punishment.

Modern scholarship holds that witchcraft, with the Devil as the
arch enemy of mankind for its cornerstone, was first exploited
by the Dominicans of the Inquisition. They blazed the tortuous
way for the scholastic theology which in the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries gave new recognition to Satan and his
satellites as the sworn enemies of God and his church, and the
Holy Inquisition with its massive enginery, open and secret,
turned its attention to the exposure and extirpation of the
heretics and sinners who were enlisted in the Devil’s service.

Take for adequate illustration these standard authorities in the
early periods of the widespread and virulent epidemic:

Those of the Inquisitor General, Eymeric, in 1359,
entitled TRACTATUS CONTRA DÆMONUM; the FORMICARIUS OR ANT HILL
of the German Dominican Nider, 1337; the DE CALCATIONE
DÆMONUM, 1452; the FLAGELLUM HÆRETICORUM FASCINARIORUM of the
French Inquisitor Jaquier in 1458; and the FORTALITIUM FIDEI
of the Spanish Franciscan Alonso de Spina, in 1459; the
famous and infamous manual of arguments and rules of
procedure for the detection and punishment of witches,
compiled by the German Inquisitors Krämer and Sprenger
(Institor) in 1489, buttressed on the bull of Pope
Innocent VIII; (this was the celebrated WITCH HAMMER,
bearing on its title page the significant legend, “Not
to believe in witchcraft is the greatest of heresies”);
the Canon Episcopi; the bulls of Popes John XXII, 1330,
Innocent VIII, 1484, Alexander VI, 1494, Leo X, 1521,
and Adrian VI, 1522; the Decretals of the canon law; the
exorcisms of the Roman and Greek churches, all hinged
on scriptural precedents; the Roman law, the Twelve
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Tables, and the Justinian Code, the last three imposing
upon the crimes of conjuring, exorcising, magical arts,
offering sacrifices to the injury of one’s neighbors,
sorcery, and witchcraft, the penalties of death by
torture, fire, or crucifixion.
Add to these classics some of the later authorities: the
DÆMONOLOGIE of the royal inquisitor James I of England
and Scotland, 1597; Mores’ ANTIDOTE TO ATHEISM; Fuller’s
HOLY AND PROFANE STATE; Granvil’s SADDUCISMUS TRIUMPHATUS,
1681; TRYAL OF WITCHES AT THE ASSIZES FOR THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK
BEFORE SIR MATTHEW HALE, MARCH, 1664 (London, 1682);
Baxter’s CERTAINTY OF THE WORLD OF SPIRITS, 1691; Cotton
Mather’s A DISCOURSE ON WITCHCRAFT, 1689, his LATE MEMORABLE
PROVIDENCES RELATING TO WITCHCRAFTS AND POSSESSIONS, 1684, and
his WONDERS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD, 1692; and enough
references have been made to this literature of
delusion, to the precedents that seared the consciences
of courts and juries in their sentences of men, women,
and children to death by the rack, the wheel, the stake,
and the gallows.

Where in history are the horrors of the curse more graphically
told than in the words of Canon Linden, an eye witness of the
demonic deeds at Trier (Treves) in 1589?

“And so, from court to court throughout the towns and
villages of all the diocese, scurried special accusers,
inquisitors, notaries, jurors, judges, constables,
dragging to trial and torture human beings of both sexes
and burning them in great numbers. Scarcely any of those
who were accused escaped punishment. Nor were there
spared even the leading men in the city of Trier. For
the Judge, with two Burgomasters, several Councilors
and Associate Judges, canons of sundry collegiate
churches, parish-priests, rural deans, were swept away
in this ruin. So far, at length, did the madness of the
furious populace and of the courts go in this thirst for
blood and booty that there was scarcely anybody who was
not smirched by some suspicion of this crime.

“Meanwhile notaries, copyists, and innkeepers grew
rich. The executioner rode a blooded horse, like a noble
of the court, and went clad in gold and silver; his wife
vied with noble dames in the richness of her array. The
children of those convicted and punished were sent into
exile; their goods were confiscated; plowman and
vintner failed.” (THE WITCH PERSECUTIONS, pp. 13-14, BURR.)

Fanaticism did not rule and ruin without hindrance and
remonstrance. Men of great learning and exalted position struck
mighty blows at the root of the evil. They could not turn the
tide but they stemmed it, and their attacks upon the whole theory
of Satanic power and the methods of persecution were potent in
the reaction to humanity and a reign of reason.
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Always to be remembered among these men of power are Johann Wier,
Friedrich Spee, and notably Reginald Scot, who in his DISCOVERY
OF WITCHCRAFT, in 1584, undertook to prove that “the contracts and
compacts of witches with devils and all infernal spirits and
familiars, are but erroneous novelties and erroneous
conceptions.”

“After all it is setting a high value on our conjectures
to roast a man alive on account of them.” (MONTAIGNE.)

Who may measure in romance and the drama the presence, the cogent
and undeniable power of those same abiding elements of mysticism
and mystery, which underlie all human experience, and repeated
in myriad forms find their classic expression in the queries of
the “Weird Sisters,” “those elemental avengers without sex or
kin”?

“When shall we three meet again,
In thunder, lightning or in rain?
When the hurly burly’s done,
When the battle’s lost and won.”

Are not the mummeries of the witches about the cauldron in
Macbeth, and Talbot’s threat pour la Pucelle,

“Blood will I draw on thee, thou art a witch,”

uttered so long ago, echoed in the wailing cry of La Meffraye
in the forests of Machecoul, in the maledictions of Grio, and
of the Saga of the Burning Fields?

Their vitality is also clearly shown in their constant use and
exemplification by the romance and novel writers who appeal with
certainty and success to the popular taste in the tales of
spectral terrors. Witness: Farjeon’s THE TURN OF THE SCREW;
Bierce’s THE DAMNED THING; Bulwer’s A STRANGE STORY; Cranford’s WITCH
OF PRAGUE; Howells’ THE SHADOW OF A DREAM; Winthrop’s CECIL DREEME;
Grusot’s NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE; Crockett’s BLACK DOUGLAS; and THE RED
AXE, Francis’ LYCHGATE HALL; Caine’s THE SHADOW OF A CRIME; and
countless other stories, traditions, tales, and legends, written
and unwritten, that invite and receive a gracious hospitality
on every hand.
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CHAPTER III

“A belief in witchcraft had always existed; it was
entertained by Coke, Bacon, Hale and even Blackstone.
It was a misdemeanor at English common law and made a
felony without benefit of clergy by 33 Henry VIII, c.
8, and 5 Eliz., c. 16, and the more severe statute of I
Jas. 1, ch. 12.” CONNECTICUT — ORIGIN OF HER COURTS AND LAWS
(N.E. States, Vol I, p. 487-488), HAMERSLEY.

“Selden took up a somewhat peculiar and characteristic
position. He maintained that the law condemning women
to death for witchcraft was perfectly just, but that it
was quite unnecessary to ascertain whether witchcraft
was a possibility. A woman might not be able to destroy
the life of her neighbor by her incantations; but if she
intended to do so, it was right that she should be
hung.” RATIONALISM IN EUROPE (Vol. 1, p. 123) LECKY.

The fundamental authority for legislation, for the decrees of
courts and councils as to witchcraft, from the days of the Witch
of Endor to those of Mercy Disborough of Fairfield, and Giles
Corey of Salem Farms, was the code of the Hebrews and its
recognition in the Gospel dispensations. Thereon rest most of
the historic precedents, legislative, ecclesiastical, and
judicial.

“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” EXODUS xxii, 18.

What law embalmed in ancientry and honored as of divine origin
has been more fruitful of sacrifice and suffering? Through the
Scriptures, gathering potency as it goes, runs the same grim
decree, with widening definitions.

“And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar
spirits and after wizards ... I will even set my face
against that soul and will cut him off from among his
people.” DEUTERONOMY xviii, 10-11.

“There shall not be found among you any one that maketh
his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or
that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an
enchanter, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a
wizard, or a necromancer.” DEUTERONOMY xviii, 10-11.

“Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and
the wizards out of the land.” SAMUEL i, 3.

“Now Saul the king of the Hebrews, had cast out of the
country the fortune tellers, and the necromancers, and
all such as exercised the like arts, excepting the
prophets.... Yet did he bid his servants to inquire out
for him some woman that was a necromancer, and called
up the souls of the dead, that so he might know whether
his affairs would succeed to his mind; for this sort of
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necromantic women that bring up the souls of the dead,
do by them foretell future events.” JOSEPHUS, Book 6, ch.
14.

“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.” SAMUEL i,
15-23.

“And I will cut off witchcraft out of the land.” MICAH
v. 12.

“Many of them also which used curious arts brought their
books together and burned them.” ACTS xix, 19.

“But there was a certain man called Simon which
beforetime in the same city used sorcery and bewitched
the people of Samaria.” ACTS viii, 9.

“If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and is withered, and men gather them and cast them into
the fire, and they are burned.”73 JOHN xv, 6.

These citations make clear the scriptural recognition of
witchcraft as a heinous sin and crime. It is, however, necessary
to draw a broad line of demarcation between the ancient forms
and manifestations which have been brought into view for an
illustrative purpose, and that delusion or mania which centered
in the theologic belief and teaching that Satan was the arch
enemy of mankind, and clothed with such power over the souls of
men as to make compacts with them, and to hold supremacy over
them in the warfare between good and evil.

The church from its earliest history looked upon witchcraft as
a deadly sin, and disbelief in it as a heresy, and set its
machinery in motion for its extirpation. Its authority was the
word of God and the civil law, and it claimed jurisdiction
through the ecclesiastical courts, the secular courts, however,
acting as the executive of their decrees and sentences.

Such was the cardinal principle which governed in the merciless
attempts to suppress the epidemic in spreading from the
continent to England and Scotland, and at last to the Puritan
colonies in America, where the last chapter of its history was
written.

There can be no better, no more comprehensive modern definition
of the crime once a heresy, or of the popular conception of it,
than the one set forth in the New England indictments, to wit:
“interteining familiarity with Satan the enemy of mankind, and
by his help doing works above the course of nature.”

In few words Henry Charles Lea, in his HISTORY OF THE INQUISITION IN
THE MIDDLE AGES, analyzes the development of the Satanic doctrine
from a superstition into its acceptance as a dogma of Christian
belief.

“As Satan’s principal object in his warfare with God was
to seduce human souls from their divine allegiance, he
was ever ready with whatever temptation seemed most

73. In the opinion of the eminent Italian jurist Bartolo, witches were burned alive in early times on this authority.
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likely to effect his purpose. Some were to be won by
physical indulgence; others by conferring on them
powers enabling them apparently to forecast the future,
to discover hidden things, to gratify enmity, and to
acquire wealth, whether through forbidden arts or by the
services of a familiar demon subject to their orders.
As the neophyte in receiving baptism renounced the
devil, his pomps and his angels, it was necessary for
the Christian who desired the aid of Satan to renounce
God. Moreover, as Satan when he tempted Christ offered
him the kingdoms of the earth in return for adoration —
‘If thou therefore wilt worship me all shall be thine’
(Luke iv, 7) — there naturally arose the idea that to
obtain this aid it was necessary to render allegiance
to the prince of hell. Thence came the idea, so fruitful
in the development of sorcery, of compacts with Satan
by which sorcerers became his slaves, binding
themselves to do all the evil they could to follow their
example. Thus the sorcerer or witch was an enemy of all
the human race as well as of God, the most efficient
agent of hell in its sempiternal conflict with heaven.
His destruction, by any method, was therefore the
plainest duty of man.

“This was the perfected theory of sorcery and witchcraft
by which the gentle superstitions inherited and adopted
from all sides were fitted into the Christian
dispensation and formed part of its accepted creed.”
(HISTORY OF INQUISITION IN THE MIDDLE AGES, 3, 385, LEA.)

Once the widespread superstition became adapted to the forms of
religious faith and discipline, and “the prince of the power of
the air” was clothed with new energies, the Devil was taken
broader account of by Christianity itself; the sorcery of the
ancients was embodied in the Christian conception of witchcraft;
and the church undertook to deal with it as a heresy; the door
was opened wide to the sweep of the epidemic in some of the
continental lands.

In Bamburg and Wurzburg, Geneva and Como, Toulouse and Lorraine,
and in many other places in Italy, Germany, and France,
thousands were sacrificed in the names of religion, justice, and
law, with bigotry for their advocate, ignorance for their judge,
and fanaticism for their executioner. The storm of demonism
raged through three centuries, and was stayed only by the mighty
barriers of protest, of inquiry, of remonstrance, and the forces
that crystallize and mold public opinion, which guides the
destinies of men in their march to a higher civilization.

The flames burning so long and so fiercely on the continent at
first spread slowly in England and Scotland. Sorcery in some of
its guises had obtained therein ever since the Conquest, and
victims had been burned under the king’s writ after sentence in
the ecclesiastical courts; but witchcraft as a compact with
Satan was not made a felony until 1541, by a statute of Henry
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VIII. Cranmer, in his ARTICLES OF VISITATION in 1549, enjoined the
clergy to inquire as to any craft invented by the Devil; and
Bishop Jewell, preaching before the queen in 1558, said:

“It may please your Grace to understand that witches and
sorcerers within these last few years are marvelously
increased within your Grace’s realm, Your Grace’s
subjects pine away even unto the death, their colour
fadeth, their flesh rotteth, their speech is benumbed,
their senses are bereft.”

The act of 1541 was amended in Queen Elizabeth’s reign, in 1562,
but at the accession of James I — himself a fanatic and bigot
in religious matters, and the author of the famous DÆMONOLOGIE —
a new law was enacted with exact definition of the crime, which
remained in force more than a hundred years. Its chief provision
was this:

“If any person or persons use, practice or exercise any
invocation or conjuration of any evil and wicked spirit,
or shall consult, covenant with, entertain, employ,
feed or reward any evil and wicked spirit to or for any
intent or purpose, or take up any dead man, woman, or
child out of his, her or their grave, or any other place
where the dead body resteth or the skin, bone, or any
part of any dead person, to be employed or used in any
manner of witchcraft, sorcery, charm, or enchantment,
or shall use, practise, or exercise any witchcraft,
enchantment, charm, or sorcery, whereby any person
shall be killed, destroyed, wasted, consumed, pined or
lamed in his or her body or any part thereof: every such
offender is a felon without benefit of clergy.”

Under this law, and the methods of its administration,
witchcraft so called increased; persecutions multiplied,
especially under the Commonwealth, and notably in the eastern
counties of England, whence so many of all estates, all sorts
and conditions of men, had fled over seas to set up the standard
of independence in the Puritan colonies.

Many executions occurred in Lancashire, in Suffolk, Essex, and
Huntingdonshire, where the infamous scoundrel “Witch-finder-
General” Matthew Hopkins, under the sanction of the courts, was
“pricking,” “waking,” “watching,” and “testing” persons
suspected or accused of witchcraft, with fiendish ingenuity of
indignity and torture. Says James Howell in his FAMILIAR LETTERS,
in 1646:

“We have multitudes of witches among us; for in Essex
and Suffolk there were above two hundred indicted within
these two years, and above the half of them executed.”

“Within the compass of two years (1645-7), near upon
three hundred witches were arraigned, and the major part
of them executed in Essex and Suffolk only. Scotland
swarms with them more and more, and persons of good
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quality are executed daily.”

Scotland set its seal on witchcraft as a crime by an act of its
parliament so early as 1563, amended in 1649. The ministers were
the inquisitors and persecutors. They heard the confessions, and
inflicted the tortures, and their cruelties were commensurate
with the hard and fast theology that froze the blood of mercy
in their veins.

The trials were often held by special commissions issued by the
privy council, on the petition of a presbytery or general
assembly. It was here that those terrible instruments of
torture, the caschielawis, the lang irnis, the boot and the
pilliewinkis, were used to wring confessions from the wretched
victims. It is all a strange and gruesome story of horrors told
in detail in the state trial records, and elsewhere, from the
execution of Janet Douglas — Lady Glammis — to that of the poor
old woman at Dornoch who warmed herself at the fire set for her
burning. So firmly seated in the Scotch mind was the belief in
witchcraft as a sin and crime, that when the laws against it
were repealed in 1736, Scotchmen in the highest stations of
church and state remonstrated against the repeal as contrary to
the law of God; and William Forbes, in his “Institutes of the
Law of Scotland,” calls witchcraft “that black art whereby
strange and wonderful things are wrought by a power derived from
the devil.”

This glance at what transpired on the continent and in England
and Scotland is of value, in the light it throws on the beliefs
and convictions of both Pilgrim and Puritan — Englishmen all —
in their new domain, their implicit reliance on established
precedents, their credulity in witchcraft matters, and their
absolute trust in scriptural and secular authority for their
judicial procedure, and the execution of the grim sentences of
the courts, until the revolting work of the accuser and the
searcher, and the delusion of the ministers and magistrates
aflame with mistaken zeal vanished in the sober afterthought,
the reaction of the public mind and conscience, which at last
crushed the machinations of the Devil and his votaries in high
places.
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CHAPTER IV

“Hence among all the superstitions that have ‘stood
over’ from primeval ages, the belief in witchcraft has
been the most deeply rooted and the most tenacious of
life. In all times and places until quite lately, among
the most advanced communities, the reality of
witchcraft has been accepted without question, and
scarcely any human belief is supported by so vast a
quantity of recorded testimony.”
“Considering the fact that the exodus of Puritans to New
England occurred during the reign of Charles I, while
the persecutions for witchcraft were increasing toward
a maximum in the mother country, it is rather strange
that so few cases occurred in the New World.” NEW FRANCE
AND NEW ENGLAND (pp. 136-144), FISKE.

The forefathers believed in witchcraft — entering into compacts
with the Devil — and in all its diabolical subtleties. They had
cogent reasons for their belief in example and experience. They
set it down in their codes as a capital offense. They found, as
has been shown abundant authority in the Bible and in the English
precedents. They anchored their criminal codes as they did their
theology in the wide and deep haven of the Old Testament decrees
and prophecies and maledictions, and doubted not that “the
Scriptures do hold forth a perfect rule for the direction and
government of all men in all duties which they are to perform
to God and men.”

Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Haven, early in their
history enacted these capital laws:

In Massachusetts (1641):

“Witchcraft which is fellowship by covenant with a
familiar spirit to be punished with death.”

“Consulters with witches not to be tolerated, but either
to be cut off by death or banishment or other suitable
punishment.” (ABSTRACT NEW ENGLAND LAWS, 1655.)

In Connecticut (1642):

“If any man or woman be a witch — that is, hath or
consulteth with a familiar spirit — they shall be put
to death.” Exodus xxii, 18; Leviticus xx, 27;
Deuteronomy xviii, 10, 11. (COLONIAL RECORDS OF CONNECTICUT,
Vol. I, p. 77).

In New Haven (1655):

“If any person be a witch, he or she shall be put to
death according to” Exodus xxii, 18; Leviticus xx, 27;
Deuteronomy xviii, 10, 11. (NEW HAVEN COLONIAL RECORDS,
Vol. II, p. 576, Cod. 1655).
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These laws were authoritative until the epidemic had ceased.

Witches were tried, condemned, and executed with no question as
to due legal power, in the minds of juries, counsel, and courts,
until the hour of reaction came, hastened by doubts and
criticisms of the sources and character of evidence, and the
magistrates and clergy halted in their prosecutions and
denunciations of an alleged crime born of delusion, and nurtured
by a theology run rampant.

“They had not been taught to question the wisdom or the
humanity of English criminal law.” (BLUE LAWS — TRUE AND
FALSE, p. 15, TRUMBULL.)

Here and there in New England, following the great immigration
from Old England, from 1630-40, during the Commonwealth, and to
the Restoration, several cases of witchcraft occurred, but the
mania did not set its seal on the minds of men, and inspire them
to run amuck in their frenzy, until the days of the swift onset
in Massachusetts and Connecticut in 1692, when the zenith of
Satan’s reign was reached in the Puritan colonies.

A few words about the tragedy at Salem are relevant and
essential. They are written because it was the last outbreak of
epidemic demonopathy among the civilized peoples; it has been
exploited by writers abroad, who have left the dreadful record
of the treatment of the delusion in their own countries in the
background; it was accompanied in some degree by like
manifestations and methods of suppression in sister colonies;
it was fanned into flames by men in high station who reveled in
its merciless extirpation as a religious duty, and eased their
consciences afterwards by contrition, confession and remorse,
for their valiant service in the army of the theological devil;
and especially for the contrasts it presents to the more
cautious and saner methods of procedure that obtained in the
governments of Connecticut and New Haven at the apogee of the
delusion.

What say the historians and scholars, some of whose ancestors
witnessed or participated in the tragedies, and whose
acquaintance with the facts defies all challenge?

“It is on the whole the most gruesome episode in
American history, and it sheds back a lurid light upon
the long tale of witchcraft in the past.” (FISKE’S NEW
FRANCE AND NEW ENGLAND, 195.)

“The sainted minister in the church; the woman of the
scarlet letter in the market place! What imagination
would have been irreverent enough to surmise that the
same scorching stigma was on them both.” (SCARLET LETTER,
HAWTHORNE.)

“We are made partners in parish and village feuds. We
share in the chimney corner gossip, and learn for the
first time how many mean and merely human motives,
whether consciously or unconsciously, gave impulse and
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intensity to the passions of the actors in that
memorable tragedy which dealt the death blow in this
country to the belief in Satanic compacts.” (AMONG MY
BOOKS — WITCHCRAFT, p. 142, LOWELL.)

“The tragedy was at an end. It lasted about six months,
from the first accusations in March until the last
executions in September.... It was an epidemic of mad
superstitious fear, bitterly to be regretted, and a
stain upon the high civilization of the Bay Colony.”
(HISTORIC TOWNS OF NEW ENGLAND, SALEM, p. 148, LATIMER.)

What was done at Salem, when the tempest of unreason broke loose?
Who were the chief actors in it? This was done. From the first
accusation in March, 1692, to the last execution in September,
1692, nineteen persons were hanged and one man was pressed to
death74 (no witch was ever burned in New England), hundreds of
innocent men and women were imprisoned, or fled into exile or
hiding places, their homes were broken up, their estates were
ruined, and their families and friends were left in sorrow,
anxiety, and desolation; and all this terrorism was wrought at
the instance of the chief men in the communities, the
magistrates, and the ministers.

Upham in his SALEM WITCHCRAFT (Vol. II. pp. 249-250) thus pictures
the situation.

“The prisons in Salem, Ipswich, Boston, and Cambridge,
were crowded. All the securities of society were
dissolved. Every man’s life was at the mercy of every
man. Fear sat on every countenance, terror and distress
were in all hearts, silence pervaded the streets; all
who could, quit the country; business was at a stand; a
conviction sunk into the minds of men, that a dark and
infernal confederacy had got foot-hold in the land,
threatening to overthrow and extirpate religion and
morality, and establish the kingdom of the Prince of
darkness in a country which had been dedicated, by the
prayers and tears and sufferings of its pious fathers,
to the Church of Christ and the service and worship of
the true God. The feeling, dismal and horrible indeed,
became general, that the providence of God was removed
from them; that Satan was let loose, and he and his
confederates had free and unrestrained power to go to
and fro, torturing and destroying whomever he willed.”

The trials were held by a Special Court, consisting of William
Stoughton, Peter Sergeant, Nath. Saltonstall, Wait Winthrop,
Bartho’ Gedney, John Richards, Saml. Sewall, John Hathorne, Tho.
Newton, and Jonathan Corwin, — not one of them a lawyer.

Whatever his associates may have thought of their ways of doing
God’s service, after the tragedy was over, Sewall, one of the
most zealous of the justices, made a public confession of his

74. Fifty-five persons suffered torture, and twenty were executed before the delusion ended. ENCY. AMERICANA (Vol. 16, 
“Witchcraft”).

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

errors before the congregation of the Old South Church, January
14, 1697. Were the agonizing groans of poor old Giles Corey,
pressed to death under planks weighted with stones, or the
prayers of the saintly Burroughs ringing in his ears?

“The conduct of Judge Sewall claims our particular
admiration. He observed annually in private a day of
humiliation and prayer, during the remainder of his
life, to keep fresh in his mind a sense of repentance
and sorrow for the part he bore in the trials. On the
day of the general fast, he arose in the place where he
was accustomed to worship, the old South, in Boston, and
in the presence of the great assembly, handed up to the
pulpit a written confession, acknowledging the error
into which he had been led, praying for the forgiveness
of God and his people, and concluding with a request,
to all the congregation to unite with him in devout
supplication, that it might not bring down the
displeasure of the Most High upon his country, his
family, or himself. He remained standing during the
public reading of the paper. This was an act of true
manliness and dignity of soul.” (UPHAM’S SALEM WITCHCRAFT,
Vol. II, p. 441).

Grim, stern, narrow as he was, this man in his self-judgment
commands the respect of all true men.

The ministers stood with the magistrates in their delusion and
intemperate zeal. Two hundred and sixteen years after the last
witch was hung in Massachusetts a clearer light falls on one of
the striking personalities of the time — Cotton Mather — who to
a recent date has been credited with the chief responsibility
for the Salem prosecutions.

Did he deserve it?

Robert Calef, in his MORE WONDERS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD, Bancroft in
his HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, and Charles W. Upham in his SALEM
WITCHCRAFT, are the chief writers who have placed Mather in the
foreground of those dreadful scenes, as the leading minister of
the time, an active personal participant in the trials and
executions, and a zealot in the maintenance of the ministerial
dignity and domination.

On the other hand, the learned scholar, the late William
Frederick Poole, first in the North American Review, in 1869,
and again in his paper WITCHCRAFT IN BOSTON, in 1882, in the MEMORIAL
HISTORY OF BOSTON, calls Calef an immature youth, and says that his
obvious intent, and that of the several unknown contributors who
aided him, was to malign the Boston ministers and to make a
sensation.

And the late John Fiske, in his NEW FRANCE AND NEW ENGLAND (p. 155),
holds that:

“Mather’s rules (of evidence) would not have allowed a
verdict of guilty simply upon the drivelling testimony
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of the afflicted persons, and if this wholesome caution
had been observed, not a witch would ever have been hung
in Salem.”

What were those rules of evidence and of procedure attributed
to Mather? Through the Special Court appointed to hold the witch
trials, and early in its sittings, the opinions of twelve
ministers of Boston and vicinity were asked as to witchcraft.
Cotton Mather wrote and his associates signed an answer June 15,
1692, entitled, THE RETURN OF SEVERAL MINISTERS CONSULTED BY HIS
EXCELLENCY AND THE HONORABLE COUNCIL UPON THE PRESENT WITCHCRAFTS IN SALEM
VILLAGE. This was the opinion of the ministers, and it is most
important to note what is said in it of spectral evidence,75 as
it was upon such evidence that many convictions were had:

“1. The afflicted state of our poor neighbors that are
now suffering by molestations from the Invisible World
we apprehend so deplorable, that we think their
condition calls for the utmost help of all persons in
their several capacities.

“2. We cannot but with all thankfulness acknowledge the
success which the merciful God has given unto the
sedulous and assiduous endeavors of our honorable
rulers to detect the abominable witchcrafts which have
been committed in the country; humbly praying that the
discovery of these mysterious and mischievous
wickednesses may be perfected.

“3. We judge that, in the prosecution of these and all
such witchcrafts there is need of a very critical and
exquisite caution, lest by too much credulity for things
received only upon the devil’s authority, there be a
door opened for a long train of miserable consequences,
and Satan get an advantage over us; for we should not
be ignorant of his devices.

“4. As in complaints upon witchcraft there may be
matters of inquiry which do not amount unto matters of
presumption, and there may be matters of presumption
which yet may not be matters of conviction, so it is
necessary that all proceedings thereabout be managed
with an exceeding tenderness toward those that may be
complained of, especially if they have been persons
formerly of an unblemished reputation.

“5. When the first inquiry is made into the
circumstances of such as may lie under the just
suspicion of witchcrafts, we could wish that there may
be admitted as little as possible of such noise, company
and openness as may too hastily expose them that are
examined, and that there may be nothing used as a test

75. An illustration: The child Ann Putnam, in her testimony against the Rev. Mr. Burroughs, said that one evening the apparition of 
a minister came to her and asked her to write her name in the devil’s book. Then came the forms of two women in winding sheets, 
and looked angrily upon the minister and scolded him until he was fain to vanish away. Then the women told Ann that they were 
the ghosts of Mr. Burroughs’ first and second wives whom he had murdered.
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for the trial of the suspected, the lawfulness whereof
may be doubted by the people of God, but that the
directions given by such judicious writers as Perkins
and Barnard may be observed.

“6. Presumptions whereupon persons may be committed,
and much more, convictions whereupon persons may be
condemned as guilty of witchcrafts, ought certainly to
be more considerable than barely the accused persons
being represented by a spectre unto the afflicted,
inasmuch as it is an undoubted and notorious thing that
a demon may by God’s permission appear even to ill
purposes, in the shape of an innocent, yea, and a
virtuous man. Nor can we esteem alterations made in the
sufferers, by a look or touch of the accused, to be an
infallible evidence of guilt, but frequently liable to
be abused by the devil’s legerdemains.

“7. We know not whether some remarkable affronts given
the devils, by our disbelieving these testimonies whose
whole force and strength is from them alone, may not put
a period unto the progress of the dreadful calamity
begun upon us, in the accusation of so many persons
whereof some, we hope, are yet clear from the great
transgression laid to their charge.

“8. Nevertheless, we cannot but humbly recommend unto
the government, the speedy and vigorous prosecutions of
such as have rendered themselves obnoxious, according
to the directions given in the laws of God and the
wholesome statutes of the English nation for the
detection of witchcrafts.”

Did Longfellow, after a critical study of the original evidence
and records, truly interpret Mather’s views, in his dialogue
with Hathorne?

MATHER:

“Remember this, That as a sparrow falls not to the
ground
Without the will of God, so not a Devil
Can come down from the air without his leave.
We must inquire.”

HATHORNE:

“Dear sir, we have inquired;
Sifted the matter thoroughly through and through,
And then resifted it.”

MATHER:

“If God permits
These evil spirits from the unseen regions
To visit us with surprising informations,
We must inquire what cause there is for this,
But not receive the testimony borne
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By spectres as conclusive proof of guilt
In the accused.”

HATHORNE:

“Upon such evidence
We do not rest our case. The ways are many
In which the guilty do betray themselves.”

MATHER:

“Be careful, carry the knife with such exactness
That on one side no innocent blood be shed
By too excessive zeal, and on the other
No shelter given to any work of darkness.”

NEW ENGLAND TRAGEDIES (4, 725), LONGFELLOW.

Whatever Mather’s caution to the court may have been, or his
leadership in learning, or his ambition and his clerical zeal,
there is thus far no evidence, in all his personal participation
in the tragedies, that he lifted his hand to stay the storm of
terrorism once begun, or cried halt to the magistrates in their
relentless work. On the contrary, after six victims had been
executed, August 4, 1692, in A DISCOURSE ON THE WONDERS OF THE
INVISIBLE WORLD, Mather wrote this in deliberate, cool
afterthought:

“They — the judges — have used as judges have heretofore
done, the spectral evidences, to introduce their
farther inquiries into the lives of the persons accused;
and they have thereupon, by the wonderful Providence of
God, been so strengthened with other evidences that some
of the witch-gang have been fairly executed.”

And a year later, in the light of all his personal experience
and investigation, Mather solemnly declared:

“If in the midst of the many dissatisfactions among us,
the publication of these trials may promote such a pious
thankfulness unto God for justice being so far executed
among us, I shall rejoice that God is glorified.”

Wherever the responsibility at Salem may have rested, the truth
is that in the general fear and panic there was potent in the
minds, both of the clergy and the laity, the spirit of fanaticism
and malevolence in some instances, such as misled the pastor of
the First Church to point to the corpses of Giles Corey’s devoted
and saintly wife and others swinging to and fro, and say “What
a sad thing it is to see eight firebrands of hell hanging there.”

This conspectus of witchcraft, old and new, of its development
from the sorcery and magic of the ancients into the mediæval
theological dogma of the power of Satan, of its gradual ripening
into an epidemic demonopathy, of its slow growth in the American
colonies, of its volcanic outburst in the close of the
seventeenth century, is relevant and appropriate to this account
of the delusion in Connecticut, its rise and suppression, its
firm hold on the minds and consciences of the colonial leaders
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for threescore years after the settlement of the towns, a
chapter in Connecticut history written in the presence of the
actual facts now made known and available, and with a purpose
of historic accuracy.
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CHAPTER V

“It was not to be expected of the colonists of New
England that they should be the first to see through a
delusion which befooled the whole civilized world, and
the gravest and most knowing persons in it. The
colonists in Connecticut and New Haven, as well as in
Massachusetts, like all other Christian people at that
time — at least with extremely rare individual
exceptions — believed in the reality of a hideous crime
called witchcraft.” PALFREY’S NEW ENGLAND (Vol. IV, pp.
96-127).

“The truth is that it [witchcraft] pervaded the whole
Christian Church. The law makers and the ministers of
New England were under its influences as —and no more
than— were the law makers and ministers of Old England.”
BLUE LAWS — TRUE AND FALSE (p. 23), TRUMBULL.

“One —— of Windsor Arraigned and Executed at Hartford
for a Witch.” WINTHROP’S JOURNAL (2: 374, Savage Ed.,
1853).

Here beginneth the first chapter of the story of the delusion
in Connecticut. It is an entry made by John Winthrop, Governor
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, in his famous journal, without
specific date, but probably in the spring of 1647.

It is of little consequence save as much has been made of it by
some writers as fixing the relative date of the earliest
execution for witchcraft in New England, and locating it in one
of the three original Connecticut towns.

What matters it at this day whether Mary Johnson as tradition
runs, or Alse Youngs as truth has it, was put to death for
witchcraft in Windsor, Connecticut, in 1647, or Martha Jones of
Charlestown, Massachusetts, was hung for the same crime at
Boston in 1648, as also set down in Winthrop’s Journal?

“It may possibly be thought a great neglect, or matter
of partiality, that no account is given of witchcraft
in Connecticut. The only reason is, that after the most
careful researches, no indictment of any person for that
crime, nor any process relative to that affair can be
found.” (HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT, 1799, Preface, BENJAMIN
TRUMBULL, D.D.)

“A few words should be said regarding the author’s
mention of the subject of witchcraft in Connecticut....
It is, I believe, strictly true, as he says ‘that no
indictment of any person for that crime nor any process
relative to that affair can be found.’

“It must be confessed, however, that a careful study of
the official colonial records of Connecticut and New
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Haven leaves no doubt that Goodwife Bassett was
convicted and hung at Stratford for witchcraft in 1651,
and Goodwife Knapp at Fairfield in 1653. It is also
recorded in Winthrop’s JOURNAL that ‘One — — of Windsor
was arraigned and executed at Hartford for a witch’ in
March, 1646-47, which if it actually occurred, forms the
first instance of an execution for witchcraft in New
England. The quotation here given is the only known
authority for the statement, and opens the question
whether something probably recorded as hearsay in a
journal, may be taken as authoritative evidence of an
occurrence.... The fact however remains, that the
official records are as our author says, silent
regarding the actual proceedings, and it is only by
inference that it may be found from these records that
the executions took place.” (Introduction to Reprint of
TRUMBULL’S HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT, 1898, JONATHAN TRUMBULL.)

The searcher for inerrant information about witchcraft in
Connecticut may easily be led into a maze of contradictions, and
the statement last above quoted is an apt illustration, with
record evidence to the contrary on every hand. Tradition,
hearsay, rumor, misstatements, errors, all colored by ignorance
or half knowledge, or a local jealousy or pride, have been woven
into a woof of precedent and acceptance, and called history.

As has been already stated, the general writers from Trumbull
to Johnston have nothing of value to say on the subject; the
open official records and the latest history — CONNECTICUT AS A
COLONY AND A STATE — cover only certain cases, and nowhere from the
beginning to this day has the story of witchcraft been fully
told.

Connecticut can lose nothing in name or fame or honor, if, more
than two centuries after the last witch was executed within her
borders, the facts as to her share in the strange superstition
be certified from the current records of the events.

How may this story best be told? Clearly, so far as may be, in
the very words of the actors in those tragic scenes, in the words
of the minister and magistrate, the justice and the juryman, the
accuser and the accused, and the searcher. Into this court of
inquiry come all these personalities to witness the sorrowful
march of the victims to the scaffold or to exile, or to acquittal
and deliverance with the after life of suspicion and social
ostracism.

The spectres of terror did not sit alone at the firesides of the
poor and lowly: they stalked in high places, and were known of
men and women of the first rank in education and the social
virtues, and of greatest influence in church and state.

Of this fact there is complete demonstration in a glance at the
dignitaries who presided at one of the earliest witchcraft
trials — men of notable ancestry, of learning, of achievements,
leaders in colonial affairs, whose memories are honored to this
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day.

These were the magistrates at a session entitled “A particular
courte in Hartford upon the tryall of John Carrington and his
wife 20th Feb., 1662” (See REC. P.C., 2: 17): Edw. Hopkins Esqr.,
Gournor John Haynes Esqr. Deputy, Mr. Wells, Mr. Woolcott, Mr.
Webster, Mr. Cullick, Mr. Clarke.

This court had jurisdiction over misdemeanors, and was “aided
by a jury,” as a close student of colonial history, the late
Sherman W. Adams, quaintly says in one of his historical papers.
These were the jurymen:

Mr. Phelps     John White            John More

Mr. Tailecoat        Will Leawis           Edw. Griswold

Mr. Hollister        Sam. Smith            Steph. Harte

Daniel Milton        John Pratt            Theo. Judd

Before this tribunal — representative of the others doing like
service later — made up of the foremost citizens, and of men in
the ordinary walks of life, endowed with hard common sense and
presumably inspired with a spirit of justice and fair play, came
John Carrington and his wife Joan of Wethersfield, against whom
the jury brought in a verdict of guilty.

It must be clearly borne in mind that all these men, in this as
in all the other witchcraft trials in Connecticut, illustrious
or commonplace — as are many of their descendants whose names
are written on the rolls of the patriotic societies in these
days of ancestral discovery and exploitation — were absolute
believers in the powers of Satan and his machinations through
witchcraft and the evidence then adduced to prove them, and
trained to such credulity by their education and experience, by
their theological doctrines, and by the law of the land in Old
England, but still clothed upon with that righteousness which
as it proved in the end made them skeptical as to certain alleged
evidences of guilt, and swift to respond to the calls of reason
and of mercy when the appeals were made to their calm judgment
and second thought as to the sins of their fellowmen.

In no way can the truth be so clearly set forth, the real
character of the evidence be so justly appreciated upon which
the convictions were had, as from the depositions and the oral
testimony of the witnesses themselves. They are lasting
memorials to the credulity and superstition, and the religious
insanity which clouded the senses of the wisest men for a time,
and to the malevolence and satanic ingenuity of the people who,
possessed of the devil accused their friends and neighbors of a
crime punishable by death.

Nor is this dark chapter in colonial history without its flashes
of humor and ridiculousness, as one follows the absurd and
unbridled testimonies which have been chosen as completely
illustrative of the whole series in the years of the witchcraft
nightmare. They are in part cited here, for the sake of
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authenticity and exactness, as written out in the various court
records and depositions, published and unpublished, in the
ancient style of spelling, and are worthy the closest study for
many reasons.

It will, however, clear the way to a better understanding of the
unique testimonies of the witch witnesses, if there be first
presented the authoritative reasons for the examination of a
witch, coupled with a summary of the lawful tests of innocence
or guilt. They are in the handwriting of William Jones, a Deputy
Governor of Connecticut and a member of the court at some of the
trials.

Grounds for Examination of a Witch
“1. Notorious defamacon by ye common report of the
people a ground of suspicion.

“2. Second ground for strict examinacon is if a fellow
witch gave testimony on his examinacon or death yt such
a pson is a witch, but this is not sufficient for
conviccon or condemnacon.

“3. If after cursing, there follow death or at least
mischiefe to ye party.

“4. If after quarrelling or threatening a prsent
mischiefe doth follow for ptye’s devilishly disposed
after cursing doe use threatnings, & yt alsoe is a grt
prsumcon agt y.

“5. If ye pty suspected be ye son or daughter, the
serv’t or familiar friend, neer neighbors or old
companion of a knowne or convicted witch this alsoe is
a prsumcon, for witchcraft is an art yt may be larned &
covayd from man to man & oft it falleth out yt a witch
dying leaveth som of ye aforesd heires of her
witchcraft.

“6. If ye pty suspected have ye devills mark for t’is
thought wn ye devill maketh his covent with y he
alwayess leaves his mark behind him to know y for his
owne yt is, if noe evident reason in can be given for
such mark.

“7. Lastly if ye pty examined be unconstant & contrary
to himselfe in his answers.

“Thus much for examinacon wch usually is by Q. & some
tymes by torture upon strong & grt presumcon.

“For conviccon it must be grounded on just and
sufficient proofes. The proofes for conviccon of 2
sorts, 1, Some be less sufficient, some more sufficient.

“Less sufficient used in formr ages by red hot iron and
scalding water. ye pty to put in his hand in one or take
up ye othr, if not hurt ye pty cleered, if hurt
convicted for a witch, but this was utterly condemned.
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In som countryes anothr proofe justified by some of ye
learned by casting ye pty bound into water, if she sanck
counted inocent, if she sunk not yn guilty, but all
those tryalls the author counts supstitious and
unwarrantable and worse. Although casting into ye water
is by some justified for ye witch having made a ct wth
ye devill she hath renounced her baptm & hence ye
antipathy between her & water, but this he makes nothing
off. Anothr insufficient testimoy of a witch is ye
testimony of a wizard, who prtends to show ye face of
ye witch to ye party afflicted in a glass, but this he
counts diabolicall & dangerous, ye devill may reprsent
a pson inocent. Nay if after curses & threats mischiefe
follow or if a sick pson like to dy take it on his death
such a one has bewitched him, there are strong grounds
of suspicon for strict examinacon but not sufficient for
conviccon.

“But ye truer proofes sufficient for conviccon are ye
voluntary confession of ye pty suspected adjudged
sufficient proofe by both divines & lawyers. Or 2 the
testimony of 2 witnesses of good and honest report
avouching things in theire knowledge before ye
magistrat 1 wither yt ye party accused hath made a
league wth ye devill or 2d or hath ben some knowne
practices of witchcraft. Argumts to prove either must
be as 1 if they can pve ye pty hath invocated ye devill
for his help this pt of yt ye devill binds withes to.

“Or 2 if ye pty hath entertained a familiar spt in any
forme mouse cat or othr visible creature.

“Or 3 if they affirm upon oath ye pty hath done any accon
or work wch inferreth a ct wth ye devill, as to shew ye
face of a man in a glass, or used inchantmts or such
feates, divineing of things to come, raising tempests,
or causing ye forme of a dead man to appeare or ye like
it sufficiently pves a witch.

“But altho those are difficult things to prove yet yr
are wayes to come to ye knowledg of y, for tis usuall
wth Satan to pmise anything till ye league be ratified,
& then he nothing ye discovery of y, for wtever witches
intend the devill intends nothing but theire utter
confusion, therefore in ye just judgmt of God it soe oft
falls out yt some witches shall by confession discour
ys, or by true testimonies be convicted.

“And ye reasons why ye devill would discover y is 1 his
malice towards all men 2 his insatiable desire to have
ye witches not sure enough of y till yn.

“And ye authors warne jurors, &c not to condemne
suspected psons on bare prsumtions wthout good &
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sufficient proofes.

“But if convicted of yt horrid crime to be put to death,
for God hath said thou shalt not suffer a witch to
live.”

The accuser and the prosecutor were aided in their work in a
peculiar way. It was the theory and belief that every witch was
marked —very privately marked— by the Devil, and the marks could
only be discovered by a personal examination. And thus there
came into the service of the courts a servant known as a
“searcher,” usually a woman, as most of the unfortunates who
were accused were women.

The location and identification of the witch marks involved
revolting details, some of the reports being unprintable. It is,
however, indispensable to a right understanding of the delusion
and the popular opinions which made it possible, that these
incidents, abhorrent and nauseating as they are, be given within
proper limitations to meet inquiry —not curiosity— and because
they may be noted in various records.

A standard authority in legal procedure in England, recognized
in witchcraft prosecutions in the New England colonies, was
DALTON’S COUNTRY JUSTICE, first published in 1619 in England, and
in its last edition in 1746. In its chapter on Witchcraft are
these directions as to the witch marks:

“These witches have ordinarily a familiar, or spirit
which appeareth to them, sometimes in one shape and
sometimes in another; as in the shape of a man, woman,
boy, dog, cat, foal, hare, rat, toad, etc. And to these
their spirits, they give names, and they meet together
to christen them (as they speak).... And besides their
sucking the Devil leaveth other marks upon their body,
sometimes like a blue or red spot, like a flea-biting,
sometimes the flesh sunk in and hollow. And these
Devil’s marks be insensible, and being pricked will not
bleed, and be often in their secretest parts, and
therefore require diligent and careful search. These
first two are main points to discover and convict those
witches.”

These methods were adopted in the proceedings against witches
in Connecticut, and it will suffice to cite one of the reports
of a committee —Sarah Burr, Abigail Burr, Abigail Howard, Sarah
Wakeman, and Hannah Wilson,— “apointed (by the court) to make
sarch upon ye bodis of Marcy Disbrough and Goodwif Clauson,” at
Fairfield, in September and October 1692, sworn to before
Jonathan Bell, Commissioner, and John Allyn, Secretary.

“Wee Sarah bur and abigall bur and Abigail howard and
Sarah wakman all of fayrfeild with hanna wilson being
by order of authority apointed to make sarch upon ye
bodis of marcy disbrough and goodwif Clauson to see what
they Could find on ye bodies of ether & both of them;
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and wee retor as followeth and doe testify as to goodwif
Clauson forementioned wee found on her secret parts Just
within ye lips of ye same growing within sid sumewhat
as broad and reach without ye lips of ye same about on
Inch and half long lik in shape to a dogs eare which wee
apprehend to be vnvsuall to women.

“and as to marcy wee find on marcy foresayd on her
secret parts growing within ye lep of ye same a los pees
of skin and when puld it is near an Inch long somewhat
in form of ye fingar of a glove flatted

“that lose skin wee Judge more than common to women.”

“Octob. 29 1692 The above sworn by the above-named as
attests

“JOHN ALLYN Secry”
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CHAPTER VI

“Remembering all this, it is not surprising that witches
were tried, convicted and put to death in New England;
and the manner in which the waning superstition was
dealt with by Connecticut lawyers and ministers is the
more significant of that robust common sense, rejection
of superstition, political and religious, and fearless
acceptance of the ethical mandates of the great Law-
giver, which influenced the growth of their
jurisprudence and stamped it with an unmistakable
individuality.” CONNECTICUT; ORIGIN OF HER COURTS AND LAWS
(N.E. States, 1: 487-488), HAMERSLEY.

“They made witch-hunting a branch of their social
police, and desire for social solidarity. That this was
wrong and mischievous is granted; but it is ordinary
human conduct now as then. It was a most illogical,
capricious, and dangerous form of enforcing punishment,
abating nuisances, and shutting out disagreeable
truths; fertile in injustice, oppression, the shedding
of innocent blood, and the extinguishing of light. No
one can justify it, or plead beneficial results from it
which could not have been secured with far less evil in
other ways. But it was natural that, believing the crime
to exist, they should use the belief to strike down
offenders or annoyances out of reach of any other legal
means. They did not invent the crime for the purpose,
nor did they invent the death penalty for this crime.”
CONNECTICUT AS A COLONY (1: 206), MORGAN.

“As to what you mention, concerning that poor creature
in your town that is afflicted and mentioned my name to
yourself and son, I return you hearty thanks for your
intimation about it, and for your charity therein
mentioned; and I have great cause to bless God, who, of
his mercy hitherto, hath not left me to fall into such
an horrid evil.” Extract of a Letter from Sec. Allyn to
Increase Mather, Hartford, Mar. 18, 1692-93.

An accusation of witchcraft was a serious matter, one of life
or death, and often it was safer to become an accuser than one
of the accused. Made in terror, malice, mischief, revenge, or
religious dementia, or of some other ingredients in the Devil’s
brew, it passed through the stages of suspicion, espionage,
watchings, and searchings, to the formal complaints and
indictments which followed the testimony of the witnesses, in
their madness and delusion hot-foot to tell the story of their
undoing, their grotesque imaginings, their spectral visions,
their sufferings at the hands of Satan and his tools, and all
aimed at people, their neighbors and acquaintances, often wholly
innocent, but having marked personal peculiarities, or of
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irregular lives by the Puritan standard, or unpopular in their
communities, who were made the victim of one base passion or
another and brought to trial for a capital offense against
person and property.

Taking into account the actual number of accusations, trials,
and convictions or acquittals, the number of witnesses called
and depositions given was very great. And the later generations
owe their opportunity to judge aright in the matter, to the
foresight of the men of chief note in the communities who saw
the vital necessity of record evidence, and so early as 1666,
in the General Court of Connecticut, it was ordered that

“Whatever testimonies are improved in any court of
justice in this corporation in any action or case to be
tried, shall be presented in writing, and so kept by the
secretary or clerk of the said court on file.”

This preliminary analysis brings the searcher for the truth face
to face with the very witnesses who have left behind them, in
the attested records, the ludicrous or solemn, the pitiable or
laughable memorials of their own folly, delusion, or deviltry,
which marked them then and now as Satan’s chosen servitors.

Among the many witnesses and their statements on oath now made
available, the chief difficulty is one of selection and
elimination; and there will be presented here with the context
some of the chief depositions76 and statements in the most
notable witchcraft trials in some of the Connecticut towns, that
are typical of all of them, and show upon what travesties of
evidence the juries found their verdicts and the courts imposed
their sentences.

Katherine (Kateran) Harrison
At a Court of Assistants held at Hartford May 11, 1669, presided
over by Maj. John Mason —the conqueror of the Pequots— then
Deputy Governor, Katherine Harrison, after an examination by the
court on a charge of suspicion of witchcraft, was committed to
the common jail, to be kept in durance until she came to trial
and deliverance by the law.

At an adjourned session of the court at Hartford, May 25, 1669,
presided over by John Winthrop, Governor, with William Leete,
Deputy Governor, Major Mason and others as assistants, an
indictment was found against the prisoner in these words:

“Kateran Harrison thou standest here indicted by ye name
of Kateran Harrison (of Wethersfield) as being guilty
of witchcraft for that thou not haueing the fear of God
before thine eyes hast had familiaritie with Sathan the
grand enemie of god and mankind and by his help hast
acted things beyond and beside the ordinary course of

76. The selected testimonies herein given are from the Connecticut and New Haven colonial records; from the original depositions 
in some of the witchcraft cases, in manuscript, a part of the WYLLYS PAPERS, so called, now in the Connecticut State Library; and 
from the notes and papers on witchcraft of the late Charles J. Hoadley, LL.D., compiler of the colonial and state records, and for 
nearly a half century the state librarian.
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nature and hast thereby hurt the bodyes of divers of the
subjects of or souraigne Lord the King of which by the
law of god and of this corporation thou oughtest to
dye.”

Katherine plead not guilty and “refered herself to a tryall by
the jury present,” to whom this solemn oath was administered:

“You doe sware by the great and dreadful name of the
everliuing god that you will well and truely try just
verdict give and true deliverance make between or
Souraigne Lord the King and such prisoner or prisoners
at the barr as shall be given you in charge according
to the Evidence given in Court and the lawes so help you
god in or lord Jesus.”

A partial trial was had at the May session of the court, but the
jury could not agree upon a verdict, and adjournment was had
until the October session, when a verdict was to be given in,
and the prisoner was remanded to remain in prison in the
meantime.

It seems incredible that men like Winthrop and Mason, Treat and
Leete, and others of the foremost rank in those days, could have
served as judges in such trials, and in all earnestness and
sincerity listened to and given credence to the drivel, the
travesties of common sense, the mockeries of truth, which fell
from the lips of the witnesses in their testimonies. Some of the
absurd charges against Katherine Harrison invite particular
attention and need no comment. They speak for themselves.

THOMAS BRACY (probably Tracy) — Misfit jacket and
breeches — Vision of the red calf’s head — Murderous
counsel — ”Afflictinge”

“Thomas Bracy aged about 31 years testifieth as follows
that formerly James Wakeley would haue borrowed a saddle
of the saide Thomas Bracy, which Thomas Bracy denyed to
lend to him, he threatened Thomas and saide, it had bene
better he had lent it to him. Allsoe Thomas Bracy beinge
at worke the same day making a jacket & a paire of
breeches, he labored to his best understanding to set
on the sleeues aright on the jacket and seauen tymes he
placed the sleues wronge, setting the elbow on the
wronge side and was faine to rip them of and new set
them on againe, and allsoe the breeches goeing to cut
out the breeches, haueing two peices of cloth of
different collors, he was soe bemoydered in the matter,
that he cut the breeches one of one collor the other off
another collor, in such a manner he was bemoydered in
his understandinge or actinge yet neuertheless the same
daie and tyme he was well in his understandinge and
health in other matters and soe was forced to leaue
workinge that daie.

“The said Thomas beinge at Sargant Hugh Wells his house
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ouer against John Harrison’s house, in Weathersfield,
he saw a cart cominge towards John Harrisons house
loaden wth hay, on the top of the hay he saw perfectly
a red calfes head, the eares standing peart up, and
keeping his sight on the cart tell the cart came to the
barne, the calfe vanised, and Harrison stoode on the
carte wch appared not to Thomas before, nor could Thomas
find or see any calfe theire at all though he sought to
see the calfe.

“After this Thomas Bracy giuing out some words, that he
suspected Katherin Gooddy Harrison of witchcraft,
Katherin Harrison mett Thomas Bracy and threatned
Thomas telling him that shee would be euen with him.
After that Thomas Bracy aforesaide, being well in his
sences & health and perfectly awake, his brothers in bed
with him, Thomas aforesaid saw the saide James Wakely
and the saide Katherin Harrison stand by his bed side,
consultinge to kill him the said Thomas, James Wakely
said he would cut his throate, but Katherin counselled
to strangle him, presently the said Katherin seised on
Thomas striuinge to strangle him, and pulled or pinched
him so as if his flesh had been pulled from his bones,
theirefore Thomas groaned. At length his father Marten
heard and spake, then Thomas left groninge and lay quiet
a little, and then Katherin fell againe to afflictinge
and pinching, Thomas againe groninge Mr. Marten heard
and arose and came to Thomas whoe could not speake till
Mr. Marten laid his hands on Thomas, then James and
Katherin aforesaid went to the beds feete, his father
Marten and his mother stayed watchinge by Thomas all
that night after, and the next day Mr. Marten and his
wife saw the mark of the saide afflictinge and
pinchinge.”

“Dated 13th of August one thousand six hundred sixtie
and eight.

“Hadley. Taken upon oath before us.

“HENRY CLARKE.

“SAMUELL SMITH.”

JOSEPH DICKINSON — Voice calling Hoccanum! Hoccanum!
Hoccanum! — A far cry — Cows running “taile on end”

“The deposition of Joseph Dickenson of Northampton,
aged about 32 years, testifieth that he and Philip Smith
of Hadley went down early in the morninge to the greate
dry swampe, and theire we heard a voice call Hoccanum,
Hoccanum, Come Hoccanum, and coming further into the
swampe wee see that it was Katherin Harrison that caled
as before. We saw Katherin goe from thence homewards.
The said Philip parted from Joseph, and a small tyme
after Joseph met Philip againe, and then the said Philip
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affirmed that he had seene Katherin’s cows neare a mile
from the place where Katherin called them. The saide
Joseph went homewards, and goeing homeward met Samuell
Bellden ridinge into or downe the meadow. Samuel Belden
asked Joseph wheather he had seene the saide Katherin
Harrison & the saide Samuel told Joseph aforesaide that
he saw her neare the meadow gate, going homeward, and
allso more told him that he saw Katherin Harrison her
cows runninge with greate violence, taile on end,
homewards, and said he thought the cattell would be at
home soe soon as Katherin aforesaid if they could get
out at the meadow gate, and further this deponent saieth
not” Northampton, 13, 6, 1668, taken upon oth before us,
William Clarke David Wilton. Exhibited in court Oct. 29,
1668. Attests John Allyn, Secry.

RICHARD MOUNTAGUE — Over the great river to Nabuck — The
mystery of the swarming bees

“Richard Mountague, aged 52 years, testifieth as
followeth, that meeting with Goodwife Harrison in
Weathersfield the saide Katherin Harrison saide that a
swarm of her beese flew away over her neighbour
Boreman’s lott and into the great meadow, and thence
over the greate river to Nabuck side, but the said
Katherin saide that shee had fetched them againe; this
seemed very strange to the saide Richard, because this
was acted in a little tyme and he did believe the said
Katherin neither went nor used any lawful meanes to
fetch the said beese as aforesaid.” Dated the 13 of
August, 1668. Hadley, taken upon oath before us, Henry
Clarke, Samuel Smith. Exhibited in Court, October 29:
68, as attests John Allyn Secretry.

JOHN GRAVES — Bucolic reflections — The trespass on his
neighbor’s “rowing” — The cartrope adventure — The
runaway oxen

“John Graves aged about 39 years testifieth that
formerly going to reap in the meadow at Wethersfield,
his land he was to work on lay near to John Harrison’s
land. It came into the thoughts of the said John Graves
that the said John Harrison and Katherine his wife being
rumored to be suspicious of witchcraft, therefore he
would graze his cattle on the rowing of the land of
goodman Harrison, thinking that if the said Harrisons
were witches then something would disturb the quiet
feeding of the cattle. He thereupon adventured and tied
his oxen to his cart rope, one to one end and the other
to the other end, making the oxen surely fast as he
could, tieing 3 or 4 fast knots at each end, and tying
his yoke to the cartrope about the middle of the rope
between the oxen; and himself went about 10 or 12 pole
distant, to see if the cattle would quietly feed as in
other places. The cattle stood staring and fed not, and
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looking stedfastly on them he saw the cartrope of its
own accord untie and fall to the ground; thereupon he
went and tied the rope more fast and more knots in it
and stood apart as before to see the issue. In a little
time the oxen as affrighted fell to running, and ran
with such violence that he judgeth that the force and
speed of their running made the yoke so tied fly above
six foot high to his best discerning. The cattle were
used ordinarily before to be so tied and fed — in other
places, & presently after being so tied on other men’s
ground they fed — peaceably as at other times.” Dated
August, 1668. Hadley; taken upon oath before us Henry
Clarke, Samuel Smith. Exhibited in court Oct. 29th,
1668, attests John Allyn, Sec.

JOANE FRANCIS — The sick child — The spectre

Joane Francis her testimony. “About 4 years ago, about
the beginning of November, in the night just before my
child was struck ill, goodwife Harrison or her shape
appeared, and I said, the Lord bless me and my child,
here is goody Harrison. And the child lying on the
outside I took it and laid it between me and my husband.
The child continued strangely ill about three weeks,
wanting a day, and then died, had fits. We felt a thing
run along the sides or side like a whetstone. Robert
Francis saith he remembers his wife said that night the
child was taken ill, the Lord bless me and my child,
here is goody Harrison.”

JACOB JOHNSON’S WIFE — The box on the head — Diet,
drink, and plasters — Epistaxis

“The relation of the wife of Jacob Johnson. She saith
that her former husband was employed by goodman Harrison
to go to Windsor with a canoe for meal, and he told me
as he lay in his bed at Windsor in the night he had a
great box on the head, and after when he came home he
was ill, and goodwife Harrison did help him with diet
drink and plasters, but after a while we sent to Capt.
Atwood to help my husband in his distress, but the same
day that he came at night I came in at the door, & to
the best of my apprehension I saw the likeness of
goodwife Harrison with her face towards my husband, and
I turned about to lock the door & she vanist away. Then
my husband’s nose fell a bleeding in an extraordinary
manner, & so continued (if it were meddled with) to his
dying day. Sworn in court Oct. 29, 1668, attests John
Allyn, Secy.”

MARY HALE — Noises and blows — The canine apparition —
The voice in the night — The Devil a liar

“That about the latter end of November, being the 29th
day, 1668, the said Mary Hale lying in her bed, a good
fire giving such light that one might see all over that
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room where the said Mary then was, the said Mary heard
a noise, & presently something fell on her legs with
such violence that she feared it would have broken her
legs, and then it came upon her stomach and oppressed
her so as if it would have pressed the breath out of her
body. Then appeared an ugly shaped thing like a dog,
having a head such that I clearly and distinctly knew
to be the head of Katherine Harrison, who was lately
imprisoned upon suspicion of witchcraft. Mary saw it
walk to & fro in the chamber and went to her father’s
bedside then came back and disappeared. That day seven
night next after, lying in her bed something came upon
her in like manner as is formerly related, first on her
legs & feet & then on her stomach, crushing & oppressing
her very sore. She put forth her hand to feel (because
there was no light in the room so as clearly to
discern). Mary aforesaid felt a face, which she judged
to be a woman’s face, presently then she had a great
blow on her fingers which pained her 2 days after, which
she complained of to her father & mother, & made her
fingers black and blue. During the former passages Mary
called to her father & mother but could not wake them
till it was gone. After this, the day of December in the
night, (the night being very windy) something came again
and spoke thus to her, saying to Mary aforesaid, You
said that I would not come again, but are you not afraid
of me. Mary said, No. The voice replied I will make you
afraid before I have done with you; and then presently
Mary was crushed & oppressed very much. Then Mary called
often to her father and mother, they lying very near.
Then the voice said, Though you do call they shall not
hear till I am gone. Then the voice said, You said that
I preserved my cart to carry me to the gallows, but I
will make it a dear cart to you (which said words Mary
remembered she had only spoke in private to her sister
a little before & to no other.) Mary replied she feared
her not, because God had kept her & would keep her
still. The voice said she had a commission to kill her.
Mary asked, Who gave you the commission? The voice
replied God gave me the commission. Mary replied, The
Devil is a liar from the beginning for God will not give
commission to murder, therefore it must be from the
devil. Then Mary was again pressed very much. Then the
voice said, You will make known these things abroad when
I am gone, but if you will promise me to keep these
aforesaid matters secret I will come no more to afflict
you. Mary replied I will tell it abroad. Whereas the
said Mary mentions divers times in this former writing
that she heard a voice, this said Mary affirmeth that
she did & doth know that it was the voice of Katherine
Harrison aforesaid; and Mary aforesaid affirmeth that
the substance of the whole relation is truth.” Sworn in
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Court May 25, 1669. Attest John Allyn, Sec’y.

Elizabeth Smith — Neighborly criticism — Fortune
telling — Spinning yarn

“Elizabeth the wife of Simon Smith of Thirty Mile Island
testified that Catherine was noted by her and the rest
of the family to be a great or notorious liar, a sabbath
breaker, and one that told fortunes, and told the said
Elizabeth her fortune, that her husband’s name should
be Simon; & also told the said Elizabeth some other
matters that did come to pass; and also would oft speak
and boast of her great familiarity with Mr. Lilley, one
that told fortunes and foretold many matters that in
furture times were to be accomplished. And also the said
Katherine did often spin so great a quantity of fine
linen yarn as the said Elizabeth did never know nor hear
of any other woman that could spin so much. And further,
the said Elizabeth said that Capt. Cullick observing the
evil conversation in word and deed of the said Katherine
turned her out of his service, one reason was because
the said Katherine told fortunes.” Taken upon oath Sept.
23, 1668 before John Allyn, Assistant.

On such evidence, October 12, 1669, the jury being called to
give in their verdict upon the indictment of Katherine Harrison,
returned that they find the prisoner guilty of the indictment.

But meanwhile important things in the history of the case had
come to pass. Serious doubts arose in the minds of the
magistrates as to accepting the verdict, and in their dilemma
they took counsel not only of the law but of the gospel, and
presented a series of questions to certain ministers — the same
expedient adopted by the court at Salem twenty-three years
later.

The answer of the ministers is in the handwriting of Rev. Gershom
Bulkeley of Wethersfield, the author of the unique treatise WILL
AND DOOM. It was a remarkable paper as to preternatural
apparitions, the character of evidence for conviction, and its
cautions as to its acceptance. It was this:

The answer of some ministers to the questions pr-pounded
to them by the Honored Magistrates, Octobr 20, 1669. To
ye 1st Quest whether a plurality of witnesses be
necessary, legally to evidence one and ye same
individual fact? Wee answer.
That if the proofe of the fact do depend wholly upon
testimony, there is then a necessity of a plurality of
witnesses, to testify to one & ye same individual fact;
& without such a plurality, there can be no legall
evidence of it. JNO 8, 17. The testimony of two men is
true; that is legally true, or the truth of order. &
this Cht alledges to vindicate ye sufficiency of the
testimony given to prove that individual facte, that he
himselfe was ye Messias or Light of the World. MAT. 26,
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59, 60.
To the 2nd quest. Whether the preternatural apparitions
of a person legally proved, be a demonstration of
familiarity with ye devill? Wee anser, that it is not
the pleasure of ye Most High, to suffer the wicked one
to make an undistinguishable representation of any
innocent person in a way of doing mischiefe, before a
plurality of witnesses. The reason is because, this
would utterly evacuate all human testimony; no man could
testify, that he saw this pson do this or that thing,
for it might be said, that it was ye devill in his shape.
To the 3d & 4th quests together: Whether a vitious pson
foretelling some future event, or revealing of a secret,
be a demonstration of familiarity with the devill? Wee
say thus much.
That those things, whither past, present or to come,
which are indeed secret, that is, cannot be knowne by
human skill in arts, or strength of reason arguing from
ye corse of nature, nor are made knowne by divine
revelation either mediate or immediate, nor by
information from man, must needes be knowne (if at all)
by information from ye devill: & hence the comunication
of such things, in way of divination (the pson prtending
the certaine knowledge of them) seemes to us, to argue
familiarity with ye devill, in as much as such a pson
doth thereby declare his receiving the devills
testimony, & yeeld up himselfe as ye devills instrument
to comunicate the same to others.

And meanwhile Katherine herself had not been idle even in
durance. With a dignity becoming such a communication, and in a
desperate hope that justice and mercy might be meted out to her,
she addressed a petition to the court setting forth with
unconscious pathos some of the wrongs and sufferings she had
endured in person and estate; and one may well understand why
under such great provocation she told Michael Griswold that he
would hang her though he damned a thousand souls, and as for his
own soul it was damned long ago. Vigorous and emphatic words,
for which perhaps Katherine was punished enough, as she was
adjudged to pay Michael in two actions for slander, £25 and costs
in one and £15 and costs in the other.

This was Katherine’s appeal:

Filed: Wid. Harrisons greuances presented to the court
6th of Octobr 1669.

“A complaint of severall greiuances of the widow
Harrisons which she desires the honored court to take
cognizance of and as far as maybe to give her reliefe
in.”

“May it please this honored court, to have patience with
mee a little: having none to complain to but the Fathers
of the Commonweale; and yet meetting with many injurys,
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which necessitate mee to look out for some releeife. I
am told to present you with these few lines, as a
relation of the wrongs that I suffer, humbly crauing
your serious consideration of my state a widdow; of my
wrongs, (wch I conceive are great) and that as far as
the rules of justice and equitie will allow, I may have
right and a due recompence.”

“That that I would present to you in the first place is
we had a yoke of oxen one of wch spoyled at our stile
before our doore, with blows upon the backe and side,
so bruised that he was altogether unserviceable; about
a fortnight or three weeks after the former, we had a
cow spoyled, her back broke and two of her ribs, nextly
I had a heifer in my barne yard, my ear mark of wch was
cutt out and other ear marks set on; nextly I had a sow
that had young pigs ear marked (in the stie) after the
same manner; nextly I had a cow at the side of my yard,
her jaw bone broke and one of her hoofs and a hole bored
in her side, nextly I had a three yeare old heifer in
the meadow stuck with knife or some weapon and wounded
to death; nextly I had a cow in the street wounded in
the bag as she stood before my door, in the street,
nextly I had a sow went out into the woods, came home
with ears luged and one of her hind legs cutt offe,
lastly my corne in Mile Meadow much damnified with
horses, they being staked upon it; it was wheat; All wch
injurys, as they do sauor of enemy so I hope they will
be looked upon by this honored court according to their
natuer and judged according to there demerit, that so
your poor suppliant may find some redrese; who is bold
to subscribe.”

“Your servant and supplyant,

“KATHERINE HARRISON.

“Postscript. I had my horse wounded in the night, as he
was in my pasture no creature save thre calves with him:
More I had one two yeare old steer the back of it broke,
in the barne yard, more I had a matter of 30 poles of
hops cutt and spoyled; all wch things have hapened since
my husband death, wch was last August was two yeare.
There is wittnes to the oxen Jonathan & Josiah Gillert;
to the cows being spoyled, Enoch Buck, Josiah Gilbert;
to the cow that had her jaw bone broke, Dan, Rose, John,
Bronson: to the heifer, one of widdow Stodder sons, and
Willia Taylor; to the corne John Beckly; to the wound
of the horse Anthony Wright, Goodman Higby; to the hops
cutting, Goodwife Standish and Mary Wright; wch things
being added, and left to your serious consideration, I
make bold again to subscribe.

“Yours,

“KATHERINE HARRISON.”
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At a special court of assistants held May 20, 1670, to which the
General Assembly had referred the matter with power, the court
having considered the verdict of the jury could not concur with
them so as to sentence her to death, but dismissed her from her
imprisonment, she paying her just fees; willing her to mind the
fulfilment of removing from Wethersfield, “which is that will
tend most to her own safety & the contentment of the people who
are her neighbors.”

In the same year, having paid the expenses of her trials and
imprisonment, she removed to Westchester, New York. Being under
suspicion of witchcraft, her presence was unwelcome to the
inhabitants there and complaint was made to Governor Lovelace.
She gave security for her civil carriage and good behavior, and
at the General Court of Assizes held in New York in October,
1670, in the case of Katherine Harrison, widow, who was bound
to the good behavior upon complaint of some of the inhabitants
of Westchester, it was ordered, “that in regard there is nothing
appears against her deserving the continuance of that obligation
she is to be released from it, & hath liberty to remain in the
town of Westchester where she now resides, or anywhere else in
the government during her pleasure.”
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CHAPTER VII

“Although our fathers cannot be charged with having
regarded the Devil in his respectful and deferential
light, it must be acknowledged, that they gave him a
conspicuous and distinguished —we might almost say a
dignified— agency in the affairs of life and the
government of the world: they were prone to confess, if
not to revere, his presence, in all scenes and at all
times. He occupied a wide space, not merely in their
theology and philosophy, but in their daily and familiar
thoughts.” UPHAM’S SALEM WITCHCRAFT.

“There are in every community those who for one cause
or another unfortunately incur the dislike and
suspicion of the neighbors, and when belief in
witchcraft prevailed such persons were easily believed
to have familiarity with the evil one.” A CASE OF
WITCHCRAFT IN HARTFORD (Connecticut Magazine, November,
1899), HOADLEY.

Witchcraft in the Connecticut towns reached its climax in 1692
— the fateful year at Salem, Massachusetts — and the chief center
of its activity was in the border settlements at Fairfield.
There, several women early in the year were accused of the crime,
and among them Mercy Disborough. The testimonies against her
were unique, and yet so typical that they are given in part as
the second illustration.

Mercy (Disbro) Disborough
A special court, presided over by Robert Treat, Governor, was
held at Fairfield by order of the General Court, to try the witch
cases, and September 14, 1692, a true bill was exhibited against
Mercy Disborough, wife of Thomas Disborough of Compo in
Fairfield, in these words:

“Mercy Disborough is complayned of & accused as guilty
of witchcraft for that on the 25t of Aprill 1692 & in
the 4th year of their Maties reigne & at sundry other
times she hath by the instigation & help of the diuill
in a preternaturall way afflicted & don harme to the
bodyes & estates of sundry of their Maties subjects or
to some of them contrary to the law of God, the peace
of our soueraigne lord & lady the King & Queen their
crowne & dignity.”

“BILLA VERA.”

Others were indicted and tried, at this session of the court and
its adjournments, notably Elizabeth Clawson. Many depositions
were taken in Fairfield and elsewhere, some of the defendants
were discharged and others convicted, but Mercy Disborough’s
case was the most noted one in the tests applied, and in the
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conclusions to which it led. The whole case with its singular
incidents is worthy of careful study. Some of the testimony is
given here.

EDWARD JESOP — The roast pig — ”The place of Scripture”
— The bewitched “cannoe” — The old cart horse — Optical
illusions

“Edward Jesop aged about 29 years testifieth that being
at The: Disburrows house at Compoh sometime in ye
beginning of last winter in ye evening he asked me to
tarry & sup with him, & their I saw a pigg roasting that
looked verry well, but when it came to ye table (where
we had a very good lite) it seemed to me to have no skin
upon it & looked very strangly, but when ye sd Disburrow
began to cut it ye skin (to my apprehension) came againe
upon it, & it seemed to be as it was when upon ye spit,
at which strange alteration of ye pig I was much
concerned however fearing to displease his wife by
refusing to eat, I did eat some of ye pig, & at ye same
time Isaac Sherwood being there & Disburrows wife & hee
discoursing concerning a certain place of scripture, &
I being of ye same mind that Sherwood was concerning yt
place of scripture & Sherwood telling her where ye place
was she brought a bible (that was of very large print)
to me to read ye particular scripture, but tho I had a
good light & looked ernestly upon ye book I could not
see one letter but looking upon it againe when in her
hand after she had turned over a few leaves I could see
to read it above a yard of. Ye same night going home &
coming to Compoh it seemed to be high water whereupon I
went to a cannoe that was about ten rods of (which lay
upon such a bank as ordinarily I could have shoved it
into ye creek with ease) & though I lifted with all my
might & lifted one end very high from ye ground I could
by no means push it into ye creek & then ye water seemed
to be so loe yt I might ride over, whereupon I went
againe to ye water side but then it appeared as at first
very high & then going to ye cannoe againe & finding
that I could not get it into ye creek I thought to ride
round where I had often been & knew ye way as well as
before my own dore & had my old cart hors yet I could
not keep him in ye road do what I could but he often
turned aside into ye bushes and then went backwards so
that tho I keep upon my hors & did my best indeauour to
get home I was ye greatest part of ye night wandering
before I got home altho I was not much more than two
miles.”

“Fairfield Septembr 15th 1692.

“Sworn in Court Septr 15 1692. Attests John Allyn,
Secry.”

JOHN BARLOW — Mesmeric influence — Light and darkness —
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The falling out

“John Barlow eaged 24 years or thairabout saieth and sd
testifieth that soumtime this last year that as I was
in bedd in the hous that Mead Jesuop then liuied in that
Marsey Desbory came to me and layed hold on my fett and
pinshed them (and) looked wishley in my feass and I
strouff to rise and cold not and too speek and cold not.
All the time that she was with me it was light as day
as it semed to me — but when shee uanicht it was darck
and I arose and hade a paine in my feet and leags some
time after an our or too it remained. Sometime before
this aforesd Marcey and I had a falling out and shee
sayed that if shee had but strength shee would teer me
in peses.”

“Sworn in court Septr 19, 92. Attests John Allyn.”

BENJAMIN DUNING — ”Cast into ye watter” — Vindication
of innocence — Mercy not to be hanged alone

“A Speciall Cort held in Fairfield this 2d of June 1692.

“Marcy Disbrow ye wife of Thomas Disbrow of Fairfield
was sometimes lately accused by Catren Branch servant
to Daniell Wescoat off tormenting her whereupon sd Mercy
being sent for to Stanford and ther examined upon
suspecion of witchcraft before athaurity and fro thnce
conueyed to ye county jaile and sd Mercy ernestly
desireing to be tryed by being cast into ye watter
yesterday wch was done this day being examind what
speciall reason she had to be so desiring of such a
triall her answer was yt it was to vindicate her
innocency allso she sd Mercy being asked if she did not
say since she was duckt yt if she was hanged shee would
not be hanged alone her answer was yt she did say to
Benje Duning do you think yt I would be such a fooll as
to be hanged allone. Sd Benj. Duning aged aboue sixteen
years testifies yt he heard sd Mercy say yesterday that
if she was hanged she would not be hanged allone wch was
sd upon her being urged to bring out others that wear
suspected for wiches.”

“Sept 15 1692 Sworn in Court by Benj. Duning attest John
Allyn Secy

“Joseph Stirg aged about 38 declares that he wth Benj.
Duning being at prison discoursing with the prisoner now
at the bar he heard her say if she were hanged she would
not be hanged alone. He tould her she implicitly owned
herself a witch.”

“Sworn in Court Sept. 15, atests John Allyn, Secry.”

THOMAS HALLIBERCH — A poor creature “damd” — Torment —
A lost soul — Divination

“Thomas Halliberch ye jayle keeper aged 41 testifieth
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and saith yt this morning ye date aboue Samull Smith
junr. came to his house and sad somthing to his wife
somthing concerning Mercy and his wifes answer was Oh
poor creature upon yt Mercy mad answer & sd poor
creature indeed & sd shee had been tormented all night.
Sd Halliberch answered her yt it was ye devill her
answer was she did beleue it was and allso yt she sed
to it in ye name of ye Father Son and Holy Gost also sd
Halliberch saith yt sd Mercy sd that her soul was damd
for yesterdays worke. Mercy owned before this court yt
she did say to sd Halliberch that it was reuealled to
her yt shee wisht she had not damd her soule for
yesterdays work and also sad before this cort she
belieued that there was a deuination in all her
trouble.”

“Owned by the prisoner in court Sept. 15, 1692. attest
John Allyn, Secy”

THOMAS BENIT, ELIZABETH BENIT — ”A birds taile” — A
family difference — ”Ye Scripture words” — The lost
“calues and lams”

“Thos. Benit aged aboute 50 yrs testifieth yt Mercy
Disbrow tould him yt shee would make him as bare as a
birds taile, which he saith was about two or three yrs
sine wch was before he lost any of his creatures.”

“Elizabeth Benit aged about 20 yrs testifieth yt Mercy
Disbrow did say that it should be prest heeped and
running ouer to her sd Elizabth; wch was somtime last
winter after som difference yt was aboute a sow of
Benje. Rumseyes.”

“Mercy Disbrow owns yt she did say those words to sd
Elizabeth & yt she did tell her yt it was ye scripture
words & named ye place of scripture which was about a
day after.”

“The abousd Thos. Benit saith yt after ye sd Mercy had
expressed herself as above, he lost a couple of two yr
old calues in a creek running by Halls Islande, which
catle he followed by ye track & founde them one against
a coue of ice & ye other about high water marke, & yt
they went into ye creek som distance from ye road where
ye other catle went not, & also yt he lost 30 lams wthin
about a fortnights time after ye sd two catle died som
of sd lams about a week old & som a fortnight & in good
liueing case & allso saith yt som time after ye sd lams
died he lost two calues yt he fectht up ouer night &
seemed to be well & wear dead before ye next morning one
of them about a fortnight old ye one a sucker & ye other
not.”

HENRY GREY — The roaring calfe — The mired cow — The
heifer and cart whip — Hard words — ”Creeses in ye
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cetle”

“The said Henry saith yt aboute a year agou or somthing
more yt he had a calfe very strangly taken and acted
things yt are very unwonted, it roared very strangly for
ye space of near six or seven howers & allso scowered
extraordinarily all which after an unwonted maner; &
also saith he had a lame after a very strange maner it
being well and ded in about an houre and when it was
skined it lookt as if it had been bruised or pinched on
ye shoulders and allso saith yt about two or three
months agou he and Thos Disbrow & sd Disbroughs wife was
makeing a bargaine about a cetle yt sd Henry was to haue
& had of sd Disbrough so in time they not agreeing sd
Henry carried ye cetle to them againe & then sd
Dibroughs wife was very angry and many hard words pased
& yt som time since about two months he lost a cow which
was mired in a swampe and was hanged by one leg in mire
op to ye gambrill and her nose in the water and sd cow
was in good case & saith he had as he judged about 8
pound of tallow out of sd cow & allso yt he had a thre
yr old heifer came home about three weeks since & seemed
to ale somthing she lay downe & would haue cast herself
but he pruented her & he cut a piece of her eare & still
shee seemed to be allmost dead & then he sent for his
cart whip & gave ye cow a stroak wth it & she arose
suddenly and ran from him & he followed her & struck her
sundry times and yt wthin about one hour he judges she
was well & chewed her cud allso sd Henry saith yt ye
ketle he had of sd Disbrow loockt like a new ketle the
hamer stroakes and creeses was plaine to be seen in ye
cetle, from ye time he had it untill a short time before
he carried it home & then in about a quarter of an hour,
the cetle changed its looks & seemed to be an old cetle
yt had been used about 20 years and yt sundry nailes
appeared which he could not see before and allso saith
yt somtime lately he being at his brother Jacob Grays
house & Mercy Disbrough being there she begane to
descorse about ye kitle yt because he would not haue ye
cetle shee had said that it should cost him two cows
which he tould her he could prove she had sed & her
answer was Aye: & then was silent, & he went home & when
he com home he heard Thomas Benit say he had a cow
strangly taken yt day & he sent for his cart whip &
whipye cow & shee was soon well againe & as near as he
could com at it was about ye same time yt he tould Mercy
he could prove what shee sad about ye two cows and allso
saith yt as soon as he came home ye same time his wife
tould him yt while Thos Benit had ye cart whip one of
sd Henrys calues was taken strangly & yt she sent for
ye whip & before ye whip came ye calf was well.”

JOHN GRUMMON — A sick child — Its unbewitching — Benit’s
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threats — Mercy’s tenderness

“John Grummon senr saith yt about six year agou he being
at Compo with his wife & child & ye child being very
well as to ye outward vew and it being suddenly taken
very ill & so remained a little while upon wch he being
much troubled went out & heard young Thomas Benit
threaten Mercy Disbrow & bad her unbewitch his uncles
child whereupon she came ouer to ye child & ye child was
well.

“Thomas Benit junr aged 27 years testifieth yt at ye
same time of ye above sd childs illness he came into ye
house wher it was & he spoke to sd John Gruman to go &
scould at Mercy & tould him if he sd Gruman would not
he would wherupon he sd Benit went out and called to
Mercy & bad her come and unbewitch his unkle Grumans
child or else he would beat her hart out then sd mercy
imediatly came ouer and stroaked ye child & sd God
forbad she should hurt ye child and imediately after ye
child was well.”

ANN GODFREE — The frisky oxen — Neighborly interest —
The “beer out of ye barrill” — Mixed theology — The
onbewitched sow

“Ann Godfree aged 27 years testifieth yt she came to
Thos Disbrows house ye next morning after it was sd yt
Henry Grey whipt his cow and sd Disbrows wife lay on ye
bed & stretcht out her arme & sd to her oh! Ann I am
allmost kild; & further saith yt about a year & eleven
months agou she went to sd Disbrows house wth young Thos
Benits wife & told Mercy Disbrow yt Henry Greys wife sed
she had bewitcht his her husbands oxen & made y jump
ouer ye fence & made ye beer jump out of ye barrill &
Mercy answered yt there was a woman came to her &
reuiled her & asked what shee was doing she told her she
was praying to her God, then she asked her who was her
god allso tould her yt her god was ye deuill; & Mercy
said she bad ye woman go home & pray to her god & she
went home but shee knew not whether she did pray or not;
but she sed God had met wth her for she had died a hard
death for reuileing on her & yt when ye sd Thos Benits
wife & she came away sd Benits wife tould her yt woman
yt was spoaken of was her sister and allso sed yt shee
had heard those words which Mercy had related to her pas
between Mercy and her sister. Upon yt sd An saith she
would haue gon back & haue talked againe to Mercy &
Thomas Benit senr bad her she should not for she would
do her som mischief and yt night following shee sd Ann
saith she could not sleep & shee heard a noyse about ye
house & allso heard a noyse like as tho a beast wear
knoct with an axe & in ye morning their was a heifer of
theirs lay ded near ye door. Allso sd An saith yt last
summer she had a sow very sick and sd Mercy cam bye &
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she called to her & bad her on-bewitch her sow & tould
her yt folks talked of ducking her but if she would not
onbewitch her sow she should need no ducking & soon
after yt her sow was well and eat her meat.” That both
what is on this side & the other is sworne in court.

“Sept 15, 92. Attests, John Allyn Secy”

It has been heretofore noted that during her trial — from the
records of which the foregoing testimony has been taken — the
prisoner Mercy Disborough was subjected to a search for witch
marks by a committee of women, faithfully sworn narrowly and
truly to inspect and search. This indignity was repeated, and
the women agreed “that there is found on her boddy as before
they found, and nothing else.” But the accused in order to her
further detection was subjected to another test of English
parentage, recommended by the authorities and embodied in the
criminal codes. It was the notorious water test, or ordeal by
water. September 15, 1692, this test was made, chiefly on the
testimony of a young girl subject to epileptic fits and
hysterics, who was carried into the meetinghouse where the
examination was being held. Thus runs the record:

DANIEL WESTCOTT’S “GERLE” — SCENES IN THE MEETING HOUSE — ”YE
GIRL” — MERCY’S VOICE — USUAL PAROXISME

“The afflicted person being carried into ye meeting
house & Mercy Disbrow being under examination by ye
honable court & whilst she was speaking ye girl came to
her sences, & sd she heard Mercy Disbrow saying withall
where is she, endeavoring to raise herself, with her
masters help got almost up, in ye open view of present,
& Mercy Disbrow looking about on her, she immediately
fel down into a fit again. A 2d time she came to herself
whilst in ye meeting house, & askd whers Mercy, I hear
her voice, & with that turned about her head (she lying
with her face from her) & lookd on her, then laying
herself down in like posture as before sd tis she, Ime
sure tis she, & presently fell into a like paroxisme or
fit as she usually is troubled with.”

Mercy Disborough, and another woman on trial at the same time
(Elizabeth Clauson), were put to the test together, and two
eyewitnesses of the sorry exhibition of cruelty and delusion
made oath that they saw Mercy and Elizabeth bound hand and foot
and put into the water, and that they swam upon the water like
a cork, and when one labored to press them into the water they
buoyed up like cork.77

At the close of the trial the jury disagreed and the prisoner
was committed “to the common goale there to be kept in safe
custody till a return may be made to the General Court for
further direction what shall be don in this matter;” and the
gentlemen of the jury were also to be ready, when further called
by direction of the General Court, to perfect their verdict. The

77. Depositions of Abram Adams and Jonathan Squire, September 15, 1692.
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General Court ordered the Special Court to meet again “to put
an issue to those former matters.”

October 28, 1692, this entry appears of record:

“The jury being called to make a return of their
indictment that had been committed to them concerning
Mercy Disborough, they return that they find the
prisoner guilty according to the indictment of
familiarity with Satan. The jury being sent forth upon
a second consideration of their verdict returned that
they saw no reason to alter their verdict, but to find
her guilty as before. The court approved of their
verdict and the Governor passed sentence of death upon
her.”

The hesitation of the jury to agree upon a verdict, the reference
to the General Court for more specific authority to act, all
point to serious question of the evidence, the motives of
witnesses, the value of the traditional and lawful tests of the
guilt of the accused.

In the search for facts which the old records certify to at this
late day, one is deeply impressed by the wisdom and potency of
the sober afterthought and conclusions of some of the clergy,
lawyers, and men of affairs, who sat as judges and jurors in the
witch trials, which led them to weigh and analyze the evidence,
spectral and otherwise, and so call a halt in the prosecutions
and convictions.

What some of the Massachusetts men did and said in the
contemporaneous outbreak at Salem has been shown, but nowhere
is the reaction there more clearly illustrated than in the
statement of Reverend John Hale — great-grandsire of Nathan
Hale, the revolutionary hero — the long time pastor at Beverly
Farms, who from personal experience became convinced of the
grave errors at the Salem trials, and in his MODEST INQUIRY in 1697
said:

“Such was the darkness of that day, the tortures and
lamentations of the afflicted, and the power of former
precedents, that we walked in the clouds and could not
see our way.... observing the events of that sad
catastrophe, — Anno 1692, — I was brought to a more
strict scanning of the principles I had imbibed, and by
scanning to question, and by questioning at length to
reject many of them.” NATHAN HALE (p. 10), Johnston.

But no utterance takes higher rank, or deserves more
consideration in its appeal to sanity, justice, and humanity,
than the declaration of certain ministers and laymen of
Connecticut, in giving their advice and “reasons” for a
cessation of the prosecutions for witchcraft in the colonial
courts, and for reprieving Mercy Disborough under sentence of
death. This is the remarkable document:

“Filed: The ministers aduice about the witches in
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Fayrfield, 1692.

“As to ye evidences left to our consideration respecting
ye two women suspected of witchcraft at Fairfield we
offer

“1. That we cannot but give our concurrance with ye
generallity of divines that ye endeavour of conviction
of witchcraft by swimming is unlawful and sinfull &
therefore it cannot afford any evidence.

“2. That ye unusuall excresencies found upon their
bodies ought not to be allowed as evidence against them
without ye approbation of some able physitians.

“3. Respecting ye evidence of ye afflicted maid we find
some things testifyed carrying a suspition of her
counterfeiting; Others that plainly intimate her
trouble from ye mother which improved by craft may
produce ye most of those strange & unusuall effects
affirmed of her; & of those things that by some may be
thought to be diabolical or effects of witchcraft. We
apprehend her applying of them to these persons merely
from ye appearance of their spectres to her to be very
uncertain and failable from ye easy deception of her
senses & subtile devices of ye devill, wherefore cannot
think her a sufficient witnesse; yet we think that her
affliction being something strange it well deserves a
farther inquiry.

“4. As to ye other strange accidents as ye dying of
cattle &c., we apprehend ye applying of them to these
women as matters of witchcraft to be upon very slender
& uncertain grounds.

“Hartford JOSEPH ELIOT

“Octobr 1692 TIMOTHY WOODBRIDGE.”

“The rest of ye ministers gave their approbation to ye
sum of what is ... above written tho this could not be
drawen up before their departure.”

(Above in handwriting of Rev. Timothy Woodbridge.)

“Filed: Reasons of Repreuing Mercy Desbrough.

“To the Honrd Gen: Assembly of Connecticut Colony
sitting in Hartford. Reasons of repreuing Mercy
Disbrough from being put to death until this Court had
cognizance of her case.

“First, because wee that repreued her had power by the
law so to do. Secondly, because we had and haue
sattisfying reasons that the sentence of death passed
against her ought not to be executed which reasons we
give to this Court to be judge of

“1st. The jury that brought her in guilty (which uerdict
was the ground of her condemnation) was not the same
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jury who were first charged with this prisoners
deliuerance and who had it in charg many weeks. Mr.
Knowles was on the jury first sworn to try this woman
and he was at or about York when the Court sate the
second time and when the uerdict was given, the jury was
altered and another man sworn.

“It is so inuiolable a practice in law that the
indiudual jurors and jury that is charged with the
deliuerance of a prisoner in a capital case and on whom
the prisoner puts himself or herself to be tryed must
try it and they only that al the presidents in Old
England and New confirm it and not euer heard of til
this time to be inouated. And yet not only president but
the nature of the thing inforces it for to these juors
the law gaue this power vested it in them they had it
in right of law and it is incompatible and impossible
that it should be uested in these and in others too for
then two juries may haue the same power in the same case
one man altered the jury is altered.

“Tis the birthright of the Kings’ subjects so and no
otherwise to be tryed and they must not be despoyled of
it.

“Due form of law is that alone wherein the ualidity of
verdicts and judgments in such cases stands and if a
real and apparent murtherer be condemned and executed
out of due form of law it is inditable against them that
do it for in such case the law is superseded by
arbitrary doings.

“What the Court accepts and the prisoner accepts
differing from the law is nothing what the law admitts
is al in the case.

“If one jury may be changed two, ten, the whole may be
so, and solemn oathe made uain.

“Wee durst not but dissent from and declare against such
alterations by our repreueing therefore the said
prisoner when ye were informed of this business about
her jury, and we pray this honored Court to take heed
what they do in it now it is roled to their doore and
that at least they be well sattisfied from able lawyers
that such a chang is in law alowable ere this prisoner
be executed least they bring themselues into
inextricable troubles and the whole country. Blood is a
great thing and we cannot but open our mouths for the
dumb in the cause of one appointed to die by such a
uerdict.

“2dly. We had a good accompt of the euidences giuen
against her that none of them amounted to what Mr.
Perkins, Mr. Bernard and Mr. Mather with others state
as sufficiently conuictiue of witchcraft, namely 1st
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Confession (this there was none of) 2dly two good
wittnesses proueing som act or acts done by the person
which could not be but by help of the deuill, this is
the summe of what they center in as thair books show as
for the common things of spectral euidence il euents
after quarels or threates, teates, water tryalls and the
like with suspitious words they are al discarded and som
of them abominated by the most judicious as to be
conuictiue of witchcraft and the miserable toyl they are
in the Bay for adhereing to these last mentioned
litigious things is warning enof, those that will make
witchcraft of such things will make hanging work apace
and we are informed of no other but such as these
brought against this woman.

“These in brief are our reasons for repreueing this
prisoner.

May 12th, 1693.

SAMUELL WILLIS.

WM PITKIN

NATH STANLY.

“The Court may please to consider also how farr these
proceedings do put a difficulty on any further tryal of
this woman.”

All honor to Joseph Elliot, Timothy Woodbridge and their
ministerial associates; to Samuel Willis, Pitkin and
Nath. Stanly, level-headed men of affairs, all friends
of the court called upon for advice and counsel — who
gave it in full scriptural measure.78

78. Mercy Disborough was pardoned, as the records show that she was living in 1707.
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CHAPTER VIII

“Old Matthew Maule was executed for the crime of
witchcraft. He was one of the martyrs to that terrible
delusion, which should teach us, among its other morals,
that the influential classes, and those who take upon
themselves to be leaders of the people, are fully liable
to all the passionate error that has ever characterized
the maddest mob.”

“Clergymen, judges, statesmen — the wisest, calmest,
holiest persons of their day — stood in the inner circle
round about the gallows, loudest to applaud the work of
blood, latest to confess themselves miserably
deceived.”

“This old reprobate was one of the sufferers when Cotton
Mather, and his brother ministers, and the learned
judges, and other wise men, and Sir William Phipps, the
sagacious governor, made such laudable efforts to
weaken the great enemy of souls by sending a multitude
of his adherents up the rocky pathway of Gallows Hill.”
THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES (20: 225), HAWTHORNE.

“Then, too, the belief in witchcraft was general.
Striking coincidences, personal eccentricities, unusual
events and mysterious diseases seemed to find an easy
explanation in an unholy compact with the devil. A
witticism attributed to Judge Sewall, one of the judges
in these trials, may help us to understand the common
panic: ‘We know who’s who but not which is witch.’ That
was the difficulty. At a time when every one believed
in witchcraft it was easy to suspect one’s neighbor. It
was a characteristic superstition of the century and
should be classed with the barbarous punishments and
religious intolerance of the age.” N.E. HIST. TOWNS. —
LATIMER’S — SALEM (150).

Multiplication of these witchcraft testimonies, quaint and
curious, vulgar and commonplace, evil and pathetic, voices all
of a strange superstition, understandable only as through them
alone can one gain a clear perspective of the spirit of the time
and place, would prove wearisome. They may well remain in the
ancient records until they find publicity in detail in some
accurate and complete history of the beginnings of the
commonwealth — including this strange chapter in its unique
history.

It will, however, serve a present necessary purpose, and lead
to a more exact conception of the reign of unreason, if glimpses
be taken here and there of a few of the statements made on oath
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in some of the other cases.

Elizabeth Seager
Daniell Gabbett and Margaret Garrett — The mess of
parsnips — Hains’ “hodg podg” — Satan’s interference

“The testimony of Daniell Garrett senior and the
testimony of Margarett Garrett. Goodwife Gaarrett saith
that goodwife Seager said there was a day kept at Mr.
Willis in reference to An Coale; and she further said
she was in great trouble euen in agony of spirit, the
ground as follows that she sent her owne daughtr Eliza
Seager to goodwife Hosmer to carry her a mess a
parsnips. Goodwife Hosmer was not home. She was at Mr.
Willis at the fast. Goodm Hosmer and his son was at
home. Goodm Hosmer bid the child carry the parsnips home
againe he would not receiue them and if her mother
desired a reason, bid her send her father and he would
tell him the reason. Goodwife Seager upon the return of
the parsnips was much troubled and sent for her husband
and sent him up to Goodm Hosmer to know the reason why
he would not reciue the parsnips, and he told goodman
Seager it was because An Coale at the fast at Mr. Willis
cryed out against his wife as being a witch and he would
not receiue the parsnips least he should be brought in
hereaftr as a testimony against his wife. Then goodwif
Seager sd that Mr. Hains had writt a great deal of hodg
podg that An Coale had sd that she was under suspicion
for a witch, and then she went to prayer, and did
adventure to bid Satan go and tell them she was no
witch. This deponent after she had a little paused said,
who did you say, then goodw Seger sd againe she had sent
Satan to tell them she was no witch. This deponent asked
her why she made use of Satan to tell them, why she did
not besech God to tell them she was no witch. She
answered because Satan knew she was no witch. Goodman
Garrett testifies that before him and his wife, Goodwife
Seager said that she sent Satan to tell them she was no
witch.”

ROBERT STERNE, STEPHEN HART, JOSIAH WILLARD AND DANIEL
PRATT — Four women — Two black creatures — A kettle and
a dance — ”That place in the Acts about the 7 sons”

“Robert Sterne testifieth as followeth.

“I saw this woman goodwife Seager in ye woods wth three
more women and with them I saw two black creaures like
two Indians but taller. I saw likewise a kettle there
over a fire. I saw the women dance round these black
creatures and whiles I looked upon them one of the women
G: Greensmith said looke who is yonder and then they ran
away up the hill. I stood still and ye black things came
towards mee and then I turned to come away. He further
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saith I knew the psons by their habits or clothes
haueing observed such clothes on them not long before.”

“Wee underwritten do testifie, that goodwife Seager
said, (upon the relateing of goodwife Garrett
testimony, in reference to Seager sending Satan,) that
the reason why she sent Satan, was because he knew she
was no witch, we say Seager said Dame you can remember
part of what I said, but you do not speak of the whole
you say nothing of what I brought to prove that Satan
knew that I was no witch. I brought that place in the
Acts, about the 7 sons that spake to the euill spirits
in the name of Jesus whom Paul preacheth I have forgot
there names.

“STEPHEN HART

“JOSIAH WlLLARD

“DANIEL PRATT.”

MRS. MIGAT — A warm greeting, “how doe yow” — ”god was
naught” — ”Hell need not be feared, for she should not
burn in ye fire” — The ghost “stracke”

“Mrs. Migat sayth she went out to give her calues meat,
about fiue weekes since, & goodwif Segr came to her and
shaked her by ye arme, & sd she how doe yow, how doe
yow, Mrs. Migatt.

“2d Mrs. Migatt alsoe saith: a second time goodwife Segr
came her towerds ye little riuer, a litle below ye house
wch she now dweleth in, and told her, that god was
naught, god was naught, it was uery good to be a witch
and desired her to be one, she should not ned fare going
to hell, for she should not burne in ye fire Mrs. Migat
said to her at this time that she did not loue her; she
was very naught, and goodwif Segr shaked her by ye hands
and bid her farwell, and desired her, not to tell any
body what shee had said unto her.

“3d Time. Mrs. Migat affirmeth yt goodwife Segr came to
her at ye hedge corner belonging to their house lot, and
their spake to her but what she could not tell, wch
caused Mrs. Migatt (as she sayth) to (turn) away wth
great feare.

“Mrs. Migat sayth a little before ye floud this spring,
goodwife Segr came into thaire house, on a mone shining
night, and took her by ye hand and stracke her on ye
face as she was in beed wth her husband, whome she could
wake, and then goodwife Segr went away, and Mrs. Migat
went to ye dore but darst not looke out after her.

“These pticulers Mrs. Migat charged goodwife Segr wth
being face to face, at Mr. Migats now dwelling house.”

“John Talcott.”
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STAGGERINGS OF THE JURY — ”SHUFFING” — ”GRINDING TEETH” — SEAGER’S DENIALS
— CONTRADICTIONS — ACQUITTAL

“Janur 16 1662

“The causes why half the jury ore more did in their vote
cast gooddy Seger (and the rest of the jury were deeply
suspitious, and were at a great loss and staggeringe
whereby they were sometimes likely to com up in their
judgments to the rest, whereby she was allmost gone and
cast as the foreman expressed to her at giuing in of the
verdict) are these

“First it did apeare by legall euidence that she had
intimat familliarity with such as had been wiches, viz
goody Sanford and goody Ayrs. 2ly this she did in open
court stoutly denie saing the witnesses were preiudiced
persons, and that she had now more intimacy then they
themselves, and when the witneses questioned with her
about frequent being there she said she went to lerne
to knitt; this also she stoutly denied, and said of the
witneses they belie me, then when Mr. John Allen sd did
she not teach you to knitt, she answered sturdily and
sayd, I do not know that I am bound to tell you & at
another time being pressed to answ she sayd, nay I will
hould what I have if I must die, yet after this she
confessed that she had so much intimacy with one of ym
as that they did change woorke one with another. 3ly she
having sd that she did hate goody Aiers it did appear
that she bore her great yea more than ordinarily good
will as apeared by releeuing her in her truble, and was
couert way, and was trubled that is was discouered;
likewise when goody Aiers said in court, this will take
away my liffe, goody Seger shuffed her with her hand &
sd hould your tongue wt grinding teeth Mr. John Allen
being one wittnes hearto when he had spoken, she sd they
seek my innocent blood; the magistrats replied, who she
sd euery body. 4ly being spoken to about triall by
swiming, she sagd the diuill that caused me to com heare
can keep me up.

“About the buisnes of fliing the most part thought it
was not legally proued.

“Lastly the woman and Robert Stern being boath upon oath
their wittnes was judged legall testimony ore evidence
only som in the jury because Sternes first words upon
his oath were, I saw these women and as I take it goody
Seger was there though after that he sayd, I saw her
there, I knew her well I know God will require her blood
at my hands if I should testifie falsly. Allso bec he
sd he saw her kittle, there being at so great a
distance, they doubted that these things did not only
weaken & blemish his testimony, but also in a great
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measure disable it for standing to take away liffe.”

“WALT. FYLER.”

Elizabeth Seager was acquitted.

Elizabeth Godman
Of all the women who set the communities ablaze with their
witcheries, none in fertility of invention and performance
surpassed Elizabeth Godman of New Haven — a member of the
household of Stephen Goodyear, the Deputy Governor. Reverend
John Davenport said, in a sermon of the time, “that a froward
discontented frame of spirit was a subject fitt for ye Devill,”
and Elizabeth was accused by Goodwife Larremore and others of
being in “such a frame of spirit,” and of practicing the black
arts.

She promptly haled her accusers before a court of magistrates,
August 4, 1653, with Governor Theophilus Eaton and Deputy
Governor Stephen Goodyear present; and when asked what she
charged them with, she desired that “a wrighting might be read
— wch was taken in way of examination before ye magistrate,” in
May, 1653. The “wrighting” did not prove helpful to Elizabeth’s
case. The statements of witnesses and of the accused are in some
respects unique, and of a decided personal quality.

”HOBBAMOCKE” — THE “SWONDING FITT” — LYING — EVIL COMMUNICATIONS — THE
INDIAN’S STATEMENT — ”YE BOYES SICKNESS” — ”VEREY STRANG FITTS” — ”FIGGS”
— “PEASE PORRIDGE” — ”A SWEATE” — MRS. GOODYEARE’S OPINION — ABSORPTION
— CONTRADICTIONS — GOODWIFE THORP’S CHICKENS — ”WATER AND WORMES”

“Mris. Godman was told she hath warned to the court
diuers psons, vizd: Mr. Goodyeare, Mris. Goodyeare, Mr.
Hooke, Mris. Hooke, Mris. Atwater, Hanah & Elizabeth
Lamberton, goodwife Larremore, goodwife Thorpe, &c.,
and was asked what she had to charge them wth, she said
they had given out speeches that made folkes thinke she
was a witch, and first she charged Mris. Atwater to be
ye cause of all, and to cleere things desired a
wrighting might be read wch was taken in way of
examination before ye magistrate, (and in here after
entred,) wherein sundrie things concerning Mris.
Atwater is specifyed wch we now more fully spoken to,
and she further said that Mris. Atwater had said that
she thought she was a witch and that Hobbamocke was her
husband, but could proue nothing, though she was told
that she was beforehand warned to prepare her witnesses
ready, wch she hath not done, if she haue any. After
sundrie of the passages in ye wrighting were read, she
was asked if these things did not giue just ground of
suspition to all that heard them that she was a witch.
She confessed they did, but said if she spake such
things as is in Mr. Hookes relation she was not
herselfe.... Beside what is in the papr, Mris. Godman
was remembred of a passage spoken of at the gouernors

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

aboute Mr. Goodyeare’s falling into a swonding fitt
after hee had spoken something one night in the
exposition of a chapter, wch she (being present) liked
not but said it was against her, and as soone as Mr.
Goodyeare had done duties she flung out of the roome in
a discontented way and cast a fierce looke vpon Mr.
Goodyeare as she went out, and imediately Mr. Goodyeare
(though well before) fell into a swond, and beside her
notorious lying in this buisnes, for being asked how she
came to know this, she said she was present, yet Mr.
Goodyeare, Mris. Goodyeare, Hanah and Elizabeth
Lamberton all affirme she was not in ye roome but gone
vp into the chamber.”

The “Wrighting”
“The examination of Elizabeth Godman, May 12th, 1653.

“Elizabeth Godman made complainte of Mr. Goodyeare,
Mris. Goodyeare, Mr. Hooke, Mris. Hooke, Mris. Bishop,
Mris. Atwater, Hanah & Elizabeth Lamberton, and Mary
Miles, Mris. Atwaters maide, that they haue suspected
her for a witch; she was now asked what she had against
Mr. Hooke and Mris. Hooke; she said she heard they had
something against her aboute their soone. Mr. Hooke said
hee was not wthout feares, and hee had reasons for it;
first he said it wrought suspition in his minde because
shee was shut out at Mr. Atwaters vpon suspition, and
hee was troubled in his sleepe aboute witches when his
boye, was sicke, wch was in a verey strang manner, and
hee looked vpon her as a mallitious one, and prepared
to that mischiefe, and she would be often speaking
aboute witches and rather justifye them then condemne
them; she said why doe they provoake them, why doe they
not let them come into the church. Another time she was
speaking of witches wthout any occasion giuen her, and
said if they accused her for a witch she would haue them
to the gouernor, she would trounce them. Another time
she was saying she had some thoughts, what if the Devill
should come to sucke her, and she resolued he should not
sucke her.... Time, Mr. Hookes Indian, said in church
meeting time she would goe out and come in againe and
tell them what was done at meeting. Time asking her who
told, she answered plainly she would not tell, then Time
said did not ye Devill tell you.... Time said she heard
her one time talking to herselfe, and she said to her,
who talke you too, she said, to you; Time said you talke
to ye Devill, but she made nothing of it. Mr. Hooke
further said, that he hath heard that they that are
adicted that way would hardly be kept away from ye
houses where they doe mischiefe, and so it was wth her
when his boy was sicke, she would not be kept away from
him, nor gott away when she was there, and one time
Mris. Hooke bid her goe away, and thrust her from ye
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boye, but she turned againe and said she would looke on
him. Mris. Goodyeare said that one time she questioned
wth Elizabeth Godmand aboute ye boyes sickness, and said
what thinke you of him, is he not strangly handled, she
replyed, what, doe you thinke hee is bewitched; Mris.
Goodyeare said nay I will keepe my thoughts to myselfe,
but in time God will discouer ...

“Mr. Hooke further said, that when Mr. Bishop was
married, Mris. Godman came to his house much troubled,
so as he thought it might be from some affection to him,
and he asked her, she said yes; now it is suspitious
that so soone as they were contracted Mris. Byshop fell
into verey strang fitts wch hath continewed at times
euer since, and much suspition there is that she hath
bine the cause of the loss of Mris. Byshops chilldren,
for she could tell when Mris. Bishop was to be brought
to bedd, and hath giuen out that she kills her chilldren
wth longing, because she longs for every thing she sees,
wch Mris. Bishop denies.... Another thing suspitious
is, that she could tell Mris. Atwater had figgs in her
pocket when she saw none of them; to that she answered
she smelt them, and could smell figgs if she came in the
roome, nere them that had them; yet at this time Mris.
Atwater had figgs in her pocket and came neere her, yet
she smelt them not; also Mris. Atwater said that Mris.
Godman could tell that they one time had pease porridge,
when they could none of them tell how she came to know,
and beeing asked she saith she see ym on the table, and
another time she saith she was there in ye morning when
the maide set them on. Further Mris. Atwater saith, that
that night the figgs was spoken of they had strangers
to supper, and Mris. Godman was at their house, she cutt
a sopp and put in pann; Betty Brewster called the maide
to tell her & said she was aboute her workes of
darkness, and was suspitious of Mris. Godman, and spake
to her of it, and that night Betty Brewster was in a
most misserable case, heareing a most dreadfull noise
wch put her in great feare and trembling, wch put her
into such a sweate as she was all on a water when Mary
Miles came to goe to bed, who had fallen into a sleepe
by the fire wch vsed not to doe, and in ye morning she
looked as one yt had bine allmost dead....

“Mris. Godman accused Mr. Goodyeare for calling her
downe when Mris. Bishop was in a sore fitt, to looke
vpon her, and said he doubted all was not well wth her,
and that hee feared she was a witch, but Mr. Goodyeare
denyed that; vpon this Mris. Godman was exceeding angrie
and would haue the servants called to witnes, and bid
George the Scochman goe aske his master who bewitched
her for she was not well, and vpon this presently Hanah
Lamberton (being in ye roome) fell into a verey sore
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fitt in a verey strang maner....

“Another time Mris. Goodyeare said to her, Mris.
Elzebeth what thinke you of my daughters case; she
replyed what, doe you thinke I haue bewitched her; Mris.
Goodyeare said if you be the ptie looke to it, for they
intend to haue such as is suspected before the
magistrate.

“Mris. Godman charged Hanah Lamberton that she said she
lay for somewhat to sucke her, when she came in hott one
day and put of some cloathes and lay vpon the bed in her
chamber. Hanah said she and her sister Elizabeth went
vp into the garet aboue her roome, and looked downe &
said, looke how she lies, she lyes as if som bodey was
sucking her, & vpon that she arose and said, yes, yes,
so there is; after said Hanah, she hath something there,
for so there seemed as if something was vnder the
cloathes; Elizabeth said what haue you there, she said
nothing but the cloathes, and both Hanah & Eliza. say
that Mris. Godman threatened Hanah, and said let her
looke to it for God will bring it vpon her owne head,
and about two dayes after, Hanahs fitts began, and one
night especially had a dreadfull fitt, and was pinched,
and heard a hedious noise, and was in a strang manner
sweating and burning, and some time cold and full of
paine yt she shriked out.

“Elizabeth Lamberton saith that one time ye chilldren
came downe & said Mris. Godman was talking to herselfe
and they were afraide, then she went vp softly and heard
her talke, what, will you fetch me some beare, will you
goe, will you goe, and ye like, and one morning aboute
breake of day Henry Boutele said he heard her talke to
herselfe, as if some body had laine wth her....

“Mris. Goodyeare said when Mr. Atwaters kinswoman was
married Mris. Bishop was there, and the roome being hott
she was something fainte, vpon that Mris. Godman said
she would haue many of these fainting fitts after she
was married, but she saith she remembers it not....

“Goodwife Thorp complained that Mris. Godman came to her
house and asked to buy some chickens, she said she had
none to sell, Mris. Godman said will you giue them all,
so she went away, and she thought then that if this
woman was naught as folkes suspect, may be she will
smite my chickens, and quickly after one chicken dyed,
and she remembred she had heard if they were bewitched
they would consume wthin, and she opened it and it was
consumed in ye gisard to water & wormes, and divers
others of them droped, and now they are missing and it
is likely dead, and she neuer saw either hen or chicken
that was so consumed wthin wth wormes. Mris. Godman said
goodwife Tichenor had a whole brood so, and Mris. Hooke
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had some so, but for Mris. Hookes it was contradicted
presently. This goodwife Thorp thought good to declare
that it may be considered wth other things.”

The court decided that Elizabeth’s carriage and confession
rendered her “suspitious” of witchcraft, and admonished her that
“if further proofe come these passages will not be forgotten.”

The further proof came forth promptly, since in August, 1655,
Elizabeth was again called before the court for witchcraft, and
the witnesses certified to “the doing of strange things.”

THE GOVERNOR’S QUANDARY — ELIZABETH’S “SPIRITUALL ARMOUR” — ”THE JUMBLING
AT THE CHAMBER DORE” — THE LOST GRAPES — THE TETHERED CALFE — ”HOTT BEARE”

“At a court held at Newhaven the 7th of August 1655.

“Elizabeth Godman was again called before the Court, and
told that she lies under suspition for witchcraft, as
she knowes, the grounds of which were examined in a
former court, and by herselfe confessed to be just
grounds of suspition, wch passages were now read, and
to these some more are since added, wch are now to be
declared.

“Mr. Goodyeare said that the last winter, upon occasion
of Gods afflicting hand upon the plantation by sickness,
the private meeting whereof he is had appointed to set
a day apart to seeke God: Elizabeth Godman desired she
might be there; he told her she was under suspition, and
it would be offensive; she said she had great need of
it, for she was exercised wth many temptations, and saw
strange appearitions, and lights aboute her bed, and
strange sights wch affrighted her; some of his family
said if she was affraide they would worke wth her in the
day and lye with her in the night, but she refused and
was angry and said she would haue none to be wth her for
she had her spirituall armour aboute her. She was asked
the reason of this; she answered, she said so to Mr.
Goodyeare, but it was her fancy troubled her, and she
would haue none lye wth her because her bed was weake;
she was told that might haue been mended; then she said
she was not willing to haue any of them wth her, for if
any thing had fallen ill wth them they would haue said
that she had bine the cause.”

Mr. Goodyeare further declared that aboute three weekes agoe he
had a verey great disturbance in his family in the night (Eliza:
Godman hauing bine the day before much discontented because Mr.
Goodyeare warned her to provide another place to live in) his
daughter Sellevant, Hanah Goodyeare, and Desire Lamberton lying
together in the chamber under Eliza: Godman; after they were in
bed they heard her walke up and downe and talk aloude; but could
not tell what she said; then they heard her go downe the staires
and come up againe; they fell asleep, but were after awakened
wth a great jumbling at the chamber dore, and something came
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into the chamber wch jumbled at the other end of the roome and
aboute the trunke and amonge the shooes and at the beds head;
it came nearer the bed and Hanah was affraid and called father,
but he heard not, wch made her more affraide; then cloathes were
pulled of their bed by something, two or three times; they held
and something pulled, wch frighted them so that Hanah Goodyeare
called her father so loude as was thought might be heard to the
meetinghouse, but the noise was heard to Mr. Samuell Eatons by
them that watched wth her; so after a while Mr. Goodyeare came
and found them in a great fright; they lighted a candell and he
went to Eliza: Godmans chamber and asked her why she disturbed
the family; she said no, she was scared also and thought the
house had bine on fire, yet the next day she said in the family
that she knew nothing till Mr. Goodyeare came up, wch she said
is true she heard the noise but knew not the cause till Mr.
Goodyeare came; and being asked why she went downe staires after
she was gon up to bed, she said to light a candell to looke for
two grapes she had lost in the flore and feared the mice would
play wth them in the night and disturbe ye family, wch reason
in the Courts apprehension renders her more suspitious.

Allen Ball informed the Court. Another time she came into his
yard; his wife asked what she came for; she said to see her
calfe; now they had a sucking calfe, wch they tyed in the lott
to a great post that lay on ye ground, and the calfe ran away
wth that post as if it had bine a fether and ran amonge Indian
corne and pulled up two hills and stood still; after he tyed the
calfe to a long heauy raile, as much as he could well lift, and
one time she came into ye yard and looked on ye calfe and it set
a running and drew the raile after it till it came to a fence
and gaue a great cry in a lowing way and stood still; and in ye
winter the calfe dyed, doe what he could, yet eate its meale
well enough.

Some other passages were spoken of aboute Mris. Yale, that one
time there being some words betwixt them, wth wch Eliza: Godman
was unsatisfyed, the night following Mris. Yales things were
throwne aboute the house in a strange manner; and one time being
at Goodman Thorpes, aboute weauing some cloth, in wch something
discontented her, and that night they had a great noise in the
house, wch much affrighted them, but they know not what it was.

These things being declared the Court told Elizabeth Godman that
they haue considered them, wth her former miscarriages, and see
cause to order that she be comitted to prison, ther to abide the
Courts pleasure, but because the matter is of weight, and the
crime whereof she is suspected capitall, therefore she is to
answer it at the Court of Magistrates in October next.”

In October, 1655, Elizabeth “was again called before the court
and told that upon grounds formerly declared wch stand upon
record, she by her owne confession remains under suspition for
witchcraft, and one more is now added, and that is, that one
time this last summer, comeing to Mr. Hookes to beg some beare,
was at first denyed, but after, she was offered some by his
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daughter which stood ready drawne, wch she had, yet went away
in a muttering discontented manner, and after this, that night,
though the beare was good and fresh, yet the next morning was
hott, soure and ill tasted, yea so hott as the barrell was warme
wthout side, and when they opened the bung it steemed forth;
they brewed againe and it was so also, and so continewed foure
or fiue times, one after another.

“She brought diuers psons to the court that they might
say something to cleere her, and much time was spent in
hearing ym, but to little purpose, the grounds of
suspition remaining full as strong as before and she
found full of lying, wherfore the court declared vnto
her that though the euidenc is not sufficient as yet to
take away her life, yet the suspitions are cleere and
many, wch she cannot by all the meanes she hath vsed,
free herselfe from, therfore she must forbeare from
goeing from house to house to give offenc, and cary it
orderly in the family where she is, wch if she doe not,
she will cause the court to comitt her to prison againe,
& that she doe now presently vpon her freedom giue
securitie for her good behauiour; and she did now before
the court ingage fifty pound of her estate that is in
Mr. Goodyeers hand, for her good behauior, wch is
further to be cleered next court, when Mr. Goodyeare is
at home.”

“She was suffered to dwell in the family of Thomas
Johnson, where she continued till her death, October
9th, 1660.” (NEW HAVEN TOWN RECORDS, Vol. ii, pp. 174,179.)

Nathaniel and Rebecca Greensmith
Nathaniel Greensmith lived in Hartford, south of the little
river, in 1661-62, on a lot of about twenty acres, with a house
and barn. He also had other holdings “neer Podunk,” and “on ye
highway leading to Farmington.”

He was thrifty by divergent and economical methods, since he is
credited in the records of the time with stealing a bushel and
a half of wheat, of stealing a hoe, and of lying to the court,
and of battery.

In one way or another he accumulated quite a property for those
days, since the inventory of it filed in the Hartford Probate
Office, January 25, 1662, after his execution, carried an
appraisal of £137. l4s. 1d. — including “2 bibles,” “a sword,”
“a resthead,” and a “drachm cup” — all indicating that Nathaniel
judiciously mingled his theology and patriotism, his recreation
and refreshment, with his everyday practical affairs and
opportunities.

But he made one adventure that was most unprofitable. In an evil
hour he took to wife Rebecca, relict of Abraham Elson, and also
relict of Jarvis Mudge, and of whom so good a man as the Rev.
John Whiting, minister of the First Church in Hartford —
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afterward first pastor of the Second Church — said that she was
“a lewd, ignorant and considerably aged woman.”

This triple combination of personal qualities soon elicited the
criticism and animosity of the community, and Nathaniel and
Rebecca fell under the most fatal of all suspicions of that day,
that of being possessed by the evil one.

Gossip and rumor about these unpopular neighbors culminated in
a formal complaint, and December 30, 1662, at a court held at
Hartford, both the Greensmiths were separately indicted in the
same formal charge.

“Nathaniel Greensmith thou art here indicted by the name
of Nathaniel Greensmith for not having the fear of God
before thine eyes, thou hast entertained familiarity
with Satan, the grand enemy of God and mankind — and by
his help hast acted things in a preternatural way beyond
human abilities in a natural course for which according
to the law of God and the established law of this
commonwealth thou deservest to die.”

While Rebecca was in prison under suspicion, she was interviewed
by two ministers, Revs. Haynes and Whiting, as to the charges
of Ann Cole — a next door neighbor — which were written down by
them, all of which, and more, she confessed to be true before
the court.79

THE MINISTERS’ ACCOUNT — Promise to Satan — A merry Christmas
meeting — Stone’s lecture — Haynes’ plea — The dear Devil — The
corvine guest — Sexual delusions

“She forthwith and freely confessed those things to be
true, that she (and other persons named in the
discourse) had familiarity with the devil. Being asked
whether she had made an express covenant with him, she
answered she had not, only as she promised to go with
him when he called (which she had accordingly done
several times). But that the devil told her that at
Christmas they would have a merry meeting, and then the
covenant should be drawn and subscribed. Thereupon the
fore-mentioned Mr. Stone (being then in court) with much
weight and earnestness laid forth the exceeding
heinousness and hazard of that dreadful sin; and
therewith solemnly took notice (upon the occasion
given) of the devil’s loving Christmas.

“A person at the same time present being desired the
next day more particularly to enquire of her about her
guilt, it was accordingly done, to whom she acknowledged
that though when Mr. Haynes began to read she could have
torn him in pieces, and was so much resolved as might
be to deny her guilt (as she had done before) yet after
he had read awhile, she was as if her flesh had been
pulled from her bones, (such was her expression,) and

79. Note. Increase Mather regarded this confession as convictive a proof of real witchcraft as most single cases he had known.
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so could not deny any longer. She also declared that the
devil first appeared to her in the form of a deer or
fawn, skipping about her, wherewith she was not much
affrighted but by degrees he contrived talk with her;
and that their meetings were frequently at such a place,
(near her own house;) that some of the company came in
one shape and some in another, and one in particular in
the shape of a crow came flying to them. Amongst other
things she owned that the devil had frequent use of her
body.”

Had Rebecca been content with purging her own conscience, she
alone would have met the fate she had invoked, and probably
deserved; but out of “love to her husband’s soul” she made an
accusation against him, which of itself secured his conviction
of the same offense, with the same dire penalty.

THE ACCUSATION — Nathaniel’s plea — ”Travaile and labour” — ”A
red creature” — - Prenuptial doubts — The weighty logs — Wifely
tenderness and anxiety — Under the greenwood tree — A cat call
— Terpsichore and Bacchus

“Rebecca Greenswith testifieth in Court Janry 8. 62.

“1. That my husband on Friday night last when I came to
prison told me that now thou hast confest against
thyself let me alone and say nothing of me and I wilbe
good unto thy children.

“I doe now testifie that formerly when my husband hathe
told me of his great travaile and labour I wondered at
it how he did it this he did before I was married and
when I was married I asked him how he did it and he
answered me he had help yt I knew not of.

“3. About three years agoe as I think it; my husband and
I were in ye wood several miles from home and were
looking for a sow yt we lost and I saw a creature a red
creature following my husband and when I came to him I
asked him what it was that was with him and he told me
it was a fox.

“4. Another time when he and I drove or hogs into ye
woods beyond ye pound yt was to keep yong cattle
severall miles of I went before ye hogs to call them and
looking back I saw two creatures like dogs one a little
blacker then ye other, they came after my husband pretty
close to him and one did seem to me to touch him I asked
him wt they were he told me he thought foxes I was stil
afraid when I saw anything because I heard soe much of
him before I married him.

“5. I have seen logs that my husband hath brought home
in his cart that I wondered at it that he could get them
into ye cart being a man of little body and weake to my
apprhension and ye logs were such that I thought two men
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such as he could not have done it.

“I speak all this out of love to my husbands soule and
it is much against my will that I am now necessitate to
speake agaynst my husband, I desire that ye Lord would
open his heart to owne and speak ye trueth.

“I also testify that I being in ye wood at a meeting
there was wth me Goody Seager Goodwife Sanford &
Goodwife Ayres; and at another time there was a meeting
under a tree in ye green by or house & there was there
James Walkely, Peter Grants wife Goodwife Aires & Henry
Palmers wife of Wethersfield, & Goody Seager, & there
we danced, & had a bottle of sack: it was in ye night &
something like a catt cald me out to ye meeting & I was
in Mr. Varlets orcherd wth Mrs. Judeth Varlett & shee
tould me that shee was much troubled wth ye Marshall
Jonath: Gilbert & cried, & she sayd if it lay in her
power she would doe him a mischief, or what hurt shee
could.”

The Greensmiths were convicted and sentenced to suffer death.
In January, 1662, they were hung on “Gallows Hill,” on the bluff
a little north of where Trinity College now stands — ”a logical
location” one most learned in the traditions and history of
Hartford calls it — as it afforded an excellent view of the
execution to a large crowd on the meadows to the west, a hanging
being then a popular spectacle and entertainment.
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CHAPTER IX

“They shall no more be considered guilty than this
woman, whom I now pronounce to be innocent, and command
that she be set at liberty.” LORD CHIEF JUSTICE
MANSFIELD.

Elizabeth (Clauson) Clawson
The Indictment

“Elizabeth Clawson wife of Stephen Clawson of Standford
in the country of Fayrefeild in the Colony of
Connecticutt thou art here indicted by the name of
Elizabeth Clawson that not haueing the fear of God
before thine eyes thou hast had familiarity with Satan
the grand enemie of God & man & that by his instigation
& help thou hast in a pretematurall way afflicted & done
harm to the bodyes & estates of sundry of his Maties
subjects or to some of them contrary to the peace of or
Soueraigne Lord the King & Queen their crowne & dignity
& that on the 25t of Aprill in the 4th yeare of theire
Maties reigne & at sundry other times for which by the
law of God & the law of the Colony thou deseruest to
dye.”

The Testimonies
JOSEPH GARNEY — The maid in fits — Joseph’s subterfuge
— ”The black catt” — ”The white dogg” — Witches three

“Joseph Garney saith yt being at Danil Wescots uppon
occation sine he went to Hartford while he was gone from
home Nathanill Wiat being with me his maid being at work
in the yard in her right mind soon after fell into a
fit. I took her up and caried her in & laid her upon the
bed it was intimated by sum that she desembled. Nathanel
Wiat said with leaue he would make triall of that leaue
was granted and as soon as she was laid upon ye bed then
Wiat asked me for a sharp knife wch I presently took
into my hand then she imediately came to herself and
then went out of ye room into ye other room & so out
into ye hen house then I hard her presently shreek out
I ran presently to her and asked her what is ye matter,
she was in such pain she could not Hue & presently fell
into a fit stiff. We carried her in and laid her upon
ye bed and then I got my kniffe ready and fitting under
pretence of doing sum great matter then presently she
came to herselfe & said to me Joseph what are you about
to doe I said I would cutt her & seemed to threten great
matters, then she laid her down upon the bed & said she
would confess to us how it was with her and then said I
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am possessed with ye deuill and he apeared to me in ye
hen house in ye shape of a black catt & was ernist with
her to be a witch & if she would not he would tear her
in pieces, then she again shreekt out now saith shee I
see him & lookt wistly & said there he is just at this
time to my apearance there seemed to dart in at ye west
window a sudden light across ye room wch did startle and
amase me at yt present, then she tould me yt she see ye
deuill in ye shape of a white dogg, she tould me that
ye deuill apeared in ye shape of these three women namly
goody Clawson, goody Miller, & ye woman at Compo.
[Disborough] I asked her how she knew yt it was ye
deuill that appeared in ye shape of these three women
she answered he tould me so. I asked her if she knew
that these three women were witches or no she said she
could not tell they might be honest women for ought she
knew or they might be witches.”

Sarah Kecham — Cateron’s seizures — Riding and singing
— English and French — The naked sword

The testimony of Sarah Kecham. “She saith yt being at
Danel Wescots house Thomas Asten being there Cateron
Branch being there in a fit as they said I asked then
how she was they sayth she hath had noe fits she had
bine a riding then I asked her to ride and then she got
to riding. I asked her if her hors had any name & she
called out & said Jack; I then asked her to sing & then
she sunge; I asked her yt if she had sung wt Inglish she
could then sing French and then she sung that wch they
called French. Thomas Astin said he knew that she was
bewitched I tould him I did not beleue it, for I said I
did not beleue there was any witch in the town, he said
he knew she was for said he I haue hard say that if a
person were bewitched take a naked sword and hould ouer
them & they will laugh themselues to death & with yt he
took a sword and held ouer her and she laughed
extremely. Then I spoke sumthing whereby I gaue them to
understand that she did so becase she knew of ye sword,
whereupon Danil made a sine to Thomas Austen to hould
ye sword again yt she might not know of it, wch he did
& then she did not laugh at all nor chang her
countenance. Further in discourse I hard Daniel Wescot
say yt when he pleased he could take her out of her fits.
John Bates junr being present at ye same time witnesseth
to all ye aboue written.

“Ye testers are redy to giue oath to ye aboue written
testimony when called therunto. “Staford ye 7th
Septembr 1692.”

ABIGAIL CROSS AND NATHANIEL CROSS — The “garles
desembling” — Daniel Wescot’s wager — The trick that
nobody else could do
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(Kateran Branch, the accuser of the Fairfield women, was a young
servant in Daniel Wescot’s household.)

“The testimony of Abigail Cross as followith that upon
sum discourse with Danil Wescot about his garles
desembling sd Daniel sd that he would venture both his
cows against a calfe yt she should doe a trick tomorrow
morning that no body else could doe. sd Abigail sd to
morrow morning, can you make her do it when you will; &
he said yess when I will I can make her do it.

“Nathaneel Cross being present at ye same time
testifieth ye same with his wife.

“The above testers say they are redy to giue oath to ye
aboue written testimony when called to it.”

SARAH BATES — An effective remedy for fits — Burnt
feathers — Blood letting — The result

“The testimony of Mrs. Sarah Bates she saith yt when
first ye garl was taken with strang fits she was sent
for to Danil Wescots house & she found ye garle lieing
upon ye bed. She then did apprehend yt the garls illness
might be from sum naturall cause; she therefore aduised
them to burn feathers under her nose & other menes yt
had dun good in fainting fits and then she seemed to be
better with it; and so she left her that night in hops
to here she wold be better ye next morning; but in ye
morning Danil Wescot came for her againe and when she
came she found ye garl in bed seemingly senceless &
spechless; her eyes half shet but her pulse seemed to
beat after ye ordinary maner her mistres desired she
might be let blud on ye foot in hops it might do her
good. Then I said I thought it could not be dun in ye
capassity she was in but she desired a triall to be made
and when euerything was redy & we were agoing to let her
blud ye garl cried; the reson was asked her why she
cried; her answer was she would not be bluded; we asked
her why; she said again because it would hurt her it was
said ye hurt would be but small like a prick of a pin
then she put her foot ouer ye bed and was redy to help
about it; this cariag of her seemed to me strang who
before seemed to ly like a dead creature; after she was
bluded and had laid a short time she clapt her hand upon
ye couerlid & cried out; and on of ye garls yt stood by
said mother she cried out; and her mistres was so
afected with it yt she cried and said she is bewitched.
Upon this ye garl turned her head from ye folk as if she
wold hide it in ye pillar & laughed.” The above written
Sarah Bates appeared before me in Stamford this 13th
Septembr 1692 & made oath to the above written
testimony. Before me Jonat, Bell Comissr.”

Daniel Wescot — Exchanging yarn — ”A quarrill” — The
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child’s nightmare

“The testimony of Daniel Wescote saith that some years
since my wife & Goodwife Clauson agreed to change their
spinning, & instead of half a pound Goodwife Clawson
sent three quarters of a pound I haueing waide it,
carried it to her house & cnvinced her of it yt it was
so, & thence forward she till now took occation upon any
frivolous matter to be angry & pick a quarrill with
booth myself & wife, & some short time after this
earning ye flex, my eldest daughter Johannah was taken
suddenly in ye night shrecking& crying out, There is a
thing will catch me, uppon which I got up & lit a candle,
& tould her there was nothing, she answerd, yees there
was, there tis, pointing with her finger sometimes to
one place & sometimes to another, & then sd tis run
under the pillow. I askd her wr it was, she sd a sow, &
in a like manner continued disturbd a nights abought ye
space of three weeks, insomuch yt we ware forcd to carry
her abroad sometimes into my yard or lot, but for ye
most part to my next neighbours house, to undress her &
get her to sleep, & continually wn she was disturbd shed
cry out theres my thing come for me, whereuppon some
neighbours advisd to a removal of her, & having removd
her to Fairfeild it left her, & since yt hath not been
disturbd in like manner.”

“The aboue testimony of Daniell Wesocott now read to the
wife of sayd Daniell Shee testifys to the whole verbatum
& hath now giuen oath to the same before us in
Standford, Septembr 12th 1692.

“JONATN SELLECK Comissr

“JONOTHAN BELL Commissionr.

“Sworn in Court Septr 15 1692

“As attests John Allyn Secry.”

ABIGAIL WESCOT — Throwing stones — Railing — Twitting
of “fine cloths”

“Abigal Wescot further saith that as she was going along
the street Goody Clauson came out to her and they had
some words together and Goody Clauson took up stone and
threw at her; and at another time as she went along the
street before said Clausons dore Goody Clauson caled to
me and asked me what I did in my chamber last Sabbath
day night, and I doe affirme that I was not their that
night; and at another time as I was in her sone Stephens
house being neer her one house shee followed me in and
contended with me becase I did not com into her house
caling of me proud slut what ear you proud on your fine
cloths and you look to be mistres but you never shal by
me and seuerall other prouoking speeches at that time
and at another time as I was by her house she contended
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and quareled with me; and we had many words together and
shee twited me of my fine cloths and of my mufe and also
contended with me several other times.

“Taken upon oath before us Standford Septemr 12th

“JONATN SELLECK Comissionr

“JONOTHAN BELL Comissr.”

ABRAHAM FINCH — The strange light — ”Two pry eies” —
Cause of the “pricking”

“Abraham Finch jun aged about 26 years.

“The deponant saith that hee being a waching at with ye
French girle at Daniell Wescoat house in the night I
being laid on the bed the girle fell into a fite and
fell crose my feet and then I looking up I sawe a light
abut the bignes of my too hands glance along the sommer
of the house to the harth ward, and afterwards I sawe
it noe mor; and when Dauid Selleck brought a light into
the room a littell space after the French garle cam to
hirselfe againe. Wee ascked hir whie shee skreemed out
when shee fell into her fit. Shee answered goodie
Clawson cam in with two firy eies.

“Furdermore the deponant saith that Dauid Selleck was
that same night with him and being laid downe on the bed
me nie the garle and I laye by the bed sid on the chest
and Dauid Selleck starte up suddenly and I asked wt was
ye matter with him and hee answered shee pricked mee and
the French garle answered noe shee did not it was goodie
Crump and then shee put her hand ouer the bed sid and
said give mee that thing that you pricked Mr. Selleck
with and I cached hold of her hand and found a pin in
it and I took it away from her. The deponant saith that
when the garl put her hand ouer the bed it was open and
he looked very well in her hand and cold see nothing and
before shee puled in her hand again shee had goten yt
pin yt hee took from her.

“This aboue written testor is redy when called to giue
oath to the aboue written testimony.”

EBENEZER BISHOP — Kateran calls for somersaults — Fits
and spots

“Ebenezer Bishop aged about 26 years saith on night
being at Danill Wescots house Catern Branch being in on
of her fits I sate doen by ye bed side next to her she
then calling ernestly upon goody Clason goody Clason
seueral times now goody Clason turn heels ouer head
after this she had a violent fit and calling again said
now they are agoing to kill me & crieing out very loud
that they pincht her on ye neck and calling out yt they
pincht her again I setting by her I took ye light and
look upon her neck & I see a spot look red seeming to
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me as big as a pece of eight afterwards it turned blue
& blacker then any other part of her skin and after ye
second time of her calling I took ye light & looked
again and she pointed with her hand lower upon her
shoulder and I se another place upon her shoulder look
red & blue as I saw upon the other place before and then
after yt she had another fit.

“Stamford 29th August 1692 this aboue written testor is
redy when called to giue oath to ye aboue written
testimony.

“Hannah Knapp testifieth the same to the above written
and further adeth that shee saw scraches upon her; and
is redy to give oth to it if called to it.

“Both the above sworn in Court Septr 15 1692. Attests
John Allyn, Secry.”

SAMUEL HOLLY — Singular physiological transformations

“The testimony of Samuel Holly senour aged aboute fifty
years saith that hee being at ye house of Danell Wescot
in ye euning I did see his maid Cattern Branch in her
fit that shee did swell in her brests (as shee lay on
her bed) and they rise as lik bladers and suddenly pased
in to her bely, and in a short time returned to her brest
and in a short time her breasts fell and a great ratling
in her throat as if shee would haue been choked; All
this I judge beyond nature.

“Danil Wescot testifieth to ye same aboue written and
further addith yt when she was in those fits ratling in
her throat she would put out her tong to a great extent
I consieue beyond nature & I put her tong into her mouth
again & then I looked in her mouth & could se no tong
but as if it were a lump of flesh down her throat and
this ofen times.

“The testors, as concerned are ready to giue oath to the
above written testimony if called thereunto.

“Staford 29 April 1692

“Sworn in Court Septr 15 1692.

“Attests JOHN ALLYN, Seer.”

“The testimony of Daniell Westcot aged about forty nine
years saith that som time this spring since his maid
Catton Branch had fits and with many other strange
actions in her, I see her as shee lay on the bed at her
length in her fit, and at once sprang up to the chamber
flore withouts the helpe of her hands or feete; thats
neere six feet and I judge it beyond nator for any
person so to doe.

“Sworn in Court Sept 15 1692.

“Attests JOHN ALLYN Secry.”
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INQUIRY AND SEARCH — VISIONS OF THE YOUNG ACCUSER — THE TALKING CAT — THE
SPREAD TABLE — THE STRANGE WOMAN — ”SILK HOOD AND BLEW APRON” — ”2
FIREBRANDS IN HER FOREHEAD” — ”A TURN AT HEELS OUER HEAD”

“Stamford May ye 27th, 1692.

“Uppon ye information & sorrowfull complainte of
Sergeant Daniel Wescot in regard of his maide servant
Katherine Branch whome he suspects to be afflicted of
witchcraft, under wch sore affliction she hath now
labourd upwards of five weeks, & in that lamentable
state yeat remains. In order to inquiry & search into
(the) matter were then psent Major Nathan Golde, Capt.
John Burr, Capt. Jonothan Selleck, Lieutenant Jonothan
Bell.

“The manner of her being taken & handled.

“Being in ye feilds gathering of herbs, she was seizd
with a pinching & pricking at her breast; she being come
home fell a crying, was askd ye reason, gave no answer
but wept & immediately fell down on ye flooer wth her
hands claspt, & with like actions continued wth some
respite at times ye space of two days, then sd she saw
a cat, was asked what ye cat sd she answerd ye cat askd
her to [go] with her, with a promise of fine things &
yt if she should goe where there ware fine folks; &
still was followed wth like fits, seeming to be much
tormented, being askd again what she saw sd cats, & yt
they toulde her they woulde kill her, & wth this
menaceing disquieted her severall dayes; after yt she
saw in ye roome where she lay a table spread wth variety
of meats, & they askd her to eat & at ye table she saw
tenn eating, this she positively affirmd when in her
right minde, after this was exceeding much tormentted,
her master askd her what was ye matter, because she as
she sd in her fit run to sundry places to abscoude
herselfe, she toulde him twas because she saw a cat
coming to her wth a rat, to fling in her face, after yt
she sd they toulde her they woulde kill her because she
tould of it. These sort of actions continued about 13
days, & then was extremely afflicted with fits in ye
night, to ye number of about 40ty crying out a witch, a
witch, her master runing to her askd her what was ye
matter she sd she felt a hand. Ye next week she saw as
she sd a woman stand in ye house having on a silk hood
& a blew apron, after that in ye evening being well
composd going out of dooers run in again & caught her
master abought ye middle, he askd her ye reason, she sd
yt she meet an olde woman at ye dooer, with 2 firebrands
in her forehead, he askd her what kinde of clooths she
had on, answered she had two homespun coats, one tuct
up rounde her ye other down. The next day she namd a
person calling her goody Clauson, & sd there she is
sitting on a reel, & again sd she saw her sit on ye
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pommel of a chair, saying Ime sure you are a witch, elce
you coulde not sit so & sd she saw this person before
namd at times for a week together. One time she sd she
saw her and describd her whole attire, her [master]?
went immediately & saw ye woman namd exactly atird as
she was describd of ye person afflicted. Again she sd
in her fits Goody Clauson lets haue a turn at heels ouer
head, withall saying shall you goe first, or shall I.
Weel sd she if I do first you shall after, & wth yt she
turnd ouer two or three times heels ouer head, & so lay
down, saying come if you will not Ile beat your head &
ye wall together & haueing ended these words she goot
up looking aboute ye house, & sd look shes gone, & so
fell into a fit.”

LIDIA PENOIR — ”A lying gairl”

“The testimony of Lidia Penoir. Shee saith that shee
heard her ant Abigal Wescot say that her seruant gairl
Catern Branch was such a lying gairl that not any boddy
could belieue one word what shee said and saith that
shee heard her ant Abigail Wescot say that shee did not
belieue that Mearcy nor goody Miller nor Hannah nor any
of these women whome shee had apeacht was any more
witches then shee was and that her husband would belieue
Catern before he would belieue Mr. Bishop or Leiftenat
Bell or herself.

“The testor is ready to giue oath to sd testimony.
Standford, Augt 24th 1692.”

ELEZER SLAWSON — ”A woman for pease” — A good word

“The testimony of Elezer Slawson aged 51 year.

“He saith yt he liued neare neighbour, to goodwife
Clawson many years & did allways observe her to be a
woman for pease and to counsell for pease & when she
hath had prouacations from her neighbours would answer
& say we must liue in pease for we are naibours & would
neuer to my obseruation giue threatning words nor did I
look at her as one giuen to malice; & further saith not

“ELEAZAR SLASON.

“CLEMENT BUXSTUM.

“The above written subscribers declared the aboue
written & signed it with their own hands before me

“JONOTHAN BELL Comissionr.”

In closing the citations of testimony in the Clawson
case, other performances of Catherine Branch, the maid
servant of Daniel and Abigail Wescot, are given to
emphasize the absurdities which found credence in the
community and brought several women to the bar of
justice, to answer to the charge of a capital offense.
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AN EPILEPTIC FIT — MUSCULAR CONTORTIONS — ”TALKEING TO THE APPEARANCES” —
”HELL FYRE TO ALL ETERNITY” — A CREATURE “WITH A GREAT HEAD & WINGS & NOE
BODDY & ALL BLACK” — SONGS AND TUNES — SECULAR AND SCRIPTURAL RECITATIONS
— ” THE LOCK OF HAYER”

“June 28th 1692.

“Sergt Daniell Wescott brought his Mayd Katheren Branch
to my house to be examined, which was dune as is within
mentioned, & the sd Katheren Branch being dismised was
gott about 40 or 50 rodd from my house, my Indian girl
runeing back sayinge sd Kate was falen downe & looked
black in the face soe my sonn John Selleck & cousen
Dauid Selleck went out & fecht her in, shee being in a
stife fitt — & comeing out of that fitt fell a
schrickeing, crying out you kill me, Goody Clawson you
kill me, two or three times shee spoke it & her head was
bent downe backwards allmost to her back; & sometimes
her arme would be twisted round the sd Kate cryeing out
you break my arme & with many such fitts following, that
two men could hardly prevent by all their strenth the
breaking of her neck & arme, as was thought by all the
standers by; & in this maner sd Kate continued all the
night, & neuer came to her sences but had som litell
respitt betweene those terible fitts & then sd Kate
would be talkeing to the appearances & would answer them
& ask questions of them to manny to be here inserted or
remembered. They askt her to be as they were & then shee
should be well & we herd sd Kate saye I will not yeald
to you for you are wiches & yor portion is hell fyre to
all eternity & many such like expressions shee had;
telling them that Mr. Bishop had often tould her that
shee must not yield to them, & that that daye Norwalk
minister tould her the same therefore she sayd I hope
God will keep me from yielding to you; sd Kate sayd
Goody Clawson why doe you torment me soe; I neuer did
you any harme neather in word nor acction; sayeing why
are you all come now to afflict me. Katherine tould
their names, saying Goody Clawson, Mercy Disbrow, Goody
Miller, & a woman & a gail, five of you. Then she sd
Kate spoke to the gail whom she caled Sarah, & sayd is
Sarah Staples your right name; I am aferd you tell me a
lye; tell me your rite name; & soe uged it much; & then
stoped & sayd, tell; yeas I must tell my master & Capt.
Selleck if they aske me but Ile tell noe body els. Soe
at last sd Kate sayd, Hanah Haruy once or twice out is
that your name why then did you tell me a lye before;
Well then sayd Kate what is the womans name that comes
with you; & soe stoped & then sayd tell yeas I must tell
my master & Capt. Selleok if he askes me, but Ile tell
noeboddy els, & sayd you will not tell me then I will
ask Goody Crumpe;& she sd Gody Crump what is the woemans
name yt comes with Hanah Haruy; & so urged severall
times, a then sd Marry Mary what, & then Mary Haruy;
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well sayd Kate is Mary Haruy ye mother of Hanah Haruy;
& then sayd now I know it seeming to reioyce, & saying
Hanah why did you not tell me before, sayeing their was
more catts come at first & I shall know all your names;
& Kate sayd what creature is that with a great head &
wings & noe boddy & all black, sayeing Hanah is that
your father; I believe it is for you are a wich; & sd
Kate sayd Hanah what is yor fathers name; & have you noe
grandfather & grandmother; how come you to be a witch &
then stoped, & sd again a grandmother what is her name
& then stoped, & sd Goody Staples what is her maiden
name & then again fell into terrible fits which much
affrighted the standers by, which were many pesons to
behould & here what was sd & dune by Kate. Shee fell
into a fitt singeing songes & then tunes as Kate sd
giges for them to daunce by each takeing their turns;
then sd Kate rehersed a great many verses, which are in
some primers, & allsoe ye dialoge between Christ ye
yoong man & the dieull, the Lords prayer, all the
comand-ments & catechism, the creede & severall such
good things, & then sayd, Hanah I will say noe more; let
me here you, & sayd why doe I say these things; you doe
not loue them & a great deale more she sayd which I
cannot well remember but what is aboue & on ye other
syde was herd and seene by myselfe & others as I’ve
attest to it.

“Jonahn Selleck Commissioner.”

“To add one thing more to my relation as is within of
what I saw & herd, is that som persons atempted to cutt
of a lock of the sd Kates hayer, when shee was in her
fitts but could not doe it, for allthough she knew not
what was sayd & dune by them, & let them come neuer soe
priuately behynd her to doe it yeat shee would at once
turne about and preuent it; At last Dauid Waterbery
tooks her in his armes to hould her by force; that a
lock of hayer might be cutt; but though at other times
a weake & light gail yeat shee was then soe stronge &
soe extreame heauy that he could not deale with her, not
her hayer could not be cutt; & Kate cryeing out biterly,
as if shee had bin beaten all ye time. When sd Kate come
to herself, was askt if she was wileing her hayer should
be cutt; shee answered yeas — we might cutt all of it
we would.”

Elizabeth Clawson was found not guilty.

Hugh (Crosia, Crosher) Crohsaw
A court of Assistants holden at Hartford, May 8th, 1693.

Present.

Robert Treat, Esq. Governor
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William Joanes, Esq. Dept. Govr.

Samuel Willis, Esq.   \

William Pitkin, Esq.   |

Col. John Allyn        |

                  } Assistants

Nath. Stanly, Esq.     |

Caleb Stanly, Esq.     |

Moses Mansfield, Esq. /

Gent. of the Jury are:

Joseph Bull, Nathaneal Loomis, Joseph Wadsworth, Nathanael
Bowman, Jonathan Ashley, Stephen Chester, Daniel Heyden, Samuell
Newell, Abraham Phelps, Joseph North, John Stoughton, Thomas
Ward.

And the names of the Grand Jury are: Bartholomew Barnard, Joseph
Mygatt, William Williams, John Marsh, John Pantry, Joseph
Langton, William Gibbons, Stephen Kelsey, Cornelious Gillett,
Samuel Collins, James Steele, Jonathan Loomis.

*       *       *       *       *
The Indictment

“Hugh Crotia, Thou Standest here presented by the Name
of Hugh Crotia of Stratford in the Colony of
Connecticutt, in New England; for that not haveing the
fear of God before thine Eyes, through the Instigation
of the Devill, thou hast forsaken thy God, & covenanted
with the Devill, and by his help hast in a
preternaturall way afflicted the bodys of Sundry of his
Majestie’s good subjects, for which according to the Law
of God, and the Law of this Colony, thou deservest to
dye.”

THE ARREST — SATAN THE ACCESSORY — AN ALIBI — THE CONFESSION — A CONTRACT
TO SERVE THE DEVIL

“Fayrfield this 15 Novembor 1692 acording as is Informed
that hugh Crosia is complained of by a gerll at
Stratford for aflicting her and hee being met on ye road
going westward from fayrfeild hee being met by Joseph
Stirg and danill bets of norwak and being brought back
by them to athority in fayrfeild and on thare report to
sd authority of sum confesion sd Croshaw mad of such
things as rendar him undar suspecion of familiarity with
satan sd Crosha being asked whethar he sayd he sent ye
deuell to hold downe Eben Booths gerll ye gerll above
intended hee answared hee did say so but hee was not
thar himself hee answereth he lyed when he sayd he sent
ye deuell as above.

“Sd hugh beeing asked whethar hee did not say hee had
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made a Contract with ye deuell five years senc with his
heart and signed to ye deuells book and then seald it
with his bloud which Contract was to serve ye deuell and
the deuell to serve him he saith he did say so and sayd
he ded so and wret his name and sealed ye Contract with
his bloud and that he had ever since been practising
Eivel against every man: hee also sayd ye deuell opned
ye dore of eben booths hous made it fly open and ye gate
fly open being asked how he could tell he sayd he deuell
apeered to him like a boye and told him hee ded make
them fly open and then ye boye went out of his sight.

“This examination taken and Confessed before authority
in fairefeild before Us Testis the date above “Jon. Bur,
Assist “Nathan Gold, Asist.”

“The Grand Jury upon consideration of this Case re-
turnd, Ignoramus....

“This Court do grant to the said Hugh Crotia A Gaol
Delivery, he paying the Master of the Gaol his just fees
and dues upon his release and also all the Charge laid
out on him at Fairfield, & in bringing him to prison.

Elizabeth Garlick
In 1657, when Easthampton, Long Island, was within the
jurisdiction of New York, becoming a few months later a part of
Connecticut, two persons came over from Gardiner’s Island and
settled in the colony, Joshua Garlick and Elizabeth his wife —
whilom servants of the famous engineer and colonist Lion
Gardiner.

Stories of Elizabeth’s practice of witchcraft and other black
arts followed her, and despite her attendance at church she fell
under suspicion, and was arrested, and held by the magistrates
for trial after hearing various witnesses. Credulity offers no
better illustrations than those which fell from the lips of some
of the witnesses in this case.

TUNING A PSALM — A BLACK THING — A DOUBLE TONGUED WOMAN — A DOLEFUL NOISE
— BURNING THE HERBS — THE SICK CHILD — GARDINER’S OX — THE DEAD RAM —
BURNING “THE SOW’S TALE”

Goodwife Howell, during her illness which hastened Elizabeth’s
arrest, “tuned a psalm and screked out several times together
very grievously,” and cried “a witch! a witch! now are you come
to torter me because I spoke two or three words against you,”
and also said, she saw a black thing at the beds featte, that
Garlick was double-tongued, pinched her with pins, and stood by
the bed ready to tear her in pieces. And William Russell, in a
fit of insomnia or indigestion, before daybreak, “heard a very
doleful noyse on ye backside of ye fire, like ye noyse of a great
stone thrown down among a heap of stones.”

Goody Birdsall “declared y’t she was in the house of Goody Simons
when Goody Bishop came into the house with ye dockweed and
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between Goody Davis and Goody Simons they burned the herbs.
Farther, she said y’t formerly dressing flax at Goody Davis’s
house, Goody Davis saith y’t she had dressed her children in
clean linen at the island, and Goody Garlick came in and said,
‘How pretty the child doth look,’ and so soon as she had spoken
Goody Garlick said, ‘the child is not well, for it groaneth,’
and Goody Davis said her heart did rise, and Goody Davis said,
when she took the child from Goody Garlick, she said she saw
death in the face of it, & her child sickened presently upon it,
and lay five daies and 5 nights and never opened the eyes nor
dried till it died. Also she saith as she dothe remember Goody
Davis told her upon some difference between Mr. Gardiner or some
of his family, Goodman Garlick gave out some threateningse
speeches, & suddenly after Mr. Gardiner had an ox legge broke
upon Ram Island. Moreover Goody Davis said that Goody Garlick
was a naughtie woman.”

Goody Edwards testified: “Y’t as Goody Garlick owned, she sent
to her daughter for a little best milk and she had some and
presently after, her daughters milk went away as she thought and
as she remembers the child sickened about y’t time.” Goody Hand
deposed that “she had heard Goody Davis say that she hoped Goody
Garlick would not come to Eastharapton, because, she said, Goody
Garlick was naughty, and there had many sad things befallen y’m
at the Island, as about ye child, and ye ox, as Goody Birdsall
have declared, as also the negro child she said was taken away,
as I understood by her words, in a strange manner, and also of
a ram y’t was dead, and this fell out quickly one after another,
and also of a sow y’t was fat and lustie and died. She said they
did burn some of the sow’s tale and presently Goody Garlick did
come in.”

The settlers held a town meeting, and wisely questioning whether
they had legal authority to hold a trial in a capital case, they
appointed a committee to go “unto Keniticut to carry up Goodwife
Garlick yt she may be delivered up unto the authoritie there for
the trial of the cause of witchcraft which she is suspected for.”
The General Court of Connecticut took jurisdiction of the case,
a trial of Goody Garlick was held, resulting in her acquittal,
and she was sent back to Easthampton, to what end is not told
in the records of the day.
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CHAPTER X

“This case is one of the most painful in the entire
Connecticut list, for she impresses one as the best
woman; how the just and high minded old lady had excited
hate or suspicion, we cannot know.” CONNECTICUT AS A COLONY
(1: 212), MORGAN.

“Mr. Dauenport gaue in as followeth — That Mr. Ludlow
sitting with him and his wife alone, and discoursing of
the passages concerning Knapps wife, the Witch and her
execution, said that she came downe from the ladder (as
he understood it), and desired to speak with him alone,
and told him who was the witch spoken of.” New Haven
Colonial Record (2: 78).

“Shortly after this, a poor simple minded woman living
in Fairfield, by the name of Knap, was suspected of
witchcraft. She was tried, condemned and sentenced to
be hanged.” SCHENCK’S HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD (1: 71).

“Goodwife Knap”
This was one of the most notable of the witchcraft cases. It
stands among the early instances of the infliction of the death
penalty in Connecticut; the victim was presumably a woman of
good repute, and not a common scold, an outcast, or a harridan;
it is singularly illustrative of witchcraft’s activities and
their grasp on the lives of the best men and women, of the
beliefs that ruled the community, and of the crude and revolting
practices resorted to in the punishments of the condemned, and
especially since in its later developments it involved in
controversy and litigation two of the great characters in
colonial history, Rev. John Davenport, one of the founders of
New Haven, and Roger Ludlow, Deputy Governor of Massachusetts
and Connecticut.80 Goodwife Knapp of Fairfield was
“suspicioned.” That was enough to set the villagers agog with
talk and gossip and scandal about the unfortunate woman, which
poisoned the wells of sober thought and charitable purpose, and
swiftly ripened into a formal accusation and indictment.

Pending her trial the prisoner was committed to the house of
correction or common jail for the safe keeping of “refractory
persons” and criminals.

What terrors of mind and spirit must have waited on this “simple
minded” woman, in the cold, gloomy, and comfortless prison,
probably built of rough logs, with a single barred window and
massive iron studded door, a ghost haunted torture chamber, in
charge of some harsh wardsmen.

Knapp was duly and truly tried, and sentenced to death by
80. Connecticut, through its Commission of Sculpture, in recognition of his services to the Colony, is to erect a memorial statue to 
Ludlow to occupy the western niche on the northern facade of the Capitol building at Hartford.
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hanging, the usual mode of execution. No witch was ever burned
in New England.

From the day sentence was pronounced until the hanging took
place, out in Try’s field beyond the Indian field, in view of
the villagers, whose curiosity or thirst for horrors or whose
duty led them there, this prisoner of delusion was made the
object of rudest treatment, espionage, and of inhuman attempts
to wring from her lips a confession of her own guilt or an
accusation against some other person as a witch.

The very day of her condemnation, a self-constituted committee
of women, with one man on it, — Mistress Thomas Sherwood,
Goodwife Odell, Mistress Pell, and her two daughters, Goody
Lockwood, and Goodwife Purdy, — visited the prison, and pressed
her to name any other witch in town, and so receive such
consolation from the minister as would be for her soul’s
welfare.

Mistress Pell seems to have been the chief spokeswoman, and each
member of the committee served in some degree as an inquisitor,
or exhorter, not to repentance, but to disclosures. Baited and
badgered, warned and threatened, the hapless prisoner protested
she was innocent, denied the charges made against her, told one
of the committee to “take heed the devile have not you,” and
also said, “I must not render evil for evil.... I have sins
enough allready, and I will not add this [accusing another] to
my condemnation.” And at last in agony of soul she made that
pathetic appeal to one of her relentless tormentors, “neuer,
neuer poore creature was tempted as I am tempted, pray, pray for
me.”

But even after death on the scaffold, the witch-hunters of the
day did not refrain from their ghoulish work, but desecrated the
remains of Goodwife Knapp at the grave side in their search for
witch marks.

All the facts during the imprisonment, execution and burial are
set forth in some of the testimonies herewith given, in a chapter
of related history (the evidence at the trial not being
disclosed in any present record), and all of them marked by a
total unconsciousness of their sinister and revolting character.

No case in the history of the delusion in New England is more
replete in incidents and apt illustrations, due to their
fortunate preservation in the records of a lawsuit involving
some of the prominent characters in that drama of religious
insanity.

At a magistrate’s court held at New Haven the 29th of May, 1654.

Present.

Theophilus Eaton Esqr, Gouernor.

Mr. Stephen Goodyeare, Dept, Gouernor.

Francis Newman     \
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Mr. William Fowler  } Magistrats

Mr. William Leete  /

a suit was heard entitled — 

Thomas Staplies of Fairfield, plant’.

Mr Rogger Ludlow late of Fairfield, defendt.

It was brought by an aggrieved husband to recover damages for
defamation of the character of his wife. It centered in one of
the dramatic incidents at Knapp’s execution. In the last
extremity, and in the presence of immediate death, the prisoner
came down from the ladder, and asking to speak with Ludlow alone,
told him that Goodwife Staplies was a witch.

Some time afterward Ludlow, at New Haven, told the Rev. John
Davenport and his wife the story, in confidence, and under the
promise of secrecy, but it spread abroad with inevitable
accretions, and when it reached Fairfield Thomas Staplies went
to law, to vindicate his wife’s character in pounds, shillings,
and pence. These are some of the statements and remarkable
testimonies:

ATTORNEY BANKE’S DECLARATION — ENSIGNE BRYAN’S ANSWER — DAVENPORT’S VIEW
OF AN OATH, HEBREWS VI,16 — HIS ACCOUNT AND CONSCIENTIOUS SCRUPLES —
MISTRESS DAVENPORT’S FORGETFULNESS — ”A TRACT OF LYING” — ”INDIAN GODS” —
LUCE PELL AND HESTER WARD’S VISIT TO THE PRISON — THE “SEARCH” OF KNAPP —
”WITCHES TEATES” — FEMININE RESEMBLANCES — MATRONLY OPINIONS — POST-MORTEM
EVIDENCE — CONTRADICTIONS — KNAPP’S ORDEAL — ”FISHED WTHALL IN PRIVATE” —
HER DENIALS — TALK ON THE ROAD TO THE “GALLOWES”

“John Bankes, atturny for Thomas Staplies, declared,
that Mr. Ludlow had defamed Thomas Staplies wife, in
reporting to Mr. Dauenport and Mris. Dauenport that she
had laid herselfe vnder a new suspition of being a
witch, that she had caused Knapps wife to be new
searched after she was hanged, and when she saw the
teates, said if they were the markes of a witch, then
she was one, or she had such markes; secondly, Mr.
Ludlow said Knapps wife told him that goodwife Staplies
was a witch; thirdly, that Mr. Ludlow hath slandered
goodwife Staplies in saying that she made a trade of
lying, or went on in a tract of lying, &c.

“Ensigne Bryan, atturny for Mr. Ludlow, desired the
charge might bee proued, wch accordingly the plant’ did,
and first an attestation vnder Master Dauenports hand,
conteyning the testimony of Master and Mistris
Dauenport, was presented and read; but the defendant
desired what was testified and accepted for proofe might
be vpon oath, vpon wch Mr. Dauenport gaue in as
followeth, That he hoped the former attestation hee
wrott and sent to the court, being compared wth Mr.
Ludlowes letter, and Mr. Dauenports answer, would haue
satisfyed concerning the truth of the pticulars wthout

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

his oath, but seeing Mr. Ludlowes atturny will not be
so satisfyed, and therefore the court requires his oath,
and yt he lookes at an oath, in a case of necessitie,
for confirmation of truth, to end strife among men, as
an ordinance of God, according to Heb: 6,16, hee
therevpon declares as followeth,

“That Mr. Ludlow, sitting wth him & his wife alone, and
discoursing of the passages concerning Knapps wife the
witch, and her execution, said that she came downe from
the ladder, (as he vnderstood it,) and desired to speake
wth him alone, and told him who was the witch spoken of;
and so fair as he remembers, he or his wife asked him
who it was; he said she named goodwife Stapleies; Mr.
Dauenport replyed that hee beleeued it was vtterly
vntrue and spoken out of malice, or to that purpose; Mr.
Ludlow answered that he hoped better of her, but said
she was a foolish woman, and then told them a further
storey, how she tumbled the corpes of the witch vp &
downe after her death, before sundrie women, and spake
to this effect, if these be the markes of a witch I am
one, or I haue such markes. Mr. Dauenport vtterly
disliked the speech, not haueing heard anything from
others in that pticular, either for her or against her,
and supposing Mr. Ludlow spake it vpon such intelligenc
as satisfyed him; and whereas Mr. Ludlow saith he
required and they promised secrecy, he doth not remember
that either he required or they pmised it, and he doth
rather beleeue the contrary, both because he told them
that some did ouerheare what the witch said to him, and
either had or would spread it abroad, and because he is
carefull not to make vnlawfull promises, and when he
hath made a lawfull promise he is, through the help of
Christ, carefull to keepe it.

“Mris. Dauenport saith, that Mr. Ludlow being at their
house, and speakeing aboute the execution of Knapps
wife, (he being free in his speech,) was telling
seuerall passages of her, and to the best of her
remembrance said that Knapps wife came downe from the
ladder to speake wth him, and told him that goodwife
Staplyes was a witch, and that Mr. Daueport replyed
something on behalfe of goodwife Staplies, but the words
she remembers not; and something Mr. Ludlow spake, as
some did or might ouer-heare what she said to him, or
words to that effect, and that she tumbled the dead body
of Knapps wife vp & downe and spake words to this
purpose, that if these be the markes of a witch she was
one, or had such markes; and concerning any promise of
secrecy she remembers not.”

“Mr. Dauenport and Mris. Dauenport affirmed ypon oath,
that the testimonies before written, as they properly
belong to each, is the truth, according to their best
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knowledg & memory.

“Mr. Dauenport desired that in takeing his oath to be
thus vnderstood, that as he takes his oath to giue
satisfaction to the court and Mr. Ludlowes atturny, in
the matters attested betwixt M’ Ludlow & Thomas
Staplies, so he lymits his oath onely to that pt and not
to ye preface or conclusion, they being no pt of the
attestation and so his oath not required in them.

“To the latter pt of the declaration, the plant’ pduced
ye proofe following,

“Goodwif Sherwood of Fairfeild affirmeth vpon oath,
that vpon some debate betwixt Mr. Ludlow and goodwife
Staplies, she heard M’ Ludlow charge goodwif Staplies
wth a tract of lying, and that in discourse she had
heard him so charge her seuerall times.

“John Tompson of Fairfeild testifyeth vpon oath, that
in discourse he hath heard Mr. Ludlow express himselfe
more then once that goodwife Staplies went on in a tract
of lying, and when goodwife Staplyes hath desired Mr.
Ludlow to convince her of telling one lye, he said she
need not say so, for she went on in a tract of lying.

“Goodwife Gould of Fairefeild testifyeth vpon oath,
that in a debate in ye church wth Mr. Ludlow, goodwife
Staplyes desired him to show her wherein she had told
one lye, but Mr. Ludlow said she need not mention
ptculars, for she had gon on in a tract of lying.

“Ensigne Bryan was told, he sees how the plantife hath
proued his charge, to wch he might now answer; wherevpon
he presented seuerall testimonies in wrighting vpon
oath, taken before Mr. Wells and Mr. Ludlow.

“May the thirteenth, 1654.

“Hester Ward, wife of Andrew Ward, being sworne
deposeth, that aboute a day after that goodwife Knapp
was condemned for a witch, she goeing to ye prison house
where the said Knapp was kept, she, ye said Knapp,
voluntarily, wthout any occasion giuen her, said that
goodwife Staplyes told her, the said Knapp, that an
Indian brought vnto her, the said Staplyes, two litle
things brighter then the light of the day, and told the
said goodwife Staplyes they were Indian gods, as the
Indian called ym; and the Indian wthall told her, the
said Staplyes, if she would keepe them, she would be so
big rich, all one god, and that the said Staplyes told
the said Knapp, she gaue them again to the said Indian,
but she could not tell whether she did so or no.

“Luce Pell, the wife of Thomas Pell, being sworne
deposeth as followeth, that aboute a day after goodwife
Knapp was condemned for a witch, Mris. Jones earnestly
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intreated her to goe to ye said Knapp, who had sent for
her, and then this deponent called the said Hester Ward,
and they went together; then the said Knapp voluntarily,
of her owne accord, spake as the said Hester Ward hath
testifyed, word by word; and the said Mris. Pell further
saith, that she being one of ye women that was required
by the court to search the said Knapp before she was
condemned, & then Mris. Jones presed her, the said
Knapp, to confess whether ther were any other that were
witches, because goodwife goodwife Basset, when she was
condemned, said there was another witch in Fairefeild
that held her head full high, and then the said goodwife
Knapp stepped a litle aside, and told her, this
deponent, goodwife Basset ment not her; she asked her
whom she ment, and she named goodwife Staplyes, and then
vttered the same speeches as formerly conerning ye
Indian gods, and that goodwife Staplyes her sister
Martha told the said goodwife Knapp, that her sister
Staplyes stood by her, by the fire in there house, and
she called to her, sister, sister, and she would not
answer, but she, the said Martha, strucke at her and
then she went away, and ye next day she asked her
sister, and she said she was not there; and Mris. Ward
doth also testify wth Mris. Pell, that the said Knapp
said the same to her; and the said Mris. Pell saith,
that aboute two dayes after the search afforesaid, she
went to ye said Knapp in prison house, and the said
Knapp said to her, I told you a thing the other day, and
goodman Staplies had bine wth her and threatened her,
that she had told some thing of his wife that would
bring his wiues name in question, and this deponent she
told no body of it but her husband, & she was much moued
at it.

“Elizabeth Brewster being sworne, deposeth and saith,
that after goodwife Knap was executed, as soone as she
was cut downe, she, the said Knapp, being caried to the
graue side, goodwife Staplyes wth some other women went
to search the said Knapp, concerning findeing out teats,
and goodwife Staplyes handled her verey much, and called
to goodwife Lockwood, and said, these were no witches
teates, but such as she herselfe had, and other women
might haue the same, wringing her hands and takeing ye
Lords name in her mouth, and said, will you say these
were witches teates, they were not, and called vpon
goodwife Lockwood to come & see them; then this deponent
desired goodwife Odell to come & see, for she had bine
vpon her oath when she found the teates, and she, this
depont, desired the said Odill to come and clere it to
goodwife Staplies; goodwife Odill would not come; then
the said Staplies still called vpon goodwife Lockwood
to come, will you say these are witches teates, I, sayes
the said Staplies, haue such myselfe, and so haue you
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if you search yorselfe; goodwife Lockwood replyed, if I
had such, she would be hanged; would you, sayes
Staplies, yes, saith Lockwood, and deserve it; and the
said Staplies handeled the said teates very much, and
pulled them wth her fingers, and then goodwife Odill
came neere, and she, the said Staplies, still
questioning, the said Odill told her no honest woman had
such, and then all the women rebuking her and said they
were witches teates, and the said Staplies yeilded it.

“Mary Brewster being sworn & deposed, saith as
followeth, that she was present after the execution of
ye said Knapp, and she being brought to the graue side,
she saw goodwife Staplyes pull the teates that were
found aboute goodwife Knapp, and was verey earnest to
know whether those were witches teates wch were found
aboute her, the said Knapp, wn the women searched her,
and the said Staplyes pulled them as though she would
haue pulled them of, and prsently she, ths depont, went
away, as hauing no desire to looke vpon them.

“Susan Lockwood, wife of Robert Lockwood, being sworne
& examined saith as foll, that she was at the execution
of goodwife Knapp that was hanged for a witch, and after
the said Knapp was cut downe and brought to the graue,
goodwife Staplyes, wth other women, looked after the
teates that the women spake of appointed by the
magistrats, and the said goodwife Staplies was handling
of her where the teates were, and the said Staplies
stood vp and called three or foure times and bid me come
looke of them, & asked her whether she would say they
were teates, and she made this answer, no matter whether
there were teates or no, she had teates and confessed
she was a witch, that was sufficient; if these be
teates, here are no more teates then I myselfe haue, or
any other women, or you either if you would search yor
body; this depont saith she said, I know not what you
haue, but for herselfe, if any finde any such things
aboute me, I deserved to be hanged as she was, and yet
afterward she, the said Staplyes, stooped downe againe
and handled her, ye said Knapp, verey much, about ye
place where the teates were, and seuerall of ye women
cryed her downe, and said they were teates, and then
she, the said Staplyes, yeilded, & said verey like they
might be teates.

“Thomas Sheruington & Christopher Combstocke & goodwife
Baldwine were all together at the prison house where
goodwife Knapp was, and ye said goodwife Baldwin asked
her whether she, the said Knapp, knew of any other, and
she said there were some, or one, that had receiued
Indian gods that were very bright; the said Baldwin
asked her how she could tell, if she were not a witch
herselfe, and she said the party told her so, and her
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husband was witnes to it; and to this they were all
sworne & doe depose.

“Rebecka Hull, wife of Cornelius Hull, being sworne &
examined, deposeth & saith as followeth, that when
goodwife Knapp was goeing to execution, Mr. Ludlow, and
her father Mr. Jones, pressing the said Knapp to confess
that she was a witch, vpon wch goodwife Staplies said,
why should she, the said Knapp, confess that wch she was
not, and after she, the said goodwife Staplyes, had said
so, on that stood by, why should she say so, she the
said Staplyes replyed, she made no doubt if she the said
Knapp were one, she would confess it.

“Deborah Lockwood, of the age of 17 or thereaboute,
sworne & examined, saith as followeth, that she being
present when goodwife Knapp was goeing to execution,
betweene Tryes & the mill, she heard goodwife Staplyes
say to goodwife Gould, she was pswaded goodwife Knapp
was no witch; goodwife Gould said, sister Staplyes, she
is a witch, & hath confessed had had familiarity wth the
Deuill. Staplies replyed, I was wth her yesterday, or
last night, and she said no such thing as she heard.

“Aprill 26th, 1654.

“Bethia Brundish, of the age of sixteene or
thereaboutes, maketh oath, as they were goeing to
execution of goodwife Knapp, who was condemned for a
witch by the court & jury at Fairfeild, there being
present herselfe & Deborah Lockwood and Sarah Cable, she
heard goodwife Staplyes say, that she thought the said
goodwife Knapp was no witch, and goodwife Gould
presently reproued her for it.” “Witnes

“Andrew Warde,

“Jurat’ die & anno prdicto,

“Coram me, Ro Ludlowe.

“The plant’ replyed that he had seuerall other witnesses
wch he thought would cleere the matters in question, if
the court please to heare them, wch being granted, he
first presented a testimony of goodwife Whitlocke of
Fairfeild, vpon oath taken before Mr. Fowler at
Millford, the 27th of May, 1654, wherein she saith, that
concerning goodwife Staplyes speeches at the execution
of goodwife Knapp, she being present & next to goody
Staplyes when they were goeing to put the dead corpes
of goodwife Knapp into the graue, seuerall women were
looking for the markes of a witch vpon the dead body,
and seuerall of the women said they could finde none, &
this depont said, nor I; and she heard goodwife Staplyes
say, nor I; then came one that had searched the said
witch, & shewed them the markes that were vpon her, and
said what are these; and then this depont heard goodwife

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Staplyes say she never saw such in all her life, and
that she was pswaded that no honest woman had such
things as those were; and the dead corps being then
prsently put into the graue, goodwife Staplyes & myselfe
came imediately away together vnto the towne, from the
place of execution.

“Goodwife Barlow of Fairfeild before the court did now
testify vpon oath, that when Knapps wife was hanged and
ready to be buried, she desired to see the markes of a
witch and spake to one of her neighbours to goe wth her,
and they looked but found them not; then goodwife
Staplyes came to them, and one or two more, goodwife
Stapyleyes kneeled downe by them, and they all looked
but found ym not, & said they saw nothing but what is
comon to other women, but after they found them they all
wondered, and goodwife Staplyes in pticular, and said
they neuer saw such things in their life before, so they
went away.

“The wife of John Tompson of Fairefeild testifyeth vpon
oath, that goodwife Whitlock, goodwife Staplyes and
herselfe, were at the graue and desired to see ye markes
of the witch that was hanged, they looked but found them
not at first, then the midwife came & shewed them,
goodwife Staplyes said she neuer saw such, and she
beleeved no honest woman had such.

“Goodwife Sherwood of Fairefeild testifyeth vpon oath,
that that day Knapps wife was condemned for a witch, she
was there to see her, all being gone forth but goodwife
Odill and her selfe, then their came in Mris. Pell and
her two daughters, Elizabeth & Mary, goody Lockwood and
goodwife Purdy; Mris. Pell told Knapps wife she was sent
to speake to her, to haue her confess that for wch she
was condemned, and if she knew any other to be a witch
to discover them, and told her, before she was condemned
she might thinke it would be a meanes to take away her
life, but now she must dye, and therefore she should
discouer all, for though she and her family by the
providence of God had brought in nothing against her,
yet ther was many witnesses came in against her, and she
was cast by the jury & godly magistrats hauing found her
guilty, and that the last evidence cast the cause. So
the next day she went in againe to see the witch wth
other neighbours, there was Mr. Jones, Mris. Pell & her
two daughters, Mris. Ward and goodwife Lockwood, where
she heard Mris. Pell desire Knapps wife to lay open
herselfe, and make way for the minister to doe her good;
her daughter Elizabeth bid her doe as the witch at the
other towne did, that is, discouer all she knew to be
witches. Goodwife Knapp said she must not say anything
wch is not true, she must not wrong any body, and what
had bine said to her in private, before she went out of
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the world, when she was vpon the ladder, she would
reveale to Mr. Ludlow or ye minister. Elizabeth Bruster
said, if you keepe it a litle longer till you come to
the ladder, the diuill will haue you quick, if you
reveale it not till then. Good: Knapp replyed, take heed
the devile haue not you, for she could not tell how
soone she might be her companyon, and added, the truth
is you would haue me say that goodwife Staplyes is a
witch, but I haue sinns enough to answer for allready,
and I hope I shall not add to my condemnation; I know
nothing by goodwife Staplyes, and I hope she is an
honest woman. Then goodwife Lockwood said, goodwife
Knapp what ayle you; goodman Lyon, I pray speake, did
you heare vs name goodwif Staplyes name since we came
here; Lyon wished her to haue a care what she said and
not breed difference betwixt neighbours after she was
gone; Knapp replyed, goodman Lyon hold yor tongue, you
know not what I know, I haue ground for what I say, I
haue bine fished wthall in private more then you are
aware of; I apprehend goodwife Staples hath done me some
wrong in her testimony, but I must not render euill for
euill. Then this depont spake to goody Knapp, wishing
her to speake wth the jury, for she apprehended goodwife
Staplyes witnessed nothing contrary to other witnesses,
and she supposed they would informe her that the last
evidence did not cast ye cause; she replyed that she had
bine told so wthin this halfe houre, & desired Mr. Jones
and herselfe to stay and the rest to depart, that she
might speake wth vs in private, and desired me to
declare to Mr. Jones what they said against goodwife
Staplyes the day before, but she told her she heard not
goodwife Staplyes named, but she knew nothing of that
nature; she desired her to declare her minde fully to
M’ Jones, so she went away.

“Further this depont saith, that comeing into the house
where the witch was kept, she found onely the wardsman
and goodwife Baldwine, there goodwife Baldwin whispered
her in the eare and said to her that goodwife Knapp told
her that a woman in ye towne was a witch and would be
hanged wthin a twelue moneth, and would confess herselfe
a witch and cleere her that she was none, and that she
asked her how she knew she was a witch, and she told her
she had reeived Indian gods of an Indian, wch are
shining things, wch shine lighter then the day. Then
this depont asked goodwife Knapp if she had said so, and
she denyed it; goodwife Baldwin affirmed she did, but
Knapps wife againe denyed it and said she knowes no
woman in the towne that is a witch, nor any woman that
hath received Indian gods, but she said there was an
Indian at a womans house and offerred her a coople of
shining things, but she woman neuer told her she tooke
them, but was afraide and ran away, and she knowes not
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that the woman euer tooke them. Goodwife desired this
depont to goe out and speake wth the wardsmen; Thomas
Shervington, who was one of them, said hee remembred not
that Knapps wife said a woman in the towne was a witch
and would be hanged, but spake something of shining
things, but Kester, Mr. Pells man, being by said, but I
remember; and as they were goeing to the graue, goodwife
Staplyes said, it was long before she could beleeve this
poore woman was a witch, or that their were any witches,
till the word of God convinced her, wch saith, thou
shalt not suffer a witch to liue.

“Thomas Lyon of Fairfeild testifyeth vpon oath, taken
before Mr. Fowler, the 27th May, 1654, that he being set
by authority to watch wth Knapps wife, there came in
Mris. Pell, Mrs. Ward, goodwife Lockwood, and Mris.
Pells two daughters; the fell into some discourse, that
goodwife Knapp should say to them in private wch
goodwife Knapp would not owne, but did seeme to be much
troubled at them and said, the truth is you would haue
me to say that goodwife Staplyes is a witch; I haue
sinnes enough allready, I will not add this to my
condemnation, I know no such thing by her, I hope she
is an honest woman; then goodwife Lockwood caled to mee
and asked whether they had named goodwife Staplyes, so
I spake to goodwife Knapp to haue a care what she said,
that she did not make differrence amongst her neighbours
when she was gon, and I told her that I hoped they were
her frends and desired her soules good, and not to
accuse any out of envy, or to that effect; Knapps wife
said, goodman Lyon hold yor tongue, you know not so much
as I doe, you know not what hath bine said to me in
private; and after they was gon, of her owne accord,
betweene she & I, goody Knapp said she knew nothing
against goodwife Staplyes of being a witch.

“Goodwife Gould of Fairfeild testifyeth vpon oath, that
goodwife Sherwood & herselfe came in to see the witch,
there was one before had bine speaking aboute some
suspicious words of one in the towne, this depont wished
her if she knew anything vpon good ground she would
declare it, if not, that she would take heede that the
deuill pswaded her not to sow malicious seed to doe hurt
when she was dead, yet wished her to speake the truth
if she knew anything by any pson; she said she knew
nothing but vpon suspicion by the rumours she heares;
this depont told her she was now to dye, and therefore
she should deale truly; she burst forth ito weeping and
desired me to pray for her, and said I knew not how she
was tempted; neuer, neuer poore creature was tempted as
I am tempted, pray, pray for me. Further this depont
saith, as they were goeing to ye graue, Mr. Buckly,
goodwife Sherwood, goodwife Staplye and myselfe,
goodwife Staplyes was next me, she said it was a good
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while before she could beleeue this woman was a witch,
and that she could not beleue a good while that there
were any witches, till she went to ye word of God, and
then she was convinced, and as she remembers, goodwife
Stapleyes went along wth her all the way till they came
at ye gallowes. Further this deponent saith, that Mr.
Jones some time since that Knapps wife was condemned,
did tell her, and that wth a very cherefull countenance
& blessing God for it, that Knapps wife had cleered one
in ye towne, & said you know who I meane sister
Staplyes, blessed be God for it.”

Staplies’ wife was a character. She was “a light woman” from the
night of her memorable ride with Tom Tash, to Jemeaco, Long
Island, to the suspicion of herself as a witch, and the
“repairing” of her name by Thomas’ lawsuit, and her own
indictment for familiarity with Satan some years later. That she
had many of the traditional witch qualities, and was something
of a gymnast and hypnotist, is written in the vivid
recollections of Tash’s experience with her. This was his
account of it on oath thirty years after:

“John Tash aged about sixty four or thareabouts saith
he being at Master Laueridges at Newtown on Long Island
aboutt thirty year since Goodman Owen and Goody Owin
desired me to goe with Thomas Stapels wiffe of Fairfield
to Jemeaco on Long Island to the hous of George Woolsy
and as we war going along we cam to a durty slow and
thar the hors blundred in the slow and I mistrusted that
she the said Goody Stapels was off the hors and I was
troubiled in my mind very much soe as I cam back I
thought I would tak better noatis how it was and when I
cam to the slow abovesaid I put on the hors prity sharp
and then I put my hand behind me and felt for her and
she was not upon the hors and as soon as we war out of
the slow she was on the hors behind me boath going and
coming and when I cam home I told thes words to Master
Leveredg that she was a light woman as I judged and I
am redy to give oath to this when leagaly caled tharunto
as witnes my hand.

his “John+Tash mark

“Grenwich July 12, 1692.

“John Tash hath given oath to his testimony abovesaid

“Before me John Renels Comessener.”

And Mistress Staplies had other qualities, always potent in
small communities to invite criticism and dislike. She was a
shrewd and shrewish woman, impatient of some of the Puritan
social standards and of the laws of everyday life. She openly
condemned certain common moralities, was reckless in criticism
of her neighbors, and quarreled with Ludlow about some church
matters.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu


WITCHCRAFT AND THE SUSPICION OF WITCHERY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

It is evident from the testimonies that Staplies was on both
sides as to the guilt of goodwife Knapp, and when rumor and
suspicion began to point to herself as a mischief-maker and
busybody in witchcraft matters, to divert attention from his
wife and set a backfire to the sweep of public opinion, Thomas
sued Ludlow, and despite his strong and clear defense as shown
on the record evidence, the court in his absence awarded damages
against him for defamation and for charging Staplies’ wife with
going on “in a tract of lying,” “in reparation of his wife’s
name” as the judgment reads. Mistress Staplies did not grow in
grace, or in the graces of her neighbors, since some years later
she was indicted for witchcraft, tried, and acquitted with
others, at Fairfield, in 1692.81

81. See HISTORICAL NOTE, p. 161.
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CHAPTER XI

“The planters of New England were Englishmen, not exempt
from English prejudices in favor of English
institutions, laws and usages ... They had not been
taught to question the wisdom or the humanity of English
criminal law. They were as unconscious of its barbarism,
as were the parliaments which had enacted or the courts
which dispensed it.” BLUE LAWS, TRUE AND FALSE (p. 15), J.
HAMMOND TRUMBULL.

“It would seem a marvellous panic, this that shook the
rugged reasoners in its iron grasp, and led to such
insanity as this displayed toward Alse Young, did we not
know that it was but the result of a normal inhuman law
confirmed by a belief in the divine, the direct legacy
of England, the unquestionable utterance of Church and
State.” ONE BLANK OF WINDSOR, ANNIE ELIOT TRUMBULL.

This brief review of witchcraft in some of its historical
aspects, of its spread to the New England colonies, of its rise
and suppression in the Connecticut towns, with the citations
from the original records which admit no challenge of the facts,
may be aptly closed by what is believed to be a complete list
of the Connecticut witchcraft cases, authenticated by conclusive
evidence of time, place, incident, and circumstance.

Some minor questions may be put, or kept in controversy, as one
writer or another, who regards history as a matter of opinion,
not of fact, and relying on tradition or hearsay evidence or on
superficial investigation, gives a place to guesswork instead
of truth, to historical conceits instead of historical verities.

A Record of the Men and Women who came under Suspicion or Accusation of 
Witchcraft in Connecticut, and what Befell Them.

Herein are written the names of all persons in anywise involved
in the witchcraft delusion in Connecticut, with the consequences
to them in indictments, trials, convictions, executions, or in
banishment, exile, warnings, reprieves, or acquittals, so far
as made known in any tradition, document, public or private
record, to this time.

MARY JOHNSON. Windsor, 1647.

There is no documentary or other evidence to show that Mary
Johnson was executed for witchcraft in Windsor in 1647. The
charge rests on an entry in Governor Winthrop’s JOURNAL, “One ——
of Windsor arraigned and executed at Hartford for a witch.”
WINTHROP’S HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND (Savage, 2: 374).

No importance would have attached to this statement, which bears
no date and does not give the name or sex of the condemned, had
not Dr. Savage in his annotations of the JOURNAL (2: 374) asserted
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that it was “the first instance of the delusion in New England,”
and without warrant added, “Perhaps there was sense enough early
in the colony to destroy the record.”

In all discussions of this matter, it has been assumed or
conceded (in the absence of any positive proof), by such eminent
critics and scholars as Drake, Fiske, Poole, Hoadley, Stiles,
and others, that Winthrop’s note was based on rumor or hearsay,
or that it related to the later conviction and execution of a
woman of the same name, next noted, and the errors as to person,
time, and place might easily have been made.

MARY JOHNSON. Wethersfield, 1648.

This Mary Johnson left a definite record. It is written in broad
lines in the dry-as-dust chronicles of the time. Cotton Mather
embalmed the tragedy in his MAGNALIA.

“There was one Mary Johnson tryd at Hartford in this
countrey, upon an indictment of ‘familiarity with the
devil,’ and was found guilty thereof, chiefly upon her
own confession.”

“And she dyd in a frame extreamly to the satisfaction
of them that were spectators of it.” MAGNALIA CHRISTI
AMERICANA (6: 7).

At a session of the Particular Court held in Hartford, August
21, 1646, Mary Johnson for thievery was sentenced to be
presently whipped, and to be brought forth a month hence at
Wethersfield, and there whipped. The whipping post, even in
those days, did not prove a means to repentance and reformation,
since at a session of the same court, December 7, 1648, the jury
found a bill of indictment against Mary Johnson, that by her own
confession she was guilty of familiarity with the devil.

That she was condemned and executed seems certain (it being
assumed that Mary and Elizabeth Johnson were one and the same
person, both Christian names appearing in the record), since at
a session of the General Court, May 21, 1650, the prison-
keeper’s charges for her imprisonment were allowed and ordered
paid “out of her estate.”

A pathetic incident attaches to this case. A child to this poor
woman was “borne in the prison,” who was bound out until he
became twenty-one years of age, to Nathaniel Rescew, to whom £15
were paid according to the mother’s promise to him, he having
engaged himself “to meinteine and well educate her sonne.”
COLONIAL RECORDS OF CONNECTICUT (I,143: 171: 209-22-26-32).
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